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Iundrodudlion

Joseph for he seems to be a splendid, rather than

ty pical, example of somebody who has triumphed
over unbelievable adversity, persecution and accusation,
to achieve unprecedented status and position during his
lifetime. I must stress Joseph is not the 'norm', but his
story certainly shows what is achievable when God is
allowed free access in the lives of mere mortals.

jim'tially intended to make a study of the life of

It is obvious that he did not have the same birth
advantages as Jesus in that Gabriel did not appear to his
mother to say,

The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God.

Luke 1:35
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He was born as human as you or me. Yet considering
his background and family we are left with no excuse for
the pathetic advancements we make in our own spiritual

walks with God. But how did he do it?

DNA plays a huge part in our walk with God. Certain
aspects of our DNA should be cultivated, whereas
others should be ruthlessly put to death and stamped
out completely. Although God, through Moses, gave
the commandments 400 years after Joseph was born,
his standards have always been the same. If man's
conscience hadn't been so hard then it would not have
been necessary for God to write his laws down on tablets
of stone. He probably had to write them on stone as a
prophetic visual aid to emphasise to us all how hard-
hearted & stone-like the human race, without the fear
of God, could become.

...for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third
and fourth generation of them that hate me;

Exodus 20:5

Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear
the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, and upon the children’s children, unto the
third and to the fourth generation.

Exodus 34:7
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Who are we and what is our DNA?

A good way to be aware of what is potentially in us is to
look at the character traits of our fore-fathers and fore-
mothers. God was not joking or making bland threats
when he said he would visit the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation,
this was his just and righteous way of dealing with man's
rebellion. We can be sure that the things detested in our
parents will eventually find a way of manifesting in our
own lives. I know this to be all too true, much to my
chagrin, for this law has been fulfilled on many occasions
in my own life.

Joseph was by no means perfect, even though there is
very little in the bible to say where he was at fault. I've
listened to many stories and views concerning Joseph
from Sunday School teachers, preachers in the pulpit,
plus speakers at conferences, and most views sound
very similar. However, I've been studying this man and
his story for quite a long time and another picture has
emerged. We all see through a glass darkly, as Paul said
in 1 Corinthians 13:12, which means that no one person
can claim to have the whole truth. But if we all pool
what we have seen through our dim glasses we can piece
the descriptions together and imagine a bigger, perhaps
better picture of what we are looking at even though we
cannot see it all with our own natural or spiritual eyes.

Fighting For Your Destiny 7



Introduction

I'm going to try to relate what I have seen in the hope
that it may broaden your view a little on what took place
in Joseph's life. In order to do this I will need to retrace
his steps to see the traits of his forefathers which have
been passed down to him through DNA.

For this reason this book will be about Joseph's fore-
fathers to show what Joseph had to overcome.

8 Fighting For Your Destiny



Introduction

Chapter 1

Abrallam

T he promise God gave to Abraham was not for
himself alone, but included his descendants
Isaac and Jacob. Jacob had 12 sons so Joseph,
together with his 11 brothers and 1 sister, were the 4th

generation after Abraham, and from these 12 sons of
Jacob we get all the tribes of Israel.

I have already written extensively about Abraham in a
book entitled 'Abraham, Father of Faith' so will only
touch the surface concerning him here. God seemed to
have nothing but praise for the life of Abraham. I can't
recall any incident where God reprimanded him, even
though many preachers have accused him of disobeying
God's initial instruction to leave his father's house and
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family when he took Lot, his nephew, with him on his
journey to the land God had promised to him; and
apparently lying about his relationship with his wife,
saying that she was his sister rather than confessing the
whole truth. These apparent 'faults' seemed unimportant
to God as we read in Psalm 105 that instead of calling

Introduction

Abraham to account he shielded him from blame ...

There is another terrifying scripture which we should
look at very seriously before charging Abraham with
sin in his life, for this is a covenant God made with him

When they went from one nation to another, from one
kingdom to another people; he suffered no man to do
them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes;
saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets
no harm.

Psalm 105:13-15

which will last forever ...

It would be wise for any preacher or teacher to be very
careful how they portray Abraham. God made a promise

10

And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

Genesis 12:3

Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It

is God that justifieth.
Romans 8:33
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to him that he would be shielded and protected from
any potential enemies. If God does not charge him with
misconduct, then be sure that any slanderous or liable
words spoken about him will be recorded and you will
have to give an account for them either in this life or in
the life to come.

Abraham didn't do a single miracle during his lifetime
so was not operating in the 'gift of faith'. However, he
certainly had the 'fruit of faith' (Galatians 5:22). If there
is no damage or disease to mar it, a rose bud is regarded
as perfect even though not fully developed. We have to
go through many stages before we can reach maturity.
What is the definition of sin? Well, according to 1 John
3:4, sin is the transgression of the law. Abraham, in every
stage of his development in faith, was never accused of
sin by God. His faith was growing and developing. God
is always looking for faith so Abraham must have shown
faith in everything he did, even in these questionable
instances, for in Romans 14:23 we read ... for whatsoever
is not of faith is sin. Even before the birth of Isaac
when God visited Abraham at his tent, he said to the
two angels with him,

Shall | hide from Abraham that thing which | do; seeing
that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in
him? For | know him, that he will command his children
and his household after him, and they shall keep the
way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the
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Abraham

LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath
spoken of him.
Genesis 18:17-19

God would not have said this concerning Abraham
unless he had first seen the evidence of it in his life.
God had witnessed how Abraham had brought up and
nurtured his first son, Ishmael. He had poured his heart
and soul into this boy believing that he would continue
on with the promise God had given to him long after
he, himself, was dead. He had no idea that his aged wife,
Sarah, would bear the promised seed in years to come.
Abraham proved beyond doubt his integrity to God
where his wife and family were concerned, and God was
well satisfied, so much so that Abraham was honoured
with the amazing title, 'friend of God'".

