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				Introduction

				

				This is the sixth book in the series on the Sermon on the Mount, and is the last. For the last ten years I have been teaching this series of studies in house groups and churches all over Europe and as far afield as India, Africa and North America. 

				As I am writing this introduction, in a quiet attic apartment in rural Belgium and meditating on the study I gave last night to fifteen Belgian people (through an interpreter), mostly new converts, I realise how natural it has been for me to convey these teachings through the spoken word. I appreciate the instant feedback and questioning. I appreciate the change  when a revelation hits someone’s spirit and a broad smile creeps across their face. 

				So Very Different

				It has also reminded me of how very different it is to put my thoughts into text. Some of the studies lend well to the printed word, while other subjects I have found really difficult to convey in a concise and convincing manner. I have no reaction as I am writing and even after the book is published only a few people will write and thank or criticise what I have written, and by that time I will be on to another book and hardly know what they are talking about. I do not have a choice in these matters however, for God clearly told 

			

			
				me many years ago to use all the media available to convey the message God gave me regarding discipleship, and so I have endeavoured to be obedient. I thank God that people can read a book, or listen to a CD, or watch me preach on DVD or Christian TV. 

				I just pray that this series in book form will help many followers of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and that they will have been encouraged and provoked to become disciples and to make a difference to their own family life, that of their local fellowship and of the society in which God has placed them. 

				In the first part of this final book, I will continue to look at the wisdom that Jesus gave to those who have proved they want to be his disciples. He shares some secrets about prayer with a progression of ask, seek and knock. 

				The second part of this book looks at the conclusions and challenges that Jesus gives at the end of this classic sermon—the choices that we all have to make after we have heard these teachings. The choice is between two gates that lead to different roads, two trees we can feed from and two foundations upon which to establish our Christian lifestyle. May God bless you as you read and grant you revelation of the kingdom lifestyle that is required.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Part 1

				

				Wisdom from Above

				

				But where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? Man knows not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living. The depth says, It is not in me: and the sea says, It is not with me. It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire. The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels or fine gold. No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold. Whence then comes wisdom? And where is the place of understanding?   Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air.  Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears. God understands the way thereof, and he knows the place thereof. For he looks to the ends of the earth,  and sees under the whole heaven; To make the weight for the winds; and he weighs the waters by  measure. When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder:  Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, and searched it out. And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.

				Job 28:12-28

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 1

				

				Good gifts

				

				You ask, and receive not, because you ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your lusts.

								James 3:3

				 

				If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? 

								Matthew 7:11

				

				

				We are now at the part in the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus talks in more depth about prayer. There is obviously a progression for he takes us through three stages:- ask, seek, and knock. 

				The word “pray” is an old fashioned word that simply means please. It is a form of request, and so asking, seeking and knocking are all about the same thing— requests from God. Prayer is of paramount importance to a Christian, for without prayer there is no communication, direction or relationship. Jesus earlier in his sermon talks about prayer in secret to develop a relationship with God, and this is a 

			

			
				continuation and a deeper look at the way that God expects us to pursue him. We only truly know God, and not just about God, when we know Jesus. 

				This is leading us to the whole purpose of discipleship —that of intercession. Discipleship is only a means to an end. Discipline is never an end in itself—it is to free us. It is to get us to the place where we know God personally and to be in the position where God will listen to us and our arguments as a mature friend; and not as a casual acquaintance or child. 

				This teaching on prayer is different from the Lord’s Prayer and is under the heading of wisdom from above. Jesus is telling us how to receive, with assurance, our requests from God. 

				Unanswered prayer is the greatest hindrance to faith and fervent praying. To pray constantly and not have an answer is demoralising and it is very difficult to prove the existence of God without supernatural answers to our prayers. 

				Heads in the Sand

				It is an extraordinary phenomenon to me that Christians will pray so positively, in a Church prayer meeting, words of faith with great confidence. They tell God that they know that he will answer their prayer and they thank him for the results they are certain will come. Then, the following week after the specific answer did not come to pass, and maybe even the opposite happens, they completely ignore the facts and pray another positive prayer believing for another answer by faith—that will not materialise either. 

				Something is very wrong with this kind of praying and this mentality. There is no reality in it, for if God does not answer when we feel we have prayed in faith, then the next request to God should be. "Why did you not answer my 

			

			
				request that I prayed to you in faith?" To ignore failures in prayer is to bury our head in the sand, and to germinate the seeds of deception.

				Answers are Motivation to Keep Praying

				Answered prayer is the greatest motivation to pray and to have a living faith in God, so it is of paramount importance that we understand what Jesus is saying to us in these few verses.

				To preachers who have taken 'positive affirmation' to its extreme, these verses of Jesus are made just for them. Ask and you will receive. I can hear them asking the congregations to repeat the phrase. I will receive— not I might, or I hope, but I will receive. They will tell us that the answer has already happened in the spirit realm and it has already been done. All we need is the faith to appropriate the answer. They will say that there are no conditions to this verse, for Jesus confirms it by saying, Everyone that asks receives, not a few or even the majority, but—everyone. There is no room for failure and it is the same with seeking and knocking. The failure is always with our faith.

				Always Conditions

				It really does seem as if this is one of God’s promises that are without a condition—Jesus doesn’t even say we need to pray in faith, we just need to ask. Can this be true? Could this be the only promise in the bible that we can claim without meeting some condition, or fulfilling some criteria?

				Well, if you believe as I do that all the promises made to us from God have a condition that we have to fulfil, then we need to look for it in this context. If we read the whole of 

			

			
				the context it will become very plain that there is indeed a condition for us to fulfil before we can have the one hundred per cent assurance that we will be granted our request.

				Jesus continues about prayer by giving us an example of a father. He says that although we are not perfect, yet as earthly fathers, if our child asks for bread we will not give them a stone, or if they ask for a fish we will not give them a serpent; 

				Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to those that ask him? (Matthew 7:9-11)

				Good Gifts

				What does Jesus mean with this illustration? As a father I find it very easy to understand. If my son Nathan asks for bread then I know he is hungry and I will always grant him his request. Jesus says we know how to give good gifts to our children, so how much more will our heavenly father give good gifts to those that ask him. 

				The key to the condition is in the word good—good gifts. If my son Nathan asked for a box of cream cakes, I would not think him needy, but greedy and I would not grant his request. If he asked for £10,000, I would not grant it. If he asked for something that would be detrimental to his health or character I would not grant his request because I love him too much to spoil him. I am the one who decides whether a gift is good and not my son, and so it is with our heavenly father. He must do the choosing. You see, a father will always grant good requests, but a good father will also 

			

			
				refuse dangerous and detrimental ones. 

				We now have the condition for our request— it is to ask God for good gifts, and if we do we can be positive that our request will be answered every time, because our heavenly father is a good father, and everyone that asks will receive. This then can make us very positive in our praying, knowing that we are asking according to the will of God, and that we will undoubtedly receive what we asked for. 

				More than Faith Needed

				Even if we ask for good things there are other factors that come into the equation. Faith alone in God’s promise will not guarantee an answer from God. Let me bring some scriptures where God’s people did not receive answers. In the book of the prophet Isaiah, God’s people were being told off by the prophet and yet it says that they acted as though they delighted in God and loved to approach him and ask him to administer some justice. Later verses show that although their prayers were good,  their practices were not and they were asked by God to repent. 

				Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God (Isaiah 58:1-2). 

				Obedience is Needed

				Disobedience will always hinder your prayers even if you ask for good things. It says of Esau, that although he repented of his fornication and profanity with tears, God 

			

			
				rejected him. I find that scary! 

				Looking diligently lest anyone should fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. For you know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears (Hebrews 12;15-17).

				We Want to Reign

				The mother of James and John requested what to her, and those two disciples, seemed a good and reasonable request. They were part of Jesus' 'inner three', and after all, she was just looking after the future welfare of her two sons as any good Jewish mother would have done. This lady did not get her request answered because in the first place she was asking the wrong person. Jesus said that it was not his authority to grant the request, and in the second place they misjudged the times they were living in and did not realise that the kingdom would not come for over two thousand years in the future. The Kingdom would come when they would have long ago become the dust of the earth.

				Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. And he said unto her, What can I do for you? She said unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on your right hand, and the other on the left, in your kingdom. But Jesus answered and said, You don’t know what you are asking ..... to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. (Matthew 20:20-22).

			

			
				The letter of James also gives us an example. He tells his readers that they asked, but didn't receive because their motives were wrong. They were asking from their own covetous hearts and were not motivated with the love and compassion of God. You ask, and receive not, because you ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your lusts (James 4:3).

				In the next chapter we will look at the first request of the progression—ask. We will also look at what the bible says are good things so that we can ask confidently from our father in heaven and receive our good gifts.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 2

				

				Ask, it Shall Be Given

				

				Ask, and it shall be given you; ... For every one that asks receives.

								From Matthew 7:7-11

				

				A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

				.						James 1:8

				

				And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

							Psalm 106:15

				

				

				To pray is simply to ask. It is a request; and the most basic form of speaking out our desires. It is the easiest form of a petition. There is very little effort required in asking—pride being the only resisting factor. It is just a natural outcome of our needs—or our greed. A hungry child will ask for their needs, but a selfish child will ask for any and everything that their eyes light upon. Either way it comes naturally. 

				Constant asking, although not wrong, is often a sign of 

			

			
				immaturity, for maturity trusts that the person responsible for their welfare knows what is best for them and is aware of their needs before even being asked. This is of course true of our heavenly father, who Jesus declared knows our needs before we even ask of him. For after all these things do the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you have need of all these things (Matthew 6:32).

				Patience Comes with Maturity

				Patience often comes with maturity and a good definition of Christian patience would be to ask our request from God without setting a deadline for him to perform it. So often our asking is not to do with our faith but is motivated by fear of the circumstances, by worry and doubt. If this is true, we are in good company for the disciples of Jesus were often in the same situation. 

				The disciples were in a boat that was sinking in a fierce storm and yet Jesus was asleep in the stern of the ship. The disciples awoke Jesus and gave him their request in the form of a rebuke. Don’t you care that we perish? Jesus granted their request, which was salvation from the storm, but then he rebuked them and told them they had no faith. 

				And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, don’t you care that we will perish? And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said unto them, Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith? (Mark 4:37-40).

				Here, Jesus was not telling them off because they did not have faith to still the storm—on the contrary, Jesus was 

			

			
				happy to sleep through it. He wanted them to have faith in him, and realise that the circumstances were not of any significance while he was in the boat with them. 

				It was not so much that they asked for the wrong thing, the wrong thing was that they asked at all. This was a sign of their immaturity and Jesus rebuked them for it. Their asking was motivated by fear, and self preservation—God is always wanting to kill self, not preserve it. Of course this takes great faith; to trust and not even ask. It also needs a memory, for God had said to them “Let's go over to the other side”, he didn’t say “let's go and get drowned”. If they had remembered what Jesus had said it would have strengthened their faith. 

				I  really believe in this principle. I believe that before every trial God speaks the future to us, to help us through the trial, and not out of it—if only we will listen and remember.

				Easy Answers

				New followers of Jesus seem to have their prayer requests answered very easily. It happens too regularly to be a coincidence and I have accepted this as a general fact. How many testimonies have we heard from new converts about the way that God found them a new job the week after they asked God into their lives? How many have had amazing miracles with such little prayers? It surprises and delights me. I have also noticed that after this 'honeymoon period' then it is as if they do not always seem to have as much sway with God as at first. 

				Why should this be, should they not have more answered prayer as they progress in faith? The answer is not difficult if we think about the relationship of a father with a child. 

			

			
				It is obvious that God can not allow his children to become spoilt by giving them everything that they desire and so he has to teach them maturity by letting them exercise patience, faith and long suffering. If every time we ask, we receive instantly, then our faith and patience can not be exercised. Faith is never something that we possess, it is something that we exercise. Faith is not in the believing, but in the evidence of doing—the transferral of spirit to substance. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).

				The Prodigal

				The story of the Prodigal Son that Jesus gave is a very good example of a man who asked for the wrong things and then because of his trials—the consequence of his wrong decision—asked for the correct things. One of the lessons we can learn from this story is that he was granted his request even though it was a bad one, and we have to be very careful in our asking—for sometimes God does indeed give us our requests because he realises that it is the only way we can learn our lessons. And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul (Psalm 106:15). If our heart has deceived us then sometimes the only way God can teach us is to let us go our own way until we eventually end up in the 'pig sty'. I will not give the whole of the story because it is so well known, but I will print the verses that are applicable to this lesson. 

				The first request was; Give me the portion that belongs to me. Give me was not his need, it was his greed, and of course we know that he squandered it. In the pig sty he came to his senses and changed his attitude. This resulted in him asking the same father for a new request. Make me as your hired servant (Story in Luke 15:11- end).

			

			
				The distance between Give me, and Make me is often a long and a painful journey, but God loves us enough to take us down this road if it is the only way for the transformation in our heart to materialise.

				Very Good Gifts

				I now want to look at what the bible says are good things to ask for, so that we can ask in faith, nothing doubting. There are things that the bible tells us are good requests. The Sermon on the Mount in Luke’s gospel is spread through many chapters but mainly chapters six, nine and twelve. Luke's Gospel ends the part about, ask, seek and knock, with a different phrase. 

				If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (Luke 11:13) 

				Luke substitutes 'good gifts' with the 'Holy Ghost' and so it is obvious that to ask for the Holy Ghost is a good gift and one that will not be refused by God. We can confidently know that our father in heaven wants us to have this gift.

				Wisdom - A Good Gift

				James tells us that wisdom is a good gift to ask God for. He says that God will give liberally and will not scorn us for asking for this good request. There is a condition however, which is that we ask in faith believing that we will receive. If we doubt then we will receive nothing from God. He warns us that a double minded man is unstable in all his ways. This is very serious and Christians should take note. 

				If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, that gives to all men liberally, and upbraids not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavers is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind 

			

			
				and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways (James 1:5-8).

				I am shocked at the number of Christians I meet who waver in their decisions, and are blown about by circumstances and their fickle emotions. When will God’s people become mature?

				Foolish Wisdom

				If you ask God for wisdom it is no use wondering if you have it, because God’s wisdom is foolishness to our carnal minds anyway. I have a simple philosophy, I just believe that when I ask for this good gift of wisdom I receive it and I then live normally and have a care free existence. I do not deliberate which tie to wear each day and where I should go for my holidays, or even which sermon I should teach at any given meeting. I believe that I have God’s wisdom and I have found out that amazing 'coincidences' happen when I live this care free life. 

				The sermon that I choose at random becomes the very oracles of God to someone in that meeting and their lives are changed. A few years ago the holiday that Joanna and I went on because it looked 'a nice place' became a revival centre. After an incident at the  pool side one night, when a half inebriated man asked me a personal question in earshot of fifty people I was able to share what real Christianity was. That night—and all the next day people, who just happened to be there that week, from all over the world were queueing up to confess their sins and seek answers to their problems from Joanna and I— and in their swim wear at that! One of them was the manager of a time-share operation, who just happened to be a backslidden Elim 

			

			
				pastor. God’s ways are in the sea and our only hope is to ask God for his wisdom and act as though we have it, and not to lean to our own understanding.

				When people ask me to minister in their church or in their country and ask me to pray about it, I say that I don’t have to pray about it. I say “You have asked and I will come”. I then accept that God in his wisdom will bring the circumstances about for me to go; or not be able to go, but I do not make my own decisions. If I ask myself 'Is it, or is it not God’s will?' I will waste valuable time and will be dictated to by the state of my mind and my preferences at that  time. If I vacillate and waver then I am unstable in all my ways and I certainly do not want to live my life like that. 

				Children with a Sound Mind

				A child of God should have wisdom. We are children with a sound mind. Indecision is a sign of fear, and God has not given us that spirit;  for God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7).

				Paul in Ephesians makes many good requests of God for the Church. They will be answered because he is asking for good requests, and not selfish ones ...making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of his mighty power (Ephesians 1: 15-18). What a prayer for God's people!

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				To conclude this chapter on asking, let me encourage you to ask God confidently for the good things that we are told to ask for, knowing that everyone who asks will receive what they ask. Let me reiterate that the condition is that we ask for good things. Let us be bold in our praying and stop those half-hearted, not so sure, "is it God’s will?" prayers, for they will never bring revival to ourselves, our church, or our land. 

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 3

				

				Seek, and you shall Find

				

				Seek, and you shall find; ...for he that seeks finds;	

				Matthew 7:7-8

				

				But seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you. 

								Matthew 6:33 

				

				The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.

								Psalm 14:2

				

				

				In the last chapter I suggested that asking is the easiest form of petitioning and the natural response to any desire. Now we are looking at the next stage that Jesus gives us in this progression of prayer; that of seeking. This takes more effort for it is not so natural. Many people who ask, and are refused, will accept the rejection and not ask again. These people will not pursue or seek their request any further.

			

			
				Seeking implies effort, for you can not seek whilst you are sitting. There has to be movement, and a pursuit or a chase. Maybe of more importance is the fact that you do not seek what you already have, only what you lack or have lost. Many Christians are like the Laodician church who, 'Had need of nothing'. They had no lack and therefore nothing to seek. Complacency and self sufficiency are the bane of fervent praying and God says that this attitude makes him vomit—strong language from a holy God. So then because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth. Because you say, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and don’t know that you are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked (Revelation 3:16-17).

				Unless we see our great lack then we have nothing to seek, and so I am going to look at things that we often lack or have lost and present the scriptures that encourage us to seek again until we have the answer we sought for.

				Remember the key is that we must ask and seek and knock for good things in order to be able to pray in faith and not have any reservations or doubts that we will receive what we seek for. There must be hundreds of examples of seeking good gifts from the word of God but I am now going to look at seven and I believe they will be a representation of all.

				1. Seek God Himself 

				But, if from there you shall seek the LORD your God, you shall find him, if you seek him with all your heart and with all your soul (Deuteronomy 4:29).

				Then you shall call upon me, and you shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you and you shall seek me, and find me, when you shall search for me with all 

			

			
				your heart (Jeremiah 10:12-13).

				The preceding verses to both the above scriptures are exposing Israel and letting them know about their backsliding ways and their great need of God. We can never doubt that we are asking for a good gift when we seek God himself and not for his power or his blessings. There is a vast difference between seeking God’s attributes and seeking God himself. 

				Notice also, the condition is that we must do it with our whole heart. This is not just mental assent. This involves the whole man; spirit, mind and body. Praying like this is man’s work and requires effort if we are to receive God himself and not just some crumbs from his table.

				2. Seek God’s Face 

				If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:14).

