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			Our English word for fellowship comes from the Greek word 'koinonia'. The root of this word, 'koinos', was regularly used in the ancient Greek language as a prefix with words like 'family', 'home', and 'meeting'. The word 'koinos' is loosely translated as 'in common' or 'together'. Adding the prefix makes new words like: 'the same family', 'a common home', or 'a public meeting'. Koinonia was also commonly used to describe the most intimate relationship of a marriage. So then, we can say that 'fellowship' means 'common fellows together' and even 'a relationship of like-minded people'.

		

	
		
			Introduction 

			 

			Fellowship in the Spirit

			Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with you, which frames mischief by a law?

			Psalm 94:20

			During my ministry of nearly 50 years, I have preached in dozens of countries, in dozens of denominations, and in thousands of Churches, but it is not so common to have spiritual fellowship. Even ministers, who have invited me to their homes after the service for a meal before I travel on, have not been able to have spiritual fellowship with me. We can have wonderful fellowship on a natural level talking about our families, sport, or the state of the country, but there is often no unity when we talk about God and our personal walk with Jesus. I have even had a minister of a large Pentecostal church say to me after we have had a meal together after the meeting where I have preached, "Let's not talk shop". He did not want to talk about Jesus and his walk with him, he had switched off and turned on to his other life, and there was no fellowship with him in Christ – how very sad. 

			We Must Have the Same Father

			Christian fellowship is when Jesus in me communes with Jesus in another person. Therefore, it is impossible to have spiritual fellowship with anyone outside the family of God. If a person does not have the same father there can be no true spiritual unity and therefore no true fellowship. As Paul said in his letter to the Corinthian church.

			Don't be unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion has light with darkness?

			2 Corinthians 6:14 

			We could think that Paul is talking about those who are not Christians, and of course it includes them, but it also applies to those who only believe they believe and have no faith - for unbelief causes disobedience, and disobedience is rebellion, and rebellion is sin. Jesus had no fellowship with the Pharisees, even though they were God's people, because they walked in darkness. It is possible to be in the light and still walk in darkness. 

			But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

			1 John 1:7-8

			He that says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness even until now.

			1 John 2:9

			Talking to the disciples Jesus said:

			But if your eye is evil, your whole body shall be full of darkness. Therefore, If the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

			Matthew 6:23 

			Children of Abraham?

			Although the Pharisees and Lawyers claimed that they came from Abraham's seed, so were true Jews according to the flesh, Jesus refuted their claim and told them that spiritually they were the children of Satan because they displayed Satan's character and not the character of Abraham or God.

			You do the deeds of your father. Then they said to him, We are not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, you would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. Why do you not understand my speech? Even because you cannot hear my word. You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father you will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

			John 8:41-44

			Many Christians seem to think that because they have the same doctrines, or belong to the same denomination, they can have spiritual fellowship, but this is not true. Conformity is not fellowship because fellowship is a spiritual thing and only unity in the spirit will bring this. 

			Enemies or Friends

			A few years ago my wife had 2 cats, and one of them died so she brought home a kitten so the remaining cat would not be lonely. The older cat would not accept the kitten into its environment and would spit at it and keep away from it. There was certainly no fellowship although they were both cats and both ate the same food and lived in the same house. 

			One day the kitten slipped while walking on a timber beam of an extension we were building on the house and was clinging on with its paws over a drop of 15 feet. When the older cat saw the plight of this little kitten he rushed out, gathered it by the scruff of its neck, in his teeth, and carried it into the house where he set it down. From that day onward they were inseparable and the best of friends – something happened spiritually. Whether it was a parenting instinct, or compassion, I do not know but it brought unity and they had 'fellowship' from that day forward. Conformity does not bring unity nor does it facilitate fellowship. Even this illustration of my wife's cats shows that between 2 cats there  was a spiritual bond and not a natural one.

			 Jesus did not have fellowship with the world. He was accused of being a 'friend of sinners' because he loved them and shared the father's love, but he was not their friend, because they did not love God. The followers of Jesus were not even his friends. He told the disciple that they knew they were his friends because he shared his plans with them. He said that they were his friends if they did what he instructed them; in other words, those who are obedient are his friends, not those who believe in him. There is a world of difference.

			You are my friends, if you do whatever I command you. From now on I won't call you servants; for the servant doesn't know what his lord does: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

			John 15:14-15

			Abraham was the father of faith because he obeyed God and God called this man his friend – one whom he had fellowship with. Imagine that; God said he had a spiritual relationship with Abraham. What an accolade!

			And the scripture was fulfilled which said, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

			James 2:23

			And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 

			Genesis 18:17-18

			I have found spiritual unity to be a rare thing and it is always a surprise and delight when it happens. Why is this, and what is the difference between Christian socialising and spiritual fellowship? I trust I can help the readers of this volume to understand what true fellowship is and how it is achieved in the body of Christ. There is so much disunity among Christian believers, and between denominations. The fact that they all have their 'Statements of Faith' or, as I call them, 'Statements of Bias' only shows how far we have come from the early church model and true fellowship. 

			The Early Church Model

			This is the second volume in the 'Early Church Series' and I have chosen Fellowship as the subject of this volume from the 4 activities of the first disciples after they had received the Holy Ghost. These were the things the apostles did.  

			1. Breaking of bread

			2. Fellowship

			3. The Apostle's doctrine

			4. Payer

			And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

			Acts 2:42

			The Holy Ghost was no longer 'with them', as he was with those under the Old Covenant, but was now 'in them'. They were now 'temples of the Holy Ghost', and their lifestyle reflected it in every area. Fellowship was an important part of this new lifestyle and they met from house to house to participate in these 4 activities. These activities were, and of course still are in our present time, 'means of grace' – that is, means whereby the life of Christ could grow and manifest through their lifestyle and attitudes. 

			There is no fellowship without unity and I will explore what unity in Christ involves and what it is not. There is a growing trend, initiated by the Jesuits, to infiltrate Christianity with the false premiss of 'unity at all costs' and therefore to love all religions for the sake of unity. It is a subtle ruse to draw Protestants and indeed all religions back to their mother, and only true church in their minds,  Roman Catholicism. True unity comes at great cost as I will show in this volume.

			 By studying this subject I have discovered there is more to fellowship than I first imagined and so I hope you will be challenged and motivated to pursue this vital part of church life for yourself.

