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				Introduction

				

				Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

				James 1:27

				

				In the first book in this series I endeavoured to lay down principles that would help us in our study of the Sermon on the Mount. In the second book I looked at the character of a true disciple and how God looks upon a person with that character – as salt in his creation and as light in this dark world. We have now reached Matthew 5:17 and are embarking on a difficult passage in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus starts this passage by stating, Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets. I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. Jesus was speaking to disciples, so I believe his words are for us as Christians, and as always in the Sermon on the Mount his words are plain and clear.

				Grace through faith

				To be born into the kingdom of God by grace through faith is the requirement for our name to be entered into the book of eternal life. But to become a mature spiritual son of God will, just as in the physical realm, take many years of growth and much diligence and work. It is all too easy to be a slothful servant and waste our inheritance. In my estimation far too many Christians use grace as an excuse to live a carnal and indulgent lifestyle. For them, grace covers any lifestyle that they want to live. If anyone  questions their lifestyle, they will say that they are not going to be put under bondage, and that God came to set them free and give them abundant life. 

				Law or grace?

				This next part of Jesus’ sermon, which takes us up to the end of chapter 5, is a great stumbling block to many such Christians. Jesus clearly said that had not come to abolish the law, but these Christians believe that they are free from the law, and so they claim that the Sermon on the Mount was only for the Jews living in Jesus’ day and not for disciples today. This is because they understand neither the law nor grace. 

				In the first part of this book we will look at both the law and grace. I want to show that Jesus was talking to disciples today, and that it is perfectly possible to keep the whole law of God without negating grace. In fact Paul says that grace actually establishes the law. 

				Jesus then goes on to give us six examples of how we can fulfil the commandments today. The problem is that these examples will expose the hidden things in our hearts. This can be very painful, and I suppose this is another reason that modern Christians shy away from this part of the Sermon on the Mount. 

				The truth about our own hearts is almost too ugly to confront and accept, and yet the truth is the only thing that can set a man free. 

				The alternative

				Christians who do not want to be exposed have only one other option – to assume an outward holiness without dealing with the heart – which is nothing less than self-righteous hypocrisy. Whilst this may deceive other Christians who are acting in the same way, real disciples are under no illusions about the truth. Surprisingly, many non-Christians can also spot the hypocrisy very easily, and shy away from contact with these people. It is amazing that the sinners loved Jesus, and Jesus loved them, because they saw reality and truth in him. Having worked with gangsters and villains for fourteen years of my life I can understand this, because there is often less hypocrisy in their lifestyle than that of some Christians. 

				Since my father taught the Sermon on the Mount almost thirty years ago, I have been embarrassed and humiliated by the things that it has exposed, and still exposes, in my secret life. But the change that has come about by accepting and dealing with those things has brought about a freedom that I never ever dreamed was possible. I know what it is like to see myself as the chief of sinners and yet be unblameable and unreprovable in God’s sight.

				This is true freedom, for freedom without being exposed to the truth about ourselves is, in reality, deception. I pray that this book will start many Christians on this road to truth and freedom.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Part 1 

				The Law and Sin

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 1

				

				Think Not 

				

				Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

				For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

				Matthew 5:17-18

				      

				The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul. 

				

				Psalms 19:7

				For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.

				Romans 7:14

					

				Jesus said to his disciples, Think not. Now why would he tell us not to think something unless he knew that we would think it? When a pendulum has swung fully to one side, its natural tendency is to swing right across to the other side – the opposite extreme. So it is when a Christian hears that he is free from the curse of the law and now has free grace. It is understandable that he begins to despise the law as something to be cast away – as though the law itself is now cursed.

				The deception is when people believe that grace and the law are opposites, and that they have to choose one at the expense of the other. This is not the case. Many Christians have despised the law instead of despising sin, and this is a dangerous mistake, for it leads to many other false assumptions. Just as we should love sinners and hate their sin, so we should love God’s law and hate the sin that uses his perfect law to condemn us. 

				Contradictions

				We must never take scriptures in isolation, but in context and in comparison with other scriptures, even though the other scriptures may seem to say the opposite. For example, Romans 6:14 states, Sin shall not have dominion over you: for you are not under the law, but under grace. This could seem to contradict Romans 3:31 – Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: we establish the law. 

				It will not be difficult to understand the law versus grace if we have an open mind and start with the premise that Jesus said that he did not come to abolish the law but to establish it. It is natural to think that the law was abolished by the work of Jesus on the cross and that is why I believe Jesus warned us against this thinking. Let me give some reasons from God’s word why Jesus would not come to abolish the law.

				1. The moral law is not a type or shadow

				By “the law” Jesus means the moral law, and not the ceremonial law of offerings, sacrifices and rituals. These were clearly done away with after the cross and resurrection. They were types and shadows which Jesus came to fulfil, and now that we have the reality we no longer have need for the types or shadows. 

				However, the moral law is not a prophecy, type or shadow, and so it is not done away with. The moral law will stand and remain until heaven and earth pass, that is, until the new heaven and new earth are established. 

				2. The law is good and perfect

				God’s moral law is perfect. God did not give an imperfect or defective law to the children of Israel. Jesus did not come to destroy God’s law, but to establish it. David in Psalm 19:7 says: The law of the LORD is perfect.

				Paul lays out our problems and answers them methodically in Romans chapter 7. This is a big subject and outside the scope of this book for me to look at in any depth, but I can briefly say that the problem is not the law, but sin. Sin uses the law to make us sinners and this is why we do not naturally like the law. Sin can not be imputed without a law. For example, I cannot break the speed limit if there is no speed limit in the statute books. God brought in the law as a schoolteacher to show how guilty of displeasing God we were, and this made us exceedingly sinful, as Paul says in verses 10-13. 

				And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. So we see that sin is the problem, not God’s perfect law. 

				3. Faith establishes the law

				We are saved by grace, but faith is the means by which we receive grace. For by grace you are saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Ephesians 2:8. Faith, not grace, is the only means by which a man can be justified in the sight of God. This is not just New Testament teaching and not something that came in only after Christ’s sacrifice for sin. It applies from Genesis to Revelation. The book of Hebrews tells us that Abel, the son of Adam, was justified by faith. This righteousness by faith is throughout the bible: Daniel, Job, Zacharias, were all declared righteous by God. They were not justified by the works and deeds of the law, but by faith. The just shall live by faith is not a New Testament scripture but taken from the Old Testament in Habakkuk 2:4 – But the just shall live by his faith. 

				The father of faith

				Abraham, who according to the New Testament was the father of faith, lived before the law. Justification before God is, and always has been, by faith, and Abraham’s works of faith were counted for righteousness. 

				Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? See how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which said, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the friend of God (James 2:21-23).

				We can make the following observation; that those under the law could be justified by faith as easily as we could without the law through faith. We conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law ... it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law (Romans 3:27-31).

				I will end this chapter by restating that sin is the problem and not the law, and that Jesus came to deal with sin and establish the law. God dealt with the sin problem, so that it  no more has power to use the law to condemn us. 

				The law then should be our delight, and we should meditate in it day and night as David did: Oh how I love your law; it is my meditation all the day (Psalm 119:97). 

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 2 

				

				Why did Jesus Die?

				

				Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world. 

										John 1:29

				     

				The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

								           1 Corinthians 15:56 

				

				In the last chapter we saw that the problem grace has to overcome is not the law, but sin which uses the law to make us guilty before God. I now want to show that Jesus died on the cross not to forgive sins, but to take away sin itself.

				A forgiving God

				To think that God did not really forgive sins before the cross is erroneous. God forgave sins and made ways for redemption right from the book of Genesis. There is only one way for sins to be covered, and that is by blood. And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission (Hebrews 9:22). Blood sacrifices have always atoned for sin on a personal and national level. Once a year the high priest would sacrifice and make atonement for the whole of the nation of Israel. And this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins once a year (Leviticus 16:34). For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that makes an atonement for the soul (Leviticus 17:11). 

				Atonement - a covering

				Atonement in the bible means covering, but also infers purging, reconciliation, forgiveness, to pacify, to cleanse, to pardon. But I find nowhere in the bible where atonement implies substitution. The doctrine of 'the substitutionary atoning death of Jesus' has crept into the church and has been almost universally accepted. I can’t find this teaching in the New Testament. 

				If Jesus is my substitute, he must take my place. My deserved punishment is eternal damnation in the lake of fire,  but the bible does not say that Jesus went to the lake of fire to save me. If he was my substitute, he should have done. After his death he preached to the spirits in prison – the place of the dead – but no one is yet in the lake of fire, for only after the judgement at the great white throne are people condemned to it. Even the disobedient angels and devils are waiting the judgement and are reserved until that day. 1

				Jesus paid the price that God demanded for sin to be taken away. It is a redemption, a buying back, and all that was needed was for the correct price to be paid – the blood from a perfect, obedient Adam. Jesus paid that price. 

				Before the cross, the blood of bulls and goats provided the price for sins to be forgiven, but it was only a temporary forgiveness – that is, until we sinned again – and so was unsatisfactory in this aspect. Paul says that there is always a remembrance of sin until the perfect sacrifice of Christ. 2 The bible does not say that the blood of animals can’t forgive sins, it says that it can not take away sin, which is completely different. 