				 Again, the verses before this famous one are of God speaking about how he will judge his own people, when they turn away from him. There is nothing wrong with seeking God’s hand for provision when we have a need, but so often Christians are encouraged to seek God for their indulgences, and to satisfy their carnal desire for wealth, fame and affluence. There is only one legitimate reason to seek God’s face and that is to know him. When you look into someone’s face you see the person’s soul, and it is no different when we gaze into the face of God.

				When we gaze upon him then the words of the old chorus become true. 

				

				Turn your eyes upon Jesus. 

			

			
				Look full in his wonderful face. 

				And the things of earth will grow strangely dim. 

				In the light of his glory and grace.

				

				Our carnal desires and the things we thought we really did need become tinsel and vanity when we see the beauty of his holiness.

				Because young children have not yet learned to be deceitful, then they show their feelings and their heart when they come before you. Often, when I ask my son Izaac to come to me, in a stern tone of voice, he will come and stand before me with his eyes looking at the ground. He does not want to see my hard look, or to realise that he has disappointed me in some way. Even when I say, “Izaac, look at me”, he still keeps his head down and lifts his pupils to the top of his eyeballs because he is afraid to look me 'full in the face'. 

				You can not seek God’s face if you have something to hide, some disobedience, some secret sin, some neglect in your daily walk. Try spending 2 hours with God on your own with no bible, no Christian music and no requests—just you and God, seeking his face and not your own needs. It is a practice that is very neglected in the life of most Christians.

				3. Seek to be Just

				Wash yourself, make yourself clean; put away the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgement, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow (Isaiah 1:16-17).

				In this passage from the book of Isaiah God is reproving his people for neglecting the things that he had instructed them to do in his laws, and telling them that they should put 

			

			
				away their wrong doings and seek to do what was required. In a self indulgent, self seeking society, Christians have often been compromised to think of themselves first, and in so doing have forgotten the instructions that Jesus gave us to love our neighbour— those less fortunate than ourselves, as much as we undoubtedly do love ourselves.

				We must turn our eyes away from ourselves, repent and seek what God requires: that we judge those who are neglected and downtrodden. James in his letter tells us that; Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this; to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world (James 1:27). We, at Barratt Ministries, have adopted this scripture as our mission statement and I believe this will be a perfect balance for any Christian. To practice these two things will be a safeguard against, on the one hand legalism and on the other hand good works without faith.

				4. Seek Righteousness

				Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he comes and rain righteousness upon you (Hosea 10:12).

				I have shown in volume two of this series that we can not seek what we already have, and so to seek the gift of righteousness would be wrong for it is a free gift and we accept it by faith. I also showed that there is a fruit of righteousness that has to be pursued and is by works. It is to do 'what is right' as a Christian. (Footnote 1). In this present evil age it is costly to do the right things and to have the right attitudes, and it will not happen automatically. Hosea tells us to break up the hard ground. This demands great determination. It will not happen just because we want it 

			

			
				to happen. We are involved in the process and it takes great effort. This is why so many Christians do not achieve it because they are lazy, and will not put in the effort required. Any minister will tell you that the hardest thing to do is to get people moving. When a person is moving then it is relatively easy to direct them, but getting them started is a mammoth task. To move Christians from the pew out to the people seems like a distance further than from earth to heaven.

				If we do not always seek to do right then by default we will compromise and we will end up claiming the rights of the world, instead of giving up our worldly rights to obtain the kingdom of heaven. The world’s system is about claiming rights and the kingdom of heaven is about giving up rights. They are diametrically opposed and what we seek will determine our reward when Jesus comes. We will seek treasure on earth or treasure in heaven.

				5. Seek God’s Will

				I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgement is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which has sent me (John 5:30).

				Christians mistakenly believe that because they are now righteous by faith, their sins have been atoned for and because they are now God’s children, their judgements will be godly. This is not the case; for even Jesus did not claim that his judgement was 'just', because he was God’s son or that he was sinless. Jesus said that the secret of his just judgement was because he was not seeking his own will—what a revelation for us to take on board. The sinless son of God was 'just' because he only sought God’s will. That was his only safety and I have to say that it is our only safety.

			

			
				No Agenda

				Whenever we have our own agendas—good as they may be, and when they are according to our knowledge— even good knowledge, then we are eating of the wrong tree; the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Revelation only comes when we lay aside our knowledge and seek God’s will. The Church is looking for methods, but God’s methods  have always been men and always will be—men of course, who seek God’s will.

				6. Seek to Edify the Church

				For as much as you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that you may excel to the edifying of the church (1 Corinthians 14:12).

				Paul in Corinthians chapter 14, tells us how to operate the nine gifts of the spirit, and which of these gifts we should covet. We are not told to seek the power gifts—miracles, healing and faith, but to covet earnestly the best gift, and the above scripture tells us that we should seek the ones that edify the church and not the ones that show the power of God to the world. Here again motive and the heart are the key. If we are seeking to show that we are mighty men or women of God, we are seeking to build ourselves up (whatever we may say to the contrary). We should be seeking to edify and build up others in the body, and this is the key to success in God’s eyes, to glorify him and not ourselves.

				7. Seek Heavenly Things

				For after all these things do the Gentiles seek: for your heavenly Father knows that you have need of all these things. But you must seek first the kingdom of God, and 

			

			
				his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you (Matthew 6:33).

				If you are then risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth (Colossians 3:1-2).

				It is so easy to set our affections on the things of this world. I have stated in a previous volume in this series that I believe if Jesus were to come today it would spoil the lives of the vast majority of Christians in the West. They have so much to live for—houses, clothes, entertainment, and security. What football fan would want Jesus to come the night before the world cup final? What housewife would want Jesus to come the day before her dream kitchen was fitted, and I could go on. 

				In the third world the Christians long for Christ to come and set up his kingdom for they have nothing to live for in this world except Jesus. To them the return of Jesus would free them from their poverty and persecution—not separate them from their wealth and affluence.

				Don’t Be Deceived

				Paul encourages us to 'get real'. If, as we are told, we are seated in heavenly places with Christ Jesus, then why in Christ’s name do we hunger and thirst for the things of this world? Why don’t we seek things where Christ is and put treasure in heaven and not upon earth? (Colossians 3:1-2)

				Is this too high a standard or is it just the normal Christian life that the Church in its prosperity and 'need of nothing' has lost? I believe that it is, and unless the Church will seek the kingdom of God and despise the things of this world then we will sink further into the decadence that the 

			

			
				world and the church have slid into over the last fifty years in the West (Footnote 2). Righteousness exalts a nation, and until we seek it with all our hearts nothing will change, and in a few years my own place of birth and residence, Europe, will become known as  'Eurabia' (Footnote 3) and we will have lost our freedom to even preach the gospel.

				Good Examples

				When a person or a nation begins to seek for the right things then the answer is certain to come. They will find the answer that they sought. Here are a few examples from scripture.

				1. Josiah

				In the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, Josiah began to seek after the God of David his father: and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, and the carved images, and the molten images 

				And as for the king of Judah, who sent you to enquire of the LORD, say unto him, Thus says the LORD God of Israel concerning the words which you have heard; Because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before God, when you heard his words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbled yourself before me, and rent your clothes, and wept before me; I have even heard you also, said the LORD (From 2 Chronicles 34:3-26).

				Because Josiah sought God himself after he had read the law and realised that Israel were backslidden and under God’s judgement, his prayers were answered and God’s judgement was set aside.

			

			
				2. Ezra

				Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgements; Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance.

				So we fasted and besought our God for this: and he was entreated of us (from Ezra 7 and 8).

				The above verses speak for themselves. Ezra asked for a good thing, the safe journey of God’s people to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem and his request was granted. Read the context and you will discover that it was for God’s name and glory that he made the request, and not just to save his own skin.

				3. Daniel

				And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes (Daniel 9:3).

				The context of the above verse is that Daniel has just had the revelation that the seventy years of God’s judgements on his people Israel had come to an end. His was 'good seeking', for it was to bring about the promise that God had spoken of by the prophet Jeremiah.

				Not only was his request a good one, but Daniel’s heart was also in the right condition for he identified with Israel’s sin even though he was a righteous man, and he confessed their corporate sins and paid the price with his fasting and sackcloth.

				Right Prayer - Wrong Motive

			

			
				There is another factor that I must bring into the reckoning and say that as well as asking and seeking for good gifts from God, we must also have the right motives in our heart. We have a religion of the heart and not the outward observances. Here are a few examples where people sought good things but with a wrong heart. 

				1. King Saul

				When Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets (1 Samuel 28:5-6).

				King Saul was by this time in disobedience, which is rebellion and as the sin of witchcraft. Samuel had already told him this, but his faith had diminished greatly from the time he began his reign and he was in terrible fear. When he sought an answer from God he was ignored. 

				The proof that his heart was in rebellion is that when God did not answer him then he did not stop seeking but his direction changed and he sought a witch; Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that has a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and enquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that has a familiar spirit at Endor (1 Samuel 28:7).

				The above scripture is a powerful lesson for us because we have to seek something, it is our nature. We will always seek and serve one master or another. If we stop seeking God then who are we seeking? If you have stopped seeking God you will have to examine your own heart, for everyone is seeking answers from someone. 

				If we seek— we find, and Saul got his answer, but it was not what he wanted to hear and the end result was that he 

			

			
				committed suicide and died in rebellion. This suicide is a pitiful end for Saul, especially when we understand that he was a man chosen by God to lead his people. No wonder that David wept  and said; How have the mighty fallen?

				2. The Nation of Israel

				 Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.

				Behold, you fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness. 

				God, in this example, is challenging the whole nation of Israel and exposing their sins. As the above verses say, although they were still delighting to seek God and ask good things from him, the problem again was that their hearts were far from God. They were seeking God with their fasting so that he would do what they wanted. Fasting is not to twist God’s arm so that he will do what we want, but this is what Israel were doing and it angered God. 

				How many Christians love to worship God but don’t want to obey him. Nothing changes—the human nature will always revert to this if it has not been crucified. Our hearts will always look for the easy way out if we have not been purged from our own selfish desires and motives.

				Seeking Without Faith

				It should be clear to any Christian that faith is an important aspect of any request from God. Even seeking a good request, or good gift, with an unbelieving heart, will 

			

			
				not be good enough. The bible says that if we approach God we must believe that he is God and that he is a rewarder of those that diligently seek him. Without faith we can not please God and can expect nothing from him.

				But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavers is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways (James 6:1-8).

				Israel did not obtain the righteousness contained in the law because, although the law was perfect in its letter, it was dead without the spirit. The dead letter will only be effectual when faith turns it into something tangible and living. When we read the bible; by faith, the word has to become flesh. When we take the communion meal it has to become Christ, or it is just a dead ritual. Faith turns matter into spiritual reality. Faith is not about believing, it is about the substance and the material evidence; Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).

				This is how Paul describes the failure of Israel in this respect; But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. Why? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone (Romans 9:30-32).

				God Will Help Us

				God is a good father and when we go astray and waste our inheritance then, in his love, he will discipline us with whatever will bring us to our senses. He does not pity the flesh and whatever it takes he will do—be it the pig sty or 

			

			
				a prison cell.

				I well remember the story that a good friend, and a man I deeply respected, told me of an incident in his life. He was an American missionary along with his wife to Holland, and he had been the first president of a bible college that he had founded in that country. He found himself in a hospital bed diagnosed with cancer. One day the doctor had come to this man’s bed and found him crying. When the doctor asked him what was wrong my friend told the doctor that it was none of his business. My friend told me that he had just realised that he had neglected God in his very busy life. He was doing God’s work but had neglected God himself and he was crying with tears of repentance and saying “God, what does it take for you to get my attention.” He repented and God healed him and he had many more fruitful years of service for God.

				Let me finish with an encouragement, for God understands our frailties. Hosea lets us know that God is a jealous lover and will do whatever it takes for us to seek him—again, when we have neglected him. 

				For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him. I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.

				

				Footnote 1

				Book 2 Salt and Light.  ISBN 0-9528222-4-5 Chapter 7 page 65.

				

				Footnote 2

				I am not talking about the Kingdom of the Church, for when Europe was called 'Christendom' the true Christians were persecuted by this very kingdom that thought and purported to represent God on earth.

			

			
				

				Footnote 3

				 For an enlightened study of how Islam plan to Islamise Europe Read 'Eurabia - the Euro-Arab axis' by Bat Ye'or  ISBN 0-8386-4077-X

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 4

				

				Knock - It Will Be Opened

				

				Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

								Matthew 7:7

				 

				And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.

								Exodus 32:14

				

				A little more faith, a little more  patience, a little more prayer, and the answer is sure to come.

				George Muller

				

				

				Knocking is a progression from asking and seeking and the ultimate prayer that anyone can pray—that of intercession. If a disciple really wants to be like Jesus and a part of his present ministry then he will have to become an intercessor, because after Jesus rose from the dead he started his ministry of intercession. Jesus is now at the 

			

			
				right hand of God, making intercession for the saints; It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us (Romans 8:34).

				More Than Prayer

				Intercession is much more than a type of prayer, and I have found that most Christians are not sure of the difference between petition and intercession. Petition is asking God for our requests according to the knowledge we have to hand. Intercession is God praying his desires through us. It is not us praying, but God using us to pray his prayer, to fulfil his own will.

				This type of praying is for trained soldiers of Christ. It is persistent, fervent prayer. It is asking God to change his mind, it is striving for the mastery. Light-hearted, lukewarm prayers, will never fulfil the mandate that knocking implicates.

				When we come to an open door we can just walk through, but when it is locked then we have to knock. We only knock when the door is closed and so we are coming to a different kind of praying. This is praying when the heaven is as brass, when the door is shut tight, and when God has already decided what he will do because of his justice. 

				Not for Novices

				Let me say again that this praying is not for novices or people who do not have an intimate relationship with God. This excludes most Christians, because although they claim to have a personal relationship with God it is in fact a corporate relationship through the Church structures and doctrines. They will never be an intercessor like Moses, Daniel, Abraham or Elijah because they will not go through 

			

			
				the trials to make them the man. They can only learn to pray the right prayers of intercession. 

				Intercession is becoming the man that God will listen to. It is not learning the right way to pray. From the examples I will now present you will see that there are no formulas with these men; they are praying from their intimate knowledge and relationship with their maker. Remember that the key to all this progression of prayer is that we can only pray confidently and with unswerving faith when we are asking for good gifts.

				Example 1 - Moses

				And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get down; for your people, which you brought out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: they have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made a molten calf, and have worshipped it.

				Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of you a great nation (From Exodus 32:7-10).

				This is the background to Moses' intercession. God was angry and had decided to destroy his own people and start a new nation through Moses. I have emphasised that God called them Moses' people. Moses could have been angry like God—righteously angry and agreed that God should destroy the people. The appealing enticement of God using Moses' seed to start a new nation and be called the 'Children of Moses' instead of the Children of Abraham must have appealed to his flesh, but at this time he was still up the mount and had not seen for himself the corruption of God's people. His first challenge to change God’s mind was to intercede and stop God destroying the nation.

				Moses first told God that he must take responsibility for 

			

			
				the people because he did not bring them out of Egypt —God did. And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why does your wrath wax hot against your people, which you have brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? (Verse 11) 

				The Meekest Man on Earth

				Moses then told God that his reputation was on the line and that Egypt would say that he was only playing with Israel and had always intended to slay them in the wilderness. He asked God to turn from his anger and repent. 

				Please do not think that you can follow Moses' actions and ask God to do the same in your circumstances. Moses was at this time the meekest man on earth (Numbers 12:3). After being in the wilderness for 40 years Moses knew God very personally and had the relationship that could address God in this way. 

				The Right Protocol

				If I had an audience with the queen of England then I would need to address her in the correct way and with the right protocol, but her personal friend would call her Elizabeth and be able to say things to her that would have me arrested if I said them. It is not what we say it is the relationship that we have that matters and will determine that our requests are answered. God repented and agreed with Moses that he would not destroy the nation of Israel. And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people (Verse 14).

				Moses had knocked and God had opened the door, but Moses was far from satisfied because there were more doors that he needed God to open to him. So it is with true 

			

			
				intercessors, for they are not looking for quick transient solutions, they see the overall picture and the long term eternal plans and purposes of God.

				God had agreed not to destroy the people but he had not forgiven them and Moses was not satisfied, so he went back up the mount to intercede for their forgiveness, and knocked again on the closed door.

				Moses said unto the people; I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin (Exodus 32:30). 

				We are Not Moses

				Again Moses prayed a prayer that would be very unwise for us to pray. He said that he was willing to be damned if God would not forgive Israel. We can not play games with God and if you or I were to offer this to God, maybe he would call our bluff and accept our offer. Moses however was willing to pay the price and God agreed to forgive Israel. However, God said that the sin had to be paid for and future generations would pay the price; Yet now, if you will forgive their sin––and if not, blot me, I pray, out of the book which you have written (Exodus 32:32). Christians generally do not understand that when God forgives, the consequences of sin still have to be paid for because he is just. 

				In the Old Testament when King David had committed adultery and then murder to cover up his sin—both of which  demanded the justice of capital punishment, God said that he had put David’s sin aside. God forgave David, but life for life still had to be administered and God took the life of David’s child to fulfil the justice, and the future generations of David were to pay also for their father's sins. Read the 

			

			
				account in 2 Samuel 12:1-12.

				Moses had knocked again and God granted his request, but Moses was still not content for there was still a closed door. God told Moses that he would not go with them into the promised land but that he would send an angel instead. 

				Therefore, now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto you: behold, mine Angel shall go before you (Exodus 33:34). 

				Only With Your Presence

				Moses did not want to go into the promised land if the presence of God did not go with him. Moses wanted God himself, not his miracles or even an angel. What a man! So he knocked again to change God’s mind and prayed the following prayer. 

				You say unto me, Bring up this people: and you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you said, I know you by name, and have also found grace in my sight. Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in your sight, show me now your way, that I may know you, that I may find grace in your sight: and consider that this nation is your people.

				And God said, My presence shall go with you, And Moses said unto him, If your presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that you have spoken: for you have found grace in my sight, and I know you by name.

				Moses has knocked three times, and God has changed his mind and agreed to Moses' request, and yet Moses has one last request for he then says; Show me your Glory. In simple language, "God, show me what you are really like, your very essence and character". God answered 

			

			
				this request also and he hid Moses in a cleft of a rock and Moses saw God's hind quarters and God declared his very character—judgement and mercy (Exodus 33:18 to 34:7).

				Example 2 - Elijah 

				After God shut up the heavens causing a three year famine, the bible records in 1 Kings 18:1 that God told Elijah to go and show himself to king Ahab because God would send rain again. When he did show himself Ahab told him that he was the one who troubled Israel. Elijah told Ahab that, on the contrary, it was the Idolatry that Ahab allowed that was Israel’s problems and he challenged the prophets of Baal to demonstrate who was the real god. 

				It was the fire that came down from heaven at this prayer of Elijah that proved the real God. His prayer was simple—he just asked and it happened (1 Kings 18:36-39).