		

	
		
			I want the whole Christ for my Saviour, the whole Bible for my book, the whole Church for my fellowship, and the whole world for my mission field.  

			John Wesley

		

	
		
			1 

			Why Did God 

			Create Man?

			God sets the solitary in families: he brings out those which are bound with chains: but the rebellious dwell in a dry land

			Psalm 68:6 

			Why did God make man? Why did God, who existed in eternity, create time, and create the earth to put man upon? The Westminster Catechism says man was created to glorify God. 

			 

			Question. What is the chief end of man?

			Answer. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

			To glorify God has two meanings 

			1. To show his character 

			2. To give God the honour that is due to him. 

			Of course this should be our response to our creator so I can agree with this, but is this the reason God made us – to glorify and worship him?  

			What About Love

			I would like to challenge this for I believe God made us because he wanted fellowship with those made in his image. God had billions of angels in heaven to worship and glorify him before creation. The Seraphim and Cherubim have cried "Holy Holy Holy" throughout eternity, but they do not love him for they do not have the capacity – they were not made in the image of God. Only human beings can love God as he loves them. I cannot find any scripture to say angels love God. It is true that they worship him but you can worship God yet not love him as many scriptures attest. Worship does not prove love. Of course, if you love you will automatically worship, but love has to be from the heart not the mouth. 

			This people draw nigh unto me with their mouth, and honour me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

			Matthew 5:8

			God Gave us a Free Will!

			I believe God made man so that he could love God from his own free will, and for man to have the possibility to choose not to worship or acknowledge God. That is the reason why God gave us a free will, because he wants mankind to love him from their own hearts because they have chosen to do so. He wants us to reciprocate his love out of choice and not compulsion, or because we are created or programmed to love.

			  We love him, because he first loved us.

			1 John 4:19

			What has love got to do with fellowship? Everything, for it is impossible to have fellowship with people you hate. Fellowship is an expression of love. If you love someone you will crave fellowship with them. The more you love the more you will want unity and a closeness that can only come out of a relationship of being together – this is fellowship.

			God's Great Plan

			God's plan was always to show his love. The creation of Satan and the fall of man are all part of this plan and not a mistake. It was planned before he created the earth. God so loved that he gave his son to reconcile us back to God so that we could have relationship, unity, and fellowship with him. I have written a whole series (7 books) to show that God wanted a family. Footnote 1 Love wants unity and unity bears fruit. I will condense here the whole series of 7 volumes into a few sentences. 

			God chose Israel as his wife and they produced a son – Jesus. The Holy Ghost is now preparing a bride for God's son. When he returns to earth he will restore Israel (God's wife at this present time was put away because of her adultery) back to God, and collect his bride to present her to his father and consummate the marriage. The family of God will then be complete and live happily ever after on the new earth for eternity. All those who are not in relationship with God will not be in eternity with God's family. 

			The plan of God is all about love, romance, and family life, and without family there is no true relationship, fellowship, or unity.

			All Religion is vanity

			This is why all religion is always wrong because it fights against this principle of a spiritual family and family life, and substitutes it with organisation, manipulation through fear, and power over people.  It is no different than politics in that it seeks to impose its beliefs on the masses. This was never the intention of Jesus – to save the world and make it 'Christian'. The mandate from Jesus is to tell the whole world the good news – not to save souls or build 'the church'. He said that few (the minority) would find the way of discipleship and many (the majority) would be on the road to destruction. He said that he would build the church so it is not the job of the minister or  denomination to do this. If we reconcile men to God, Jesus will build the church. 

			When we build the Church, then by default we are building the counterfeit church, the counterfeit bride of Christ, which is the Whore of Babylon

			Napoleon was not wrong when he stated: 

			Religion is excellent stuff for keeping common people quiet. Religion is what keeps the poor from murdering the rich.

			Does God Know You?

			The world seems to understand religion better than God's people, who themselves prefer religion to a personal relationship. I have seen many slogans on Facebook saying 'Christianity is not a religion, but a relationship', but of course it is not true. Christianity is indeed a religion and far from what Jesus came to bring. If you have a relationship with God you need fellowship not religion. If you have a religion it always hinders a personal relationship with your creator. Most Christians know all about God because their religion has taught them what he is like, but it seems to me that very few actually know him. The question is, not whether you know God, but does God know you?. Let me finish this short chapter with the challenging words of Jesus to his disciples. If he does not know you, then you can never have true fellowship with him.

			Not every one that says to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name? And in your name have cast out devils? And in your name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity.

			Matthew 7:21-23

			Those who he did not know obviously did not have an intimate relationship with Jesus and were in fellowship with the 'Church' and with the power of God but not God himself – there is a world of difference. Please consider this.

			That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

			Philippians 3:10

			If God himself made man because he desired fellowship then it is no wonder that fellowship was one of the 4 things the early church did after they received the Holy Ghost. 

			Footnote 1

			The 7 books in the series 'Israel, the Church, and the Kingdom of God, are available from Barratt Ministries website shop, or from Amazon, as a paperback or Kindle download.

			 www.barrattministris.org.uk

			The whole series has been filmed and is available on YouTube or Vimeo.

		

	
		
			Don’t just share your struggles, and above all, don’t just commiserate with one another. Remember, we are to be ministers of grace to each other. We are to seek to be avenues of the Holy Spirit to help the other person appropriate the grace of God. Praying with and for one another, sharing applicable portions of Scripture, and helping each other submit to God’s providential dealings with us, must characterize our times together.

			 Jerry Bridges

			Friendship with Jesus,

			Fellowship Divine.

			Oh what blessed sweet communion,

			Jesus is a friend of mine.

			Joseph C. Ludgate
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			What is Fellowship?

			Fellowship – a lot of fellows in the same ship

			Danny McVicar

			How can we define fellowship? I mean spiritual fellowship – fellowship that will put more of the life of Christ into a person. 

			In the first volume of this series I said that the 4 things the early church participated in were means of grace; ways to feed the new divine nature of Christ that was deposited in our mortal bodies when we became children of God. It is not enough to be born the second time, we have to grow and mature the second time; that is spiritually. This has nothing to do with carrying the power of God; for a person can have all the 9 gifts of the spirit and be devoid of the fruit of the spirit; which is the character of God. Fellowship must feed our new nature and is one of the ways to mature us in Christ.