Let me encourage you to follow Abraham's example,
realising that his willing and unquestioning obedience
was the very thing that delighted God and covered
every imperfection you or I could possibly charge him
with. The Bible states very clearly that without faith it
is impossible to please God, and Abraham, because of
his faith, pleased his Master so much that God started
a brand new eternal spiritual nation through his seed
which will continue even into the new heaven and earth
when this cosmos as we know it will have passed away
for evet.
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Abraham

Chapter 2

Jsaac — beed
of Tromise

ere we have a beautiful picture of perfect
/}/f obedience. Isaac was not a child when Abraham
was asked to offer him as a burnt sacrifice to
God. In scripture the word 'lad' could refer to any age
between young boy and young man. Ishmael was 14 years
old when Isaac was born, so would have been about 18
when Isaac was weaned. It was during this time that
Sarah pleaded with Abraham to send Ishmael and his
Egyptian mother away.
And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous
in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy
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From these 2 scriptures alone we can see that a lad
is not necessarily a child, showing that Isaac willingly
laid his life on the altar as Abraham would have had a
tough job on his hands, himself being well over 100
years of age, if the lad had struggled or put up any
resistance. I personally believe that he must have been
over the age of 12 and able to make his own decisions.
It was necessary that Abraham willingly offered up
Isaac, but equally necessary that Isaac was a willing

Abraham

bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee,
hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be
called.

Genesis 21:12

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the
flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons
of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s
wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil
report.

Genesis 37:2

sacrifice.

14

If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him
offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his
own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation before the LORD.

Leviticus 1:3
And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the
LORD, ye shall offer it at your own will.
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Leviticus 19:5

And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto
the LORD, offer it at your own will.

Leviticus 22:29

Take ye from among you an offering unto the LORD:

whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an

offering of the LORD; gold, and silver, and brass,
Exodus 35:5

Born with a silver spoon in his mouth

To say Abraham was wealthy could be regarded as
an understatement. In Genesis 13 we read that at
the very outset of his journey the Egyptian Pharaoh
showered him with gifts of servants, animals, gold
and silver, for the sake of his beautiful wife Sarah.
This scenario was to be repeated later on in his walk
with God, where he feared that his wife would be
snatched from him, only to be blessed with more
possessions and financial blessings. His nephew;, Lot,
also had his own herds, flocks, and tents, and their
combined substance was so great that the land could
not support them both living in the same vicinity. This
problem caused strife between the herdsmen from
both camps so Lot and Abraham decided to separate.
Indeed, with every test along the way his wealth grew
and he prospered.

Yes, the blessings of God brought untold wealth to
Abraham and his family of promise, but they came at a
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

great cost. Isaac was not the only child sired by Abraham,
he was 1 of 8 children in total. Hagar bore Abraham his
first child, Ishmael, but some years after the death of
his true love, Sarah, he married Keturah who bore him
another 6 sons, Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak,
and Shuah. All these children were sons of Abraham, yet
only Isaac was allowed to inherit both the promises and
wealth he had acquired from God throughout his life. The
other children were given gifts and sent away to live in
other countries, whilst Isaac alone was allowed to remain.
Is that because Isaac was any better than the other sons?
No, I think not. Isaac was simply God's choice.

If we are to be chosen of God then to all intents and
purposes God will consider us to be holy — separate.
We always think of being chosen by God as something
desirable, as though this state would bring us the utmost
pleasure and satisfaction. Yes, it can do, but only if we are
prepared to be wholly faithful and committed to him alone.
You see, God is a jealous God and is very possessive of
the things which belong to him. He wants us for himself
alone, which means we need to be separated from anything
and everything which could potentially come between us
both. We all know that down through history the Israelites
have been God's chosen people, but not every Israelite has
wanted to belong to God, some have despised and hated
him. Their sinful ways have caused God to punish them
very cruelly in order to bring them to repentance. Indeed,
I have even heard some present day Jews pray and ask God
to choose another people!
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

Abraham understood all about love, and proved this by
only ever wanting one woman, his barren wife Sarah, even
though with such wealth he could have had a harem full
of women. Being such a loving, tender person, his heart
must have wrenched each time he had to wave one of his
children, "Goodbye", knowing that it was for the sake of
the 'child of promise'. Yes, being one of God's chosen
always comes at a cost.

After being privy to what took place when Abraham led his
son up the mountain to sacrifice to God we read nothing
further concerning Isaac until, at 37 years of age, he was
bereaved of his mother and 3-3"2 years later Abraham
sent out his trusted steward, Eliezer, to find him a bride.
Abraham was still alive, with Isaac dwelling under his godly
protection. Isaac was going to be blessed for sure, because
God had already made a covenant with Abraham which
included his son, Isaac, before he was even born.

But my covenant will | establish with Isaac, which Sarah
shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.
Genesis 17:21

The patience of Isaac
A beautiful young woman, brought back from the kinsmen
of Abraham accompanied Eliezer on his homeward

journey. As soon as Isaac set eyes on Rebekah he fell in
love with her and she became his wife. This brought him
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great comfort after losing his beloved mother. Even so,
after marrying his father's choice he would have to wait
20 more years before children would arrive on the scene.

Isaac was a very patient man. The fact that his wife
couldn't bear children did not cause him to panic. He was
an extremely wealthy man but he didn't seek out other
wives to provide him offspring. Rebekah was more than
enough for him because he truly loved her. He intreated
the Lord for his wife and, at the age of 60, God answered
his prayers and they were blessed with the entrance into

Isaac — Seed of Promise

the world of twins, Esau and Jacob.

Some years after Isaac's boys were born there was a
famine in the land, similar to the one experienced by his
father. Isaac, together with all he possessed, made the
journey to Abimilech, king of the Philistines, in Gerar,

18

And lIsaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she
was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and
Rebekah his wife conceived ..... And when Rebekah's days
to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins
in her womb. And the first came out red, all over like an
hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. And after
that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on
Esau’s heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was
threescore years old when she bare them.

Genesis 25:21-26

History repeats itself
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

because the Lord had appeared to him and given him
the instruction that he must not go down to Egypt but
was to stay in this land and God would be with him, and
bless him, for to him and his seed God had given all these
countries.

And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which [ shall tell thee
of: sojourn in this land, and | will be with thee, and will
bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, | will give
all these countries, and | will perform the oath which
| sware unto Abraham thy father; and | will make thy
seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give
unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall
all the nations of the earth be blessed.