				An Important Principle

				There is an important principle here. Before the rain can come—that is revival—the false prophets have to be dealt with and God will answer this prayer immediately because God can not bring revival while there is idolatry in the Church. It is an unchanging principle, that judgement had to come to God’s people before he can bless and revive them. 

				The contrast in Elijah’s prayer for the rain is surprising when we look at verses 42-45. This is knocking. Revival will not come easily or with casual indecisive praying. Elijah did not lift his hands to heaven as with the prayer for fire, he instead cast himself to the ground and put his head between his knees, and prayed fervently. Nothing happened, the door was shut. This did not deter Elijah and he prayed again and again. He just kept knocking and it was 

			

			
				not until the seventh time that the answer came slowly on the horizon—a small cloud.

				It is interesting to look in the book of James where he talks about prayer for the sick and fervent praying. He uses Elijah as an example of praying, but not where he called fire down as we would imagine. He uses the prayer for rain where Elijah had to knock seven times before he received the answer (see James 5:14-19). 

				Example 3 - Jesus Parable

				And he spoke a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: and there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself:

				Though I fear not God, nor regard man; yet because this widow troubles me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.

				And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will (Luke 18:4-11).

				It was the continual knocking of the widow that  made the judge grant her request. Only a disciplined intercessor understands that continual knocking is the answer when the door is shut and they are asking God to intervene in a situation that has already been determined.

				A Caution

				When we pray to God in this fashion, to a closed door, we must also realise that we could be praying against the will of God. Let me share two examples.

				The first is Paul’s prayer to God that he would remove 

			

			
				the 'thorn in the flesh'. It does not matter what the thorn was, it is sufficient to know that God’s word called it a messenger from Satan. 

				And there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:7-9).

				He Prayed Three Times

				Paul did not want this messenger from Satan to buffet him and I don’t blame him, neither would you, so he prayed three times for it to be removed. The first two times nothing happened, but he understood that knocking implies a closed door, so he just kept right on until he received an answer. God’s will was for the thorn to remain, and God gave Paul the answer he did not really want to hear. However, he acknowledged God’s will and gladly gloried in his infirmities. 

				Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecution, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong (verse 9).

				Jesus in the Garden

				The second example is of Jesus himself as he prayed in the garden that God would remove the cup that he was expected to drink. Jesus however, did know the will of God and he added the proviso that nevertheless God's will be done, and he got up having gained the victory. The amazing thing is that he threw himself down again and 

			

			
				said the same prayer. Take this cup from me. He actually prayed the prayer three times, but each time succumbed to the will of God.

				He went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as you will. And he came unto the disciples, and found them asleep, and said unto Peter, What, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that you enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

				He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, your will be done. And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words (Matthew 26:38-45).

				A Higher Purpose

				Sometimes, as with Paul or Jesus, there is a higher purpose in God’s plan and we have to submit to the perfect will of God. Paul tells us in Hebrews 5:7-9; Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

				Intercession is the ultimate for all Christians because Jesus is now an intercessor at the right hand of God in heaven. We must learn to ask, seek and knock. However fervent we are we must never demand that God answers 

			

			
				our prayers. We must always entreat him, but we have no excuse to pray without ceasing until we receive an answer from God.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 5

				

				The Royal Law

				

				If you fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, You shall love your neighbour as yourself, you do well:

								James 2:8

				

				Therefore, all things whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.

									Matthew 7:12

				

				LORD, who shall abide in your tabernacle? Who shall dwell in your holy hill? He that backbites not with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbour, nor takes up a reproach against his neighbour. He that does these things shall never be moved.

								 From Psalm 15

				

				

				There is a concluding verse to this passage on ask, seek and knock; Therefore, all things whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do so to them: for this is the law and the prophets (Matthew 7:12).

				'Therefore' means because of what I have just said, so what had Jesus just said? If you being evil know how 

			

			
				to give good gifts to your children, surely your heavenly father will give good gifts unto you. He is saying that if we want to receive good things when we ask for them then we should do the same to others when they ask us. This is only a reasonable request. 

				The epistles are full of this kind of exhortation. Here is Paul’s challenge from Romans 15:1-7;

				We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. For even Christ pleased not himself. 

				Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be like minded one toward another according to Christ Jesus that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify God.

				Wherefore receive one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.

				A Challenge to Covetousness

				This, loving our neighbour as ourselves, is still challenging us in the area of covetousness because love of self—covetousness—is the hindrance to loving others. There is a strange doctrine, which is prevalent in the Church today, that says 'in order to love others we must love ourselves first', but this is a perversion and the opposite of the whole teaching of the bible. We are to deny ourselves, not love ourselves, and we must esteem others greater than ourselves, not seek more self esteem. Eve’s sin was that she loved herself more than she loved her husband or God, and she pleased herself—she did what she wanted.

				 When we love ourselves it is idolatry and we always sin and disobey God. In Ephesians Paul tells us that our problem is that we love ourselves too much.

			

			
				So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loves his wife loves himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the Lord the church (Ephesians 5:28-29).

				The Law and The Prophets

				Jesus says that to love our neighbour as ourselves is only what the law and the prophets said, so let me bring some Old Testament scriptures to show this. Leviticus is the book of the law and in Chapter 19:18 it says; You shall not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself: I am the LORD. 

				Jesus was only quoting from the law, and love was always in the law, it was never meant to be only a legal statement, but a living, loving lifestyle. The Ten Commandments in Exodus 20, also confirms what Jesus said. The last six commandments are all about loving our neighbour as ourselves. Do not steal, do not covet, do not murder, etc.

				The prophets, through the spirit of God, were always reminding the children of Israel that they were becoming selfish and that they needed to love their neighbours again;

				The word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying, Thus says the LORD of hosts. Execute true judgement, and show mercy and compassion every man to his brother: and oppress not the widow, or the fatherless, the stranger, or the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart.

				Paul’s writings are full of statements that confirm that the law is holy, just and good (Romans 7:12). In Romans 13:8-10 Paul says; Owe no man any thing, but to love one 

			

			
				another: for he that loves another has fulfilled the law. For this, you shall not commit adultery. You shall not kill. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness. You shall not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, You shall love your neighbour as yourself. Love does no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

				James calls this the perfect law, But whoever looks into the perfect law of liberty, and continues in it, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed (James 1:25). 

				Do Unto Others 

				I have covered this subject in more depth in volume 3 of this series 'Fulfilling the law', but Jesus in this part about prayer is reminding us of the fact that the law is good and perfect and so I have done the same and brought some of the scriptures on this subject. I will give one last scripture from Matthew where a lawyer asked Jesus about this subject. 

				Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, You shall love your neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

				How do we want our friends, and indeed all people, to treat us? Obviously, with respect and honesty. We want them to be kind and forgiving and tolerate our weaknesses. We want them to have integrity towards us and be reliable. This then is how we should treat our friends and neighbours. 

			

			
				It is easy to justify our selfishness by looking after our family and friends but this is not Christianity, for as Jesus says, even the heathen do this. Christians therefore, must go the extra mile and the parable of the good Samaritan in Luke chapter 10 proves this beyond doubt. The lawyer in the parable, wanting to justify his selfishness, asked Jesus who his neighbour was and Jesus clearly showed from his story that the man’s enemy and the people who he despised were the ones that he was to treat as his neighbour. The lawyer had to admit, when Jesus asked him which of the three people had been a neighbour, to the Samaritan and he reluctantly replied; The one who showed mercy on him. Jesus said; you go and do the same—what a challenge to our lifestyle.

				Excuses are Easy

				What Christian today would want to help a radical  terrorist who was hungry? Yet, Paul exhorts the Roman Christians; Therefore, if your enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink (Romans 12:20). Christians throughout history have burned their enemies at the stake and have marched into the holy land and killed thousands of their enemies in the name of 'freedom of the gospel of Christ'. How far away have we come from the teaching of the apostles and of Jesus?

				Because it goes against all that is of our flesh to do good to those who despitefully use us, it is all too easy to make excuses for our selfish actions and attitudes. Here are a few scriptures to challenge our complacency. 

				

				1. Don’t withhold good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your hand to do it. Don’t say to 

			

			
				your neighbour, Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give; when you have it with you. Don’t devise evil against your neighbour, seeing he dwells securely by you (Proverbs 3:27-29).

				Needing to be in Control

				I once worked for an extremely avaricious man, and when he owed people money and they came to collect it he would never ever give it them the first time they came for it. He would say that he did not have his cheque book with him, or he had to use the cash for some emergency (both lies) and they would have to make a return journey. He seemed to need to have the control, in that he was manipulating them and was in charge. He would give the money when he wanted and not when they claimed it.

				I am sure we have all done this in principle in our hearts or minds because to resent giving what we owe, even if we do the act, is still disobeying God’s instructions. If God loves a cheerful giver then it is not only when we give to God but also when we give to anyone, and this includes 'Caesar' when we pay our income tax.

				

				2. Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. Be angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: neither give place to the devil. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him when he has a need  (Ephesians 4:25-27).

				

				3. If you fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, You shall love your neighbour as thyself, you do well. But 

			

			
				if you have respect to persons, you commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors (James 2:8-9). Let us remember that Christian perfection, according to Jesus at the end of Chapter 5 of this sermon, is to treat good and evil people equally as God in heaven does.

				

				4. He that despises his neighbour sins, but he that has mercy on the poor, happy is he (Proverbs 14:21). I am amazed  how many Christians have problems with their neighbours and have criticised their actions and motives and even despised them in their hearts—what a terrible witness to the love of Christ to all men. 

				There is an instruction in the gospel of Luke chapter 14:12-14, where Jesus tells us how to treat our neighbour. Then Jesus said to him that invited him, When you make a dinner or a supper, do not call your friends, or your brethren, neither your relations, nor your rich neighbours; lest they also bid you again, and they recompense you. But when you make a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: and you shall be blessed; for they cannot recompense you. 

				Challenging Our Motives

				Here again Jesus is challenging our motives and our covetousness. He is also challenging our partiality towards those who are not close to us or those who have nothing to do with us; those who can never return our kindness. I remember teaching this principle a few years ago around the end of December and as I drove home I was convicted by the Holy Ghost about my hypocrisy. 

				Christmas to our family has always been a family affair and a time to be together exclusively. God reminded me of 

			

			
				a couple of ex heroin addicts that I had been ministering to and they had no family to spend Christmas with. Against what I really would have liked I invited them to our house to spend Christmas Day. We had to change many of the things we do so as not to make them feel uncomfortable and had to include them in all our activities and I have to be honest it spoiled my usual self indulgent Christmas day. 

				It has made me realise how selfish and lacking in love I am when it comes down to this teaching of Jesus. When it comes to 'doing' instead of just 'believing' there is a world of difference.

				The Rich Young Ruler

				The story of the rich young ruler is a challenge to our selfishness. This man who was very rich thought he had kept all the commandments. As Jesus was quoting them I am sure he was mentally ticking them off in his mind. Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false witness. Honour your father and your mother. He was on automatic pilot and so when Jesus said the last one, You must love your neighbour as yourself, he ticked it off in his mind without a twinge of conscience. But, he was deceived and he didn’t even know it. If he had loved his neighbour as he loved himself then he would not have been able to bear the thought of people being poor when he was very rich. 

				When Jesus told him to love his neighbour and do to others as he would like them to do to him he went away sorrowful. He had been exposed and yet he still couldn’t change. He didn’t even offer half his goods, as did Zacchaeus. He kept all, and didn’t offer anything at all to the poor.

			

			
				If we want good gifts from God and if we want to pray in confidence that we will be heard and will receive what we ask for, then we are told to 'ask seek and knock', but there are conditions. The first is that we must ask for good gifts and the second is what we have just discussed. We must do unto others as we would have them do unto us.

				If we want good gifts from God then we must be indiscriminate in our Christianity for this is the only proof that we are children of God and not just Christians by religion.

				Christian Perfection 

				You have heard that it has been said, you shall love your neighbour, and hate your enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you. That you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

				For if you love them which love you, what reward have you? Do not even the publicans the same? And if you salute your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the publicans so? 

				Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect (Matthew 5:43-48).
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				Part 2

				

				Two Roads

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 6

				

				The Strait Gate

				

				Enter in at the strait gate: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it. For wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and many there be which go through it.

				Matthew 7:13-14

							               

				So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many are called, but few chosen.

							              Matthew 20:16

				

				Don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which you have of God, and you are not your own?

							            1 Corinthians 6:19

				

				

				This last half of the last chapter of the Sermon on the Mount is a conclusion and a challenge to all disciples. Jesus compels us to make decisions on the lifestyle and attitudes that he has spoken of in his discourse. It is not about believing, or even understanding, but about doing. It is the lifestyle of a true disciple, as opposed to the lifestyle of a follower. Jesus gives us  three examples of these alternative lifestyles choices: 

				1. Two gates leading to two roads—a restricted gate and a narrow road or a wide gate and a broad road. 

				2. Two trees from which to eat—an evil tree or a good 

			

			
				lifestyles choices: 

				1. Two gates leading to two roads—a restricted gate and a narrow road or a wide gate and a broad road. 

				2. Two trees from which to eat—an evil tree or a good tree. 

				3. Two foundations on which to build our Christian life— rock or sand. 

				There is no middle ground with these choices. If we choose one then we reject the other. They can not coexist. By default we will accept, and therefore practice, one of these choices; one of these lifestyles.

				We will look in detail at these three choices in the following chapters.

				Two Gates Leading to Two Roads. 

				Enter in at the strait gate: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it (Matthew 7:13).

				The first thing to note about this passage is that Jesus tells us to enter in at the strait gate. This is advice and encouragement, but it is also an invitation. It is an offer to walk on the costly road of discipleship. He warns us that only the few—that is the minority—find this narrow, restricted gate and it is not an automatic choice. The wide gate is very wide and you can pass through it and not even see the gate posts, for the majority of Christians are also passing through it.

				The second thing to realise about these two gates is that Jesus is addressing disciples and so this first illustration of two gates to enter, leading into two roads are two choices for a Christian to make. They are not one for a Christian and one for an unbeliever. This is to take it completely out 

			

			
				of context. To preach this illustration as a gospel message is an insult to what Jesus is saying. To say that Christians are on the narrow road and that other religions and philosophies are on the broad way is to pervert what Jesus is saying. 

				Salvation and grace can never be a strait, restricted gate. In truth, grace is the widest gate that the world has ever known. It is wider than hell itself. It is free and it is easy to enter in, for it is not by works it is by simple faith. Nothing could be easier if someone desires to go through it. There are no restrictions. You can come with all your baggage and sins and vices and Jesus will accept you because of the cross.

				It is the choice to deny self, take up our cross and follow the lifestyle of Jesus that restricts a man. It is the fact that we have to be willing to leave our father, mother, wife, and children, brethren, sisters, and even our own life, that are the restrictions of the straight gate (see Luke 14:26). It is the gate of discipleship as opposed to the gate of a 'born again' follower. This is the only reason that few find it—the great cost—and I find very few people today in the West, including those in the ministry, who will pay this price. 

				Talk is Cheap

				There are millions of born again, tongue speaking followers that have not changed the societies that they live in, nor will they, for they are a very part of this world’s culture, fashion, entertainment and politics that they are supposed to challenge. They are in the world and they are certainly of it, in both thoughts and actions. 

				We can only change things by being different—as the history of revivals prove beyond question. All those who brought true revivals have had to not only come out of the 

			

			
				world, but out of the ecclesiastical system they were in. In fact, their irreconcilable differences caused people like John Wesley, Martin Luther and the early Pentecostals to be thrown out of their own denominations that they loved and tried to influence and change. I find it unbelievable that from all these great men of God new denominations were formed, and we are now of Paul or Apollos. We are Lutheran, Methodists, Baptists or Pentecostals with all their subdivisions. We have become carnal. Paul stated; For while one says, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are you not carnal? (1 Corinthians 3:4). So the Church continues in the same old cycle.

				Life or Destruction?

				The third point I want to make is that both roads lead to somewhere. One leads to 'life', and one leads to 'destruction'. Each and every Christian at whatever stage in their walk with God they are at, is walking down one or another of these roads. They are walking towards life or towards destruction. 

				Jesus is talking to his disciples, so it is not on one hand 'eternal life', and on the other 'the lake of fire' for Jesus does not give those alternatives. He is not talking about eternal life, but 'the life', the life of Christ in a person while they are still on earth (I will pursue this a little later in the chapter). Neither is he talking about the final judgement—where those who reject God’s offer of salvation are thrown into the lake of fire, because all Christians have eternal life. He is talking about utter ruin, just like the man who built his house on the sand—this man was quite safe. It was his life’s work—his building, that fell. He was saved as by fire when all his works were burned up as a Christian (see 1 

			

			
				Corinthians 3.11-15). I will also cover this fully when we look at the broad way in the next chapter.

				Enter in at the strait gate: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads to life, and few find it (Matthew 7:13-14).

				Let me now look at the four key words in this first statement; strait, narrow, life and few.

				Straight Gate

				The word 'strait' is an old fashioned word meaning restricted. It has nothing to do with being straight, that is, to have no bends in it. The Christian life as a disciple is full of twists and unseen turns and is far from straightforward. 

				A narrow strip of water between two large areas of land would be called a strait, as in 'Straits of Gibraltar', or 'Straights of Magellan'. A baby in the narrow birth canal is in a restricted place and the bible uses this many times as an analogy of being in a strait place when we are in terrible trials and are awaiting the deliverance. When Jesus felt the pangs of the cross he said to his disciples; But I have a baptism to be baptised with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished! (Luke 12:50). We use the term to describe our position when we are in great distress as when we say, 'I am in dire straits'.

				This means that it will not be easy to enter into this pathway for the entrance is a restricted one and it requires determination and courage to enter this Christian pathway. Jesus says that few are on this road because the way is narrow, and few even enter the gate it is so restricted. God gives us a choice because he knows it is costly and God will never force us against our will.

				The false and common interpretation of these words of 

			

			
				Jesus are that the Christian life comes through the cross, the narrow gate, but then it widens out and we have wonderful freedom in Christ that leads to eternal life. The people who reject Christ go through the wide gate of 'any other way or religion', but the road gets narrower and finally they end up  in the lake of fire. This explanation is amazing, for Jesus says that the straight gate leads to a narrow way. It never gets any wider and is always restricted. There is no room for a step to the right or to the left. He also says that the wide gate leads to a broad way, so it stays easy and unrestricted right up to its destination.

				A Lonely Path

				We can only narrowly follow straight ahead when we choose this lifestyle. It is a lonely path for few are on it. If it is the minority that are on this narrow way, then the millions of Christians who have salvation by grace can not be on this road, because few must mean few. Of course this is a frightening thought, but we can not interpret the scriptures to suit what we would like them to say, we must accept them in the way Jesus taught them and compare scripture with scripture. 