				We can say that there has always been provision, by shedding of blood, for forgiveness from sin, so Jesus had to do more than forgive sins for a perfect sacrifice. He had to actually take away sin – remove sin forever.

				First and second Adam

				Paul said that the first Adam made all men sinners through disobedience. The whole of mankind are now born sinners because of Adam. We naturally sin because that was how we were born – of Adam’s race. Paul also says that by one man’s obedience, the second Adam, the entire world became righteous, because Jesus actually undid what Adam had done and took away the sin of the world. The next day John saw Jesus coming unto him, and said, Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). Notice it does not say sins, plural, but sin of the world. Jesus dealt with the root, and sin no longer reigns (Romans 6:14). For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world has he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself (Hebrews 9:26).

				Now all mankind are righteous. Sin can no longer condemn a man to the lake of fire, which was not made for man but for the devil and his angels. Multitudes will end up in this lake, but not because of sin, for grace can and has covered all sin on the cross. Rebellion will send men to the lake of fire, not sin. The only thing that will damn a person is the rebellious refusal to accept the free gift that has already been paid for the whole world’s redemption. 

				Pride, which blinds a person, will deceive millions to refuse this free gift, already paid for in full. (For if by Adam’s offence death reigned by one; much more they, which receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore, as by the offence of Adam, judgement came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of Jesus the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life (Romans 5:17-19). 

				Free from conscience	

				Another thing the cross did was to free us from conscience – the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The tree of morality, I believe, was the tree that Jesus was nailed to, and we now have a free uncondemned life. We are freed to feed upon the tree of life. [The first tabernacle] was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience ... How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? (Hebrews 9:9,14).

				Why do I consider is it important to understand that the sin of the world has been taken away? Well, I have shown that the problem is not the law but sin. Sin uses the law to condemn me. So if sin has been dealt with, there is nothing the law can do to condemn a Christian. I become righteous even though I still sin, because the means to condemn me have been removed – not the removal of the law, but the removal of sin. The law now can become my friend and not my enemy. I am freed from the curse of the law. The curse of the law is not the law. It is the consequences of breaking the law, not the law itself. 

				All things are lawful

				Paul said that now all things are lawful because he can not be condemned. Under grace many sinful things are not profitable, even though they can have no bearing on our eternal destiny. I feel that few Christians understand this fully and so they are not really free in their conscience. They are still eating of the tree of what is good or bad. If we have grace, then we must stop eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and start eating from the tree of life to which we now have access. You can not eat of two trees at once. Paul says that we are unreprovable and unblameable in his sight, by grace. With statements like that, we have no excuse to not be truly free in Christ.

				

				Notes

				

				1.  See 2 Peter 2:4, Jude 6, Matthew 8:29

				2.  See Hebrews 9 and 10

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 3 

				

				The Law - 

				Curse and Blessing

				  

						And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.

						Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 

									Romans 7:10-13

				

				  	But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, says the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

									Jeremiah 31:33

				Many Christians want to abolish the law now that they have grace. They do not understand the law and therefore they do not know how to fulfil it. Jesus said that he actually came to fulfil the law, and in chapter 4 we will see how easy it is when we understand the requirements now that the real problem – sin – has been dealt with.

				Dead letter or spirit 

				The problem comes when we take the dead letter of the word as a 'proof text'. For example, the Ten Commandments say “Do not kill”. If we take the dead letter then this statement is final and not open to interpretation, and at first thought this seems the only safe and correct way to approach it. However, it would be completely wrong and would make no allowance for the spirit behind the law. It would mean I can not kill to eat, or to sacrifice to God, kill a germ, a disease carrying fly, a weed, a wolf to protect my sheep and so on. Israel would not have been able to obey God’s instruction to destroy all in Canaan – men, women, children and cattle. They would not have been able to administer God’s justice and stone a man for homosexuality or adultery.

				Qualifying the law

				After the few verses of the Ten Commandments in Exodus chapter 20, there are whole books of the Old Testament qualifying the single statements such as 'Do not kill' or 'Do not commit adultery', showing that spirit is also involved; and as more and more of the law is revealed we find that increasingly love and the heart come into it. God is always interested in the heart and motives of his people. It is not what we do that God looks at (the outward observance) but the motive for doing it (the hidden man of the heart). Here are a few examples of how God showed Israel that the commandments were more than dead laws. 

				You shall not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself (Leviticus 19:18). This is the Old Testament teaching coming from Leviticus – the book of the law. Love fulfils the law. Love does what love does, and thank God it does, or God would never have sacrificed his Son for undeserving sinners. 

				Love the Lord your God

				In Deuteronomy God told Israel what he required of them. It was to walk in his ways, that is, to obey the law, but not the dead letter, for he then says to love with the heart and soul. And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul (Deuteronomy 10:12). Without love we always have deadness, and that is why in the book of Revelation, speaking to the Ephesian Church, Jesus told them to repent and go back to their first love. Their works had become legalistic. This is always the danger with God’s people. 

				More important matters

				In the New Testament Jesus tells the Pharisees, who were keen to keep to the very letter of the law, what must have been to them a very radical statement. He said that the weightier, more important parts of the law were judgement, mercy, and faith. How sad that Israel and the Church have often missed these delightful spiritual qualities in God’s law. Mercy has been with us since Adam, and judgement never left after the cross. God has never changed his character or requirements. There have been two covenants, but righteousness by faith is the requirement for both of them. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgement, mercy, and faith: these ought you to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Matthew 23:23

				Another mistake

				Another mistake that both Israel and the church have made is to make the Ten Commandments a perimeter fence that shows us a line we must not cross. The problem with this thinking is that we can go right up to the fence and still feel righteous. For example, let us erect a 'fence' for the commandment 'Do not murder'. Well, that allows me to hate my neighbour, carry a knife in case I meet him, stab him and leave him half dead. As long as he is still alive, I have not broken the law that says 'Do not murder'.

				Another commandment says: 'Do not commit adultery', so this fence leaves me plenty of room for manoeuvre. I can meet a woman other than my wife, I can fondle her and lie next to her in bed, but so long as I do not become one with her, I have kept the law that says 'Do not commit adultery'. These may seem silly examples, but this is common thinking – that the law shows me how far I can go without being guilty. The Ten Commandments were instituted because man would not deal with the heart, and so when anger in the heart – which should be dealt with straight away – leads to murder, then God demanded a punishment: life for life.

				God always wanted us to start with the heart, and if we deal with the heart then the outward sins will never manifest. We do not even have to think about keeping the outward law if we concentrate on the inward motives of the heart. 

				As soon as the church makes laws for people to be holy then we move from grace to deadness, for laws need penalties and punishments to be effective. We can see from history that the church has burned people at the stake in the name of Christ and believed they were upholding the righteous law of God.

				God’s own people quoted the law of Moses as justification for killing God, when he came in the flesh. We have a law and by our law he ought to die (John 19:7). I believe that legality and Constitutions in the church tend to deadness and negate grace. I also believe that all our Statements of Faith and creeds are, at the very best, no more than statements of doctrinal bias.

				Curse to blessing

				When we receive true grace, then the law changes from an outward observance and a curse, to the law written on our hearts. This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people (Hebrews 8: 10). It is then indeed a blessing, even though the words never change. The outward law says in a harsh voice, “MAURICE, YOU SHALL NOT KILL”, but grace says to me in a soft and comforting voice, “Maurice, you have my laws written on your heart, I am living in you and you will not kill”. It becomes a promise and I say, “Wow, thanks Lord, what a blessing”.  From “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY”, grace will reassure me, “Maurice, you will no longer commit adultery”. 

				I am so blessed because it is Christ in me who is living the Christian life, the law is now written on my heart, and I am free from all condemnation. 

				To finish this chapter I will bring two scriptures that are often quoted to suggest that the law is abolished.

				1. Galatians 3:13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law… On close inspection we can see that the curse of the law has been abolished, that is, the penalty and punishment, and not the law itself.

				2. Romans 8:2 For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. Again Paul can not be saying the law has been abolished, for Jesus says in the very passage we are looking at in the Sermon on the Mount, that not one smallest part of the law will be done away with until heaven and earth have passed away. What he is saying is that because sin and death have been dealt with we are freed, because the law can not be imputed without sin.

				Obedience is not difficult	

				Many Christians say that the law was hard and that no one could keep it, but this kind of thinking only exposes their own deception and reveals what is in their hearts. The bible clearly shows us that it is impossible not to keep the whole law when we love God with our whole heart and we love our neighbour as much as we love ourselves. In the 

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 4 

				

				Faith Working By Love

				

				You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 

								Mark 12:30-31

				

				Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

						James 1:27

				

				For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision avails any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which works	by love.	

				Galatians 5:6

					

				The law of God was never meant to be 'legalistic'. By this I mean some fixed immovable dictate. This sounds like a contradiction unless we realise that Jesus said that the whole law could be summed up in two statements. 