Genesis 26:2-4

This was a fantastic promise. Like Abraham, Isaac
stood on, and even lived in, the territory — the promised
land — which God had intended for him to inherit, yet
he never owned it. Isaac settled in Gerar and sowed
seed in the land, and received in that very same year an
hundred fold return for his labour, for the Lord was
with him and had blessed him. Everything he turned
his hand to flourished. His wealth increased, going on
and on, until his presence in Gerar became a problem
for the citizens of that country, so much so that the
Philistines envied him. The Lord's blessing forced
Abimelech to fear for his own future, so he said to
Isaac, "Go from us, for you are much mightier than
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

we arel" Isaac didn't put up a fight, even though God
had promised that one day these lands would be his,
he simply waited patiently for the Lord to give to him
what he had promised.

Every time Isaac's herdsmen dug a well the herdsmen
of Gerar strove with them, gradually pushing them out
of the land. Isaac didn't want to enter into conflict with
these people who had initially made room for him so
his herdsmen just continued digging wells until, after
digging the well 'Rehoboth' the men of Gerar left them
alone. The Lord again appeared to Isaac telling him not
to be afraid, for the plan had not changed. They dug
another well and settled in Beersheba.

It wasn't long after this that King Gerar, together with
a friend and the chief captain of his army, surprised
Isaac by paying him a visit. Isaac voiced his shock by
saying, "Why have you come to see me seeing you hate
me, and have sent me away from you?"

King Gerar was honest with Isaac, sharing his fears
that he felt outnumbered, and certainly out-blessed.
He recognised he was no match for Isaac because God
was on his side, so he had come to make a deal with
him that they would live in peace and not do each other
harm. Isaac was a godly man so he made him and his
companions a feast, gave them a night's hospitality, and
sent them on their way the following morning with the
assurance that there would be peace between them.
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

No fighting for the land. Isaac was not worried by the fact
that he was kicked out of his promised possession because
he had faith in his God, even though by this time he was
100 years old, or thereabouts. And we grumble because
the Lord makes us wait a few years for something he's
promised us! We know very little about patience. These
men of God, who are our cloud of witnesses, deserved
their recognition from God because they 'paid their dues'.

Even the best of us have flaws

Yet there was something basically wrong with Isaac. Why
could Isaac not see what must have been staring him in
the face for years?

And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but

Rebekah loved Jacob.
Genesis 25:28

How is it possible that this godly man Isaac could prefer
and love this child whom God actually hated?

| have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast

thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? saith the LORD:

yet | loved Jacob, and | hated Esau, and laid his mountains
and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness.

Malachi 1:2

As it is written, Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated.

Romans 9:13
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

Rebekah must have shared with him what the Lord had
told her when there had been problems with her pregnancy.
Even before her babes were born she was warned that
these children were going to be rivals and there would be
a reversal in theitr status which would be God ordained.

And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy
womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from
thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than
the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger.
Genesis 15:23

God knew what was growing in the belly of Rebekah.
He was well aware that there were two seeds growing
together side by side, and one child would be the seed
of the wicked one, and the other the seed of God. The
same thing happened with Cain and Abel whom we
read about in 1 John where the explanation is given for
the way Cain reacted to his twin brother Abel. Yes, they
also were twins for it says that Eve bore twice from the
one conception, she did not conceive again to produce
Abel — he was the younger twin brother.

Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his
brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own
works were evil, and his brother’s righteous.
1 John 3:12
Evil doers will always oppose and hate those who live
righteously. For all his faults, Jacob must have had a heart
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

for God because he envied his brother, and desperately
wanted the blessing of his forefathers for himself. Esau,
who was due this honour by default, couldn't care less
about it. The bible actually goes so far as to say that he
despised his birthright. How did God view that attitude?
Well, I can say categorically that God did not like it at
all. Esau, by his lifestyle, was constantly showing God
that he didn't want to follow his designated destiny, he
wanted to choose his own way of life.

The relationship which God had with Abraham did not
fill Esau with wonder. Quite the opposite, he shunned
it like the plague. His attitude and lifestyle proved that
he hated God. So, what I can't understand is why Isaac
loved Esau? Why did this godly man hold to the son
who hated God so much that he was ready to hand him
all the promises of Abraham on a plate? We know that
Isaac had a personal relationship with God because God
spoke to him at times, giving him instructions such as
to where he should live, and so on. So why didn't Isaac
recognise that Esau was not God's choice as the next in
line for the blessing?

Traditions

Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the
elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat
bread. But he answered and said unto them, Why do
ye also transgress the commandment of God by your
tradition?
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

Matthew 15:2-3

And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals
in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of
the traditions of my fathers.

Galatians 1:14

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

Colossians 2:8

Sometimes traditions, the way we have been brought
up, our conditioning, hinders us from hearing the voice
of God who oftentimes asks us to contradict all we
have learned to prove us, and to prove that we will put
him first in all situations. Isaac knew that Esau was the
firstborn and as such should inherit both the double
portion and the blessing to carry on after himself. The
Bible does not say that God spoke to Isaac in the same
way that he spoke to Rebekah concerning the switch he
had planned. Isaac may have only had Rebekah's word to
go on. Nevertheless, he must have watched and noted the
character traits both boys were displaying as they grew
up, and this should have given rise to warning bells in
his heart. He had a relationship with God, but it does
not appear that he consulted God about the discrepancy
he and his wife had in this matter. Perhaps he was afraid
that God would say something which would go against
tradition and cause him to irreparably hurt Esau, thus
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

cutting off his relationship with his son. Who knows?
But one thing is for sure, as far as he was concerned Esau
was the man for the future of their tribe.

We read that Isaac was old and had become blind. This
in itself says quite a bit regarding his spiritual state. In the
Old Testament it seemed that the closer you walked with
God, the more physically healthy you were. There are
many testimonies to confirm this if we look at Abraham,
who lived to be 175 years old and fathered 6 more sons
after his beloved wife, Sarah, died: Moses, at 120 years
old still maintained all his natural forces. Caleb, was one
of the 12 men who had spied out Canaan and come
back with a good report. After being forced to tread the
wilderness for the next 40 years, at the age of 80 he told
Joshua that he was still as strong as he was when a young
man and was able to conquer a mountain. So, why had
Isaac become blind?