				The rest of the bible must determine our conclusion and not what the church or other books have taught us. To the Pharisees he taught in parables so that they would not understand the truth he was saying, but to his disciples he spoke plainly (See Matthew 13), and so we have no excuse to spiritualise in our own way what is clearly stated. Jesus said that this restricted gate and this narrow way will lead to life. This is the 'life of Christ', that comes when we lose 'our life'. The following scripture is spoken not to the multitudes but to disciples 

			

			
				Then said Jesus to his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (Matthew 16: 24-26).

				To Disciples Only 

				Notice that the last verse in the above passage must also be to disciples, and is yet another example of where so many ministers preach to the lost what should be taught to God’s people. There are many scriptures that say similar things but here is one more.

				He that loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loves a son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that doesn’t take his cross, and follow after me, is not worthy of me. He that finds his life shall lose it: and he that loses his life for my sake shall find it (Matthew 10:37-39).

				I have covered 'the life' in volume 5 in the series when I explained what Jesus meant when he said; take no thought for your life. Is not the life more than worldly things? (Matthew 6:25). 

				Here is a scripture from the Acts of the Apostles; But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life (Acts  5:19-20).

				To put it simply, the life that Jesus is talking about is the life on earth that comes when we give up and deny our life. His life is; Christ in us the hope of glory. My life is the 

			

			
				life that I want to live with all its glory, pleasures, comforts and a nice family life. Only when we die to our life will we have his life. They can not be worked out together. I can not say “Well God, it is my life as you know, can we not decide together how I live it? Surely I have some rights! Remember, you did give me a brain, aren’t I supposed to use it?” 

				His Life or My Life

				To have his life you have to relinquish all rights to your life and be a bond slave. You are not your own any more and you become a fool for Christ, and like Paul the offscourings of the world. Being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day (1 Corinthians 4:13).

				 This world then becomes dung to you. The whole mind set of these two roads is diametrically opposed. Does it now surprise you that Jesus said few find it? 

				  But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, has God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are (1 Corinthians 1:27-28).

				The last word to look at is 'few'. The meaning is obvious and I have explained it already in the above paragraphs, but let me repeat, that in bible terms, 'few' is the minority and 'many' is the majority. This does sound elitism, but the choice is not God’s, it is ours, so the fault is always laid at our feet, for the challenge of Jesus went out to the multitudes to seek out this door. It is the refusal of followers to pay the price that makes the few so few. It has nothing 

			

			
				to do with pride and thinking better of one’s self. It is a chosen costly life that all Christians could live if they want to pay the price. 

				And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever does not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple (Luke 14:25-27).

				Strait to life

				Why should this restricted gate and this narrow way lead to life? The answer is simple. We are not following a religion, or a set of rules, or a code of conduct. That would be easy. No, we are simply following a man. We are to emulate the lifestyle of our Master. He showed us not by his teaching only but by his life. Words, even Jesus' words, will not give us life if they are dead words. Jesus was the word made flesh, and without the actions and lifestyle in our mortal flesh, our Christianity is vain. 

				When he cast out devils, the religious of God’s people questioned amongst themselves, saying, What thing is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority commands he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him (Mark 1:27).

				I have been accused on occasions of not practising what I preach. Oh my! If only it was that easy, but it is not because we are already preaching by what we practice. Our lives are our teaching and we are known and read of all men. Preaching is damaging without lifestyle.

				Jesus came not to do his own will but the will of his Father, so how then can I expect to follow Jesus and do my own will and ask God to fulfil what I want with my life? To 

			

			
				live my own life as a Christian is to deny who we pretend we are following. It makes us better than our Master. For I came down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him that sent me (John 6:38).

				Who Wants Freedom?

				Freedom seems a wonderful concept but in truth no one really wants it because the price is too high. People, all over the world long to be individual and stand up in their own right, but everyone follows fashion, and 'keeps up with the Joneses'. Many Christians today are no different than the world—they only have a corporate relationship with God because freedom means loneliness, misunderstanding and criticism.

				Israel had been slaves for four hundred years and longed for freedom, but when they received what they thought they wanted, it became intolerable, and they asked to go back to their slavery. The insecurities of not being able to store tomorrow’s food today, not choosing the fashions they wanted and to have to trust God every day, was too high a price. The pleasure of sin for a moment was too enticing. Moses was able to bear it because God had trained him for forty lonely years in the backside of the desert.

				The wilderness is the narrow way, but—it leads to life. Canaan, with its grapes the size of footballs and milk and honey in abundance, cities already built, and a place where God would physically dwell, that he alone chose, is not a type of heaven. There will be no giants in heaven and no walled cities to destroy. It is the rest that remains for the people of God when Jesus—the new Joshua—takes the land, and we dwell in wealth and security. Sadly most of God’s people died in the wilderness and never received the promise, and so today Christians will not pay the 

			

			
				price of the wilderness, to inherit the earth. They want the millennium lifestyle in the wilderness, and sadly they will miss their inheritance.

				Babylon is Easier

				Freedom is also intolerable to any Church structure and organisation. History proves that the Church has always felt happier in Babylon, with its wealth, fine and costly clothes and buildings. Its courtship with the kings of the earth and its politics and wars. It always gravitates to the wrong woman—the whore of Babylon— even after mighty moves of God. Before the dust is settling on the sovereign moves of God in revival fires, the merchants are moving in to sell the holy tent material, or market the Holy Ghost praise and worship. 

				Paul - an Example

				Paul was a great example and a proof that this lifestyle is possible even when you are not Jesus. He lived the way Jesus did. At his conversion he was told God’s will for his life. God told Ananias to pray for him and tell him his calling. The Lord said unto him, Go your way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake (Acts 9:15-16)

				Paul was able to say during his life; follow me as I am following Christ. He said to King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision (Acts 26:19).

				He ran the narrow road right to his death and was able to say at the end of his life; For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a 

			

			
				good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is a crown of righteousness laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

				How many people do you know who are truly free of this world and its influences? Here is a good test for you to apply to your own life. The amount that the influence of the world effects you with its fashion, ambition and pride of life, is the measure that you are on the broad way, and we will look at this alternative lifestyle in the next chapter. How many Christians do you know who live the lifestyle of the apostles? Yet this is normal Christianity. 

				Let me finish this chapter with the words of Paul for you to measure yourself with his mind-set. 

				But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

				For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death works in us, but life in you. For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 

				For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 

			

			
				eternal (From 2 Corinthians 4: 7-18: read also 1 Corinthians 6:1-7:1).

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 7

				

				The Broad Way

				

				Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and there are many which go through it. 	

				Matthew 7:13-14

				

				He also that received seed among the thorns is he that hears the word; and the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

								Matthew 13:22

				

				

				We will now look at the only other option for a Christian who refuses to enter the restricted gate that leads to the narrow road. It is the wide gate that opens up to the broad way. I have explained the principles in the last chapter, so let us follow the pattern and look at the key words for this alternative way. The key words for the second option are: wide, broad, many and destruction.

				If the gate is wide, then it is very easy to find, and unrestricted in its entrance. In fact it is so wide that I believe a person can pass through it and not even notice the gate posts. This is the deception that has brought millions of 

			

			
				Christians throughout the centuries into this way. They do not realise that they have passed through it and have been deceived, because so many others are hiding the gateposts and as the world says 'how can a million housewives be wrong?' 

				Can Millions be Wrong?

				How could millions of Christians, who have eternal life by faith, be on the wrong road and travelling in the wrong direction? The answer is 'very easily' for the majority are always wrong. If this is not a fact then we will have to rewrite the bible and Church history. Noah was out on his own and the rest of the world thought him quite mad to build an ark when it had never rained. Martin Luther was a lonely figure, General Booth, the prophets of old, Paul the apostle —all in Asia have left me, John and Charles Wesley along with George Whitfield and the list is endless. These men were all swimming against the tide. The early Pentecostals were branded quite mad—The 'Mad Pentys', as they were called.

				When the Roman Empire embraced the Christian minority, we started the darkest period of Church history and we have never recovered from the clutches of that  Babylonian spirit (Footnote 1). Beware when all men speak well of you said Jesus to his disciples. Jesus must have got it wrong according to the modern preachers of righteousness.

				The Broad Way

				This broad way never gets any narrower, and therefore it is very hard for the people on this road to change paths for they are carried along by the crowds. It is popular and comfortable, but it brings the chastisement of God; Woe to 

			

			
				those that are at ease in Zion (Amos 6:1). It is the illusion of being a blessed child of God and of prospering in every way, but it is the way of the spiritual blindness and needs a drastic measure for a person to leave this road because there is a great cost.

				If the letters to the Churches that Jesus gave to John in the book of Revelation are chronological in church history, as many bible students believe, then the last church—the Laodicians—fits perfectly with our twenty first century situation. (Of course I accept that they also apply to every church in every age as well.) The church in the West has never before been so financially prosperous and friendly with the world and its political, economic and entertainment systems. It has need of nothing.

				And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; because you say, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and know not that you art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked (Revelation 3:14-17). Surely this is the church of the broad way.

				Leading to Destruction

				Jesus said that this broad way leads to destruction, and many Christians have supposed this to be the lake of fire. But, the lake of fire is not destruction, it is not annihilation, it is permanent punishment. We are not destroyed in the flames. However, the Greek word used in this instance is ap-o'-li-a, meaning a perishing or utter ruin.

				All Christians have to face the judgement seat of Christ to account, not for salvation for that is by faith alone, but for every idle word and for deeds done in the body as a Christian. But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give an account thereof in the day of 

			

			
				judgement (Matthew 12:36).

				  For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to all that he has done, whether it be good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10). This can not be for eternal life or it makes the cross, and salvation by faith redundant.

				Wailing and Gnashing of Teeth

				This is the wailing and gnashing of teeth that Jesus talks about in the parables, when he is talking about rewards and punishment for the servants that he gave talents to. The judgement seat of Christ is about stewardship, and not eternal life or eternal damnation. It is the opposite of the joy of the Lord. It is the utter remorse that comes when we  realise all our works will be burned up by the Jesus; whose eyes are like flames of fire (See Revelation 1:14). 

				In Corinthians Paul affirms these very things; For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

				Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward (Corinthians 3:11-15). 

				Paul must be talking about these two roads. One that leads to life—the fire has no effect on the precious stones and only purifies the gold. I do not believe that it is by chance that the new Jerusalem, the bride of Christ, is made up of these very things that the fire tests and that endures the flame—gold silver precious stones and pearls.  And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city 

			

			
				was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 

				And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.

				What a reward it will be if we are the bride of Christ and part of the first resurrection. I believe that few Christians will find this road that leads to life. 

				Wood, Hay and Stubble

				The road that leads to destruction—utter ruin—is the wood hay and stubble road that is burned up. It is still a category of Christian for the two groups have the very same foundation—that of Christ Jesus. I am sure this category will have regrets as they see their whole Christian life before them all burned up and no reward. Paul says that those who exercise the powerful Gifts of the Spirit and have not the correct motive—compassion, then they will have no recognition. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing (1 Corinthians 13:2). 

				Jesus says many are on this broad way and he contrasts it with the few on the narrow way. 'Many' mean the majority just as 'few' means the minority and this is a very sad state of affairs. History however confirms the facts and it is always the remnant that goes through the fiery furnace 

			

			
				because they have not bowed the knee. Only eight people were saved when God destroyed the earth by water. Only a remnant returned to build Jerusalem from those who had been in Babylon. 

				I believe that only a remnant will be the spotless bride of Christ and be in the first resurrection. The broad way is not the other religions or philosophies of the world, for they are not on any road. They cannot lose their souls for their souls are already lost. These scriptures must apply to those already on a road; those whose souls have been found by Christ. The broad way is carnal Christianity, the mixture that God hates, the counterfeit kingdom that runs alongside the real, the tares amongst the wheat.

				If the narrow road is the way of the cross, the way of discipleship, then what is the broad road in practical terms? I will look at a few areas to show what the broad way is and where we are in danger of being on it.

				1. Babylon - The World in the Church

				 Egypt is a type of the world and every Christian has been brought out of the world by the blood of Jesus. However, when a Christian brings the world into the Church or his own lifestyle, then God will never send us back into Egypt. Symbolically that would be to lose our salvation and put us in the same position that we came from before redemption—under the Judgement of God for damnation. Instead, God will put us in Babylon, which is a type of God’s chastisement for a season, so that we are not condemned with the world (see 1 Corinthians 11:31-32 & Hebrews 12). 

				All denominations by their own definitions are a part of Babylon because the ethos of Babylon is 'Let us make a 

			

			
				name for ourselves so that we are not scattered'. Paul says that when we say that we are of Paul, or Apollos, Baptist or Pentecostal then we are carnal and carnality is the mixture that produces Babylon. In the world the music, fashion and culture are only a means to worship the golden statue of Babylon. Only the three friends of Daniel stood the test when the music played. Persecution is the test that reveals the true character—to bow and worship or suffer the fiery furnace. (see Daniel 3)

				2. Man-Made Doctrines

				Jesus told the Pharisees that they did not know the difference between the traditions of the elders and the commandments of God. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men (Matthew 15:9). Most Church doctrines have come from the basis of Greek the mentality of Aristotle and Plato, as has our own western mind set, and have changed the doctrine of the Apostles into Dogma revolving around proof texts. The whole bible is given us for doctrine, and to take bits out as a statement of faith, has turned 'statements of faith' into 'statements of bias'. All to show elitism over other denominations. This is wrong for all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16). We are supposed to compare scripture with scripture and that means Calvinism with Armenianism and not to choose one over the other— unless we want a one sided coin. The tradition of the Church over the word of God is another part of the broad way. Christian dogma is a narrow way, but it is the pseudo narrow way and actually part of the broad way.

			

			
				3 Believing and Not Doing

				Most Christians that I meet ‘believe’—but don’t have faith. They only believe that they believe. Faith is the evidence not the belief. Faith is the substance not the formula (see Hebrews 12:1-2). The devils believe, but they don’t have faith. To believe and not do is to be on the broad way. 

				James says in his letter that faith without works is dead, in other words ‘not faith’ for if it is dead it no longer exists. A dead person has ceased his existence and so faith without works—actions—ceases to be faith and is merely belief, and puts a person in no better standing with God than the devil himself (see James 2:14-26). Jesus told us that our righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees. They had the dead letter and contended for it; but the weightier matters were missing which were mercy, judgement and faith (Matthew 23:23). They were hard, heartless and faithless and were never moved with compassion. 

				4. Politics in the Church

				When the Spirit of God leaves a Church or a denomination then something else has to move in and take its place, for God’s creation abhors a vacuum. When Cain left the presence of God he built his own environment—a city—and from his seed came the alternative of true worship—the culture of men (Genesis 4:16-22). What replaces the spirit of God? It is the spirit of the world, which eventually ends in witchcraft. This may seem to be an irresponsible statement, but my foundation for it is Church history and the history of Israel. Israel always ended up with Baal worship and the sacrificing of their children to Molech through the fire.

			

			
				The Church has consistently left the ways of God and often ended up burning fellow Christians at the stake and torturing them in the name of God, because their doctrines were not acceptable. If that is not satanic then what is? Men of God are replaced by committees and one of the devil’s systems takes over. Democracy, with its voting system, or a dictatorship, where everyone is frightened to question the leaders, are just different ways of replacing the spirit of God and his leadership. 

				The Church on the broad way are looking for great plans, but God is trying to produce great men. The Church on the broad way is looking for methods, but God's method is men. 

				5. Materialism

				The parable of the sower (Matthew 13:3-9) is very informative because we are looking at proportions, and only one in four produce lasting fruit. Half of the people who hear the word produce fruit but the third category become unfruitful—in other words stop bearing fruit. Why is this? The cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches have choked them—materialism. 

				The bane of true Christianity in the Western World is its self sufficiency and the pride that comes from independence. We are in the Laodician Church age and have become the Church of the Broad Way. While much of the world’s population are starving, preachers are telling their already decadent congregations that they should be more wealthy and successful in this world’s system. God help us!

				Christians have told me that the Prosperity Gospel works—as if this were a vindication of its message. Well, of course it works. Formulas do work. The law of sowing and reaping are built into God’s creation as sure as the law 

			

			
				of gravity, but if the motive for giving is covetousness and having the kingdom now before the King arrives, then the treasure is in the wrong place. Jesus tells us to put treasure in heaven and not on earth (Matthew 6:19-21). Witchcraft works, curses work, false prophets do prophesy things that come to pass. Balaam did a good job with his prophecy of the star that would rise out of Jacob, but it was no vindication of his own relationship with God (Numbers 24). I explain this in more detail in the next chapter. Balaam taught God’s people to commit fornication and to eat things sacrificed to idols, because he loved the rewards of his gifts (Revelation 2:14).

				Leanness of Soul

				There is a revealing verse in Psalm 106:14-15 where David is revising the continual backsliding of Israel. It says that God answered their request to satisfy their greed, but sent leanness to their souls. But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert. And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

				The formula worked, but they lost their relationship with God. They were on the broad way. 

				All the above examples lead ultimately to destruction —utter ruin. We must not be broad-minded if we want to stay on the narrow way. We can not take in every wind of doctrine, but must be diligent and take every thought into captivity. We must not go with the flow, for we are instructed to try every spirit. Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world (1 John 4:1). We are a holy priesthood and a separate, peculiar people. A narrow minded, single eyed, radical bride of 

			

			
				Christ. Let us not compromise with the world and let us keep the world out of the Church or we are in danger of being on the way, but the wrong way. 

				You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain (John 15:16), that is, stand at the judgement seat of Christ .

				

				Footnote 1 

				The statue that Daniel saw with Babylon as the head of Gold still stands. The breast of silver which is the Median and Persian empire, the thighs of Brass - Grecian Empire and the legs of Iron the Roman Empire, are all the same statue and none of it has been destroyed yet. The feet of clay and iron is our present western culture with its Roman law and Babylon banking system and its Grecian musical scales and Mathematics and culture and sports. When the statue is destroyed it is because the stone hits the feet and the WHOLE statue collapses. It is still whole up to this point. (See the fall of Babylon in Revelation 18 and the statue in Daniel 2.)

				

				Footnote 2.

				See Barratt Ministries booklet 'Compromise and bigotry' for a balanced view on this subject ISBN No. 1-90459 -21

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				

				

				Part 3
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				the Broad Way

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 8

				

				Known By Their Fruits

				

				Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. You shall know them by their fruits. 	

				Matthew 7:15

				

				But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you.

							2 Peter 2:1-3

				

				

				We are now up to the part of Jesus' sermon where he talks about false prophets; and in context it is obvious that these are the prophets that will take us off the narrow way that we have just looked at. I call them, prophets of 

			

			
				the broad way. They are on it themselves and they are the salesmen for it. They make it very attractive and easy. However, it is vanity fair and it leads to destruction. They are the blind leading the blind and sadly they will both end up in the ditch.

				Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. You shall know them by their fruits (Matthew 7:15-16).

				Take Heed

				The first thing we must realise from the above verse is that Jesus is issuing a warning—beware. He is talking to his disciples and so it is also applicable to us in this present age. Jesus is saying be careful, don’t be caught out, be on your guard; but why should he warn us if it would be obvious to us, it would be unnecessary? The fact is that Christians are caught off their guard because they don’t expect the false prophets to be in their Church, but that is exactly where they are. Wolves in sheep’s clothing are sheep with a wolf’s heart. 

				I showed in a previous book in this series (Footnote 1) that the persecution of a disciple comes from God’s people and not from the world, and so it is with the false prophets. Of course we would say that Mohammed and Buddha are false prophets to a Christian, but we do not need warning against them for they do not purport to be Christian. They openly declare that they are Muslims and Buddhists.

				A Snare to Christians

				These false prophets that are a snare to us are Christians by their admission and outwardly they appear so. How can we detect them? With great ease if we know what we 

			

			
				are looking for, because Jesus tells us that we will know them by their fruit. This is why they are missed by so many Christians and slip through the net—they are looking at the gifts and calling of a man. False prophets are the most dangerous thing in the body of Christ and the least recognised, because the most hideous and deceptive thing is a sheep with a wolf’s heart. 

				These wolves prove their credibility with their gifts— their signs and wonders. The alarming truth is that even if the signs and wonders actually happen it does not vindicate the man.

				Most Christians I know have been taught that the sign of a false prophet is that when they prophesy it does not come to pass and they quote the scripture in Deuteronomy 18:21-22

				How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken? When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken, but the prophet has spoken it presumptuously: you shall not be afraid of him.

				Another Scripture

				This is good advice because any man who prophesies and then what he forecasts doesn’t come to pass only proves that he is not a prophet at all and we do not have to regard him, but there is another scripture also in Deuteronomy that needs to be taken into account; 

				If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spoke unto you, saying, let us go after other gods, which you have not known, and let us serve them;

				

			

			
				You shall not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proves you, to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul (Deuteronomy 13:1-3).

				This is a different scenario completely. This scripture shows that if someone prophesies and it comes to pass it does not mean that he is a true prophet. It only proves he is a prophet. That is—he has a true gift. How he uses this gift will determine whether he is a true or false prophet. His fruit will expose or vindicate him. The prophet in the above scripture used his gift to entice God’s people away from the one true God.

				Signs and wonders prove a man is a prophet, but not if he is true or false. In the book of Revelation we see that the ultimate false prophet will get the whole world to worship the antichrist. This false prophet will do many signs and wonders and bring fire down from heaven to deceive those who dwell on the earth. 

				And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon. And he exercises all the power of the first beast before him, and causes the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. And he does great wonders, so that he makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And deceives them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast (Revelation 13:11-14). 

				I have emphasised parts of the above scripture to show that it is exactly as Jesus says—this false prophet looked like a lamb, but had the heart of a dragon. Fruit comes from the heart. Gifts come from outside a man; For from within, 

			

			
				out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornication, murders... (Mark 7:21).

				Let us look at some other scriptures about false prophets so we can see the pattern of the deceit 

				1. Hire, Reward and Hard Cash

				Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets that make my people err. The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? None evil can come upon us (from Micah 3:5-11).

				In this scripture from Micah we see that the heads and prophets of Israel had judged, prophesied and taught the people but their motives were now exposed. They were covetous. Notice the words hire, reward, and money; their gifts were good but their fruit was not. Fruit is the character of God as opposed to Gifts that manifest the power of God— fruit come from the heart, the gifts come from God. God’s people had been deceived again because they were not looking for fruit. 

				2. Burdening the Church

				Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that you might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? I robbed other churches, taking wages off them, to do you service. And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you. What I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that 

			

			
				wherein they glory, they may be found even as we. For such are false apostles. (from 2 Corinthians 11:7-13).

				Here again Paul’s boast to the Corinthians was that he preached the gospel to them freely as opposed to the false prophets who obviously had financially abused this same church. 

				3. Dubious Doctrines that Deny Christ

				Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof you have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world (1 John 4:1-3).

				Here is another sign of a false prophet, that they deny that Jesus came in the flesh. That is—the flesh of Adam. The life of the flesh is in the blood and if Jesus had ‘divine blood’ then he had different flesh than the first Adam. Jesus was born of a sinful woman and was flesh and blood as we are, but he had the fullness of the Godhead because God was his father. He was truly God’s son. 

				It is not only Muslims who deny that God came in the flesh, there are many strange doctrines going around in these last days that disturb me greatly. They say that Jesus was God’s son, but in reality they deny that he came in the flesh. This could be an area of deep theological discussion and I am not willing to go down that road. It is enough that we are warned that it is the sign of wrong teaching in the Church for John was not warning us about Muslims. This 

			

			
				is false teaching in the body of Christ. 

				4. False Freedom

				Because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privately to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: to whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you (Galatians 2:4).

				Another sign of false prophets is that in offering liberty they are actually putting people under bondage. They are offering cheap grace. Live life to the full they say. Why should only the world party? We can live like the world because we have grace to cover us. This teaching far from freeing us puts us under the same bondage the world is under and there is no greater burden that covetousness, and keeping up with the Joneses. Cheap grace is a lie. It is free, but it is not cheap. God’s mercy covers all our sin and it was a one—off act—it has already been done. Grace is what we grow in and it is the power of God to live a holy life. It is what we receive when we go through those trials that we all need to perfect us and give us the patience so badly missing in our lives.

				5. Hypocrisy and Covetousness

				

				The two great themes of the Sermon On The Mount that I have emphasised throughout this series of books are the exposure in our lives of hypocrisy and covetousness. If my claims are true then these are the two ploys that our enemy will use to enter our lives, then Satan’s ministers, who have been transformed into ministers of righteousness, will use these same ploys to ensnare us. 

			

			
				False Prophets are Themselves Deceived 

				It is well known that in order to successfully sell something you have to believe not only in yourself but also in the product you are selling and so these prophets will be very good at the deception simply because they believe what they are preaching—they have been deceived themselves. 

				For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works (2 Corinthians 11:12-14).

				Peter and Jude both address the subject of false prophets in depth. Peter in the whole of chapter 2 of his second letter, and the whole book of Jude is devoted to an exposure of false prophets. I want to pick some of the verses in Peter to show consistency with what I have already said. 

				But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privately shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction (2 Peter 2:1).

				The above quotation agrees with the one I used earlier in the chapter from Galatians where it also speaks of secretly bringing in error. 

				And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you (verses 2-3).

				Here we have that ugly word 'covetousness' again. Using the gifts to make fame and fortune. What a phrase ‘Making 

			

			
				merchandise of you’. This means that they are fleecing the sheep instead of feeding them. Unfortunately, this practice of using God’s people to finance their own empire is not an isolated phenomenon. It is rampant in the Church in the West.

				I have never seen so much power —and wealth-seeking from men of God. It grieves me when I am in Lagos, Nigeria, or Kampala, Uganda and hear the prosperity gospel preached by wealthy ministers whilst the ordinary Christians are in poverty. The northern parts of both these Countries have persecution from Muslim fanatics and 90% of the population in the north of Uganda are in replacement camps.

				6. Presumptuous and Self-Willled

				But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities (2 Peter 2:10).

				Jude says in verses' 8-10; Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. Again this teaching is prevalent in the Church today—that of bashing the devil. Speaking of things which they do not understand. I cannot find anywhere in the bible where Jesus or the apostles bound devils. They cast them out of course but this is very different. Not one devil or wicked person has been bound in the lake of fire yet because God has not judged them. They are reserved for this fate to be sure, and scripture records that they are aware of this fact. The devils in the Gadarene maniac cried out, saying, What have we to do with you, Jesus, Son of God? Have you come hither to torment us before the time? (Matthew 8:29) 

			

			
				In fact they appealed to a higher authority—God himself. And he cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with you, Jesus, Son of the most high God? I adjure you by God, that you torment me not (Mark 5:7). God Almighty granted their request and they were allowed to enter into swine (I am not trying here to challenge any doctrines of the reader, I am simply stating what the Bible says).

				In fact, far from being bound, Jesus teaches that 'cast out' devils are free to wander around in open places and if the person delivered does not fill the void with God, then the devil is able to return with more devils, and the state of the person is worse than before the devil was cast out. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walks through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, I will return unto my house whence I came out. And when he comes he finds it swept and garnished. Then he goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. 

				You Bow Down

				Another example is of the common practice of demanding that devils bow down to Jesus. There are many modern choruses that have these sentiments in, but they are signs of the teachings of the false prophets because they are presumptuous and proud. One day all devils and principalities will bow the knee and acknowledge that Christ is Lord, but not until Jesus returns and his glory fills the earth. He will subdue all his enemies and his bride will be with him when he does it, but we must be careful that we are not trying to reign on this earth before Jesus does. We are to cast devils out with authority not talk to them in 

			

			
				a derogatory way. 

				...Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke you. But these (false prophets) speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves (Jude 9-10).

				Known by Its Fruit

				Jesus gives illustrations to help us see how easy it should be to tell the false prophets. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree brings forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit (Matthew 7:17-18).

				As sure as figs do not grow on thistles; so a false prophet cannot possibly produce good fruit. If a man does not produce the fruit of the spirit then he will produce the very opposite—the works of the flesh. If a man casts devils out and is proud and covetous of your money, or if he is self willed then by Jesus' definition he is a false prophet. There are many things that a Christian must judge as I have listed earlier in this book and one of them is false prophets. The test never fails; good tree—good fruit, bad tree—bad fruit. The tree is known by its fruit and not by its branches or its blossoms. 

				I must end this chapter with a warning for it is easy to go on a witch hunt to purge false prophets from the Church. Remember that Peter tells us that God allows them in the Church to test us and prove our hearts to see if what they offer us is attractive to us and will draw us away from the truth. Remember also that fruit is seasonal and can not always be seen. In the winter an apple, plum or pear 

			

			
				tree will only have bare branches and so we must wait for the fruit to appear when all will be manifest. Then there will be no mistake. If apples are on the tree you are not presumptuous to call it an apple tree. All of us are known by our fruits and we all have a little of the Pharisee in us and we all have the potential for bad fruit. He that thinks he stands had better beware lest he fall.

				

				Footnote 1

				Salt and Light - the character of a disciple. Volume 2. Barratt Ministries Publications ISBN No. 0- 9528222 -4 

				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 9

				

				The Way of Cain

				

				 And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother‘s keeper?

				Genesis 4:9 

				

				Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Korah

								Jude 1:11

				

				

				We are still considering the subject of false prophets in the Church and I am going to look at a verse in the book of Jude that tells us three things about these men and where they have gone wrong. I have shown in the previous chapter that these prophets started on the narrow road and have been deceived. 

				Before I discuss this verse it would be well to note another fact about these wolves in sheep's clothing. Wolves do not hate sheep, they love them because they provide food and clothing. They live off them and want them to multiply. More sheep—more food and clothes. The devil does not 

			

			
				mind how big and prosperous the church is so long as he is in control of it. He is frightened by those on the narrow way who are out of his control.

				Let us look carefully at this verse in Jude verse 11; Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Korah. Jude tells us that  there are three ways that these prophets have been deceived. 

				

				1. They have gone the way of Cain. 

				2. They have run the greedy way of Balaam for reward. 

				3. They have perished in the gainsaying of Korah. 

				

				I will discuss one at a time and in the order they are presented. In this chapter we will look at the way of Cain.

				The way of Cain

				I find this story in Genesis quite amazing. The very first son of Adam is cursed by God because of his attitude. What was the error of Cain and how easy is it for us to go this way? I have to say that it is very easy indeed and that is why Jesus warns us so strongly and takes a good portion of his sermon in explaining the dangers. It is why Peter and Jude have a whole chapter warning against false prophets; not to mention all of Paul's warnings in his letters. To understand fully we have to look at scriptures in other parts of the Bible that speak about Cain. 

				John in his first epistle says a surprising thing. Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother (from 1 John 3:12). How can Cain be from the evil one—the devil? We will have to go back to the garden of Eden to find the answer. Eve was seduced by the devil and ate the fruit. 

			

			
				She committed adultery and the seed of Satan was in her. She had twins and they both had the seed of sin in them and they had to make a choice. Which voice—or seed they would follow. I have heard people say that Eve committed bestiality with the serpent to receive the bad seed and I have considered this. However, I believe that although it is a literal seduction by the serpent, it is literal spiritual and not physical. I will try and explain my thoughts.

				Faith in God - or Satan

				When we believe the word that God speaks, we receive it by faith and literal spiritual life is imparted to us. His words by faith becomes flesh—our flesh. The spirit of God dwells in our mortal body. I am not talking about a mental or mystical experience, for it is a fact. God in us, God in our flesh. This does not make us God—but his spirit does dwell in us. The same is true when we believe Satan's words and act on his impulses and desires. Life is also produced by faith in the devil's desires, and the bad seed is manifest in our mortal flesh (see Galatians 5:16-23).

				One of the proverbs supports the fact that eating forbidden fruit is an allegory of adultery; Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eats, and wipes her mouth, and says, I have done no wickedness (Proverbs 30:20). It is so easy to be seduced by Satan and commit spiritual adultery. Paul warned the Corinthians about this. We are to become the virgin bride of Christ and it is our adversary's job to seduce us through the whore of Babylon. 

				For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy; for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

			

			
				For if he that comes preaches another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if you receive another spirit, which you have not received, or another gospel, which you have not accepted, you might well bear with him (2 Corinthians 11:2-4). 

				Both had a Choice

				Both Cain and Abel before they brought their sacrifices had the possibility of making the right or wrong choices, because their parents had eaten of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Let us now look at the story in Genesis 4 and see how, and why, Cain was cursed; And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground (Genesis4:2). 

				Abel was a shepherd and Cain was a farmer and there is nothing wrong with either of these professions, for they are both necessary—note that Jesus himself was a carpenter and not a shepherd; And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof (verse 3). 

				Nothing Wrong Yet

				There is nothing amiss yet. The two brothers brought their offerings to God from their labours. Many offerings that God later asked of Israel were from the ground. It does not say that these were offerings to atone for their sins. They could have been freewill offerings or tithes; And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’S: it is holy unto the LORD (Leviticus 27:30).

				John in his epistle states that sin is a transgression of 

			

			
				the law (1 John 3:4). Where no instructions are issued no sin can be imputed. For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law (Romans 5:13). Cain had not sinned, at this point, because there had been no  instruction. 

				The beginning of Cain’s sin is now going to be exposed because the end of the verse says; And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: but unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect (Genesis 4:3-4). God showed his preference and it was for Abel’s offering—a lamb with the fat. Now that Cain and Abel knew what God required they could both make a choice for the future. Cain had not sinned at this point. 

				Cain's Heart Exposed

				We now read some very sad words, and Cain’s heart is being exposed as rebellious and independent; Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell (Genesis 4:5).

				Cain should have been pleased to know God’s will, but when it conflicted with his own he became very angry. God challenged Cain to give him a chance to change his heart, and asked him why he was angry. 

				And the LORD said unto Cain, Why are you wroth? And why is your countenance fallen? (verse 6).

				God told Cain what was required of him and if next time he brought the favoured offering it would be acceptable—but if he refused and still brought God what he wanted to bring then he was in rebellion and sin was at the door ; If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you don’t do well, sin lies at the door (verse 7).

				I believe that these sacrifices were not an act of atonement but an act of worship, and Cain’s sin was that 

			

			
				he wanted to worship God the way he wanted to—even though he knew what God required. This is the rebellion that surfaced many times in the history of Israel. I believe the Golden Calf was the same spirit, 'We will worship God the way we want to'. Cain’s sin was not that he brought the wrong offering—that could have been remedied—it was his refusal to please God and this independence and rebellion resulted in God cursing him. This independent spirit  manifests in so many different ways and is rife in our Churches and in our affluent societies. Prosperity and status always lean towards independence.

				Independence and Worship

				The name Cain means possession and we see that he was unable to let go of his independence and worship God's way. The way of Cain is to worship things created—even when we know the creator and that the only way to worship him is in spirit and truth. When we love worship it becomes an inordinate affection and in opposition to God, for we must love God alone. When a minister loves preaching or loves his ministry, again it is inordinate affection, for God loves people not ministries. 

				God once told me that he values me more than my ministry and that he would be happy if I lost my ministry, if it meant keeping me. I found that very challenging but immensely satisfying and reassuring. 

				There is a key verse that exposes this independence and spiritual adultery. It is most revealing because we see the beginnings of independence long before the consequences are manifest.

				And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden (Genesis 4:16). 

			

			
				When a person leaves the presence of God—or God leaves a person—there is a vacuum created that needs to be filled. The easiest way to fill it is to create your own environment. This is what Cain did; he started to build a city; And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he built a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch (verse 17). God planted a garden for Adam and Eve—he did not tell them to build cities. But, without God's presence we will always create an alternative environment and so Cain started empire building. This was the start of the Babylon system and Cain is the first type of the antichrist building Empires and worldly systems instead of living in God's environment—His holy presence.

				The Babylon System

				When we bring the world’s entertainment into the Church to help us worship God, and when we bring in the politics of the world to run the Church then we are going in the way of Cain and yet I believe there are many prophets teaching these very things in our Churches today. This is what the ‘prophets after the way of Cain’ are doing—building empires, ministries and their own kingdom instead of a holy bride. The true kingdom does not come with observation it is within a man and as soon as it manifests outwardly in status, wealth, material possessions and politics God's people are in Babylon and part of the antichrist system. 

				It was not long before this seed of Cain began to use more and more culture to worship in their own rebellious way—through musical instruments, commerce and the arts. The father of all culture, Lamech, a descendant of Cain, was 

			

			
				also cursed (see Genesis 4:19-22).

				Paul says that these people have worshipped the creation— or things created, instead of the creator and it is a form of independence and rebellion. This is the way of Cain; ...they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four footed beasts, and creeping things ...Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever (From Romans 1:17-25).

				"Let us make a name for ourselves", is the statement of those who built the tower of Babel (see Genesis 11:1-9), and this same spirit is the very ethos of the Prophets who are going in the way of Cain. They do it by culture, fashion, politics, music, the arts, ecumenism, and anything that is not direct worship of God —and it works. They do make a name for themselves. 

				

				Footnote.