			Fellowship is not Uniformity

			Maybe I should discuss what fellowship is not as a good place to start? Being in the same place and having the same beliefs does not qualify as fellowship. Having unity of doctrine, or ethnic origin, or cultural class, does not qualify as fellowship. Socialising with other Christians, even with those you agree with in all areas, does not mean you can have fellowship with them. Fellowship in spirit is an entirely different thing. I have had wonderful fellowship with believers who differ in their doctrines from my own revelation, and it did not have any hindrance to our unity in Christ. This is what fellowship is all about – unity of the spirit. The glue that binds those who have fellowship in the spirit is the seed of God, the life and love of God. Not social, religious, or doctrinal compatibility. I know that most Christians would say they love God but it is not true. 

			Believing something to be true does not make it true! 

			Faith in a lie is unbelief. 

			We prove we love God by how we love our brother, and remember that our brother, or neighbour, includes  our enemy according to the parable of the Good Samaritan. (The parable is in Luke 10.)

			If a man say, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he that doesn't love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loves God love his brother also. 

			1 John 4:20-21

			No fellowship of Disobedience with Obedience

			When a believer is not walking in obedience to the word of God and is rebellious, then it is impossible for a believer who is walking in obedience to have spiritual unity with that believer. Being a believer does not qualify a person to have fellowship with another believer – the devil is a believer but it is impossible to have fellowship with him and Jesus at the same time. Jesus said that if we love him we keep his commandments and so if I have not forgiven a brother or sister then I am walking in rebellion and not in the love of God. If I am not living the instructions in the Sermon on the Mount, how can I say I love Jesus. How can someone who is obedient to Christ have fellowship with someone who is disobedient to Christ. The 'Jesus in me' cannot have fellowship with the 'Jesus in this person', for his life is not in them. They may be saved, but if the demonstrable life of Christ is not manifest through them there will be no unity in the spirit and therefore no fellowship. 

			It's All About the Heart

			Fellowship is all to do with the heart. You can never have fellowship with someone with a different heart. You can agree in your mind and beliefs, but if your heart is not united then you cannot have fellowship with that person.

			A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you  also love one another.   By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another.

			John 13:33-34

			To end this chapter I will leave the reader with the exhortation of Paul to the believers at Ephesus believers. Surely it is a plea to walk as we ought to walk so that we can have spiritual fellowship with one another. Note that he is saying these sins are named amongst believers. They breed disunity and stop true fellowship. 

			Incompatible

			The modern church is full of immorality, self  seeking, covetousness, and pride; so how can a person who loves God and not themselves have fellowship with these believers? Paul warned Timothy, a young minister, that in the last days people would be lovers of self rather than lovers of God.

			Therefore be followers of God, as dear children; and walk in love, as Christ also has loved us, and has given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour. But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becomes a saint;  neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. For this you know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things comes the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Therefore don't be partakers with them. For you were sometimes darkness, but now are you light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

			Ephesians 5:1-11

		

	
		
			Satan always hates Christian fellowship; it is his policy to keep Christians apart. Anything which can divide saints from one another he delights in. He attaches far more importance to godly intercourse than we do. Since union is strength, he does his best to promote separation.

			    C.H. Spurgeon

			We should not...think of our fellowship with other Christians as a spiritual luxury, an optional addition to the exercises of private devotion. We should recognise rather that such fellowship is a spiritual necessity, for God has made us in such a way that our fellowship with himself is fed by our fellowship with fellow Christians, and requires to be so fed constantly for its own deepening and enrichment.

			 J. I. Packer 

		

	
		
			3

			Fellowship With Yourself

			But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholds himself, and goes his way, and straightway forgets what manner of man he was.

			James 1:22-24

			This may seem a strange title for a chapter, but I believe it necessary to discuss this if we are to understand how true spiritual fellowship is achieved in the body of Christ. How we relate to ourselves is very important and is almost like a relationship. All day long we are talking to ourselves (this is not a sign of insanity – insanity is when we speak it out loud). We say in our minds, "I must take the car for a wash," I must remember to buy flowers for my wife as it's Valentine's Day on Tuesday," "I must not forget to book a holiday this month," and so on. Our conscious mind is talking to our heart, or as the bible says, our  soul – our real self.

			Talking to Your Soul

			The bible makes it clear that we can talk to ourselves. Here are a some scriptures to substantiate this.

			Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? And shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?

			Genesis 17:17

			And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 

			Genesis 27:41

			Speaking to Your Soul

			Both these men spoke from their conscious mind to their subconscious mind – their heart. My heart is me – my real self, my soul. They were aware of what they were thinking but were conveying it to their heart. In the New Testament Jesus gives an example of this in his parable of the foolish rich man. It says he spoke to his soul – that is himself,  or his heart.

			And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have much goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

			Luke 12:19

			God Called This Man a Fool!

			But God said unto him, You fool, this night your soul shall be required of you: then whose shall those things be, which you have provided?

			Luke 12:20

			This shows that our attitude to our self (or should I say our assessment of our self is crucial to how God sees us. Unless our mind is renewed we will see ourselves through the eyes of our Adamic nature which is always a distortion of the truth, and in danger of God thinking us a fool. If this is true then it is very serious and I can understand why Paul exhorts the Christians in Rome to renew their minds.

			And be not conformed to this world: but be  transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

			Romans 12:2

			Don't Think More Highly of Yourself

			The rest of this chapter in Romans gives almost 30 different attitudes that are contrary to the mind of the flesh, but he starts with the most fundamental of all, and the key to a true relationship with yourself. This following verse can be summed up in one word – humility – a true assessment of yourself

			For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God has dealt to every man the measure of faith.

			Romans 12:3

			A true assessment of our real self is vitally important to the life of a disciple and is the beginning of change in our character.

			I think it true to say that we are always 3 people in one body. This is how I see it: 

			1. How I present myself to others

			This is always a lie for it is not 100% truth. We all present ourselves differently than we really are.  We like to talk about our successes and omit to talk about our weaknesses, failures, and our deceitful heart. Because of the scriptural fact that we do not know our own hearts then it is impossible to present our true image to those around us – even our wife or husband. In fact I have found that a wife will often know her husband better than he knows himself (and vice versa of course). 

			2. How I see myself

			This is often more truthful or deceitful depending on the person. Many people are quite truthful, in the light they are in, about themselves and their heart, but present themselves differently to others. Others have a distorted view of themselves and so present this disposition to others.