Spiritual blindness

This is such a sad story where Isaac is concerned. I was
brought up to believe that he was a type of Jesus, so
willing to be a sacrifice, so obedient to his fathet's wishes,
such an example to emulate. Well, I can agree with all
that, his life is a tremendous testimony to the grace of
God. When he was under the care and protection of his
father Abraham we can see that he lived a righteous life,
full of integrity. But when Abraham was off the scene I
think things changed a little for Isaac, he didn't seem so
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strong on his own. Isaac's boys were only 15 years old
at the most when their grandfather, died so it doesn't
seem likely they were able to spend much time under his
influence, which is a great pity as he could have passed on
to them so many valuable principles and much wisdom.

In Genesis 26 we are informed that Canaan experienced
a famine similar to the one in Abraham's time, but God
gave Isaac specific instructions not to go to Egypt for
help, he was to go in blind faith to the land God guided

Isaac — Seed of Promise

him to, and there God would bless him.

There was one problem with this instruction though,
Isaac had a very beautiful wife and he was afraid that the
men of the city would kill him to get to her. He resorted
to telling everyone that Rebekah was his sister — just like

26

And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which | shall tell thee
of: sojourn in this land, and | will be with thee, and will
bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, | will give
all these countries, and | will perform the oath which
| sware unto Abraham thy father; and | will make thy
seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give
unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall
all the nations of the earth be blessed; because that
Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes, and my laws. And Isaac
dwelt in Gerar.

Genesis 26:2-6
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

his father Abraham had done when in a similar situation
with Sarai. The problem with Isaac's story though was
the fact that it was a huge lie. Rebekah was in no way his
sister, she was his second cousin! Abraham told people
Sarai was his sister because she actually was — they had
both come from the same father, Terah. But it was a
complete lie when Isaac spoke the same words. Perhaps
his father had shared this little testimony from his own
past with him, but if that was the case he would surely
have glorified God when sharing the fact that Sarai was
miraculously delivered from the clutches of the Egyptian
Pharoah, proving that God could be trusted, and that
Isaac should have faith. But Isaac was more afraid of
men.

And it came to pass, when he had been there a long
time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out
at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting
with Rebekah his wife. And Abimelech called Isaac, and
said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how saidst
thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because
| said, Lest | die for her. And Abimelech said, What is
this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might
lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have
brought guiltiness upon us. And Abimelech charged all
his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife
shall surely be put to death.
Genesis 26:8-11
Isaac was not reprimanded by God for this lie and lack
of trust, but he was certainly brought to task by King
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Isaac — Seed of Promise

Abimelech.

At 40 years of age, Esau married outside the family,
but worse still he married 2 women who were both
Hittites. This was something Isaac had instilled into his
sons that they must not do, and these alliances proved
to be a grief of mind to both Isaac and Rebekah. Why?
Because the future inheritance was now in jeopardy.
Canaanite seed was about to infiltrate Abraham's
seed. Isaac knew this was a big problem, but he would
not deal with it. God had surely spoken to him time
and time again concerning this, because it was going
to have a massive impact on future generations, but
Isaac must have ignored the voice, preferring to keep
the relationship sweet between himself and his eldest
son. Consequently, the physical and spiritual blindness
began to setin. I say this because what happened when
he was about to pass on the blessing to Esau is very
revealing,

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his
eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called
Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, "My son": and
he said unto him, "Behold, here am I". And he said,
"Behold now, | am old, | know not the day of my
death: now therefore take, | pray thee, thy weapons,
thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and
take me some venison; and make me savoury meat,
such as | love, and bring it to me, that | may eat; that
my soul may bless thee before | die".
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Genesis 27:1-4

At this point in time Isaac was both physically &
spiritually blind. He didn't even know when it was
his time to go — he lived over 20 more years after this
incident. All I can say is, thank God he wanted feeding
before he passed on the blessing. That was a mercy of
God to delay him giving everything God had promised
Abraham to Satan. During this time of delay God
intervened and Jacob, disguised as Esau, went into his
tent with the food.

And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son
Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them
upon Jacob her younger son: and she put the skins of
the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the
smooth of his neck: and she gave the savoury meat and
the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her
son Jacob. And he came unto his father, and said, "My
father": and he said, "Here am I; who art thou, my son?"
And Jacob said unto his father, “l am Esau thy firstborn; |
have done according as thou bade me: arise, | pray thee,
sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.”
And Isaac said unto his son, "How is it that thou hast
found it so quickly, my son?" And he said, “Because the
LORD thy God brought it to me.” And Isaac said unto
Jacob, "Come near, | pray thee, that | may feel thee, my
son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not." And
Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him,
and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are
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the hands of Esau”. And he discerned him not, because
his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau’s hands: so he
blessed him.
And he said, “Art thou my very son Esau?” And he said,
“I am.” And he said, “Bring it near to me, and | will
eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may bless thee.”
And he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he
brought him wine, and he drank. And his father Isaac
said unto him, “Come near now, and kiss me, my son.”
And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the
smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, “See,
the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which
the LORD hath blessed: therefore God give thee of
the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and
plenty of corn and wine: let people serve thee, and
nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren,
and let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee: cursed
be every one that curses thee, and blessed be he that
blesses thee.”

Genesis 27:15-29

Going on feelings

Before we criticise Isaac for getting it wrong here, we
need to take a long, hard look at our own lives. How
often do we do something because it feels right to do it?
Or because we think God is telling us to do it? If, because
we cannot hear the voice of the Lord, we rely on our
feelings and thoughts to find his will then we are lost.
Eventually we will lose our sight, because our vision will
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be clouded causing us to begin to walk in darkness. God
will withhold his revelation for there will be no point in
him guiding us any more.

Isaac had lived with his sons for 40 plus years. Every
day he will have had some form of communication with
them. Even though he was blind he would have been
able to distinguish their voices apart. What on earth
happened on this most important day for the future of
their family? Isaac quite rightly recognised that it was the
voice of Jacob, but he believed his senses — his touch,
his smell — and was blinded to the fact that Jacob was
feigning to be his brother Esau. How blind can you be?
Surely he knew the voice? If he could do this physically
with the son he was communing with on an every day
basis, how easy would it have been to hear God and not
recognise his voice? There was a massive break down in
communication.