				

				1. Love God

				2. Love your neighbour

				

				And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, Oh Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, you shall love your neighbour as yourself. There are no other commandments greater than these (Mark 12:29).

				Paul spells it out very clearly and leaves no doubt about the fact that love is the answer to fulfilling the law. Read the following scripture slowly and digest it, for it could not have been stated more plainly. We must love God and our neighbour as ourselves then we will fulfil the law and we will no longer want it to be abolished. We will delight in it day and night as David did ... 

				Love one another: for he that loves another has fulfilled the law. For this, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not kill, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, You shall not covet; and if there is any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, You shall love your neighbour as yourself. Love works no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law (Romans 13:8).

				James calls this 'the royal law'. If you fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, You shall love your neighbour as yourself, you do well (James 2:8).

				A person’s actions and not a person’s belief fulfils the law. What we believe is only thought and stays inside our heads or hearts. Love can not stay in our mind or our body because it is not love if it does not manifest itself. Love, like faith, has to be in an object other than itself. 

				Love will always give. It is not a passive emotion and this is why many Christians hide behind 'cheap grace'. Grace is free to us, but came at a great cost to God. Many Christians do not want to give the requirements of love. God is our example, and he so loved that he gave, so we must do the same. 

				Sounds too easy 

				Many Christians would say “just love and everything will be all right”, sounds far too simplistic. Well, it is true, love will fulfil everything required of God; but there is a problem. There is a cost to loving. There is nothing more costly in the whole of God’s universe. Love cost God his only-begotten Son, Kings have abdicated for love. Mothers have died under motor vehicles trying to save their child. 

				To love God and our neighbour with our words is easy, but to love them with our hearts is anything but easy, and we can not possibly do it in our own strength. Israel found it extremely difficult and failed again and again. The church, throughout history and at this present time,  has found it much easier to gather riches and property than to distribute it to meet other people’s needs, despite all the examples in the Acts of the Apostles. 

				This people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men (Isaiah 29:13). 

				Here is the problem. Who wants to die to self so that another can possess them – even if that other be God? He can not love through us when we are trying to love from our own self. The measure of how much we love God is not the measure that we think or say we love him. It is not the amount that we love our wives and our children. The measure is how much we love our enemies. This is the only true and reliable yardstick – but of course the most unpalatable to our self-life. The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30) clearly shows us that our enemy is actually the 'neighbour' who we must love demonstratively. This parable alone exposes the church to the fact that we all love ourselves more than we are often willing to admit.

				Rich and covetous

				The rich young ruler is a case in point. I believe he really wanted to do what the law required. He was certain that he had fulfilled the law in the outward observance, but when Jesus talked about loving his neighbour as much as he loved himself, he went away sorrowful. If he had loved the poor, he would have wanted to share his great wealth with them, but he didn’t even go so far as to offer them even a small proportion of his wealth. He had been exposed. His talk was good, but his heart was deceitful and covetous. He was serving mammon even though he believed he was serving God. 

				How many Christians today sincerely believe they are serving God, when in reality, by their selfish lifestyle, they prove conclusively that they are serving mammon. Paul exposed the Galatians for their so-called liberty when they used it as a cover to not love one another.  For, brethren, you have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; you shall love your neighbour as yourself. But if you bite and devour one another, take heed that you be not consumed one of another (Galatians 5:13-15).

				Israel failed here 

				Israel failed miserably in understanding the spirit of God’s laws. Paul said of himself that his zeal was not lacking, it was his understanding that was darkened. If Israel had loved God and their neighbour as themselves, they would have fulfilled the law’s requirements. What was the lacking ingredient? It was faith, because to love your enemies, go the extra mile, or turn the other cheek, you need faith. Only a fool – or a real Christian – will do these things. But Israel, who followed after the law of righteousness, had not attained to the law of righteousness. Why? Because they didn’t seek it by faith, but as it were by the works of the law (Romans 9:31-32). 

				Paul is saying that Israel could have fulfilled the law if they had kept it by faith and not by works. Justification/righteousness is always by faith – with or without works. Paul also reminded the Galatian Church: For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision avails any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which works by love (Galatians 5:6). 

				When we have all the correct doctrines and morals and don’t do the acts of love, then it is faith that we are lacking. We do not believe as we believe we believe, and our hearts become hard and proud. Let us not be like the Ephesian church who did the works but had forgotten their first love. Let us love God with all of our being and love our neighbour as ourselves, and we will exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees and fulfil the spirit of the law and not just the letter.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 5

				

				Saying and Doing 

				 

				For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, not one jot or one tittle shall pass from the law until all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

				Matthew 5:18-20

				

				Be followers of me, even as I am of Christ.

				1 Corinthians 11:1

				

				No one can take a man further than he himself is willing to go.

				Thomas à Kempis

				If Jesus did not come to destroy the law but establish it, then will it last forever? Is it eternal? These are good questions and Jesus answers them for us. The law will stand until heaven and earth pass away. This is an interesting revelation because we can establish some facts from it.

				1.	When Christ reigns for a thousand years we will still have the law, for the earth will still be standing. Jesus will rule with a rod of iron. Surely that infers rigid discipline to a fixed code. 

				2.	The new heaven and new earth will not have the moral law of God in it, for the earth will have been destroyed.

				3.	In the new heaven and earth it will be impossible to sin, because the means that sin uses (the law) will no longer be there, and where no law is there can be no transgression.

				Destroyed by fire

				The book of Revelation tells us when heaven and earth will pass away – after the Devil has been cast into the lake of fire. God arises in judgement at the great white throne, and heaven and earth pass away at his presence. His eyes will be as flames of fire. Peter says the elements will melt in fervent heat. I do not believe the earth will be destroyed by World War III. God has reserved the world for himself to destroy by fire, just as he did with water at the time of Noah. He will not use man’s inventions to do it. He will have all the glory for the destruction. Our God is a consuming fire. 1

				For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:20)

				In the last chapter I said that the key to fulfilling the law is faith working by love. This should help us to understand the above statements of Jesus. He was comparing the Pharisees’ lifestyle with true law-keeping. The Pharisees certainly kept the works of the law diligently. They fasted, prayed, gave alms, tithed, and obviously did not commit the outward acts of murder or adultery. Sadly, they broke the true law on all counts, and taught men to do the same, because they did not do these things with the right motive – love – and they did not do their good works by faith.

				Part 2 of this book will look at the six comparisons Jesus gave between keeping the law by outward observance, and fulfilling the law by inward motives.

				Another principle

				Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:19) 

				There is another principle that Jesus included here, that of teaching by example – doing and teaching. The Pharisees also taught by what they did, but it was the wrong example. They taught the true word of Moses, but their life showed a distorted example of God. They showed pride and covetousness, hypocrisy and position-seeking, hate, and love of the praise of men. 2 They did not keep the law by faith, which works by love. 

				The first three verses in 1 Corinthians 13 are challenges to any honest Christian on this subject of motives. Paul says that if our motive is not love, even though we do the works, and these include the gifts of the spirit, then: we are a clanging gong and a tinkling cymbal – we irritate God (verse 1); we are nothing (verse 2), and it will profit me nothing when I stand before the judgement seat of Christ (verse 3).

				The only teaching that is acceptable to God is the teaching that is backed by a practical lifestyle based on love. There is no other way to fulfil God’s word other than the practical outworking of love. Jesus said that our righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees – that is – all our doctrines and beliefs. As Thomas à Kempis said, “What does it profit me to know all the mysteries of the Trinity, if by my lifestyle I displease the Trinity?”.

				Jesus’ practical  lifestyle

				Jesus lived with his disciples. He did not meet with them twice a day for lectures so that they could 'parrot' his words. This is real teaching and the church needs to rediscover this apostolic method of mentoring if we are to produce men of God and not just men of the church denomination. Jesus’ disciples saw his lifestyle, and as John later says, we actually touched and handled the word of life with our own hands.  

				Paul and the other apostles also taught this principle of teaching and doing. Read what Paul says to Timothy, a young minister. He does not separate his teaching from lifestyle:

				 But you have fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, long-suffering, charity, patience ...(2 Timothy 3:10). 

				For though you have ten thousand instructors in Christ, you haven’t many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Therefore I beseech you, be followers of me (1 Corinthians 4:15-16). 

				Be followers of me, even as I also am of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1).

				They said about Jesus, “What strange new doctrine is this?” Not his words, but his actions. In other words he demonstrated his doctrines with compassion. And they were all so amazed, that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority he commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him. (Mark 1:27)

				New Doctrine

				Let me finish this part of the book by stating that unless our motives and desires are radically changed we will end up in one or the other camps – for either we will be afraid of good works by faith and do nothing, or we will do 'works' with the wrong motives and become hypocrites and legalists. Unless we keep the law by unassuming love, we will become as the Pharisees and sooner or later crucify Christ afresh.

				This may seem very serious and forbidding, but we shall see in later verses of the Sermon on the Mount that Jesus said to those who had done good works using God’s power (casting out devils, prophesying and doing many wonderful works in Jesus’ name) Depart from me, you that work iniquity. To do a good work in Christ’s name and not show Christ’s character ( compassion) is in God’s eyes an evil work.