			Believing the Lie

			 I had an employer who told me; "I deceive others, but I never deceive myself." He really believed this but to me it was a lie because he could not see how proud and self-centred he was. When I once suggested he was proud he said. "No son, I am just full of character." He would not even consider what I had said because he was sure he knew himself.

			3. How God sees me

			This, of course, is the only real truth about myself. Only God knows my heart. The bible says the heart of man is deceitful above all things – that is a fearful statement.

			The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

			Jeremiah 17:9

			Therefore, I can state, not as a formula but as a natural consequence, that the more a person knows God then the more they will know themselves, because to know God is to know your own sinful and deceitful self. 

			Knowing Yourself

			I know from my own experience that being exposed to myself has had wonderful consequences in my relationship with God. I did not know how proud I was before God began this painful process. I remember at my secondary school when  a boxing ring was erected in the gym one day and our class were asked to pair with one of their classmates to have one minute in the ring. None of us had ever put boxing gloves on or been in a boxing ring. I was so full of my own pride that I picked my friend whom I thought weak as I was sure I could easily get the better of him. He was a good 12” taller than I was and had long, long arms. We entered the ring and I just could not get near him, and was punched in the face so many times I could hardly see him through my watering eyes. It was a great dent to my pride.

			I Was Completely Deluded

			As a musician and record producer I thought I was far superior to what I actually was. I believed this lie for over 20 years until God exposed me to myself and I realised my wife and eldest son had far more basic musical talent, and better musical ears, than I ever had and I shudder to think how arrogantly I acted in professional recording studios now that I look back with different eyes. Pride blinds a person to what they are actually like and is the biggest obstacle to knowing the real God, and therefore to knowing yourself and having a correct view, or relationship with your own heart.

			Correct Relationships

			If I do not have a correct relationship with myself I will never be at peace in my heart, in my home, or in any of my relationships with other people. Tension in the heart because of an incorrect view of myself will stop unity with others and with God. 

			I have found that I am always drawn to Christians that have allowed God to break and humble them, and I have a godly relationship that transcends my doctrines, culture or status. Conversely, I find that I struggle to find unity with Christians who are proud and unyielding.

			In conclusion, if you want to have fellowship with God you will need an honest understanding of what you are really like for relationships have to be based on honesty, not deception. If you are deceived about your own character it will hinder your fellowship with God. And this is what I will discuss in the next chapter.

		

	
		
			Religion has deprived us of fellowship with our father.

			Sunday Adelaja

			Most Christians do not have fellowship with God; they have fellowship with each other about God.

			Paris Reidhead
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			Fellowship With God

			But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that you should have fellowship with devils.

			1 Corinthians 10:20 

			As disciples of Jesus we are now children of God by adoption through Jesus Christ. The bible is very clear on the fact that Jesus came to reconcile us back to God and renew the fellowship that Adam had with God in the Garden of Eden. No religion can offer this fellowship with the creator. Without this mediation by the death of Jesus we would have no personal relationship with God and therefore no fellowship with him.

			But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

			Romans 5:8-10

			Jesus – the Only Way

			No one can come to the father except through his son Jesus Christ and therefore no one can have fellowship with God except through Jesus. This is fundamental; here are a few scriptures that will confirm this.

			Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes to the Father, but by me.

			John 14:6

			Paul, in his letter to the Hebrews, shows that we now have access to God through the veil – not the veil of the temple but the veil of the flesh of Jesus that gives us access to God himself in heaven. We can have true fellowship with our creator thanks to the sacrifice of his son.

			Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he has consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;

			Hebrews 10:19-20

			And all things are of God, who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation; that is to say, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and has committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

			2 Corinthians 5:18-19

			For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell; and, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now has he reconciled.

			Colossians 1:19-21

			Notice, with all these scriptures it was not to reconcile us to Christ but to God, because it was from God we were alienated and separated, because of sin. Christ is the mediator. Our relationship and fellowship with God is always the priority. All others must take second place. 

			Who Should be First?

			I have heard Christians, including ministers, say that God is first in their lives, their family are second, and their ministry is the third priority. This sounds good but in actual fact; if God is first there are no seconds and thirds. It is God alone. If you worship your wife or your ministry then you have other Gods and inordinate affections. Only God's will should matter in your life and not the will of your family or ministry. 

			Unless you are willing to forsake your home, land, family, and even your own life, you cannot be a disciple of Jesus. Strong words, but they are from Jesus himself.

			If any man comes to me, and does not hate his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

			Luke 14:26

			Your fellowship and relationship with God will be defective to the same degree as you hold on to these other relationships. Of course, if you have a right relationship with God all other things will fall in to place and you will be a better pastor, and husband, or wife. However, your first consideration should always be to please God by doing his will.

			Anything For a Quiet Life!

			Being in fellowship and having a close relationship with God does not mean you will have a trouble free life, for it can often cause problems for other people – especially Christians. Peace is not always a sign that you are pleasing God. Anything for a quiet life does not please God if it is a consequence of disobedience.

			Fellowship, Not Just the Presence

			I think Christians have been misguided because so many I meet believe that if they feel the presence of God they are having fellowship with him (I could, of course, say that many times when there is the corporate unity of a large crowd with loud music and Christians think it is the anointing or presence of God they are deceived – for I believe this to be true). However, even if they are feeling the real presence of God it is no indication that the relationship with God is correct and good. You could feel the presence of God in a meeting and then go and commit adultery or have a blazing row with your partner on your way home. A person cannot be in fellowship with God when these things are unconfessed in their life. 

			Even in Hell!

			King David knew that the presence of God covered the whole creation and even in hell his presence could be felt. 

			If I ascend up into heaven, you are there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, you are there.

			Psalm 139:8

			The above verse obviously does not mean that God dwells in hell; it can only mean that his presence or spirit is universal, for scripture tells us that God himself dwells in heaven.

			 

			Satan Had No Fellowship With God!

			Satan was in the presence of God, but did not have fellowship with him, even though they had a friendly dialogue.

			Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. And the LORD said unto Satan, where did you come from? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

			Job 1:6-7

			I could be introduced to the Queen of England and talk to her for 30 minutes, but I would not have a relationship with her. It takes more than conversation to have fellowship even in the natural realm.

			I want to share 2 things that I believe our relationship and fellowship with God depends on. 

			The first is obedience. 