I am going to voice my opinion that perhaps Isaac lost
his relationship with God when he decided to honour
his self-willed son above God. Even before the children
were born Rebekah was struggling in her pregnancy. She
was in such discomfort and pain that she asked the Lord
why he had allowed her to conceive if it meant she was
likely to die giving birth. God shared with Rebekah that
things were not going to be normal with these 2 children
for already there was a battle for supremacy raging. I
don't for one moment think that Rebekah would keep
this information to herself. She and Isaac were besotted
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with each other, totally in love. This knowledge would
have given them both peace of mind thinking that
God was in control of the whole situation. But this
information was not something Isaac wanted to hear.
It was not protocol. He was a man of principle and
integrity, so this did not sit right with him. Instead of
speaking to God about it, he chose to ignore his wife.

And lsaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because
she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him,
and Rebekah his wife conceived. And the children
struggled together within her; and she said, "If it be
so, why am | thus?" And she went to enquire of the
LORD. And the LORD said unto her, "Two nations
are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall
be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall
serve the younger".

Genesis 25: 21-23

This sentimentality concerning children is not an
isolated account in the bible. There was a priest
who acted in the same manner, and suffered the
consequences of that mistake also.

And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto
him, “Thus saith the LORD, Did | plainly appear unto
the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in
Pharaoh’s house? And did | choose him out of all the
tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar,
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to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and
did | give unto the house of thy father all the offerings
made by fire of the children of Israel? Wherefore kick
ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which | have
commanded in my habitation; and honour thy sons
above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of
all the offerings of Israel my people?" Wherefore the
LORD God of Israel saith, "l said indeed that thy house,
and the house of thy father, should walk before me for
ever:” but now the LORD saith, "Be it far from me;
for them that honour me | will honour, and they that
despise me shall be lightly esteemed."

1 Samuel 2:27-30

If you have been called by God and made the
commitment to serve him, then I must warn you that this
is not an easy path you have chosen. Jesus is looking for
100% commitment and surrender so that he can fulfil
his purposes in your life and on this earth. We all have
a choice. Even as parents, we have to decide which side
we are on if our children flaunt their waywardness and
ungodly lifestyle. Jesus is always asking the question, "Do
you love me more than these?"

He that loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me: and he that loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me.

Matthew 10:37
The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and
arrogance, and the evil way, and the froward mouth,
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do | hate.
Proverbs 8:13

Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserves the
souls of his saints; he delivers them out of the hand of
the wicked.

Psalms 97:10
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Chapter 3

Rebelealt

here's something very beautiful about a love
story, and the account of how Isaac got his wife
Rebekah is a perfect love story arranged by God.

In Genesis 24 we read that Abraham, who had now
reached 140 years of age and had buried his beloved
wife Sarah 3 years before, was now concerned for the
future of his son, Isaac. Sarah and Isaac seemed to share
a very special bond, which is understandable seeing as
Sarah had been regarded as barren for 89 years before
giving birth to this precious child. His very existence had
washed away all those years of stigma, failure, criticism,
scorn, emptiness, inadequacy, and so many other painful
hurts she had been subjected to throughout her life. She
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had valued so very much the faithful love of her dear
husband who had clung to her through thick and thin,
and would be eternally grateful to God for opening her
womb to not only give her a son, but that she should
be the one chosen to provide her husband with the
'promised seed', the heir to all Abraham's promises from
God. I believe no child could have been loved more
intensely by both parents than Isaac. The child born by
Hagar, Sarah's surrogate mother, had been sent away,
ensuring Abraham's full attention was on Isaac. So at 40
years of age, some time after his mother died, Isaac still
missed her terribly and sorely grieved.

And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the
LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. And Abraham
said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over
all that he had, "Put, | pray thee, thy hand under my
thigh: and | will make thee swear by the LORD, the
God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou
shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of
the Canaanites, among whom | dwell: but thou shalt go
unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife
unto my son lIsaac." And the servant said unto him,
"Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow
me unto this land: must | needs bring thy son again
unto the land from whence thou came?' And Abraham
said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son
thither again. The LORD God of heaven, which took
me from my father’s house, and from the land of my
kindred, and which spake unto me, and that swore unto
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me, saying, Unto thy seed will | give this land; he shall
send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife
unto my son from thence. And if the woman will not
be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from
this my oath: only bring not my son thither again." And
the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his
master, and swore to him concerning that matter. And
the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master,
and departed; for all the goods of his master were in
his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto
the city of Nahor.

Genesis 24:1-10

Specific Instructions

Abraham's chief steward, Eliezer (meaning God is help),
was given specific instructions concerning how to acquire
a wife for his son. Under no circumstances was he to
take a wife from the daughters of the Canaanites who
were close by but he was to go back to the country, and
family, where Abraham had come from and choose a
wife from there.

Now that was some journey! It was over 500 more miles
from Haran to Canaan. That’s the distance in a series of
more-or-less straight lines on a map. Of course mountain
paths are not straight lines. How far would it have been
on ancient roads and pathways? Imagine walking that
distance at perhaps 10-20 miles a day when you’re really
moving, The entourage would need to find food and
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water for both animals and people. They must defend
themselves from bandits along the road, and the people
through whose land they must pass. They would also
have to endure harsh weather and sandstorms.

Abraham stressed to Eliezer that if he found such a bride
for his son and she refused to leave her family, then he
was freed from his obligation. Knowing full well that
his family was well steeped in idol worship the servant
was instructed that under no circumstances was he to
take Isaac to join her — she had to come away from her
family, and all the idolatry and moon worship, to take
her position beside his son to inherit the promises. She,
too, had to be numbered among the 'called out ones'.

She needed to leave her past behind her.

Abraham might be old in years, but he certainly
remembered vividly where he had come from. In
the first scripture below Terah (meaning 'wanderer'
loiterer"), Abraham's father, was specifically named.
God had spoken to him first, before Abraham, to make
the journey to Canaan but he hadn't managed to go any
further than Haran. He preferred to 'loiter' in idolatry

rather than make the break and get to know the real
God.