				

				Notes

				

				1.   Of course I accept that there may be a Third World War caused by man using nuclear bombs, but this will not be the end of the earth. That is reserved for God. 

				       And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea (Revelation 21:1).

				

				But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men (2 Peter 3:5-13).

				 	

				2.   Read the whole of Matthew 23. Jesus exposes this inconsistency between the words and actions of the religious people. It often applies perfectly well to our present denominations.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 6

				

				The Motives of Love 

				

				Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profits me nothing.

				                                                   1 Corinthians 13:1-3

				

				If love fulfils God’s law, then it would be appropriate to finish this part of the book with a study on 1 Corinthians chapter 13. I am sure this will help our understanding of the requirements needed for keeping the law in God’s eyes.

				I stated in the last chapter, that love is not a feeling, but is proved and vindicated by demonstration. Love has to manifest in some way. The problem is that we can do all the things that love would do and still not have love in our heart. For example, a man who desires to seduce a girl will go through all the outward actions of a man in love and say all the right and loving things. He may spend money and time on the girl, as any true lover would do, but the actions may cover a heart of  lust and not love – this is a big problem to any girl. Likewise this deception is a big problem to any church or any individual Christian, for it is easy to do all the ‘right things’ and yet have the wrong motives in our heart. 

				The context is the Gifts of the Spirit

				To understand this chapter it is important to note its context. Paul is not talking about the subject of love, he is talking about the supernatural gifts of the spirit. Chapter 12 starts by saying; Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant, and in verses 8-10 he lists the nine gifts that come from the Holy Spirit - the manifest power, wisdom and knowledge of God. 

				In chapter 14, Paul carries on talking about the gifts of the spirit and how to practically operate them in the body of Christ – he says things such as; let everything be done decently and in order, let one speak and the others judge. 

				This chapter on love, chapter 13, is sandwiched in between these chapters on the power of God, and is the pertinent and fulcrum point of Paul’s whole discourse on the gifts. The power of God without the character of God is very dangerous and will do much damage to the body of Christ. To put a small boy in a powerful car will not only damage the boy, but it will probably damage many other people as well. 

				The problem is not the power of the car, it is the lack of character – the immaturity of the child. He can’t handle the power, that is the problem. So it is with God’s power – the gifts of the spirit, without the fruit of the sprit is very dangerous and does much damage in today’s Church.

				Describing emotions

				Most Christians would say that the following verses from chapter 13 are a description of love. Read them carefully; 

				Charity suffers long, and is kind; charity envies not; charity vaunts not itself, is not puffed up,  does not behave itself unseemly, seeks not her own, is not easily provoked, thinks no evil;  rejoices not in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Charity never fails: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (I will explain why I prefer the word charity to love later in the chapter).

				I would beg to differ for the following reason. Love is a spiritual quality – in other words it is not to do with matter. It is not subject to the laws of matter and is the same as any other emotion, part of our spiritual make-up. The bible says that spiritual things need to be spiritually discerned. They can not be described in physical terms nor can they be understood by description.

				For example; hate is one of our emotions and, therefore, can not be described. It has to be ‘felt’. A person who has never been angry would not understand what you were talking about if you said you hated someone, and when you tried to explain that you wanted to hit them or wish them harm, they would not identify with this feeling if they had not experienced the same thing themselves.

				When we do try to explain and say that we ‘slammed the door’, or ‘went red in the face’, we are not describing  anger, we are describing the consequences of having anger and that is something completely different. The emotions of jealously, fear, or resentment would be exactly the same if we tried to describe the emotion. We would only be describing the results of having these emotions. 

				So it is with love, and if you read verses 4 - 8 again you will have to agree that Paul is telling us how we behave when we have love. We are kind; we are willing to suffer a long time; we are patient; we think no evil and so on. All these are the physical outworking of the internal and spiritual quality of love. Verses 4-8 then, are not about love itself, but about the consequences of love; 

				Love, Charity, or Compassion

				It is interesting to note that in the King James version of the bible the word used in Chapter 13 is not love, but charity. The Greek word ‘Agape’ is translated sometimes as love and sometimes as charity. The translators have obviously realised that there is a difference because in other parts of Corinthians agape is translated as ‘love’ and not ‘charity’, and we should note it as well.

				I prefer to use the word charity rather than love for the following reasons. The word ‘love’ has lost all its true meaning in our English language. Most young people think sex and love are synonymous, so it is not a good word to use here. The problem is that the word ‘charity’ has also lost its original meaning  and today is often understood as a way of avoiding taxes, obtaining concessions from the government, or maybe giving away our unwanted clothes. 

				Charity used to mean ‘for the love of it’ so that working in a Charity shop, and being paid for it, is not doing it for charity. To work for charity is to do it for the love of it and not for money. Most charities these days are businesses that do good works. I am not criticising charities, that is not my point, I am trying to show that we have lost the original meaning of the word. I am going to use the word compassion from now on in this chapter for I feel that it conveys the right motive. 

				Compassion is love in action. Jesus was moved with compassion when he saw the multitudes as sheep having no shepherd (Mark 6:34) and he did something about it – he healed them and fed their poor. To see distressing situations in Africa or India on a television programme may cause us to feel pity and we may even shed a tear, but compassion will make us give up our holiday in the sun so that we can go to that country and practically help in the situation. The feelings of love are not enough, we have to be moved if we want to claim that we have compassion. We will see that this is the motive that God is looking for when we use our gifts - natural or spiritual – and when we do our good works.

				Right action - wrong motive

				I am now going to consider verses 1-3 and show that they are dealing with the motives of love. To do the right actions and have the wrong motives is a very serious offence to God. The Gifts of the Spirit and the good deeds of a Christian are wonderful and will accomplish God’s work, but only the motive of love will accomplish God’s will.

				Verse 1 

				Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

				

				This first verse shows us how God sees a person who has the right vocal gift without the right motive, and it irritates God – a clanging gong and a tinkling cymbal. Paul says that a person may have the tongues of men and of angels – wonderful gifts that would bring the praise of the world and of the Church, but if that person's motive is not pleasing to God then he sees it as a clanging gong or a tinkling symbol. What a shame it is if, when we use our wonderful gifts, the underlying motive is pride, self seeking, or loving the praise of men. Instead of pleasing God it would have the exact opposite effect and be  a sound without meaning and an irritation to God’s ears.

				Verse 2   

				And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.

				This second verse tells us how God sees someone who has faith and the power gifts without the motive of love. Paul says; if we have the supernatural gift to know all mysteries and all knowledge. These are mighty gifts that have the entire knowledge of God at our disposal. The wonders of science and music and the knowledge of where God came from. This means we understand the 'mystery of iniquity' and all other knowledge, supernatural and natural, are included in these gifts. Paul then talks about all faith to move mountains. Notice he doesn’t say a mustard seed to move a mountain, he says all faith to move mountains – plural. Christians are very impressed with these gifts and the men who demonstrate them fill huge stadiums. God however, only looks at the motive and if there is no compassion then he says we are nothing. How can these mighty gifts produce a statement like that from God?

				I think that another scripture from the Sermon on the Mount will help us here. It will be covered in a later book but I am sure it will help if we briefly look at it. 

				Not every one that says to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name? And in your name have cast out devils? And in your name done many wonderful works? Then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity. (Matthew 7:15-23) 

				Not Everyone!

				Jesus is talking about false prophets and he says that not those who do the ‘works of God’ will be recognised, but those that do the 'will of God’. There will always be  benefits  when we cast out devils and do wonderful works in Jesus' name, but without Jesus' character, the good work that we do actually becomes a work of iniquity in Gods eyes and he says; "I never knew you" – that is, "You did not have an intimate relationship with me. You knew 'about me', and used my power but you don’t know me". Very frightening I know, but it is quite clear. 

				A good example would be my relationship to the Queen of England. I know all about her. I could tell you about her husband, and her likes and dislikes in food. I could even tell you the name of her pet corgi dogs. I could talk about her for hours because I know an awful lot about her. The problem is that she doesn’t even know I exist. If she met me I would instantly recognise her, but sadly she would not recognise me. She would say to her husband,  "I do not know this man".

				So many Christians know all about God, his power and his grace, but the question is – does God know them?

				Verse 3 

				And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profits me nothing.

				This verse tells us how God views a person who does the ultimate good deeds without the right motive – it profits them nothing. Paul goes to the extreme in his example and says that if I give all my goods to feed the poor – not some, or most, but all. This surely is a great and worthy deed that will benefit the poor, but the question is; will it benefit me? The answer is a resounding, "No", if the motive for this great act is not compassion. Almsgiving is not a Christian act per se, as all religions practice this discipline, Hindu, Muslim and even the Masons. Other apparently non religious organisations, including Atheists, also give to the poor and worthy causes, so there is no reward from God for these good deeds. It will have no bearing on our Kingdom rewards when we face Christ at his judgement seat. 

				Many will say they have done these deeds in Jesus' name and it will make no difference, for the criteria for reward is that we did God’s will and not just his work. Jesus will look at why we did the deed, not that we did it. A very sobering thought, but one that we would do well to take note of, for it will be too late on that day.