			Obedience is always better than sacrifice

			God is looking for obedience. Sacrifice and worship can often be a covering for disobedience as proven in the life of Saul when he offered sacrifices and yet was in disobedience. Samuel had to remind him that obedience is better than sacrifice and rebellion is as witchcraft. Again, more strong words, but we must not dismiss them because there is a principle involved. Only obedience will bring relationship and fellowship with God.

			...and Samuel said, Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.

			1 Samuel 15:22-23

			Jesus was always in communion with his father because he was always obedient to his voice.

			The second thing that is required before we can have fellowship – is truth.

			Obedience has to be to the truth. By that, I mean it is no good believing that you are obedient if you  are missing the point and are being obedient to what you think God says rather that what he actually means. The bible is very clear about what God likes and dislikes and how he expects us to behave. We have the law of Moses under the Old Covenant and we have the teachings of Jesus and the apostles in the New Covenant. Both are simple and easy to understand and obey if we do not let our doctrines and the tradition of men get in the way. 

			Robbing my Employer?

			For example; we know that God does not want us to steal. We cannot justify stealing and expect to have fellowship with God – disobedience will always alienate us from him. If I wash my hands 10 minutes before 5 o'clock and I am being paid to finish at 5 o'clock then maybe I am stealing time from my employer. Time is money, so I am robbing the company of its profits. We do not have to rob a bank to be a thief. I remember a true story I heard many years ago and it highlights how easy it is to deceive ourselves because of our culture or customs.

			A young preacher fresh out of bible school came to a Canadian village for his first pastorate. It was in the lumber region in between the forests and the paper mills that pulped the logs and produced the finished paper. A river ran through the village and thousands of logs all flowed down the river through the village on their way to the paper mills. The first week of his commission he walked through the village and saw  that the church members, along with most of the villagers, took the logs and used them for the log burning furnaces which supplied heat for their homes in the -20 degrees cold winters. 

			First Sermon

			He instantly knew what his first sermon should be. He stood in the pulpit and said. "As my first sermon I feel we should look at the basics of our faith and I want in the coming weeks, to teach on the 10  Commandments. I will start off with 'You shalt not steal'". He preached his heart out about how God hates stealing and made it very clear that a Christian should never steal. After the service he stood at the door of the Church as the members left and they praised him for his sermon. He went to his home happy, being sure things would change in the village. 

			During the following week, he noticed that nothing did change and people were still taking the logs. Believing that maybe they did not fully understand him, the next Sunday he addressed the congregation. "This week I will continue with the theme; Thou shalt not Steal part 2." He again put it really clearly that stealing was not acceptable in a person who followed Jesus. At the door they thanked him for his wonderful exposition and he again felt he had done a good job and things would change. 

			The following week he could see that the people were no different and still took the logs for their stoves. 

			Don't Steal the Logs

			In his desperation and frustration he fasted and sought God as to what he should do. God helped him and the next Sunday he said, "Today I will continue with the theme. This is part 3 of the study and is entitled; 'You shall not steal the logs.'" That was his last sermon – the elders fired him. They wanted him to preach 'the word' but not tell them how to live – they had been taking the logs for over 100 years and were not going to allow a young inexperienced minister to tell them how to live; they justified their larceny. 

			Sometimes preachers have to be specific and not just name general sins. Christians have become so immune to holiness in this present age that things have to be spelt out for them to be convicted.

			We all have areas in our lives where we are blind and justify them before men and God, but they are hindrances to true fellowship with God. Pray that God will expose you to yourself that you may adjust your lifestyle and mind-set, because this is the only way forward. To have a clear conscience is not proof that you are right. Our consciences can be hardened and what is good and justifiable to us may not be pleasing to God. Remember that we are born with the wrong tree as our conscience – the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. We must forsake that tree and start to eat of the tree of life which is conditional on us being obedient, regardless of what our consciences tell us. 

			Do not Lie

			God tells us not to lie, but it is all too easy to lie and justify it ...even as a Christian. Most men will lie to their wives if they are caught looking at a scantily clad lady in a newspaper. If challenged with the words, "Why are you looking at that woman", they will say they are trying to find the crossword or they were reading the opposite page, or whatever, because they do not want to be caught out – pride again. They should say, "Sorry darling. " I am sure any honest person can identify with this or a similar situation. The problem is this; if I lie to my wife, or boss, then I will lie to God. The principle is the same for so many things. If I despise people I will despise God. Because a liar is a liar and is not discriminate with their lies, then whenever they are in danger of being caught out they will defend the truth with a half lie or a change of conversation (which is just the same). When they are convicted by God they will do the same, make no mistake. 

			All those little foxes spoil the vine of our relationship and fellowship with God. All our weakness and sins are covered under the blood of Jesus for sure, but our sins and weaknesses hinder fellowship with God. We may have the righteousness of Christ for our salvation, but if we do not live a holy life our fellowship is marred and we will miss the kingdom reign with Christ.

			The Truth about God

			If we do not know the truth about God we cannot have fellowship with him. We cannot have a true relationship with the wrong, or false, God. So many Christians have been told lies about the character of God and so will never know him in truth, and can never have a meaningful relationship with him. So many preachers, especially those with mega TV ministries, say that God is a loving God and only wants to bless and prosper us. He only wants to fulfil our desires and dreams. This is a lie and perversion of the truth for half the truth is a lie. According to Paul's writing this would make God a bad father for he says that a good father punishes his children. I am a father and I know that blessing my children without chastisement is to spoil them and cannot possibly make them mature and disciplined.

			God is Still the Avenger

			The God who asked Israel to go and kill men, woman, children, and cattle in the land of Canaan did not have a heart transplant after the book of Malachi and will soon send his son to execute the world's bloodiest coup and rule with a rod of iron for 1,000 years. Do not be deceived by these Charlatan preachers. They neither have a true fellowship with God nor can they educate others to have one, because without truth there can be no real unity, or fellowship. God is a God of vengeance as well as a God of love and compassion and we need to understand the contradictory nature of God. Always full of compassion and always full of revenge. God always gave contradictory statements when describing his character. For example in the same sentence God says;

			And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 

			...and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.

			Exodus 34:6-7

			We must love God, but we must also fear God if we want a relationship with him. I expect no less of my own children. Love without discipline is mere sentimentality, a counterfeit, and the opposite of real love.