And Joshua said unto all the people, "Thus saith the
LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other
side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of
Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served
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other gods."
Joshua 24:2

"Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in
sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your
fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in
Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. And if it seem evil unto
you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye
will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served
that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me
and my house, we will serve the LORD."

Joshua 24:14-15

No hidden agendas

This was no simple task for Eliezer to undertake. At one
point in his history Eliezer had been next in line to inherit
everything from Abraham as his master was childless.
The very fact that he obeyed Abraham showed the
tremendous measure of loyalty and respect he had for
him. There were no hidden agendas when he embarked
on his journey, he fully intended to succeed in what he
was commissioned to do.

Eliezer walked blindly as he travelled to the city of
Nahor. He had never been to this country before and
had certainly never met Abraham's family so wouldn't
know his relations even if he fell over them. As he asked

God for help he devised a plan.
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And he said, "O LORD God of my master Abraham,
| pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew
kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, | stand here
by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of
the city come out to draw water: and let it come to
pass, that the damsel to whom | shall say, Let down thy
pitcher, | pray thee, that | may drink; and she shall say,
Drink, and | will give thy camels drink also: let the same
be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac;
and thereby shall | know that thou hast shewed kindness
unto my master."

Genesis 24:12-14

He had no sooner spoken his prayer to the Lord when a
gorgeous young woman came to the well carrying a water
pitcher upon her shoulder. Eliezer couldn't believe his eyes
... she was just what he had been looking for — beautiful,
unmartied, untainted.

And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that,
behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel,
son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with
her pitcher upon her shoulder. And the damsel was very
fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known
her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher,
and came up.
Genesis 24:15-16
He ran to meet her and asked for a drink from her
pitcher. Her response was immediate and extremely
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generous, for the 10 camels he had travelled with had
come very far and were extremely thirsty.

And she said, "Drink, my lord": and she hasted, and let
down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink.
And when she had done giving him drink, she said,"l will
draw water for thy camels also, until they have done
drinking." And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into
the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water,
and drew for all his camels. And the man wondering at
her held his peace, to wit whether the LORD had made
his journey prosperous or not.

Genesis 24:18-21

Her willingness to help a total stranger had earned a
generous reward from Eliezer who did not stint with
the gifts he gave to her. He presented her with a golden
earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for
her hands of ten shekels weight of gold even before
asking who she was and whether it would be possible
for himself and his entourage to lodge in her father's
house. After revealing her identity to Eliezer she told
him with confidence that in her father's house there
would be every provision he would need for those whom
had accompanied him and also the animals. Imagine his
shock and delight to find that she was none other than
the grand-daughter of his mastet's brother Nahor —
Abraham was her great-uncle! God had led him right to
the family front door! Eliezer bowed his head in gratitude
to God for what he had done.
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Eliezer meets Laban

The young woman, Rebekah, ran off to tell her family
what had just happened and that they were to prepare to
accommodate the wealthy traveller she had just met. Her
brother, Llaban, was particulatly interested in the gifts she
was dangling before them all, so he ran out to the well
to bring the visitors with him to the house.

And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban:
and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well. And
it came to pass, when he saw the earring and
bracelets upon his sister’s hands, and when he
heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, "Thus
spake the man unto me"; that he came unto the man;
and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well. And he
said, "Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore
stand thou without? for | have prepared the house, and
room for the camels."

Genesis 24:29-31

Laban was Rebekah's brother, not her father, and he
immediately took matters into his own hands after
espying the extravagant gifts his sister showed to the
family. He was a very greedy man and didn't want to
miss any opportunity for gain. Even though it was not
the thing to do, he ran off to the well himself to greet
the visitors and welcome them into his home saying that
provision had already been made. It appeared that as
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soon as Eliezer got to the house food had indeed been
prepared and was set before them, but Eliezer would not
eat until he had delivered his burden by making known
the errand he was on.

He embarked on his story by stating that he was in
actual fact the servant of their relative, Abraham, whom
the Lord had blessed greatly; so that he had become
great with: flocks, herds, silver, gold, menservants,
maidservants, camels, and asses. He went on to share that
Sarah, his master’s wife, had miraculously given birth to a
son when they were both old: and unto this son Abraham
had given all that he possessed. He then explained his
errand in that Abraham had made him swear, saying,
"You shall not take a wife to my son of the daughters
of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell: but you shall
go unto my father’s house, and to my kindred, and take
a wife unto my son from there."

Will she go?

Sitting before Bethuel, Rebekah's father, and Laban,
Eliezer explained all that he had been commissioned with
before he set out on his journey and how Abraham had
told him that God would prosper him on his mission, but
made it quite clear that if the woman was not willing and
refused to go with him back to the land where Abraham
dwelt, then he would be free from his obligation to bring
back a bride. But then he went on to tell the events

of the day and how he had stumbled upon Rebekah
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at the well, how she had been so quick to give them
water when asked, and how amazed he was to find that
she was in fact the very grand-daughter of Abraham's
brother, Nahot! This was no coincidence as far as he was
concerned, he knew that he had been guided by the Lord
to this very spot and hoped that his journey had not all
been in vain. He then asked Bethuel to deal kindly with
him and let him know what he could say to his master,
either yes or no. Bethuel and Laban looked at each other
and both confessed that this thing must be of the Lord
so they couldn't say anything against the match, he could
take Rebekah back with him to marry Abraham's son.

Eliezer was delighted with the outcome of this
conversation and openly worshipped the Lord, bowing
himself down to the earth. He then brought out jewels
of silver, of gold, and raiment, lavishly pouring them on
Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother
precious things. Then they celebrated together eating
and drinking, he and the men that were with him, and
tarried all night; and when they rose up in the morning
he said, "Send me away unto my master," but Rebekah's
family wanted to delay his homeward journey requesting
that they all stay for 10 days longer in celebration. Eliezer
was such a considerate servant. It would have been so
satistying to the flesh to indulge for a few days, but he
knew Abraham would be anxious wondering whether he
had been successful, so made haste to get back to put him
at rest. At this point Rebekah was given an opportunity
to speak up. It seemed that Eliezer had painted such a
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good and appealing picture of her future husband and
in-laws that she did not hesitate and wanted to leave her
family immediately to become the wife of this lavishly
wealthy man she had only heard about. So, taking only
her nurse, she willingly left everything that was familiar
to her to become a 'called out one'.