				The second area is that of martyrdom. Surely this is the ultimate sacrifice that anyone can make. I agree that this is indeed the ultimate, but with God, only the motive will matter and only if this motive is compassion will it profit us. By profit I mean to hear the words from Jesus "Well done", with a reward to follow. Many people have given their lives for a cause, but if the cause is a false one, or the motive is borne out of hate there is no benefit to them. The person may have a good cause and be a Christian and have a sure knowledge of eternal life but we are not talking about eternal life we are talking about the judgement seat of Christ, for rewards or punishment. To die because I would not deny Christ seems commendable, but if the motive is pride and stubbornness – no one will make me give in – then we lose our reward in the Kingdom.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 7

				

				Cultivating Compassion

				

				The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

							Psalms 145:8

				

				But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

							Matthew 9:36

				

				But whoever has this world’s good, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how can the love of God dwell in him?

							John 3:17

				 

				If compassion is the key motive to all our ministry and lifestyle then how are we to cultivate and increase our compassion? I believe we first have to understand the intensity and cost of this motive for it is not for the faint hearted. It drove Jesus through Gethsemane to the cross and it will be no less costly for us in the sphere that God has called us to.

				I have two illustrations that may help us. The first is a story that I heard many years ago and, although the details may have dimmed with the passage of time, the facts will serve us well.

				An Amazing Woman

				This happened many years ago before the advent of transatlantic air travel. A woman, who was widowed with three sons, encouraged the eldest to be a missionary in Africa. He responded to his mother’s exhortation and, after making the long journey by boat, preached the gospel to the natives. News came back a few years later that he had been killed and eaten by cannibals. His mother, far from regretting that she had encouraged him to go and risk his life, spoke to the second son and told him he should follow his brother to Africa and fill the shoes that were now empty. He responded to the call and made the same trip to that dark continent. It was only a few years later that the word came back that he also had been a martyr for  Christ in the jungles of Africa.

				The youngest son then filled the shoes that his brothers had walked in and made the same journey with the encouragement and blessing of his mother. It sounds incredible, but he also met the same fate for preaching the word of God to those steeped in Voodoo and Animism.

				Many years had passed before the story somehow caught the attention of the media and this lady was interviewed on the radio. She was asked if it was true that she, a widow, encouraged her three sons to go to Africa as missionaries to Africa and they were all, at different times, martyred. She admitted that these were the true facts. The interviewer then asked her if, after many years had passed, and with the advantage of hindsight, she had any regrets for what she encouraged her sons to do.

				She answered that she did have one regret, and she shared it with the listeners. She said “My one regret is that I did not have another son to send to Africa to fill those empty shoes". 

				There is no in-between emotion in that statement. Either the lady was hard, callous, and without a mother’s feelings, or loved her Lord and was filled with compassion for the natives of Africa.

				Exposing Our Motives

				The second illustration is a vision my wife Joanna, had many years ago when we were praying together, and at a time when God was challenging us on this very subject. I will relate it in the first person. “I was sitting in a small boat on a narrow canal that was moving towards a closed portcullis. The gate was not the entrance to a castle but to an large, open lake. My boat stopped at the gate and I noticed an angel who was obviously the gate keeper. I asked if I could go through the gate and the angel asked my reason for wanting to enter the lake. I told him that I wanted to fish – for that was my duty. He surprised me, for he said that my motive was not good enough and he could not let me pass. 

				I thought for a while, then asked again if I could enter through the gates into the lake. The angel again asked me my reason and I told him that I needed to catch fish – for many people were hungry and needed food. I felt that my reason was good and expected the angel to let me continue, but the reply was the same. He said that my motive was not good enough and he would not let me pass. I thought long and hard and, as I was thinking of what would be a good enough reason to be allowed into the lake to fish, I noticed an ugly oil slick moving across the lake. I realise that all the fish would be contaminated and I shouted to the angel to let me through the gate. He again asked my motive and I shouted that if I didn’t get through the gate to rescue the fish they would all be contaminated and die. The angel quickly jumped into the boat with me, the portcullis opened, and the angel said that he would help me to rescue the fish."

				I find this vision extremely challenging for, as a teacher of the word of God, I realise that it is not enough to do my duty and fulfil my calling and ministry. I realise that it is not enough to teach because God’s people need good food and God has blessed me with good food to feed people. My only motive must be that I have compassion for the people I minister to. I must be willing to give my life for the sheep and not just feed them.

				God's work or God's Will

				To fulfil my ministry and calling is to do God’s work, but to have compassion is to fulfil God’s will and I am aware that the question Jesus will ask me is; “Have you done the will of your father which is in heaven, or have you just done his work?” My place in the kingdom of heaven – the millennial reign of Christ – will depend on my answer. 

				How do we cultivate this motive in our everyday lives? This is the all important question, and the answer is not a simple formula, but never the less we can understand the things that will help the process. The simplistic answer is to become like Jesus for if we are like him in character, that is, if we have the fruit of the spirit and live the beatitudes, then we will naturally have the compassion of Christ. It is often not what we do but how we think that helps us the most and I will list three areas where our thinking must be right for us to progress in this vital area of compassion.

				

				1. Learn to love our trials

				

				Jesus told us to leap and dance for joy when the trials come, and James tells us "to count it all joy". This is because they know that compassion, and indeed all character is made in the crucible of our trials. Trials make us meek (teachable), and humble us - a proud person will never have compassion. If we blame the devil or people when going through our trials we will never progress, and compassion will never be formed. How can we love and have compassion for our enemies if we are finding fault with them? Jesus asked God to forgive his enemies at the time they were crucifying him. I would call that compassion.

				

				2. We must see ourselves

				

				Unless we have been exposed to ourselves we will never have compassion. We will be judgmental and self righteous, for only when we see ourselves and our weaknesses as God sees them can we have compassion on other weak people. 

				God cannot change anything in my life until I accept that it is there and that it is a problem. For example; how can God deal with my pride if I believe I am humble? The answer is obvious – he can’t. I have to be exposed as a proud teacher. I have to confess the fact, and then I can be changed. That is always the order – exposure, confession, and then change. We must ask God to search our hearts and show us what he finds. The truth about ourselves is the most painful and humiliating experience that we can ever go through, but it is a prerequisite for change in our lives and nothing else will achieve it if we are not exposed to truth. We will continue to act in a humble manner to cover our pride, not only to others but also to ourselves. This is true of all our weaknesses, and the hardness of our hearts will never change to compassion without this process.

				

				3. We must expose ourselves to needs

				

				This last aid is not about attitude, it's about action, and unless we combine the attitude with the practical outworking we will not have the balance to achieve what we are seeking – compassion.

				It is imperative that we expose ourselves to the needs of others. It is all well and good to see starving children on television and hear their cries for help, but, if after we have been moved by their affliction we retire to our warm beds and the safety of our society, we have actually been moved to do nothing. Their cries will carry on long into the night. We have to be moved to do something if we are moved at all. It is the same when someone tells me that my teaching has challenged them. I feel like asking them “challenged you to do what?”

				We do not have to go to the far reaches of the world and risk our lives to be exposed to needs, for they are all around us if we care to look. What about visiting a mental home and seeing deranged people. An experience like that will give you something to pray and cry about. What about a visit to a prison, or the red light district (there is one in every large city). Have a look at the young teenage girls standing on the corner of the street, probably on drugs, selling themselves to any dirty old man who cares to pay their price. They were once someone’s beautiful baby. No child of four dreams of this career. She possibly had aspirations of being an air hostess, a nurse, or a teacher. These scenes will do more than just give you feelings, they will challenge you to do something at a cost to your comfortable church life. I am not saying that we should visit places that would stumble us, I am just saying that there are always means of exposing ourselves to the needs of others. If we will not do this then we will never have compassion. 

				Moved with Compassion

				When Jesus saw the multitudes he was moved with compassion (see Matthew 9:36). I am so glad that I go to the third world and see their poverty and needs. I am so glad that I have ministered in prisons all over Great Britain, for it has changed my outlook and ultimately my actions beyond anything I could have imagined in my proud, arrogant, selfish youth. If you are not a friend of sinners then you are not following Jesus. Other self satisfied Christians can never motivate you to compassion. They may motivate you to works, but they will never motivate you to do God’s will.  Compassion is the only acceptable motive for all that we do as Christians. May God help us.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Part 2 

				The Law and Love

			

		

	
		
			
				

				Part 2

				Introduction

				

				You have heard it said by them of old time ... but I say unto you ...

				Matthew 5:21-48

				

				I am not the man I think I am. I am not the man that others think I am. I am the man that God knows me to be.

				Anon

				

				In Part 1 I have shown that it is not difficult to fulfil the law when we love, it is in fact impossible not to do all that the law requires of us. The hard truth is that we do not love our neighbour as ourselves, and so make excuses for this lack of love, by hiding behind grace.

				Because our hearts need to be exposed before we can confess and change, Jesus gives us six examples of how we fulfil the law by love. I find it a very painful passage to go through because he touches every area of our secret, hidden life. 