			The Friend of God

			Abraham became a friend of God because of his obedience. His obedience showed his faith and without faith it is impossible to please God (we cannot have fellowship with a person we are displeased with). It must also be true, that if we are disobedient to God's instructions, even if we are born of the spirit of God and covered by the blood of Jesus, we will lose our fellowship with God. There are consequences for disobedience and one of them, as well as chastisement, is to lose fellowship with our creator. Here are a few examples from the bible.

			Adam and Eve lost their fellowship with God because of disobedience, and so did Cain when he refused to offer what God required. God put Saul away for his disobedience when he chose another god through witchcraft. Ahasuerus put Queen Vasti away for her disobedience and she lost her relationship with the king. 

			Sin Stops True Fellowship

			In the New Testament Ananias and Sapphira were cut off because of their lies and covetousness, and Paul suggested that a man who was practising immorality be handed over to Satan – I am sure he was not in fellowship with God when he was living in sin.

			Our relationship and fellowship with God is because of Jesus, and that is our first priority, but we must also cultivate a good relationship with Jesus if we want to have fellowship with him also. This will be the subject of next chapter.

		

	
		
			There are many elements that go into the total concept of fellowship, as it is described in the New Testament, but the sharing together in suffering is one of the most profitable. It probably unites our hearts together in Christ more than any other aspect of fellowship.

			Jerry Bridges
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			Abiding in the Vine

			To be lonely is to have lost the enjoyed fellowship with God 

			Sunday Adelaja

			It is obvious from scripture that we are called to have fellowship with Christ, God's son. The following verses are very clear and just 2 of many that show this relationship is needed in the life of a disciple. We are obliged to cultivate this relationship with Christ all through our life.

			
God is faithful, by whom you were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

			1 Corinthians 1:9  

			That which we have seen and heard we declare unto you, that you also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

			1 John 1:3 

			In any earthly family the relationship with our father is different than the relationship with our brother. It is the same with our heavenly father, the relationship with him will be different than that towards Jesus his son, and our brother. Paul tells us that our relationship with Christ is that of a brother as we both have the same father and God.

			Jesus said to her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

			John 20:17

			For both he that sanctifies and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brothers.

			Hebrews 2:11

			Because we have accepted Christ's blood sacrifice for our sins and have become a child of God we are heirs with Christ  and, if we remain faithful, will come into that inheritance during the 1,000 year reign of Christ.

			And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore you are no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

			Galatians 3:6-7

			At this present time we are part of the body of Christ, the bridegroom, but when we are changed into a spiritual body we will be his bride and one with him. At this time we are his body – his flesh and blood on earth – we are the light of the world. Jesus has now left this earth and is at the right hand of God in heaven. Because the spirit of a man is that man and not his body (our bodies are only the house we live in to manifest our spirit to the world) then, when we have Christ in our mortal flesh we are his body on earth and can demonstrate his life through our body. The following verse says Christ in you and not Christ with you!

			To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

			Colossians 1:27

			For you are bought with a price: therefore  glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

			1 Corinthians 6:20 

			When we accept Christ as our Saviour we now are partakers of the divine nature so we should manifest that life of Christ to the world and in this sense we are his flesh and blood on the earth.

			Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these you might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

			2 Peter 1:4

			We are his broken body that can feed the multitudes with the life of Christ when they come to us. A minister should not preach sermons; he should feed Christ to the people who listen to him. 

			We have a unique relationship with Christ and that is why, in the upper room at a private meeting with his 11 disciples, he shared the secret of fellowship with them. It is to abide in the vine – Jesus of course being the vine. To abide is to dwell with. It is a place of living, our abode.

			Suffering with Christ 

			Paul talks about suffering with Christ many times in his writings. The verses below talk about the fellowship of Christ's suffering. When you suffer with someone you enter into their feelings and as a consequence you have fellowship that transcends the casual shallow acquaintances that most Christians have with Christ and fellow believers.

			For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds by Christ.

			2 Corinthians 1:5

			Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church.

			Colossians 1:24

			But rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, you may be glad also with exceeding joy.

			1 Peter 4:13

			That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

			Philippians 3:10

			The following verse says that if we suffer with Christ we will also reign. Only those who know Christ, that is, have fellowship and share his suffering will reign with him.

			If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us.

			2 Timothy 2:12  

			The word compassion does not mean pity – it is far deeper in meaning and conveys the thought of entering in to the very sufferings of a person and almost sharing the pain and burdens that it brings. There is no such thing as love that is suffering free! Love always gives and is always willing to suffer with the one who is loved. I hope you are beginning to understand that fellowship is a far deeper and costly thing than is taught in our modern Churches. In fact, it is mostly mistaken for socialising and, from my observation of Christians around the world, they do not know the difference.

			A Litmus Test

			A good test to know if you are in fellowship with Christ is to ask if you are in fellowship with other Christians because if you are in a bad relationship with others you are in a bad relationship with Christ. Unity with Christ brings unity with your partner, your pastor, and your brothers and sisters in Christ. The fault is always our relationship with Christ. If we abide in the vine then we will have unity with all others who are in the vine.

			God is the gardener and Jesus is the vine – the tree – we are just the branches and the gardener prunes the branches, not the vine. We are the ones who have to stay put when the pruning knife does its work. When we stay in the vine we will be at one with all the other branches who are attached to the vine. Those that are cut off (for bearing no fruit - the life of Christ) will have no more fellowship with those who are still attached. There will never be any fellowship with 'Christians' who are not abiding in the vine, and living their own selfish carnal lives.

			  A. W. Tozer gives an excellent illustration of this;

			Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred worshippers met together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship. 

			 A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God 

			It is very easy to have the Gifts of the Spirit, be able to prophesy and do miracles, and yet not have fellowship with Christ. If you are not sure I am correct with this statement then the words of Jesus should convince you. In his Sermon on the Mount he is talking about false prophets in the church and he says that many will claim they have done wonderful and powerful things using the name of Jesus, but they did not 'know him'. To know someone in bible terms is to have an intimate relationship with them. It says Adam knew his wife – and she bore a son. That is the kind of closeness that 'knowing' someone implies – intimacy. This is what Jesus said:

			Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name? And in your name have cast out devils? And in your name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity.

			Matthew 7:22-23

			1 Corinthians 13, confirms this in the first 3 verses. To not have intimate fellowship with Jesus is to be:

			1. An irritation to God – a clanging gong. 

			2. Nothing – Jesus cannot recognise you as his friend. 

			3. Unprofitable.

			Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profits me nothing. 