				As a record producer, musician, poet and writer, I use these things as a means to get my message across, to minister to people. It is a very narrow line between doing this and making a name for yourself, entertaining people and feeding the ego. I have this battle daily, but the principles remain and cannot be compromised. I am not against anything artistic being used as a medium, but that is what it is, a vehicle and neutral. The message is not the medium. We must not love technology, or music, or anything created. Only God in a person can glorify God. Music and the arts cannot glorify God, because only people can show God’s character. Music cannot show anger of its self, a building cannot glorify God because a building cannot have patience, or love, or compassion, only people full of God’s 

			

			
				character can reveal these qualities of God’s character. I recommend a book  'Playing with Fire' by A. Robertson ( ISBN 0-9528222-0-2 for a comprehensive study on the use and abuse of Music.)

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 10 

				

				Greedy  Balaam

				

				Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Korah.

								Jude 1:11

				

				But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

				1 Timothy 6:9-11

				

			

			
				

				

				Let us now consider the story of Balaam in the book of Numbers. There can be no doubt that Balaam was a prophet for he prophesied a true prophecy of Jesus (This long story is in Numbers 22-25). However, he was a false prophet—not because the things he said failed to come to pass but because his fruit was rotten. He loved the rewards that his gifts brought him.

				Israel had not yet started the conquest of Canaan but were very close to the river Jordan and their first city to be taken (Jericho) on the other side. Balak the king of Moab was frightened of Israel after what they had already done to kingdoms on this side of Jordan ; And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab on this side Jordan by Jericho. And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many: and Moab was distressed because of the children of Israel (Numbers 22:1-3).

				Balak called for Balaam to come and curse Israel. Balaam had an awesome reputation. Kings do not employ amateurs, and this man delivered the goods although he lived a long distance away near the Euphrates river (about 700 miles).

				He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over against me. 

				Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me, for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed 

			

			
				(Numbers 22: 5-6).

				A Permanent Principle

				Of course Balak didn't send his servants empty handed to Balaam, he sent a large reward as an incentive; And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination in their hand (Numbers 22:7).

				There is an important part of the story that I want to look at because we will see the parallel today in many ministries. Balaam’s end desire was to obtain riches and fame. The gifts were the means to that end—his eyes were on treasures on earth, and not treasures in heaven. 

				However, God told Balaam not to go and curse Israel because they were blessed (verse 12). Balaam told Balak that he could not curse them and so Balak increased his offer, and greedy Balaam was under severe pressure because of his covetousness. The messengers told Balaam; Balak said I will promote you unto very great honour, and I will do whatsoever you say unto me: come therefore, I pray, curse this people for me (Numbers 22:17).

				God Changed His Mind

				Balaam knew God's will, but went to enquire and to seek a second time to see if God would change his mind; Now therefore, I pray you, tarry also here this night, that I may know what the LORD will say unto me more. The amazing thing is that God did change his instructions to Balaam. God told Balaam to go with Barak; And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call you, rise up, and go with them (Numbers 22:20).

				Here is the very dangerous situation that so many men of God find themselves in. They want to serve God but they don’t want to miss the opportunity to acquire fame and 

			

			
				riches. When God sees that you want your own desires more than you want God's will, and when you want treasures on earth more than you want treasures in heaven, then God—not the devil, will tell you to seek what you desire.

				When a man asks God the second time, it is often because he does not like the first answer. If you have to ask another man if you have heard from God—you either didn’t hear God, or you don't really like his answer. Be very careful because God knows your hidden desires and will allow you them if you are not immediately obedient. 

				Samuel was only a boy when Eli told him that it was God’s voice, and he needed help to recognise it, but he never asked anyone again. Jesus said that his sheep hear his voice. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me (John 10:27). 

				God granted Balaams' desires and told him to go to Barak, but God was angry, and became an adversary—a Satan, to Balaam;  And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. And God’s anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the way for an adversary against him (Numbers 22:21).

				David, in Psalm 106:14-15, where he is repeating the continual rebellion and backsliding of Israel confirms this principle; They soon forgot his works; they waited not for his counsel: but lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert. And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

				Balaam Was Rewarded

				I think it will be good if I continue the story because there are consequences that occur when we follow this path, and there are lessons to be learned.

				

			

			
				Balaam was not allowed by God to curse Israel, because they were blessed of God, but the greedy rascal didn't want to miss the riches and fame he had been offered. He told Balak how to infiltrate Israel and corrupt them and then they would come under God’s curse. He told them to get Israel to commit whoredom with the Moabite women and then these women would teach Israel to sacrifice to their gods and worship them;  And the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab. And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods. And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel (Numbers 25:1-3). 

				We are not Protected From God

				As God’s children, we are protected from the curses of men but there is a far greater danger for God’s people. When we disobey God’s laws then we come under God’s judgement and God’s curses, and this is far more severe. 

				Moses warned the people at a later date and reminded them of the dangers; And Moses said, Have you saved all the women alive? Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD (Numbers 31:16). 

				Palm 106 verses 28-29 also repeats this story; They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead. Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague brake in upon them.

				The plague was from God because of Israel’s disobedience, and Moab had their way through Balaam. 

			

			
				He certainly earned his wages. He couldn’t curse them directly, but he did better than that. He tricked Israel to come under God’s curse. How many people, Churches and denominations have come under the deadliness and apostasy of God’s judgement because God has given them the desire of their heart? It is always because they don’t really want to go God’s way? 

				This principle is throughout the Bible. It was God who allowed the ark to be stolen so that Ichabod would be written over God’s people. And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father-in-law and her husband (1 Samuel 4:21).

				Giving Them What They Want

				How many covetous Pastors have given the people what they want in order to keep their job, instead of giving the people what they need? Wherever there is covetousness and affluence amongst Christians, it always leads to sexual immorality; and it is rife in our churches. The ministry is not a career—it is a calling, and should make no difference to a minister if he is paid or not. He is called and sustained by God and not the religious system. 

				Paul told young ministers, and those who desired to be in the ministry, that they should not teach because of necessity, or for filthy lucre, but willingly. Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous (1 Timothy 3:3). 

				Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre (1 Timothy 3:8).  

				For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, 

			

			
				not given to filthy lucre (Titus 1:7). 

				Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake (Titus 1:11). 

				Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind (1 Peter 5:2).

				Balaam is Still With Us

				The principle and sin of Balaam is throughout the bible and Joshua warned Israel when they were in the promised land; What trespass is this that ye have committed against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the LORD, in that ye have built you an altar, that ye might rebel this day against the LORD? Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from which we are not cleansed until this day, although there was a plague in the congregation of the LORD (Joshua 22:16-17).

				This spirit is still in the Church today and we are warned about it in the book of Revelation. From the church at Pergamos; I know your works .... But I have a few things against you, because you have there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication (Revelation 2:13-16). 

				Let us be discerning and look for fruit in men of God and not their gifts and talents. The wolves in sheep's clothing are always with us and will be until Christ returns to judge his Church.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				

				

				Chapter 11 

				

				The Rebellion of Korah

				

				Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Korah.

								Jude 1:11

				For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft ... 

				1 Samuel 15:23

				

				

				Korah was a man who lived at the time of Moses. He was of the same tribe as Moses and Aaron and from the same family—Kohath. This was the family that had the duty and privilege of handling the holy things in the tabernacle of God. No other family were allowed to do this; they had been separated by God for this duty. 

				The name Korah means 'to ally ones self' or 'confederate' 

			

			
				and he was true to his name for he 'fronted up' a rebellion to challenge the authority of Moses and Aaron. 

				Now Korah, and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men:  And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown. And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, You take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift you up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD? (from Numbers 16:1-3). These men led by Korah wanted spiritual authority that was not theirs and so they criticised Moses for elevating himself above them. They did not want to respect the man that God had chosen. 

				Ambition or Jealousy

				When anyone criticises a man that has been chosen of God there are always two reasons—ambition or jealousy. This is the very opposite of the qualities that God requires in his leaders—humility and meekness. Moses, God's man was the meekest man on earth (see Numbers 12:3). 

				Because Moses was meek he did not defend himself and he appealed to God for vindication. This is always the way of true men of God; And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face (Numbers 16:4). 

				Korah was severely punished. God vindicated Moses.  Korah and all his goods and family were swallowed up when the ground opened and they went directly into the pit;

				And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them: and the earth opened her mouth, and 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods. They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation (Numbers 16:31-33). 

				They Turned on God's Man

				The amazing thing is that when this happened and the fear of God fell on everyone, they turned on Moses and accused him of destroying Korah, and those that perished.  But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD (Numbers 16:41).

				It is an interesting episode and I am not going to look at all the details, but when God wanted to destroy all of Israel Moses, the man of intercession, fell on his face and sought God for them. This is the mark of a true man of God. He will intercede for his enemies and like David, mourn when his enemy (Saul) died. 

				And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying, Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their faces. And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun (Numbers 16:44-47). Although Moses and Aaron's intercession stopped the plague, 14,700 of God's people had already died. There is always a heavy cost resulting from rebellion. How many young and innocent Christians have been damaged by splits in the body of Christ because of power struggles in the leadership. I meet them everywhere 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				I go, and in every country I teach in—it is so sad. 

				Lusting for Power

				There are many in the body of Christ today who lust after spiritual power, authority and glory and  it is very dangerous. However, we must realise how very easy it is to fall for this temptation for even the disciples fell into this trap. When they came back from casting out devils they were rejoicing that they had power and Jesus told them off. He said that they should rejoice that their names were written in the book of life and not that they had spiritual power. Spiritual pride is most deadly and will ultimately only bring shame on the bride of Christ, as it did on Korah and his entire household (see Luke 10:17-20). 

				Some of the men of God that we put on a pedestal as mighty generals of God are actually the devil’s puppets and we have to be very careful that we do not encourage spiritual pride in our leaders. I like the example of Paul. He always started his letters; not with the words ‘Mighty apostle of God’, but with Paul, a servant, or Paul, a bond slave. 

				A man of God must be clothed with humility and servant-hood and not self willed and power seeking—the fruit is wrong if a man of God is not a servant of all. The sad thing about a leader who is deceived is that they take many people with them. Korah took many good leaders and two hundred princes of Israel with him and they also perished. When Peter, a natural leader, went back to his fishing after he had denied Jesus, six other people joined him (see John 21:2-3). 

				People follow leaders and when a leader is deceived many innocent people are also deceived. This should be a 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				warning to all in leadership, that they diligently seek to be humble and submissive.

				These false prophets are deceived themselves, for Peter stated clearly that these people knew the truth and the way of salvation and had been deceived. The state of these prophets is worse than before they came out of the world into the light of the glorious gospel. Read carefully these sober words. 

				For if after they have escaped the pollution of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire (2 Peter 2:20-23).

				Don't be Deceived

				Let us take the warning of Jesus to heart and apply it to our own heart and lifestyle. Please do not be deceived by a man’s gifts. We must always judge a man by the fruit that he manifests and not by the title he bestows on himself. Never be part of a rebellion or a 'take over' in a church or denomination.

				May God give us all discernment in these last days when a great falling away is prophesied. The man of sin will be revealed and the ultimate false prophet in wolf’s clothing will appear and deceive many with his gifts, power and charisma (see Revelation 13). 

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				

				

				Part 4

				 

				Choices

			

		

	
		
			
				

				Chapter 12

				

				Two Trees

				

				Every good tree brings forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

									Matthew 7:16-18

				

				And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which brings not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

								From Matthew 3:7-12

				

				And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it: for in the day that you eat it you shall surely die.

									From Genesis 2

				

				In his instructions and warnings about false prophets, Jesus talks about two trees and it will be beneficial to look at the two trees that he is talking about. I believe that these trees are the very two trees that were there in the garden 

			

			
				of Eden. Although we have examined the fruit of the false prophets, we still need to see further back to the tree itself and its roots. We also need to look at the other tree that Jesus mentions for it also has fruit that is a direct result of its roots. 

				The two trees in the garden of Eden were the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life. God put both trees in the garden, but Adam and Eve were only supposed to eat of one of them—the tree of life.

				The Good Tree

				Jesus says that we are branches, and the good tree that we must be grafted into is the tree of life. However, Jesus tells us that we can be grafted to the correct tree and yet not bear fruit. Every branch in me that bears not fruit he takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit (John 15:2). If we are connected to the vine then we must bear fruit or we will be cut off. Fruit is the excess life of the vine—the fruit of the spirit, the beatitudes, the very character of God. 

				Jesus says in the passage we are studying that a good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and so God cuts the branch off when the life of Christ stops flowing through it. Just as a branch cannot produce fruit of itself so we can not produce the life of Christ unless we abide in him. The branch is neutral and will produce the fruit from which ever tree that it is attached to. This means that when we produce fruit other than the fruit of the spirit, we are taking sap from another tree.

				I am not entering here into the doctrinal debate over whether we can lose our Salvation I am merely quoting what the bible says. You will have to wrestle with your own bias. The book of Hebrews agrees with what Jesus says and also warns us that we can be cut off, or as it says draw back 

			

			
				into damnation (see Hebrews 10:23-end).

				This was the message of John the Baptist to God's people. He told them that they had to produce good fruit or they would be cut down and cast into the fire. This is strong language, but we ignore it at our peril, and we must be very careful not to try and explain it away with our doctrines. And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which doesn’t bring forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

				I indeed baptise you with water unto repentance: but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire (Matthew 10:9-12).

				The Bad Tree

				If the good tree is Christ himself then what is the bad tree. Is it the devil? To understand the two trees we will have to go back to Genesis and God’s creation, for God put two trees in the garden of Eden—the tree of life which is the character and wisdom of God, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil which is the tree of rebellion and the wisdom of Satan.

				And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it: for in the day that you eat 

			

			
				of it you shall surely die (Genesis 2:9 &16-17). To die is to be cut off from God. 

				God Planted the Tree

				Notice that in the above scripture Satan did not put the forbidden tree in the garden. The forbidden tree was not the tree of good and evil it was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Man had a choice of which tree he ate, but he was not allowed to eat of both trees, and as soon as Adam ate of the forbidden tree he was cut off from the tree of life and, as God promised, he started to die.

				And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden. And he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life (Genesis 3:22-23). 

				The Tree of Relationship

				The tree of life is the tree of relationship with Christ, and therefore the tree of 'abiding in the vine'. Paul said that I may know him. This is surely an intimate intercourse with God, and the only way to produce the fruit of the spirit. Anything that doesn’t come directly from this abiding is not good fruit and is based on another wisdom.

				Because the whole world was cut off from the tree of life, all of this world’s wisdom is based on the knowledge of good and evil and its god, Satan. Through Christ we now have access to the tree of life, but if we persist and continue to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil then we will be cut off from the tree of life. God demands 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				that we bear good fruit, but without him we can produce nothing. Sadly most denominational doctrine is based on the knowledge of good and evil and so produces in the end death and apostasy. This may sound judgemental, but what denomination in Church history has not gone the way of all flesh. It can only be for one reason; that God has cut them off from the tree of life.  They must have been eating of the forbidden fruit.

				God’s people never seem to be able to break free from the tree of morality and enter into what Paul had obviously entered when he said that all things were lawful to him. Surely the tree of conscience should be dead to us and we should no longer be involved with moral choices. The law has to do with our conscience, because it makes us aware of good and evil, but we now fulfil the law with our conscience by love, because love fulfils the law. Our decisions are now the same as Adam had, a choice between obedience and disobedience. If you love me, keep my commandments. (John 14:15) What freedom we should have in Christ, loving God and our neighbour as ourselves. 

				The New Heaven and Earth

				And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, there was the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations (Revelation 22:1-2).

				In the new heaven and earth there will only be one tree; the tree of life and this is the answer to those who wonder if there is a possibility of sin in the new creation. The answer is simple; there will be no tree of the knowledge of good 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				and evil and throughout eternity we will only be able to produce good fruit—the character and nature of Christ. 

				It is interesting to note here that Jesus was hanged on a tree, and of course it is not by chance. He could have shed his blood in many ways to redeem us, but I believe that it was the forbidden tree that plunged the world into its chaos that God chose that his son should be nailed to. Whom his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree (1 Peter 2:24). Paul says that the blood of bulls and goats cannot deal with our conscience—the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, but the blood of Jesus can cleanse our hearts from an evil conscience to serve the living God. How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? (From Hebrews 9:13-14)

				Abide in the Vine

				Jesus clearly tells us that a bad tree will never produce good fruit and so we must be careful not to abide in it. The false prophets are the prophets of the bad tree—the tree of the wrong wisdom and knowledge. The good news is that a good tree will never produce bad fruit, and so I can end this chapter with the encouragement to abide in the vine, and although it will mean pruning at times, it is only so that we can produce more fruit and that our fruit will remain. You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you (John 15:16).

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 13

				

				Burning or Pruning

				

				Every tree that doesn’t bring forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

								Matthew 7:19

				

				Every branch in me that doesn’t bear fruit he takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

								John 15:2

				 

				Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.

								1 Corinthians 3:13

				

				

				The above three quotations from different parts of the New Testament all have the opening words in common - every tree, every branch and every man’s work. This shows that the process is applicable to all of us. There will be no exceptions, and yet there are contained in these scriptures two distinctive processes. One is of being cast into the fire 

			

			
				which is obviously destruction and the other is in pruning or purging which is a cleansing or cutting back to stimulate growth.

				My point is that we all have to go through one or the other of these processes and it is us who determine which one it will be. Both of these processes are to do with fire and I want to now use the Bible to illustrate and confirm my statements. 

				What is The Fire?

				We must first determine what the fire is or we will not really understand how the process works. Satan is often associated with fire in a Christian’s mind; for example 'hell fire', but in reality fire has nothing at all to do with the devil or his angels. Satan has spread the lie that he is 'the god of hell fire', The pop songs say it, and many Christians have believed it. Actually, Satan is the one creature that God created that has more fear of the lake of fire than any devil or human being. The lake of fire is the ultimate torment and I don't think that human beings really comprehend the terrible anguish and torment that this fire will inflict. God has allowed these people to be blinded so that they will not be saved for the wrong reason, which is, they do not really want the truth. 

				The whole world would accept Jesus if they were shown the horrors of the lake of fire. He has blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them (John 12:40). In whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them (2 Corinthians 4:4).

			

			
				At this present time the devil does not send anyone to the lake of fire for the simple reason that he is not the judge of all the earth and he never will be. He is the prosecutor at present and will be in the dock himself when he has accomplished the crime of the universe—to impersonate God and be worshipped as such by the whole world. Satan fears the fires because he knows its reality and often, when Jesus was near devils, they cried out: have you come to torment us before our time? (see Matthew 8:29).

				The Blood Protects us from God, not Satan

				God himself will send people to the lake of fire—he alone is the sole judge of men, angels, and devils; and the lake of fire is God’s just punishment upon rebellion. The blood of Jesus does not protect us from the Devil, it does however protect us from the wrath of God and his judgement (Footnote 1). 