				It is easy to live an exterior life in front of men, but have another secret life that our pastor, husband or wife, children, and often we ourselves do not recognise. This is the life that Jesus wants to expose in these examples. Most Christians would be offended if I accused them of living a double life. It is certainly not easy to confess that the things he exposes are in everyone of our hearts, but if we will admit the truth, then the truth will set us free. 

				I can confess that after all these years of serving God and denying self I am still exposed every time I teach these sermons. If I am not dead to self, then Adam in some measure will be alive in me with all his works of the flesh as described in Galatians 5:19-21. The fact that they don’t manifest outwardly does not prove that they are not alive and prospering in the secret recesses of my heart.

				Strange phrases

				In the following chapters I am going to apply the same principles and observations to all of the six examples. This will help us to keep them in context and not allow a different bias to shape each interpretation. 

				Each one starts with a similar phrase: You have heard that it has been said by them of old time ... Then Jesus quotes something from the law, such as; You shall not kill. I will firstly look at the Old Testament to find if these quotes are indeed in the law of Moses or if they are just traditions of the elders. “You have heard that it has been said by them of old time” is a very strange turn of phrase for Jesus to use concerning the law. Shouldn’t he have said “Moses says in the law”, or, “It is written”? Jesus suggests that what he is about to quote is a fable passed down through the ages like an old wives tale. Who are “them of old time”? 

				Of course Jesus knew that it was Moses who gave the law and God himself who was speaking through him, but because the Pharisees did not know the difference between the law of God and the tradition of men, he would not allow that they truly knew the law in spirit and truth. He realised that they had no idea what God had really meant by the commandments. They had no idea that faith working by love was the only way they could be fulfilled, so he quotes them in the way they understand them – dead traditions of men, the letter of the law devoid of any spirit.

				Comparisons

				Jesus then says, But I say unto you ... In other words, “Fulfilling the law means ...”, or “Love says ...”; and he then starts where love emanates from – the heart. First, he exposes our hearts so that we can accept the fact that often our motives and desires are wrong, and then he shows us how to live from the inward life as opposed to outward actions. I will look for this heart attitude in the six examples. 

				I believe that God can not deal with anything in our life until we accept that it is there and that it needs dealing with. How can God deal with my pride if I believe myself to be a humble person? It will never happen. I will stay proud and learn to justify my pride. Outward humility is often the greatest cover for pride in a Christian’s heart and life. Obviously, the outward action will be correct if our motives are dealt with, but until we change our hearts we are in danger of living the life of a hypocrite, and will never really love our neighbour as we love ourselves.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 8

				

				Murder in the Law

				     

				You have heard that it has been said by them of old time, you shall not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgement.

				Matthew 5:21-26

				

				Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God he was made.

				Genesis 9:6

				

				So you shall not pollute the land where you are: for blood defiles the land: and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed in it, except by the blood of him that shed it.

				Numbers 35:33

				

				Jesus’ first example is about murder. We need to first take a look in the Law of Moses to see if what Jesus said had been passed down from old time was a correct quotation. I am sure that even non-Christians would expect to find this statement in the bible and of course it is one of the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20 and verse 13: You shall not kill. To kill a person is the ultimate act of violence. 

				First mention

				However, the Ten Commandments is not where God instituted this law. We have to go right back to Genesis to find out where God made murder a crime punishable by death. Cain, the first son of Adam and Eve, and the world’s first murderer, was cursed by God, but interestingly, he did not have to pay for his crime with his own life. 

				In Noah’s day, when God sent the flood to destroy the entire earth, it was punishment for this very thing. Violence covered the earth, and the blood shed because of it cried out from the ground to God. After the earth had been destroyed, God instituted the first words about murder and the punishment required for it. God stated to Noah: Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man (Genesis 9:6). So this law was instituted in Noah’s time. Noah lived hundreds of years before Moses was born, so Moses was only confirming this statute.

				A single statement cannot be truth

				In the first book in this series I showed that a single statement can never convey spiritual truth. A single statement, as a proof text, is always erroneous, for all statements need qualifying revelation, comparison with other scriptures and consideration of the context. 1 The other books of the law shed much light on the single statements of the Ten Commandments. The statement “You shall not kill” does not make sense without the rest of the teaching of the law. God goes on to say that they can kill many things. They could kill animals for food and for clothes. They were instructed to kill the men, women, and children in Canaan to fulfil God’s justice, and God establishes the death penalty for not only murder (shedding of men’s blood) but for adultery, rebellion, bestiality, and many other serious offences which are abominations in God’s eyes. 2 

				Letter or spirit

				I believe that God’s people misunderstood the spirit of the law, and Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount was not changing or abolishing it, he was showing the true spirit of the law that was completely missing in his day. All they had was a dead shell, a rotting carcass, devoid of any compassion or faith. The law was never introduced as a final authority – that is, to show us how far we could go before it could be considered we have committed an offence. Paul says it was introduced to show our sinfulness. The penalty of the law was to show God’s justice, but it also acted as a deterrent for future offenders. 3

				Self-righteousness

				God does not want us to feel righteous because we have not murdered. I am sure that ninety-nine per cent of Christians can say they have not murdered and that they have a free conscience. But, if the short statement is to tell me how far I can go before I am condemned, then it would be all right for me to hate my brother. I could stab him with a knife many times and leave him for dead but, if he survives, then I have kept the law in the same way as those ninety-nine per cent who say; "I have not murdered". This may seem a silly illustration, but it is surprising how far Christians will go in the process towards murder they hide behind the law’s statement, and feel justified. 

				Hypocrisy in the heart

				Two great themes of the Sermon on the Mount are hypocrisy and covetousness. Now that Jesus has shown us the perfect attitudes and motives of the heart in the beatitudes, he must also expose us to the fact that we still have the Adamic nature. It is very much alive in our hidden motives and desires and we often fulfil them.

					Each time I preach these studies, and the six examples Jesus gives, I realise that I am guilty of all six in my heart. Even though, by God’s grace, they may not manifest outwardly, I am constantly exposed to the anger, lust, and pride that would love to stay hidden in my heart, and it will stay hidden forever carrying on its insidious work under cover, if it is not regularly exposed. It will never be dealt with until it comes into the light.

				Change comes with confession

				Change only comes with confession, and confession only comes after revelation. Christians have two natures, and so we need not only a revelation of Christ and his purity, but also a revelation of our true selves. 4 

				The revelation that a Christian could perhaps be a full-blown hypocrite in God’s eyes is too painful for many, and this is the reason that so few Christians reach maturity and display the character of Christ. Their doctrines and knowledge about God and the written word cover up for their lack of character before men. Doctrines and knowledge will never cover our hearts before God – or before a discerning brother in Christ. 

				Notes 

				

				1.	Book 1 “Will The Real Christians Please Stand Up?”,			chapter 13. 

				

				2.	See Genesis 21:14-18 and  22:18,19.

				

				3.	And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more 		any such wickedness among you.  (Deuteronomy 13:11)

					

					And all the people shall hear, and fear, and do more no 		presumptuously.  (Deuteronomy 17:13)

				

					And those which remain shall hear, and fear, and shall 		henceforth commit no more any such evil among you. 		(Deuteronomy 19:20)

				

					And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones so 		that he dies; so you shall put evil away from among you; 		and all Israel shall hear, and fear (Deuteronomy 21:21).

				

				4. 	Peter, after being in the miracle ministry of Jesus, needed 		a revelation that he was a sinful man before Jesus 			commissioned him to be a disciple rather than a follower. 

					See Luke 5:4-9 and Book 1 chapter 3.

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 9

				

				Murder in the Heart

				 

					...But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgement: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, You fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

				Matthew 5:22

				

				  Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. Genesis 27:41

				 

				When he speaks fair, believe him not: for there are seven abominations in his heart.

				Proverbs 26:25

				

				Jesus now begins this process of exposing a disciple’s heart and motives with this first example, and he goes straight to where the roots of murder lurk – our hearts. This is where our secret desires, lusts, passions, and anger lie. All sin starts in the heart where it remains a long time before it physically manifests itself. No physical manifestation will show itself which does not emanate directly from the heart. 

				Stage one - anger

				Anger is the beginning, the root, of murder, for no one murders someone they love.  Anger starts in the heart, and that is where it should stay and be dealt with. God sees that we have the beginnings of murder in our heart every time we become angry without a good reason. If we are honest, that is most times. People or situations do not make us angry, it is always our reaction to the situation that is the problem. A situation can not provoke us. It is our choice to be provoked. Another person may not be provoked by the same situation, proving that it is always our responsibility and decision. We allow ourselves to become angry. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could deal with this root before the next stage manifested?

				Jesus does not say that we will be judged as a murderer at this stage. What he does say is that we are in danger of the judgement. We have started down the slippery path that, at its end, is murder. 

				Stage two - “Raca”

				If you say to your brother Raca, which means worthless, useless, idiot, stupid, or other similar phrases, we will have gone a stage further towards murder. From my experience of prison work, most people who are serving sentences for murder did not premeditate their act. They suffered the very consequence of this process we are discussing – anger which went out of control. Make no mistake about this: if we don’t deal with anger in our heart, we have already set the process of murder in motion. Anger, if left unchallenged, will always lead on further to violence, and eventually murder. 	Why have we gone a stage further when we say, “Raca”? Well, anger in the heart can remain there without anyone actually being aware of it but ourselves. But once it is expressed in words it has gone a stage further.