			1 Corinthians 13:1-3

			It is impossible to separate fellowship from love, for if we love one another we will desire and cultivate fellowship. If we love Christ then we will cultivate and desire fellowship with all those who love Christ and we will walk in the light. However, if we stop loving, we are in danger of losing fellowship with Christ and with our brothers and sisters in Christ. The consequence of this is that we walk in darkness, because God removes the means of light – the candlestick, and we migrate to the counterfeit church and forfeit any future revelation. 

			What is the candlestick?

			We know that the candlestick, in the book of Revelation chapter 1, is the church; so if you are removed from the church that Christ is holding then you are in the counterfeit church – Babylon. All doctrinal error, and all church splits, and all division and bitter wrangling in the body of Christ, are because of a lack of love, or fellowship, with Christ.

			The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which you saw are the seven churches.

			Revelation 1:20

			Nevertheless I have some things against you, because you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you are fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto you quickly, and will remove your candlestick out of his place, except you repent.

			Revelation 2:4-5

			The only way to know if you are in fellowship with Christ is if you bear fruit. If you abide in the vine it is impossible not to produce the life of the vine – Christ. If you are not changing into his image on an ongoing basis you have stopped abiding – fellowshiping with Christ, and your fellowship with others will suffer. The Church is full of unforgivingness, bitterness, resentment, self seeking, covetousness and pride, and these manifestations are not the fruit of the spirit but manifestations of the works of the flesh – the Adamic nature.

			The parable of the sower is a parable for God's people to show them how to bear fruit not a parable of salvation for the world. Amazingly only 25% of those who heard about the kingdom had fruit that remained. That means that 75% lost their fist love or lost the fellowship that they had at their new birth.

			Inseparable

			Love,  fellowship, and fruit bearing are inseparable. Read slowly what Jesus said to his 11 disciples in the upper room just prior to his crucifixion.

			You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. These things I command you, that you love one another.

			John 15:16-17

			How do we bear fruit? It is not to produce more of ourselves, we are only branches. It is not to produce more converts, they are sheep – not fruit. Bearing fruit is to produce more of Christ in our lives and it is so simple – we just have to abide in the vine – in his love – in fellowship with him, and then it is impossible not to bear fruit, and the wonderful promise is that we can ask what we want and it will be done as we requested. Notice, there is no mention of faith here for receiving what we want.

			The above verse confirms this, but Jesus says the same thing in verse 7 of the same chapter:

			If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you.

			John 15:7

			I implore you to abide in the vine so that you will bear fruit and be in fellowship with the other branches, and the pruning will be a blessing and not a cause of bewilderment and fear. 

			At that day you shall know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.

			John 14:20

		

	
		
			We get in the grip of doubt and straightway we turn from the fellowship of those who know the Lord to the fellowship of those who confessedly do not know Him.

			Clovis G. Chappell
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			Early Church Fellowship

			 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

			Psalm 133:1 

			The title of this series is 'Early Church Life' so I must now look at the Acts of the Apostles to see how the early church fellowshipped together after they had received the Holy Ghost. 

			Our relationship with God is because of Jesus and God is now our father. We belong to the household of faith and are children of Abraham. Let me remind you of what I said in a previous chapter. Because of our relationship with God, Jesus is our brother for he is also the son of God. We have the same father and same God as Jesus.

			Jesus said unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

			John 20:17

			My God and Your God

			It is very strange to most Christians to think that Jesus has a God like we do, but the above verse from the lips of Jesus himself, and some epistles in their introductory greetings, show this to be true – this is after Jesus had risen from the dead and was in his glorified body at the right hand of God. 

			I will just put one of the scriptures here; Peter's introduction in his first epistle (see also Ephesians 1:3).

			Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy has begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

			1 Peter 1:3

			As a matter of interest, and to provoke you to study for yourself, the majority of the epistles bring greeting from 'God the father and his son Jesus Christ', and not a single epistle mentions the Holy Ghost in their greetings. Why is this?

			The Same Family

			'All those who have God as their father should have fellowship with each other' is an obvious statement and I have already addressed it. However, we should now ask the question, "Why is the body of Christ divided?" "Why do denominations discriminate against each other, and why is there competition amongst ministers to build the biggest or most successful churches?" "Why is the family of God so dysfunctional?"

			John in his letters addresses this issue and exposes the reason why there is not always true fellowship in the body of Christ. He put the problem like this;

			If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

			1 John 1:6-7

			His answer is simple and I will spell it out for you.

			 

			If we walk in the light we will have fellowship with one another.

			Therefore, if we do not have fellowship with one another as individuals, then we are walking in darkness, or if one denomination does not have fellowship with another, then they are also walking in darkness – whatever we believe. To think otherwise is to be deceived and the truth is not in us. We may have the correct Church doctrines and we may do all our duty as a Christian, but if we do not have fellowship with the bride of Christ then we are walking in darkness. If Jesus is 'the truth' and we believe his words then, if we do not have fellowship one with another, we must confess that we only have a religion and not a living relationship with Jesus where he dwells in us and we in him.

			Denominationalism is Carnal

			Paul derided the Corinthian believers for their carnality, and his statement is applicable to the modern church. He stated they were carnal because they did not have fellowship with their brothers and sisters in Christ, but were contentious.

			For you are still carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are you not carnal, and walk as men? For while one says, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are you not carnal?

			1 Corinthians 3:3-4

			 The United Nations have estimated that there are 22,000 Christian denominations to date. The present net increase is 270 denominations each year – 5 new ones a week according to the Oxford World Christian Encyclopedia 1982 – pages 15-18. These are not house churches, these are registered denominations. No wonder the Muslims laugh at Christian churches with all the divisions, and denominations and all the versions (or perversions) of the same word of God (there have been well over 100 versions of the bible in just over a 100 years since the Jesuit puppets Wescott and Hort re translated the bible). 

			Is Christ Divided?

			 To bring the above verse up to date and relevant to today's generation: 

			When one says I am a Baptist, and one says I am a Pentecostal, and one says I am a charismatic, are they not all carnal? 

			The answer is a resounding, Yes! As Paul says in the next verse;

			Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptised in the name of Paul? 