Time to think

However long it took for Eliezer to reach Haran he
now had the same journey home, but in reverse, and
it would certainly have taken a long time. Rebekah was
among strangers, other than her nurse, but she needed
this time in the wilderness to prepare herself for what
lay ahead. She knew nothing of Isaac other than that he
was the only son of her wealthy great-uncle who would
one day inherit all things. She was moving forward and
nearer each day trusting in what Eliezer had told her,
hoping that she would be kindly treated by this man she
was just about to become joined to. The fact that she
was being married in the first place was not her choice,
this had been decided by her father and brother, but the
fact that she had decided to leave her home immediately
was her choice. Why was she so eager? The culture she
was leaving behind was one of extended families. I'm
sure she would have envisaged that one day her mother
would be there to see her get married, help her to bring
up her children, and be there for her when she was going
through marital difficulties. The family sent her away with
a wonderful blessing saying to her, "You are our sister,
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be the mother of thousands of millions, and let your
seed possess the gate of those which hate them", but
this move was in actual fact, cutting off all ties with her
former family — she would never set eyes on her mother
or loved ones again.

What a beautiful picture for us who have decided to
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit as he takes us to
meet our future husband, Jesus Christ. Having never
seen Jesus face to face, we have heard so much about
him, encountered him in our spirits, and have learned to
love him. As we journey through this life may we regard
him as our goal, leaving all that would distract us behind,
cutting off all that would tie us to this world, so that we
can be joined at last to our Lord.

The journey for Rebekah was long and arduous, it will
be the same for us. But the reward was great for when
they approached the home of Abraham, Rebekah could

see someone in the distance ...

And lIsaac went out to meditate in the field at the
eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and,
behold, the camels were coming. And Rebekah lifted
up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off
the camel. For she had said unto the servant, "What
man is this that walketh in the field to meet us?" And
the servant had said, "It is my master": therefore she
took a vail, and covered herself. And the servant told
Isaac all things that he had done. And Isaac brought her

46 Fighting For Your Destiny



Rebekah

into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and
she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.

Genesis 24:63-67

The Bible tells the best love stories. This is every woman's
dream, to be swept off her feet by the prince and loved
without any questions being asked. Yes, there is such a
thing as love at first sight, but it must be something very
rare for so few people believe in it. Personally, I feel that
if you are being prepared to meet the person whom God
has also been preparing to meet you, then something
spiritual will happen when you meet together. There will
be a 'knowing', like a chemical reaction, something will
quicken in your spirit. Ha-ha, but then I'm a woman and
can readily fantasize over such things, for I am one of
those blessed women who found the husband and true
partner whom God had prepared for me.

Fighting For Your Destiny 47



48

Rebekah

Fighting For Your Destiny



Rebekah

Chapter 4

ESAN

bare him 6 sons, showing there was nothing wrong

with him and that he was still physically strong even
though he was around 140 years old, but unfortunately,
some of the women of this family seemed to suffer
problems bearing children.

! braham married a woman named Keturah who

Sarah was barren — she was the wife, but also half-sister
of Abraham; Rebekah was barren — the granddaughter
of Abraham's brother; these women battled with the
stigma of infertility & begged God to heal them. Sarah,
after years of misery and hurt, conceived her one and
only son at the age of 89 when God miraculously opened
her womb. Rebekah, likewise, was married for 20 years
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without any signs of pregnancy even though God had
promised that Abraham's seed would be like the stars in
the sky and the sand on the sea shore in number. Isaac
interceded for his wife and eventually God answered his
prayers. But even though God had seen their tears and
heard their prayers Rebekah's pregnancy was a difficult
period to endure, so much so that she inquired of the
Lord why it should be this way.

And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to
wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram,
the sister to Laban the Syrian. And Isaac intreated the
LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the
LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife
conceived. And the children struggled together within
her; and she said, "If it be so, why am | thus?" And she
went to enquire of the LORD. And the LORD said unto
her, "Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of
people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one
people shall be stronger than the other people; and the
elder shall serve the younger."

Genesis 25:20-23

The Bible doesn't state how old Rebekah was when
she was joined to Isaac, but after 20 years of being
married it is certain that she was no longer a young
woman. Pregnancy on the whole is not an altogether
pleasant experience, although for some women even this

condition is something to be relished. I am convinced
Rebekah was delighted to find that she had conceived,
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but from the details in the above scripture I am sure that
this whole ordeal from beginning to end was endured
rather than enjoyed. She was in so much distress that
she tried to reason with God as to why he was allowing
her to suffer so much seeing he'd answered their prayer
and healed her womb. But from this very scripture we
can see that God sees all, knows all, and is in control of
all, concerning those he loves and has chosen for his
purposes.

For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered
me in my mother’s womb. | will praise thee; for |
am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are
thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. My
substance was not hid from thee, when | was made
in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts
of the earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet
being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were
written, which in continuance were fashioned, when
as yet there was none of them. How precious also are
thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum
of them!

Psalm 139:13-17

How blessed Rebekah was for God shared with her what
was going on. It didn't stop the pain and discomfort,
but it greatly strengthened her knowing that there was a
God-given reason for what she was experiencing,

Rebekah would not have the pleasure of seeing a scan of
her children leaping about in her womb so the word of
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God was all that she could go on. How wonderful for her,
then, when on the day she finally gave birth she found
that she was the mother of twins! Not only that but they
almost came into the world together for the second son
to be born came out of her womb grasping hold of his
older brothet's foot, as though trying to grab that first
place for himself. The struggle had continued right up to
the point of birth! Now she knew for sure that what God
had spoken to her was true. The first born son was named
Esau, meaning 'hairy', because he looked as though he
was wearing a hairy garment; and the second born was
named Jacob, meaning 'heel-holder' or 'supplanter’,
because of the manner in which he was born.