				In marital situations it is all too easy to be angry and keep it bottled up lest we disrupt the family, or embarrass ourselves in front of the children, or (worse still) guests. It is the same in the office and, of course, who wants to show their anger in church (although it all seems to come out in the business meeting or PCC)? We feel the need to protect our reputation in front of fellow Christians more in church than anywhere else. That is why Christians often show more hypocrisy in the church than outside it. 

				The cat out of the bag

				The only reason we would say a hurtful thing to anyone is to cause them emotional or mental harm. The violence has now come out of the heart and into the outside world through the mouth. It is not yet physical violence but nevertheless it is still violence – verbal violence. We use the very terms in our everyday language; “I gave him a tongue-lashing” ... “She tore him apart” ... “I got stuck into him” ... “I gave it to her with both guns blazing”... If these are not violent phrases to expose what is in our hearts, then I don’t know what is. It should never have come out of the mouth. We should have dealt with the heart as love would do, but we justify our verbal violence and hide behind the law because we have not yet used physical violence.

				At this stage anger is not only in our heart but also on the airwaves. We have let the cat out of the bag, and it is impossible to put it back in – the damage has already been done. We cannot put the words back into our mouths – it is a one-way process from our heart. There is no possible way for words spoken to return back into our mouths. They will now be in other people’s ears, minds and hearts. 

				Can I dare expose us a little more and say that if we thump one hand against the other, slam a door, or stamp our feet, we have resorted to physical violence? These are physical acts and they are violent acts, even though we do not harm the person we are angry at. We take our violence out on the furniture or our own body as a way of defusing the bomb of personal violence – the potential murder that is pending if we do not control it at this stage.

				Stage three - “you fool”

				At first glance this third stage that Jesus quotes saying; “you fool”, does not seem so serious as to be a progression from the first two statements, but we must interpret this in the light of God’s view of foolishness. King David starts Psalm 14 with the words; The fool has said in his heart, There is no God. A fool in God’s eyes is damned and bound for eternal punishment. 

					The worst curse you can put on any person is to damn them to the lake of fire. This is the punishment for rebellious and godless people. 

				God’s view of wisdom and foolishness will make this very clear. A wise person, in God’s eyes, is a person who has knowledge and acts upon it. A fool is someone who has knowledge, but does not act on it. The last parable in the Sermon on the Mount is a perfect example. Jesus says that the wise man is the man who hears the Sermon on the Mount and puts it into practice. The fool, on the other hand, is the man who hears the same sermon but will not live it. In other words, to be disobedient to the instructions you have been given is rebellious, and in God’s eyes this makes you a fool.

				Simple - not foolish

				A person who is simple or of a low mentality is never classed as a fool by God. An ignorant person can never be a fool in God’s eyes for only a person with knowledge can be rebellious to that knowledge. That is why we must tell people the gospel, and give them knowledge of the truth so that they are without excuse when they face God.

				So, when we say, “you fool”; or, in today’s language, “Damn you”; “may you rot in hell”; meaning, “I wish you eternal punishment with the devil and his angels”; it is the strongest thing we can imagine in our heart without doing anything outwardly. It is therefore murder in the heart – the ultimate emotional and mental state before the physical act of violence. 

				Even at this point it is not actually murder, but the danger is greater because we are nearer the ultimate act. It is harder to deal with, because at each previous stage there has been a justification of our anger and bitterness, otherwise we would not have arrived at this third stage. Our self-justification has to be exposed and ripped out. There has to be a reversal of many of our attitudes. It is always better to deal with beginnings.

				Judging ourselves

				When we stand at the judgement seat of Christ, one thousand years before the judgement at the great white throne, the secrets of our hearts will be revealed. Jesus will not judge our actions, but on our attitudes; not on our outward life, but on our inward one. He will not judge us not on our moves, but on our motives. Let us make a conscious and determined effort to deal with unreasonable anger and deal with it whilst it is still tender and easily plucked out of our hearts. 

				

				Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled. 

				Hebrews 12:15

				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 10

				

				Blemished Gifts

				     

				Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar and remember that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift at the altar and go away. First, be reconciled with your brother and then come and offer your gift. 

				Agree with your adversary quickly while you are with him in the way, lest at any time the adversary delivers you to the judge and the judge delivers you to the officer and you are cast into prison. 

				Truly I say to you, you shall certainly not come out until you have paid the last penny.

				Matthew 5:23-26

				

				A little trouble now saves a lot of trouble later.

				Anon.

				

				You must never criticise a man until you have walked in his shoes for two years.

				Richard Wurmbrand

				Love will always fulfil the law. Love will deal with the motives of the heart, the roots or causes, whereas the law can only deal with effects. When love and the law are married, and become one, then there is perfection. But when these two are divorced we have a breeding ground for hypocrisy and a situation that God never intended when he gave his laws to Moses. Jesus said he came to fulfil the law, but what does this mean? If love fulfils the law, what would love do? Well, love always thinks of others first. Rather than thinking of how people have upset us, love would make us ask ourselves whether we have upset others, and this is exactly what Jesus goes on to say. 

				Selective vision

				For twenty-five years I had not read this passage correctly, and I fear many readers are in the same boat. I imagined that it said, “If you have anything against your brother, go and put it right”, but it says exactly the opposite. It says, “If your brother has anything against you”. In other words, if you have upset your brother, if you have done anything that would cause him to be offended or angry, then help your brother by going to him and putting everything  right. 

				Jesus asks us to do this with our brother before we bring our gift to the altar – in other words put things right with those we have hurt before we act in self-righteousness and make ourselves into hypocrites. 

				Today we do not bring our blood sacrifices to God, but we do bring our worship, our money and our talents. I would suggest that if we are causing our brother to stumble and be angry, then it makes our sacrifice blemished and is not acceptable to God.

				David showed in Psalm 51 that he understood this very well, for in verse 16 he says that God does not desire sacrifice nor does he delight in burnt offerings. Of course this needs qualifying because we know the opposite to be true. David does qualify this by explaining, exactly as Jesus did, that the root of the matter is in the heart. David says that sacrifices have to come from the heart – a broken spirit and a contrite heart. In verse 19 he says that God will then be pleased with the outward sacrifices: 

				For you desire not sacrifice; else would I give it: you delight not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, Oh God, you will not despise.

				Do good in your good pleasure unto Zion: build the walls of Jerusalem. Then you shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon your altar.

				How often we offer outward words and actions to God when our heart is proud and hard, and we are not even aware that we have offended our brother and not loved him as ourselves.

				Sins by default

				It is so easy to cause our brother to be offended and not be aware of it. Let me give you a simple example. How many of us have borrowed a book and promised to return it straight away when we have finished reading it? I could imagine someone saying to his wife, “I have just been round to Maurice’s house and he still has that book on his bookshelf that I lent him two years ago! I don’t want to embarrass him by asking for it, but I wish he would give it back to me.” If I promised to return a book to a friend within a certain time and I do not, then does that make me a thief? You must decide that for yourself, but it certainly would make me a liar. 

				Murdering a reputation

				If I criticise my brother surely I am murdering his reputation, and if it comes to his ears then I hurt and stumble him. Paul says that even my faith, if not governed by love, can be a stumbling block to someone. 1  We must not live a life that pleases self. Self-love is the greatest abomination to God and the root of all sin, and it is because of this fact that Jesus said that we are to deny self and start to live for others. 2  This is the first step to becoming a disciple. 

				The last two verses (25 and 26) of this first example show us that if we do not deal with the problem at the first stage, once it gets to the second stage it is harder to deal, and the cost, or the damage, to our souls, will be greater. There is a progression:  adversary–judge–officer–prison, and Jesus implies that in the last stage we can do nothing but take our punishment until all has been paid. 

				A stone for a heart

				Divorce doesn’t start in the divorce courts, it usually starts with little grievances that we hold on to such as: burnt toast: a broken promise: or a toothbrush put persistently in the wrong place. These are silly little things, but the end result, if the problem is not dealt with, can be devastating.

				I had a friend who married a young lady from Yorkshire called Pauline. One day he shared with me that her parents didn’t communicate. I found this hard to believe, but he assured me that it was true because he had observed it for himself in their own home. Her parents passed notes to each other via Pauline, who was their only daughter, and she said that in nineteen years she had never heard them speak to each other. 

				Amazed, I asked how it had all started, but she said she didn’t know. I suspect her parents would hardly know themselves. Their hearts that were once filled with love for each other, were now like granite. This was no marriage – it was a prison sentence with each one locked into their own selfish world, unyielding, and unsatisfying. How different it could have been if they had said sorry at the beginning, made love, and started all over again. 

				As Jesus warns us at the end of this example, they were paying the last penny. 3 Let us be determined to love and forgive in our hearts before any anger manifests itself outwardly, and in doing so we will be fulfilling this law without realising it. We will start to delight in God’s perfect law instead of justifying ourselves and hiding behind grace.