				All that Satan can do is to deceive us into breaking God’s laws which will then bring us under God’s wrath and judgement. The word of God says in both the Old and New Testaments that our God is a consuming fire and the context is always of judgement (see Deuteronomy 4:24, & 9:3 and Hebrews 12:29).

				I feel that a good way to view the lake of fire is of God revealing himself. This is the ultimate torment to an ungodly person and yet for someone who has the fire of God’s love the very same exposure to God—the consuming fire, is ecstasy. The same fire is heaven or hell. 

				God judged Sodom and Gomorrah by fire as an example of the final judgement (see Genesis 19:24).  Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going 

			

			
				after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire (Jude 1:7). We know that the heaven and earth are reserved for judgement by fire. Looking for and hastening unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat (2 Peter 3:12). 

				The bible tells us in the book of Revelation that the heavens and earth fled away from the face of God. And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heavens fled away; and there was found no place for them (Revelation 20:11). 

				I believe when God shows his fierce anger as a consuming fire, the earth and heaven will just melt away and atomise as though a billion suns had just exposed themselves to a ball of paper. 

				Fire Prophesies The Judgement

				Fire came down from heaven many times in the Old Testament to consume the sacrifices that pleased God and these were all prophetic of the final judgement that will be by fire. At this present time the lake of fire is empty, because the final judgement has not taken place. Satan is still at large and he will not be cast into it until after the Millennium reign of Jesus. 

				The beast and the false prophet are the first people to be cast into this fire at the time Jesus comes again to judge the earth and establish his kingdom. Satan will be locked away in the bottomless pit by an angel—only to be freed again after Christ’s reign. He is not cast into the lake of fire until after the thousand years. And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 

			

			
				night for ever and ever (Revelation 20:10).

				When heaven and earth pass away then the books are opened and the dead of all the ages appear before God, and those not in the book of life are cast into the lake of fire. This is the first time human beings, apart from the beast and the false prophet, will be in this flame; and the bible calls it the second death. 

				And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:12-14).

				The bible tells us that the angels that sinned are not yet in the lake of fire. For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment (2 Peter 2:4, see also Jude 1:6). 

				Hell is Cast into the Lake of Fire

				Hell is the place of the dead where people await the final judgement and not the lake of fire, for we read that at the final judgement death and hell are cast into this burning lake. The above verse also tells us that this is the time that all those not in the book of life are thrown into the lake of fire. Although when a wicked person dies their fate may be sealed, we err if we think that they are now being tormented 

			

			
				in the lake of fire. They are awaiting the final judgement and only then will they start their eternal sentence.

				A person who has accepted the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and has applied the blood (see Exodus 12), has nothing to fear from this fire called the second death but nevertheless, we do not escape the fire for we are told that we must go through the fiery trials in the present age and that when we face our redeemer at his second coming we will have to give an account and the fire will try our works. This can not be for our salvation, our eternal destiny, for that is determined by faith alone. This can only be for our works as a child of God and for our rewards or punishment in the reign of Christ.

				The Fires Now

				The fires are now purging or pruning us so that we will not be condemned with the world. If we do not chastise ourselves, that is, purify ourselves, then God will send the fire to purge us because we are his children and he does not want us punished with the world. 

				Beloved, don’t think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ’s suffering; that, when his glory shall be revealed, you may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

				For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator (from 

			

			
				1 Peter 4:12-19).

				John the Baptist

				John the Baptist had a message about fire for God’s people. He asked them who had warned them to flee from the wrath to come? (Surely the lake of fire) He told them that Jesus was coming—obviously the second time for it was not fulfilled the first time he came—and he would purge his floor, but the chaff he would cast into the fire. Both categories of people here must be God’s people for he is talking about his garner and his floor. This must be his building, in other words his Church; But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said to them, O generation of vipers, who has warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. And now the axe is laid to the root of the trees: therefore every tree which brings not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. He that comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. His fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire (from Matthew 3:7-12).

				If you are not sure that these words from John the Baptist apply to the Church, then you will have to agree that Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is certainly applicable. Paul says that our works as a Christian will have to be tested at the judgement seat of Christ to account for the deeds done in our flesh. But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you set at nought your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ (Romans 14:10). This is not for salvation, for that is by grace and not works, but our 

			

			
				rewards are judged from our works and this is consistent throughout the parables of Jesus, his plain teaching, and also from the letters to the Churches. 

				Building the Temple

				As a wise master builder, I have laid the foundation, and another builds thereon. But let every man take heed how he builds thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble. 

				Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire (1 Corinthians 3:9-15).

				Paul says in the above text that there are two types of works that we can build as a Christian—wood, hay and stubble or gold, silver and precious stones. The interesting thing that Paul says in the above text is that all that is built is on the same foundation—which is Christ. If we are saved by grace then our foundation is, and can not be any other than Christ. Even if we live a carnal and selfish life we are still God’s child. However, there are consequences and we will be judged on how we live as a child of God, when Jesus comes. Jesus talks about his being ashamed of us when he presents us to his father. 

				What a fearful challenge to our lifestyle! Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels (Luke 9:26).

				The fire will obviously destroy the wood, hay and stubble, and this means that all our work as a Christian is burned up and we have nothing to show for it (see also 1 Corinthians 13:1-3). The gold silver and precious stones are not harmed by the fire, in fact the gold and silver are purified and it is not by chance that the New Jerusalem is made up of these very precious things that the fire will not harm, but will even enhance them. These make up the bride that is in the first resurrection and comes down from heaven to reign with her husband, Christ, and after the earth and heavens have passed away they come the second time as the New Jerusalem on the new heaven and earth.

				The old nature that comes from the wrong tree, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, will always be destroyed in the fire. But the tree of life that produces the very character of Christ will not be consumed in the flames. Moses saw a bush that burned but was not consumed. Fire had no effect on the character and glory of God.

				God’s Peculiar Work

				God judges because he is just, but it is his peculiar work and he does it because of love and because he knows it is ultimately the best for us. It is God's essential character.  As a father I can understand this principle for I do not delight in chastising my children. I do it because it is the best for them and because I love them. I would much rather that they amend their own ways and save me the pain of inflicting pain. 

				Paul shows this very clearly when he talks about the communion to the Corinthian Church; For if we would 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world (1 Corinthians 11:31-32).

				The Three Stages of Judgement 

				1. We judge ourselves and we do not need to be judged by anyone else.

				2. We do not judge ourselves and so we are chastised for our own good by our loving heavenly Father.

				3. We refuse correction and we have to be punished not as a son but as a rebellious outsider and an alien. 

				An example from family life will help us to see what God is like with us and how fair and loving he really is. Suppose my own son as a young boy takes some money that is left on the dining table with the intention of buying some sweets the next day. Perhaps when he is saying his prayers he realises that the money he has hidden under his pillow is stolen and he is now a thief. So, the next day he comes to me and says he is sorry and returns the money. I personally would shake his hand and commend him because he has fulfilled the first stage in the process—he has judged himself and so I do not have to judge him.

				If he does not repent by himself, and I find out that he has stolen the money, then I am obligated to chastise him for his own good and for the good of society. If I do not do this then the possibility is that a few years later he may end up in court for a much greater crime and a judge who does not know or love my son will chastise him. 

				He may end up in prison for armed robbery. He has been judged by the world which is the third and final stage and of course the most severe.

				God is a Good Father

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				Thank God he is a good father and when we do not judge ourselves he brings the fire to purge us so that we will not be condemned with the world. Paul says a similar thing to the Hebrews and it is strong medicine for us to swallow, for if we refuse his chastisement then he says we are bastards and this means we will have no inheritance; You have forgotten the exhortation which speaks unto you as unto children, My son, don’t despise the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives. 

				If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chastens not? But if you are without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then you are bastards, and not sons (Hebrews 12:5-8).

				God would always rather purge or prune than destroy, but make no mistake, we cannot play with God’s grace and he is the consuming fire to rebellious people.

				To conclude this chapter let us see all this in a positive light. God wants us to produce fruit that will remain. Fruit is the excess of the vine, the character of Christ. It is the fruit of the spirit that Paul talks about in Galatians 5, and the beatitudes that Jesus taught at the beginning of his sermon. If we bear fruit he will purge and prune us to produce more fruit, because that is what is required of us. We must show the character of our Father in heaven, which is the only proof that we are his children. The way to produce fruit is to be in Christ, to abide in the vine, and not complain at the pruning. Remember that a little fire now will save a lot of fire later.

				Read slowly this text from John’s gospel and notice the key words, fire, fruit and abide,

				I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

			

			
				Every branch in me that doesn’t bear fruit he takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now you are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can you, except you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 

				He that abides in me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without me you can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you. This is how my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you shall be my disciples (John 15:1-8).

				Footnote 1

				The Passover was for God’s angel of death to pass over and not destroy them with God’s judgement. The applied blood was to protect them from God’s judgement on Egypt, a type of the world that is under the judgement of God already. We all deserve the  judgement, but the blood protects us and God will not judge those under the blood.

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 14

				

				God’s Work 

				or God’s Will

				

				Not every one that says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name? And in your name have cast out devils? And in your name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity.

									Matthew 7:21-23

				

				I delight to do your will, O my God: yea, your law is within my heart. 

								Psalm 40:8

				

				

				The above verses paint an incredible picture of people who are shocked beyond measure. Jesus has just said to them depart from me, I never knew you. They are visibly shocked and protest vehemently, implying that Jesus must have made a mistake for they tell him their credentials for 

			

			
				acceptance. Jesus does not challenge the truth of what they have done, but they are obviously the wrong credentials and not the criteria for assessment. 

				Works or Will

				The verse before tells us the qualifications for passing the test and it is not whether we have done God’s work, and call him Lord, it is whether we have done God’s will; Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven (Matthew 7:21).

				This cannot be for eternal life for only Christians do these works of the Holy Sprit. People who do not profess Jesus as their 'Lord' do not cast out devils and prophecy in the name of Jesus. If we have not studied the Sermon on the Mount up to this point then we will look at this passage out of context. The answers are all in the sermon.

				Difficult to Understand

				These verses are very difficult for Christians to understand because they do not seem to fit into the normal doctrines of the evangelical Church. Therefore, we will need to ask pertinent questions.

				

				1. Jesus said to people who had cast out devils in his name, "I never knew you"—does this mean that they were never 'saved'? Then how did they cast out devils in Jesus' name?

				

				2. Jesus said that even if people call him Lord, cast out devils and prophecy and do not do his will they will not enter into the kingdom of heaven. So, is there a difference 

			

			
				between the kingdom of heaven and eternal life?

				

				3. Is it possible to use Christ’s name to cast out devils and prophecy and not know him?

				

				4. How can casting devils out and prophesying and doing wonderful works in Jesus' name be a work of iniquity?

				

				Unless we can answer these above questions then we will either, not apply a proper interpretation to the verse we are studying or, we will fit them to our doctrines. This often leads to the very opposite of what Jesus meant. Let me take them in order and let the bible give us the answers.

				

				 1. Can someone cast out devils and not be saved?

				

				The context of the verses are a good place to start our search and it is obvious that Jesus is still talking about false prophets. 

				From the previous chapters I have shown that the wolves in sheep’s clothing are Christians who have accepted salvation by faith and have eternal life but have been deceived along the way (the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches have choked them). They have gone back into the ways of the world. However, they still operate the gifts and preach salvation through Jesus. 

				Followers of Jesus on the Broad Road

				These people who face Jesus are saved for eternity (I do not want the readers to think that I am saying 'once saved always saved' for I am not). This category of people are following Jesus, but they are on the 'broad way' and have not rejected Christ or trampled the cross of Christ 

			

			
				underfoot. They are saved because they have faith in the blood of Christ, and have accepted the free gift of salvation. 

				

				Answer—Yes, they are saved and have eternal life

				

				2. Is there a difference between the Kingdom of God and eternal life?

				

				There is a vast difference between the two and it amazes me that so many Christians do not know the difference. Eternal life starts for the majority of God’s people after the judgement of God at the Great White Throne. Heaven and earth have passed away and the new heaven and earth await creation; And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

				And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 

				This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10-15).

				This is why we need the blood, to protect us from God's judgement and to obtain eternal life. It is not to do with works, it is to do with faith in Christ’s atonement.

				What is The Kingdom?

			

			
				The Kingdom of God has nothing to do with eternal life, it is to do with the physical reign of Jesus Christ for one thousand years on this planet. The kingdom will then be handed back to God (see 1 Corinthians 15:24-28), and the heavens and earth destroyed. It is where Christ reigns with his bride over all people who are still in their physical bodies. Only the bride will have a glorified body. It is those that overcome as described in the letters to the Churches. Notice how many references there are to ‘reigning’ in the kingdom in those letters.

				It is only common sense to realise that if the meek inherit the earth then the rebellious will not, and if the humble have the Kingdom, then the proud will not. Compare the beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-12 with those in Luke 6:20-26. You will discover the two categories. Those who enter the joy of the Lord and those who wail and weep. These parables about the kingdom are all about giving an account of our stewardship when we face Jesus at his judgement seat and are not for eternal life (Footnote 1).

				Who Will Face Jesus 

				Jesus said; in that day he will say to them. This can only be the judgement of Jesus at his coming—the judgement seat of Christ as Paul calls it; But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you set at nought your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgement seat of Christ (Romans 14:10).

				For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he has done, whether it be good or bad  (2 Corinthians 5:10).

				Only those who are his servants and have accepted 

			

			
				salvation will be at this judgement. It is for rewards or punishment and not eternal life. Those people who do not accept Jesus' sacrifice, for salvation, in this life, will stand before the Great White Throne to be judged by God and not Jesus. God will judge for entrance into either eternal life or the lake of fire.

				This judgement of Jesus is for reigning in the millennium Kingdom. There are many scriptures which say that not all Christians will reign with Christ—although they are saved by faith for eternal life. Paul says to Timothy a young minister. If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us (surely this is the same as saying, "I don’t know you" (2 Timothy 2:12).

				Christians Who Deny Christ

				He is talking about Christians denying Christ not the world denying Christ. Jesus says; if you are ashamed of me and my words. Christians are not ashamed of Jesus himself, but they are ashamed to live the practical teachings that Jesus instructed us to live in the Sermon on the Mount. Paul also said to the Church in Rome; And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together (Romans 8:17). 

				These scriptures put conditions on reigning and both of them require suffering in some manner. Jesus said that unless our righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees we will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 5:20). Read carefully all the references that Jesus made about the Kingdom of Heaven and you will see that all of them will only fit into the millennium reign of Christ and his bride

				

				

			

			
				Answer—The Kingdom of Heaven is not eternal life, but it is the thousand year reign of Jesus with his bride. The Kingdom of Heaven will come down to earth.

				

				3. Is it possible to cast out devils in Jesus' name 

				and not know him?

				

				It is easy to show from scripture that people can indeed cast out devils and prophecy in Christ’s name and not know Christ. The key is to understand  what knowing Christ means.

				We have looked at Balaam and seen that he heard from God, spoke on his behalf and yet he was a sorcerer from Babylon. He did not know God. To know God is not to know about God and his word. Satan knows God and his word and uses it all the time to deceive Christians. To know God is to have an intimate relationship with him— Adam knew his wife, which means he had a sexual relationship with her. 

				Knowing God

				This is knowing God—to be one with him by spiritual intercourse. It is not to know doctrines and theology, but to know the person. A person gets angry, doctrines do not.  As Thomas A’ Kempis put it, “What does it profit me to know all the mysteries of the Trinity if by my life I displease the Trinity?” 

				Paul says; That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffering, being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 

				He is talking about attaining the resurrection of the 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				bride—the first resurrection—for everyone, saint and sinner, will be resurrected one day. Paul understood about the kingdom and the prize of the high calling in Christ.

				Again, in 1 Corinthians chapter 11 he says the same thing as Jesus, and confirms that we can have the gifts and not the fruit. (I will show later in this chapter that God’s will is that we bear fruit.) Verse 1-3 tells us that we can have all faith to move mountains, we can prophecy and work miracles, but  without compassion—the character of Christ, and fruit of the spirit—we are nothing. 

				Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 

				And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profits me nothing. 

				I Don't Know You

				Obviously, Paul is not saying that God thinks that these people do not exist. He must mean that God does not recognise them. God is saying "I don’t know you for I can only recognise your fruit and not your gifts. You had a relationship with my power and not my person."

				I know all about the Queen of England and I could tell you all about her family and her home, her travels and her pets, and yet if I was presented to her, she would say that she did not know me. I know her but she doesn't know me. This is exactly how it will be when these people meet Jesus. They will certainly know all about Jesus and his power, but he will not know them.

				

			

			
				

				Answer—Yes it is possible to have and use the power of God and not 'know him' 

				

				4. How can casting devils out, prophesying 

				and doing wonderful works in Jesus' name 

				be a work of iniquity?

				

				Jesus told them to depart from him as these people had no part in the kingdom; And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity (Matthew 7:23). He actually called their good works in his name, works of iniquity. We must not make our own judgements on the words of Jesus and fit them to our own biased doctrines. His words are plain and we see how God and Jesus view things very differently than we often do. We must not fit Jesus' words to suit our beliefs, we must change our beliefs and mind-set to conform to Jesus. 

				In God’s mind, to use his power without his character is misrepresentation. To misrepresent God is not a light thing, and I do not consider it strange to call this an evil thing—a work of iniquity. These people know the gifts but not the giver of the gifts and it is very sad. When they show God’s power and then misrepresent his character—the fruit— then they profane his holy name.

				God’s work should be a consequence of his will. We should evangelise because we have prayed, not pray because we are evangelising. The order must always be right if we are to please God and be a part of the coming Kingdom on earth.

				God’s Will

			

			
				We will now look at God's will for his Church; for the verses we are looking at say that only those who do the will of God shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

				God’s will is not about what we do—works—but about what we are. It is about being and not about doing. With God, motive is king, and he is not so much interested in what we do as in why we do it. I have already looked at 1 Corinthians 13, and shown that without the motive of love, our gifts are not acceptable to God and he will not recognise them, or us. Let me bring some more scriptures to emphasise this fact. 

				I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that bears not fruit he takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit (John 15:1-2 ).

				From the above verse it is fruit that God is demanding and the fruit is the overflow of the vine. Paul in Galatians chapter five lists the fruit of the spirit and it is all about character. 

				The Beatitudes that we have studied in this series are all about attitude and the character of Christ. Verse 16 of the above passage in John explains why we were chosen, and it was not to display gifts, it was to bear fruit that would remain. Then it says we can ask for the miracles. The character always comes first with God and the gifts are only a consequence of having that life of God in us.

				You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you (John 15:16).

				

			

			
				The Perfect Man

				And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: until we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-13).

				Paul, in Ephesians, tells us that all the ministry gifts are for one ultimate purpose and that is the perfect man. God is more interested in what we become than what we do. The end of his purpose is to perfect a holy bride for his son; and it is character he is looking for—not talent or achievements. 