Although twins, born within seconds of each other, the
brothers grew up to lead completely separate lives, with
completely different characters — Esau was a man of the
field and a cunning hunter, with a very large outward
presence; whereas Jacob who was a plain man, dwelling
in tents, gave no outward indication of his inner struggle
for greatness and supremacy. But Rebekah knew there
was something special about the younger child, and that
God had a purpose for him to fulfil.

Esau have | hated
When did God's attitude towards Esau turn to hatred?
Did he hate this child right from the beginning when he

was yet in his mother's womb? Or did there come a day
when Esau crossed a line and could not find a way back
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to God, even though he had repented?

"I have loved you", saith the LORD. Yet ye say, "Wherein
hast thou loved us?" "Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?"
saith the LORD: "yet | loved Jacob, and | hated Esau,
and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the
dragons of the wilderness."

Malachi 1:2

And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived
by one, even by our father Isaac; (for the children being
not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that
the purpose of God according to election might stand,
not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was said unto
her, "The elder shall serve the younger." As it is written,
Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated. What shall we
say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.
For he saith to Moses, | will have mercy on whom [ will
have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will
have compassion.

Romans 9:10-15

And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man
of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents.
Genesis 25:27

Nimrod also was a mighty hunter, and it is understood
by many that this in actual fact meant that he was a man-
hunter as well as an animal-hunter. He was a mighty one
in the earth and the beginning of his kingdom was Babel,
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in the land of Shinar. This was a man God needed to
stop before he contaminated the whole earth with his
insidious, antichrist ways.

He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore
it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before
the LORD.

Genesis 10:9

But when was it that Esau reached the point of no
return, where there was no longer an opportunity for
him to repent and receive forgiveness? The Bible sheds
some light on God's assessment of Esau in Hebrews
where he was classed as a fornicator and profane person.
We know what it is to be a fornicator — to have sex
with someone you are not married to. But what does
being a profane person mean? The dictionary gives this
explanation:

Showing no respect for a god or a religion, often
through lanqguage: profane language. Funny,
profane, and fearless.

Cambridge Dictionary

Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as
Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.
For ye know how that afterward, when he would have
inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found
no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully
with tears.
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Hebrews 12:16-17
Exposure

The character of Esau is being exposed in this
scripture. Although he had been brought up in a godly
environment, and was taught to have a reverent and
healthy fear of God, he chose to walk on a different
pathway. He proved his fearlessness and disregard for
God by using blasphemous and filthy language, and
abandoned himself to a degrading lifestyle, thus scorning
the promises of God, and all the blessings he would one
day inherit.

As the first born son he would be expected to take over
from his father to both protect and increase the family
fortune Isaac had already en-massed. He needed to be a
wise and worthy leader who had a close walk with God to
enable him to take Abraham's seed on in God's purpose
and plan for their future, for he alone would have
complete control. Unfortunately, Esau lived for the 'now’,
the future did not concern him, and this was why he was
able to sell his birthright for a bowl of stew. Jacob did
not rob Esau of this birthright, Esau willingly sold it to
Jacob in exchange for food — they made a deal together.
The fact that this birthright was reduced to the value
of a plate of food showed God Esau's contempt for
what greater men who had gone before him had highly
esteemed. Being born with a 'silver spoon in his mouth'
was a misplaced privilege where Esau was concerned.
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And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field,
and he was faint: and Esau said to Jacob, "Feed me, |
pray thee, with that same red pottage; for | am faint:"
therefore was his name called Edom. And Jacob said,
“Sell me this day thy birthright." And Esau said, "Behold,
| am at the point to die: and what profit shall this
birthright do to me?" And Jacob said, "Swear to me this
day;" and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright
unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of
lentils; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went
his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.

Genesis 25:29-34

Following the rules

I believe Isaac would have brought up his children in
the same way that his own father had brought him up,
in that he would teach them God's ways, to do justice
and judgement. I have absolutely no reason to doubt that
both Esau and Jacob were godly children, products of
good parenting. I have known parents who have been
very diligent concerning their offspring, having taught
them by both instruction, and personal example in their
own lifestyle, thus bringing them up in a godly fashion,
but then, when the children reached an age where they
could make their own choices they have decided to tread
on a completely different path. Our job as parents is to
... train up a child in the way he should go: and when
he is old, he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6). We
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shall all, as parents, have to give an account for the way
we have brought our children up whilst they were in our
care, but we cannot be held responsible for the actions of
our children once they have reached the age of maturity.

The way to a man's heart

And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison:
but Rebekah loved Jacob.
Genesis 25:28

Isaac was a godly man, he'd been brought up by Abraham
in whom God had great confidence when he said, "For
I know him, that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the
LORD, to do justice and judgement”. So how could such
a godly man as Isaac love the son God hated?

It seems to me that Esau's attitude changed with age.
Perhaps it was his appetite for both adventure and
different flesh. He would go to the surrounding countries
and look out for himself foreign women. He also was
dissatisfied with killing for food the animals which his
wealthy father owned and had reared on their own farm
land, preferring rather to go into the fields and hunt,
creeping up stealthily on his prey, thus regarding the
need to eat as an opportunity for blood sport. He learned
culinary arts which enabled him to spice up his kill and
won the heart of Isaac because of it, for we read that
Isaac loved to eat of his venison. Isaac could not view
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his energetic and exciting son from God's perspective
so overlooked his actions. Esau was a good hunter, and
a splendid chef, so the satisfying of the belly clouded
Isaac's godly judgement. Even in those days they knew
that the way to a man's heart was through his stomach!
Solomon, another fool, had much insight concerning an
appetite for the good life.

When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently
what is before thee: and put a knife to thy throat, if
thou be a man given to appetite. Be not desirous of his
dainties: for they are deceitful meat ... Eat thou not
the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire
thou his dainty meats: for as he thinketh in his heart, so
is he: "Eat and drink", saith he to thee; but his heart is
not with thee. The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt
thou vomit up, and lose thy sweet words.

Provetbs 23:1-8

To think that Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of lentil
stew, rather than a feast of spiced up meat, showed just
how much he valued his future inheritance. He despised
it. And this, I believe, was the point a