			I Corinthians 3:5

			We were not baptised in the name of Calvin or Luther. John Wesley didn't die for you. It is all about Christ. For a fellowship to have a name is of course good and it is Biblical – the church in Maurice's house, or the believers in Bradford –  but to belong to an organisation with a statement of faith and a constitution is to show you are in fellowship with that denomination and not Christ. It is divisive, for if all denominations had the same statement of faith and constitution we would not need a denomination to show we are different. To copyright a person's work you must show that it is fundamentally different, and so it is with denominations. You have to show the difference or there is no point in forming one. All denominations start with a division because of disagreement. I do not think this is a good foundation at all. 

			Unity is the Key

			We cannot use the word fellowship without including the concept of unity for that is what fellowship is; unity, intercourse, oneness of spirit. Therefore, we cannot accept and have fellowship with those we do not feel in unity with and we need discernment, especially as we are in the last days. The early church did not just accept anybody into fellowship with them. They were not looking for numbers, but the life and grace of Christ in a person. When Paul and Barnabas came to Jerusalem they were  assessed by the inner 3 disciples of Jesus,  James, Peter and John, before they were accepted.

			When James, Peter and John perceived that grace was given to me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

			Galatians 2:9

			We Need Discernment

			Notice they discerned or perceived whether they had received grace before they gave them the right-hand of fellowship. This was not to bring them into membership of a denomination but to welcome them into the body of Christ, which is very different indeed.

			Before we can have fellowship with those who say they are the body of Christ we have to approve them. Paul warns the Galatians to be careful of preachers who preach things that are not from God. He was amazed, as I am, that Christians are so gullible and easily led astray from the truth that is in the bible. Paul calls this 'another gospel' and there are a multitude of 'other gospels' out there in Christendom.

			.

			I marvel that you are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that you have received, let him be accursed.

			Galatians 1:6-9

			No Fellowship With the Tares

			I accept that the tares and the wheat grow together until the harvest – the judgement of the church by Jesus where he will separate them – but we are not supposed to have fellowship with the tares! There is something very wrong with a believer who does not know the difference between the two. 

			There is a wonderful passage in Ephesians that needs no comment from me. Read it carefully and slowly for it is a passage about maturity, unity, and fellowship. Paul shows that all the 5 ministries that God sets in the church are for this purpose.  This is maturity and true fellowship when the body is  working together in unity.

			And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: that from now on we are no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplies, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

			Ephesians 4:11-16

			This theme of unity and fellowship permeates throughout the epistles and Paul, talking to the Philippian believers, says, ...if there is any 'fellowship of the spirit'. He is not taking about the human spirit with its socialising, mutual interests, or social compatibility, he means the spirit of Christ uniting the believers. This fellowship transcends all social status, ethnic origins, or personality.

			If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies.

			Philippians 2:1

			Like-minded to Christ

			Paul tells us to think like Christ and, if we do, we will be in fellowship not only with Christ but with the body and bride of Christ. Again, read slowly the verses below, and let them sink in to understand what Paul is really saying about this unity and fellowship. 

			Fulfil my joy, that you are like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

			Philippians 2:2-5

			If we look at the early church we find that fellowship was an integral part of their lifestyle. There were no church buildings for 400 years after Jesus died for believers to congregate in and there should be no church buildings now because the buildings that God dwells in are his people. To meet in a building is a practical thing to do, but to make it 'the house of God' is blasphemy' because God's dwelling place is in men and, under the New Covenant there is no such thing as a 'house of God' except it be a person. 

			Institutionalised and Indoctrinated 

			How blind have Christians become (when they are institutionalised and indoctrinated by a denomination) to the simple and plain words in the bible. Paul could not have put it more plainly.

			Don't you know that you are the temple (house) of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

			1 Corinthians 3:16

			At the beginning there were no elders or deacons until the need arose, yet God added daily to them such as should be saved. Thousands were added to the church because they were full of the life of Christ, and full of the Holy Ghost, and they had a unity of the spirit that is sadly lacking today. The modern church have wonderful buildings and professional musicians to lead us in worship, and structures where we have pastors, elders, deacons, committee meetings and political voting and yet the church is divided and the best we seem to do is socialise with each other. 

			Where is the Passion?

			We have lost the fire and passion of the early disciples and yet we arrogantly think we are the bride of Christ – what utter delusion has blinded modern Christians. The early church, without all the modern methods and equipment and fine buildings,  did 4 things together from house to house – prayer, breaking of bread, the apostles teaching and fellowship. They also had all things in common and the rich helped the poor as they had need. They were joyful and had singleness of heart. They praised God all the time regardless of their circumstances.  

			And all that believed were together, and had all things common; and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

			Acts 2:44-46

			If Christians cannot have true fellowship with one another then it is reasonable to suppose that they do not have true fellowship with God and so cannot be in his will. We were created for fellowship with God and Satan's job is simple – it is to dis-fellowship us from God – to separate us because of our sin or because of deception, which is sin because it is not of faith. He is doing a wonderful job in these last days, because the Christians are full of pride, lust and self seeking which are all sins, and sin separates us from God whether we know it or not. We may be saved but that does not mean we all have a meaningful, satisfying, intimate and fellowshipping relationship with God and his son Jesus Christ.

			Don't Settle for a Substitute!

			If we do not have the unity and intimacy we should have then we will have to substitute other things for this lack. Things such as entertainment in the church, programmes for soul winning, and social activities in the community. These can never bridge the gap for true fellowship with God and each other. Let me exhort you to come away from the things that stop unity with your brothers and sisters in Christ because lack of unity and fellowship with each other hinders unity and fellowship with God.

			Meeting God's Need

			I started this book by showing that God made man because he wanted to fellowship with him in a way that the angelic beings could not because they were not made in the image of God. Under the Old Covenant God dwelt in a building and people had to go to this building to meet him. Now we are the building and his life is in us, not with us. We are now the temple – house – of the Holy Ghost. How sad that Christians go to church to meet God 2 or 3 times each week. How religious, how sad, how pathetic is that; when they can be in fellowship with God, and Jesus, and the Holy Ghost 24 hours of every day of the year – for all of their lives. That is what abundant life is. That is what a fulfilled and contented life is. That is the sign that a person is mature in God, his word, and his spirit. Let me exhort you to pursue this life of fellowship with Christ and his bride in a new, personal, and fruitful way. 

			Finally, be all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:  Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that is why you are called, that ye should inherit a blessing.

			1 Peter 3:8-9

			The next book in the series will deal with the apostle's teaching.
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