				To conclude this chapter, let me summarise what I have said. These false prophets are doing the works of God and many people may be saved because of these works, but the prophets themselves are not doing God’s will because they are not showing God’s character—the fruit—and God will reject them despite their works.

				Signs Follow Us

				We must be careful that we do not follow signs and wonders. If you are following signs and wonders then you can be sure that you have the 'cart before the horse', because the signs and wonders should follow us (see Mark 16:17). We should not seek them. If you are seeking wealth, happiness and health then you have the wrong emphases, for we are to seek the kingdom and Christ’s righteousness and all the things that the world seeks will be added unto us. We must be very careful of our motives, for they are hidden in our hearts and the heart of man is deceitful and desperately wicked and we do not know it. God would not 

			

			
				ask us to guard it diligently if it were not so.

				 Keep your heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life (Proverbs 4:23).

				Parable of the Talents

				Let me finish with the well known parable of the talents as recorded in Matthew. It is all about the kingdom when Jesus returns; read carefully its context (Matthew chapters 24-25).

				He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, you delivered unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; You have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things: enter into the joy of your lord. 

				Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I know that you are a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not strawed: and I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the earth: lo, there you have what is yours. 

				His lord answered and said unto him, You wicked and slothful servant, you knew that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: you ought therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received my own with usury. Cast the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth (From Matthew 25:22-30).

				I am sure most Christians would believe this to be about stewardship of Jesus' servants and so we can not apply one part to saint and another part to sinner, for they were all servants to the same master. There was not only praise and reward, there was also recrimination and punishment. Not 

			

			
				the lake of fire, but utter remorse and regret—wailing and gnashing of teeth.

				Let me encourage you to concentrate on producing the life of Christ—the fruit—and make sure that you will be accepted at the judgement seat of Christ and hear that wonderful accolade, well done, good and faithful, enter into the joy of the Lord.

				

				My goal is God himself, not joy or peace

				Not even blessing but himself, my God

				’Tis his to lead me there, not mine but his-

				At any cost, dear Lord, by any road!

				F. Brook

				                  

				Footnote 1 

				This book, 'Manifesto for a Revolution' (The Kingdom of God on Earth) by Alex Robertson and Published by Barratt Ministries Publications will give a complete explanation of the parables of the kingdom. ISBN 0-9528222-2-9

				

				This booklet  'The Three Kingdoms' by Alex Robertson (Barratt Ministries Publications ISBN 1-904592-02-3 will also answer many questions about the Kingdom of God 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 15

				

				Two Foundations

				

				  Therefore, whosoever hears these sayings of mine, and does them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:  and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

				And every one that hears these sayings of mine, and does them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

							Matthew 7:24-27

				

				Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

				1 Corinthians 3:13-15

				

				We are now at the end of Jesus' sermon and he gives 

			

			
				the final challenge to his listeners. It is also a conclusion, for he starts by saying 'therefore'—because of what I have taught you. 

				We have had the challenge of the two trees that a Christian can feed from and we have looked at the two gates leading to two roads that a Christian can walk along, and now Jesus faces us with two foundations on which we, as Christians, can build upon.

				I am amazed that nearly all the Christians I have come across have misunderstood this illustration, thinking it to be a gospel message. It goes something like this; those who are not saved are building on the sand of materialism or some religion or self reliance, and are bound for hell, and the Christians are building on the rock, which is Jesus, and their eternal destiny is sure. 

				While it makes a good gospel message it has been taken out of context and perverted from what Jesus was actually talking about. How can I be so dogmatic? Very easily, because Jesus himself told us what the rock and the sand symbolise and it is very different from the above.

				Disciples Only Please

				The first point I want to stress is that all of the Sermon on the Mount is addressed to disciples; And when he was set his disciples came to him and he taught them (Matthew 5:1).

				I have shown that the two trees and the two roads are both ways for a Christian to decide upon and so it is with this last illustration. Jesus says that the man who built on the sand lost his life’s work—his building. He did not suffer for he was still alive and safe. The illustration is about a choice of foundation as to whether there will remain 

			

			
				anything left after the test of the storms.

				Jesus said that those who hear and do, what he has instructed them in the sermon, are like a man building on a rock; Therefore, whosoever hears these sayings of mine, and does them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock (Matthew 7:24-25).

				So building on the rock is hearing and doing the Sermon on the Mount. It is that simple. All Christians hear the Sermon on the Mount, but most will not pay the price of actually doing it. To believe it and affirm that it is good, and then not  practice it, is to reject it.

				Sand Builders

				Jesus said that the man building on the sand is like a man who heard the words of his sermon, but didn’t do them; And every one that hears these sayings of mine, and does them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it (Matthew 7:26-27).

				 Unbelievers do not hear the Sermon on the Mount, for it is not preached as a gospel message. This is about the majority of Christians in the West; for they hear and don’t do, and they are building on sand. When the test comes their house will collapse with a great fall. Notice that the house fell. The man was safe, but all his efforts were wasted and exposed when the test came. 

				So, building on the sand is hearing and not doing—it is that simple.

				

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				Let me remind you what Jesus taught in his sermon and what I have expounded in these six books, for these are the things that we should be living and not just believing.

				Matthew Chapter 5  

				We are to have the mind of Christ—the beatitudes. They are not ways of doing, but are ways of thinking. A humble act can make a man proud. A meek act, with resentment, is only covering up rebellion; and so on. 

				We must be honest and allow our hypocrisy to be exposed. It is not enough to cease our violence, because anger is the root of murder, and we must deal with anger in our secret place—the heart. Christianity is dealing with the anger, and not controlling the violence. Lust is the root of adultery; and so on. 

				We must do good to our enemies and pray for those who use and abuse us in a deceitful way. We must turn the other cheek and go the extra mile, and rejoice when we are falsely accused and reviled, even though we are innocent.

				Matthew Chapter 6

				We must have a secret life of almsgiving, prayer and fasting to prove our motives and to give God the right to change us despite ourselves. We must deal with covetousness in our lives and not seek riches. We must understand that Godliness with contentment is great gain, which means we have to withdraw ourselves from covetous Christians who say that gain is godliness. We must not lay up for ourselves treasures on earth, but we must lay them up in heaven. We have to serve God and not mammon. We must take no thought for our life, our food or clothes, so that we can seek the Kingdom of God and his righteousness 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				before anything else on this earth, including our house, car, wife, children or even our own lives.

				Matthew Chapter 7

				We must not judge a person’s motives but we must judge ourselves, sin in the Church and false prophets by their fruit. We must learn to pray more than our petitions and in our private closet we must develop a personal relationship with our Father in heaven. We must learn to seek his face until we learn to pray to closed doors—intercession. We must choose the narrow, restricted life of a disciple and not a follower. We must not enter the broad way even though the majority of Christians are on it. We must eat of the tree of life and not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

				A World of Difference

				If we are not doing all the above things, plus everything else in the sermon, then we are building on the sand, and in God’s estimation we are fools. God said that building on the sand makes us a foolish person. I suggest that you read again this series of books in the light that you now have and  start practising it instead of accepting and believing it. 

				There is a very different mental attitude when you read it with the realisation that it is instruction to be obeyed and not doctrine to be discussed. It is a marvellous adventure that not many Christians embark on, for it means leaving the safety of the boat and the comfortable safety net of system and doctrine. However, the change that comes in a person’s life when they start a faith relationship with God himself spoils a person for ever from the duties of the Christian 'religion' and makes him free indeed, and without desire 

			

			
				for anything else in this world.

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				Chapter 16

				

				Wise or Foolish Christians

				

				But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it: for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.

				Genesis 2:17

				

				  For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 

								1 Corinthians 1:21 

				 

				The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

				 					Proverbs 1:7

				

				

				Throughout the bible a wise man is one who has knowledge and applies it. Knowledge alone will never make us wise, in fact often it can make us proud—and a proud man is never wise. Paul says that knowledge puffs us up which sounds to me exactly like the effect that leaven has? Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs us up, but 

			

			
				compassion edifies (1 Corinthians 8:1). 

				A Knowledgable Fool

				We all know someone who has vast knowledge and yet cannot apply it and seem inept in the very practical issues of life. It is no surprise that we all fall into that category if we are not on the narrow road. Adam, the first man plunged us all into that abyss, for he was the world’s first fool. God told Adam and Eve they could eat of every tree in the garden except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He then gave them the knowledge—information—that if they ate of the tree they would certainly die. They ignored that knowledge, ate of the fruit of the forbidden tree, and became fools. 

				Mankind had been eating of this tree ever since and man’s own wisdom has made him a fool in God’s eyes. Paul said that now God has to take the foolish things of the world, and things despised, to bring our wisdom to nought. What a shame that God has to do this just to expose our false wisdom. 

				But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, has God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are (1 Corinthians 1:21-22).

				In the bible a fool is never a person who is uneducated or of low mentality. The bible classifies these people as simple, not as fools. The fool to God is someone who has knowledge and refuses to apply it. It is actually a form of rebellion and very serious. The man who says, 'there is no God', with the inescapable knowledge of creation staring him in the face, makes a statement of rebellion against 

			

			
				God himself, for his character is displayed in creation for all to see.

				Wind, Rain and Floods

				It is interesting to see what tests come upon our building, for it is not the fires. It is not about when we face Jesus at his judgement seat; it is shipwreck in this life. It is the winds that blow, rain that descends and the floods that are a consequence of these two that test the foundations of the house. And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house (Matthew 7:270). It seems to me that these are the circumstances that are common to all men—the winds of adversity and the floods of overwhelming circumstances. David often talked about them in his Psalms. When the waves of death compass me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid (2 Samuel 22:5).

				Common to Man 

				Christians or not, we are all exposed to the trials common to man—illness, bereavement, robbery, criticisms and persecution; There has no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that you are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that you may be able to bear it (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

				Our ministry and our testimony will collapse when the pressures come if we are not practising the Sermon on the Mount. How many mighty ministries have collapsed suddenly? How many mighty men have been caught in immorality? These men did not enter the ministry to fall into disrepute and failure. They must have been building on the wrong foundations. 

			

			
				Don't Point the Finger

				Of course it is easy to point the finger at world famous ministries, but the principle is the same for a housewife or an ordinary member of a local Church. For those who are not public figures, the public don’t see our buildings collapse. But as I travel the world, teaching in many different situations and many different denominations, I see Christians all the time who are enthusiastically building one minute and in the depths of despair the next. These are sand builders, for their inconsistent lifestyle is the evidence. The trials of life and the consequences of them will expose which foundation you have been building upon.

				How many Churches do you know that have not had a split at some time? I suspect very few. The Church will never split if it is built on the practice of the Sermon on the Mount and not on Church doctrine and the traditions of the elders. 

				Losing Your Building

				Don’t forget that losing your building does not mean losing your salvation. It is to lose your reward and entrance into the coming Kingdom of God on earth in the millennium.

				Paul gives an illustration to the Corinthian Church and it will help us to see this principle. He is talking about another foundation and a completely different situation— the judgement seat of Christ. Nevertheless, it will show us that this illustration is not about losing our salvation, but about obtaining our rewards—in this case becoming the New Jerusalem, the bride of Christ.

				Paul says that Christians have only one foundation and that is Christ. A Christian cannot have Buddha or Allah as 

			

			
				their foundation to build upon. But, he warns us about the materials that our building will be made of—wood, hay and stubble, or gold, silver or precious stones. The fire will be the deciding factor. Whatever will survive the fire will remain—obviously this will only be gold silver and precious stones.

				Paul also says that the day will declare it, that is, when we stand before our master to give an account. John describes Jesus as our judge in the book of Revelation, just before he warns the Church to overcome her faults, and he says that the eyes of Jesus were like flames of fire. 

				Saved Despite the Fire

				The interesting thing is that when everything was burned up those people were still saved; Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. 

				If any man’s work abide which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

				Paul talks again about building in Hebrews; Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God. Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. (Hebrews 6:1-2). He tells us to lay aside the foundations of repentance from dead work, in other words the means of salvation, for it is only the foundation and so many Christians have a wonderful foundation that they keep beautifully clean and 

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

			
				tidy and yet they never manage to go beyond and put up a building and go on to perfection. Most ministry I hear is all about evangelism and salvation, and laying on of hands, when ministers should be building up; Christ in us—the hope of glory. 

				Entrance to the Kingdom

				Of course we need evangelism and the laying on of hands, but this is only the beginning and unless we build upon this foundation we will have nothing as our entrance fee for the kingdom. The price is silver gold and precious stones tried in the fire; I counsel you to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and white raiment, that you may be clothed, and that the shame of your nakedness does not appear; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see (Revelation 3:18). 

				Salvation and the laying on of hands do not produce these stones. It is the refining fires and the trials of persecution that will produce them. The New Jerusalem is built with these very costly materials. There is no wood, hay and stubble to be found in this building. 

				Let us re-dedicate the rest of our lives to pursue the Sermon on the Mount lifestyle and hear the words from our Master "Well done, good and faithful!"

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 17

				

				A Different Authority

				

				When Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

				Matthew 7:28-29

				

				And they were all amazed, saying, What thing is this? What new doctrine is this, for with authority he commands even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him?

								Mark 1:27

				 

				They were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.

										Luke 4:32

				

				

				I have now reached the end of the Sermon that Jesus taught his disciples on the Mount, and yet there are two verses at the end of Matthew 7 that are not 'red letter'. They are the only words of narration in the whole of the three chapters and it is not by chance that the Holy Spirit put 
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				I have now reached the end of the Sermon that Jesus taught his disciples on the Mount, and yet there are two verses at the end of Matthew 7 that are not 'red letter'. They are the only words of narration in the whole of the three chapters and it is not by chance that the Holy Spirit put 

			

			
				them at the end of this chapter and not at the beginning of the next one. I believe they are very important and we need to look at them before we can finish our study. 

				The verses above say that people were amazed at his doctrine. This is not surprising for he said many things that were completely different from what they were used to hearing. But that is not why they said it, for the verse carries on to say; For he taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes. This is a surprising statement because the scribes had great authority. In the New Testament the term lawyers and scribes are interchangeable. They were public teachers of the law.

				Matthew was not saying that the scribes did not have authority for it would not be true. He was saying that Jesus spoke with a different authority and this is what should interest us, for this is the authority that we need.

				True Authority

				True authority does not come from knowledge, it comes from experience and this is what the scribes lacked. They knew the law of Moses and I am sure that there was not a part that was beyond their knowledge, and discussion. They could interpret every sentence and phrase that was written, for they had decades of accumulated knowledge and philosophy. This gave them authority with the people. They knew more than they did so they could 'lord' it over them. It is very difficult to argue with someone who knows more about a subject than you. However, experience is its own teacher and because Jesus knew God, and was the word made flesh, he often said words that confused the religious, such as; Wisdom is justified of all her children (Luke 7:35). Knowledge and traditions had to bow; or 

			

			
				retaliate violently—and that is what happened. God's chosen people reacted violently and Jesus ended his life naked and on a cross. 

				Living - Not Believing

				There is no substitute for the experience of living the Sermon on the Mount. The knowledge of it will not change the preacher or the people he preaches to. The 'authority' of so many ministers today stems from insecurity and lack of experience with God and is substituted by legalism, condemnation and even bullying. The only weight that a sermon will carry is the authority of the life that is living it. The authority of Jesus came from his practical lifestyle. He did turn the other cheek, go the extra mile, and love his enemies. He died on the cross in extreme pain and torment, but asked God to forgive the people who were causing his pain and death. Until we live the Sermon on the Mount we will never help people change into the image of the God's Son. We may motivate people to give tithes, win souls and be involved in Church activities, but it will never produce the spotless bride that is being prepared for God’s son.

				Practice What You Teach

				I have been accused on a few occasions of not practising what I teach. People have said “Your teaching is very good and we can’t fault it, but you do not live what you teach”. Unfortunately, they do not understood the fact that my teaching is my lifestyle, and not what I say. The bible tells me that I am an epistle that is known and read of all men. It is too late to practice what I teach for I am already teaching what I practise by my very  lifestyle. If someone rejects my lifestyle they are rejecting my teaching. Words 

			

			
				mean nothing without actions (see James 2).

				Jesus' teaching was also his actions. In Mark 1:27, it records that; they were all amazed, so much so, that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority he commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him; Here Jesus' teaching was his authority over evil spirits.

				The Apostles' Doctrine

				 The early Church did four things that are the bedrock of Christianity, and not one of them is evangelism. Evangelism should be a consequence of all these. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread, and in prayers (Acts 2:42).

				What was the apostles' doctrine? It certainly wasn’t Church doctrine, for it was not formed at that time. The gospels had not been written and they didn’t carry a box of Old Testament scrolls with them. Truth is that these people had been with and seen the demonstration of the Sermon on the Mount, and as John said; That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life (1 John 1:1). 

				These people had experienced the life of Christ and not just the knowledge of him. They had eaten and walked with, and been witnesses to the risen Jesus. Their doctrine was the Sermon on the Mount—the lifestyle of Jesus. Nothing else that we do, or believe, in our lives, will come within a million miles of this way of the cross.

				Let us be Christians who do and live, and not just Christians who know. If we practice the teachings of Jesus as he taught and lived then we will begin to change ourselves, our families and those with whom we come into 

			

			
				contact with in our daily lives. We will become a friend of sinners and the enemy of the religious. It is not an easy road, but the rewards are great and as Jesus said; Unless our righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees we will never see the Kingdom. 

				I believe the same is true of our authority—unless it exceeds that of the Scribes and Pharisees and is a result of our lifestyle, we will not enter the Kingdom. 

				The Ball is now in Your Court!

				I have, over 6 volumes, shared the truth of Jesus' teaching from the Sermon on the Mount and now my conscience is clear before God and man. I, as a watchman, have delivered my own soul. Now, you will have to make your own decision as to whether you will read and forget, or start to live the real Christian lifestyle. May God help us all to run the race and receive the crown of life that awaits those who overcome. 

				  True and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. These are the true sayings of God (from Revelation 19:1-9).
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				These books are all based on the Sermon on the Mount and Maurice has 64 one hour teaching sermons to cover the whole series on CD and DVD. 

				

				

				To view all the material, look at Barratt Ministries Web site. There are hundreds of teachings on CD and DVD covering many subjects including 50 Talks to Men.

				 www.barrattministries.org.uk 

				or write to address on back cover 

				or Tel. 0161 224 2620 to order.

				

				

				Maurice is available to teach these subject and has ministered discipleship all over the UK, USA, Canada, Europe, Africa, India and the West Indies. 

				Contact: Tel.  0161 224 2620 

				or E-mail at: bminmcr@aol.com

			

		

	OEBPS/images/Bmp_logo_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/187.png
CHOICES

for a disciple