				

				Notes

				

				1.	So then every one of us shall give account of himself to  God. Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way ... But if your brother be grieved with your meat, you are not walking charitably. Destroy not him with your meat, for whom Christ died. Let not then your good be evil spoken of: for the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace,  and joy in the Holy Ghost. ... Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are  pure; but it is evil for that man who eats with offence. It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby your brother stumbles, or is offended, or is 	made weak. Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in that thing which he allows. And he that doubts is damned if he eats, because he eats not of faith: for whatsoever is not of  faith is sin. (From Romans 14:12-23)

				

				2.	Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come 		after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 		follow me. (Matthew 16: 24)

				

				3.	There are many examples of God’s people having to pay 		the last penny. God’s people Israel were sent to Babylon 		because they had not dealt with the early stages of 			backsliding despite the many admonitions of the prophets, 		and it was determined that seventy years would be God’s 		sentence. They paid the full price that God purposed. 

					(See Jeremiah 29:10, Daniel 9:2)

				

				See also Jesus’ parable in Matthew 18:23. He says the 		same about paying until the punishment is complete. Verses 		34-35 clearly show that it is not a parable applicable to 		outsiders, it is to his disciples.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 11  

				

				 Adultery in the Law      

				 

				You have heard that it has been said by them of old time, Do not commit adultery. But I say to you that whoever looks on a woman to lust after her has committed adultery already with her in his heart.

				Matthew 5:27-28 

				

				Had you believed in Moses, you would have believed in me, for he wrote of me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words? 

				John 5:46-47

				

				Jesus’ second example is especially applicable to those of us living in the twenty-first century church. Adultery is almost accepted in our western society today. Promiscuity and amorality amongst royalty and politicians, and not just pop and show business personalities, is setting for us new standards. Sadly this has permeated throughout the whole church, and instead of the church being light a in the world, the leaven of the world has spread, like a cancer, through the church. 

				How has this happened? How is it that ministers have been exposed for multiple adulterous affairs? How is it possible that the divorce rate in the church is the same as for those outside the church? 

				I would suggest that all too often the church has been preaching about outward practice rather than inward change in the heart. When we refuse to deal with the roots of sin in the heart, the rot creeps slowly in and, like a cancer, eats away in secret until it is too late to control it, and the consequences are fatal.

				This potential explosion of immorality has stayed hidden in the church, but its outward manifestation is inevitable, and now it is quickly surfacing because the roots were not dealt with many years ago.

				Tradition or law of God?

				Let us apply our first test to this statement of Jesus, Do not commit adultery, and see if what was passed down through the ages was a tradition of men or the word of God. I suppose every Christian knows that it is one of the Ten Commandments. (Exodus 20:14) 

				The word ‘adultery’ does not appear very often in the bible and it is mostly used  in a non-physical sense to mean spiritual adultery. In the Old Testament the spiritual adultery was between Israel and her lovers, and in the New Testament it is between the church and the world. 

				What is adultery? 

				The verses that mention physical adultery and explain what it is are very few indeed. Here they are:  

				The man that commits adultery with another man’s wife, even he that commits adultery with his neighbour’s wife, the adulterer and adulteress shall surely be put to death. (Leviticus 20:10)

				Because they have committed villainy in Israel, and have committed adultery with their neighbour’s wives. (Jeremiah 22:22)

				But as a wife that commits adultery, which takes strangers instead of her husband. (Ezekiel 16:32)

				If a man be found lying with a woman married to a husband, then both of them shall die. (Deuteronomy 22:22)

				

				From these few references in the Law of Moses that explain what God means by adultery, I have come to this conclusion. Adultery is a sexual relationship between a man and a married woman (not a single woman).

				This may seem to be a strict interpretation, and biased against women, but we have to consider that under Moses’ law a man could have more than one wife, and it was not classed as adultery. God made laws to protect a second wife, for example in Exodus 21:10 it says;  If he take another wife, her food, her raiment and her duty of marriage shall he not diminish.  However, a woman could never have more than one husband – this made her a whore. As we shall see in Jesus’ next illustration about divorce, there was no provision in the Law of Moses for a woman to put her husband away and give him a bill of divorce. 

				One man, four women

				The twelve tribes of Israel were founded because of the relationship of one man, Jacob, with his two wives and their personal maids. David, a man after God’s own heart, had many wives, and God did not say anything against this. It was only when David took another man’s wife that God was displeased. Note what God said to him through Nathan the prophet, I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives. ( 2 Samuel 12:8)

				Please no not think I am advocating polygamy; I am not. God allowed many things because of the hardness of man’s sinful heart, which were not what he originally intended. I am trying to show we must look honestly at the bible and not fit it to our own culture.

				For example, there was no penalty for a man going with a harlot. For the seduction of a virgin, and many other sexual sins, there was punishment, and restitution required, but only adultery carried the death penalty – a punishment equal in severity to premeditated murder. I am trying to show, not that sexual immorality is not sinful and displeasing to God, but that adultery is in a class of its own, much more severe in God’s eyes, and has the ultimate punishment.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 12  

				

				Adultery in the Heart     

				

				But I say unto you that whoever looks on a woman to lust after her has committed adultery already with her in his heart. If your right eye offend you, cut it out and cast it from you, for it is profitable that one of your members should perish and not that your whole body be cast into hell.

				Matthew 5:29-30

				 

				You adulterers and adulteresses, do you not know that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

				James 4:4

				 

				For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. 

				Proverbs 23:7 

				

				We know from God’s word that adultery is a sin punishable by death under the law. We must now look at how we fulfil this law through love. 

				All sin starts in the heart. Eve’s sin in the Garden of Eden started in the heart. She saw that the tree was a tree to be desired. Her heart was drawn to what was forbidden. Her desires were drawing her into sin. This was the start of her disobedience. If she had stopped the thought while it was only in her heart, then that would have been the end of the matter. But, she allowed it to develop from her heart to her hands, and she reached out for the fruit and ate it. 

				All physical sin is the manifestation of what is already a sin in the heart, but because no one can see our hearts, we entertain the lust, find pleasure in it, and tease ourselves. But by strength of will, combined with the fear of being exposed for what we really are, we do not let it manifest, and so keep the outward law.

				This is the hypocrisy that Jesus hated, because the law always demanded love. If Eve had loved God instead of herself, she would have dealt with the lustful thought. All sin is a lack of love for God, as love is to do with the heart and not the action. Jesus says exactly this. If you look at a woman to lust after her you have already committed adultery in your heart.

				We need exposing

				I am sure that many readers, including myself, can say that since they have been married they have not committed adultery. The Pharisees were in this category, and they hid behind the statements of the law – they had not broken the outward dead letter of the law. 

				But how many readers can say that since they were married that have not looked at a woman and had a lustful thought, or sexual fantasy? How many men, while making love to their wives, have never thought of another woman at the office or on a poster, or in a magazine, or a film? I suspect very few. I certainly am not one of them. How many pastors and deacons have had a quick look at some pornography on the Internet? With 80 per cent of all hits being to pornographic sites, I would imagine the percentage would be quite a revelation. 

				Sin in the heart

					How do sins start in the heart? Well, I would suggest they are allowed in through two tiny members of our body, our eyes or our ears. Eve saw the tree – that is where it started, and that is where Jesus tells us to deal with adultery. He says; If your eye offends you then deal with the roots. If we don’t deal with this first stage, then we progress to the next stage where it will develop into a physical manifestation.

				This second stage is still not adultery but it is out of our hearts and into our hands. We start to touch the person, brush alongside them, or we give a little squeeze on the arm, or the hug is a little longer than necessary. To our blinded mind and hardening conscience, we have not committed any sin, but if it is not stopped at this stage it is much harder to remedy. Jesus says; if your hand offends you, deal with it.

				Cut it off

				 If we continue to entertain lustful thoughts and looks, if we tease ourselves with touch, then the next stage will come into play and we find that we are now meeting in private, and our feet take us to another level. So Jesus says; if your foot offends you, deal with it.

				We are on dangerous ground now, but we have still not yet come to the act that is punishable by death. However, we are only a whisker away from the final act – maybe indulging in kissing and fondling, maybe nakedness and stimulation. The final act is all ready to be played out. Very few people can stop at this stage and the inevitable happens. The fire is already burning and the gunpowder ready to explode. Jesus says at all these three stages, be drastic and pluck your eye out if it offends you, cut your hand or foot off if they offend you. 

				Drastic measures indeed, so thank God they are just illustrations – or are they? Let us look carefully at what Jesus says. He says that it is profitable (far better) to go into eternal life with one eye, one hand or one foot, rather than to go to the lake of fire with our body intact. I will leave the judgement to you, but I certainly would think it profitable – a good exchange – not only to lose those external members, but even to lose a lung, a kidney, or any other member I could lose and still remain alive, rather than to be banished from eternal life with God. 

				We need to be drastic

				If it came to the final decision I hope I could make it, but why wait until I need to take these drastic measures? Why slowly lose my members, for even if I pluck out my right eye I still have the left eye to lust with, and if I cut off my right hand I can touch forbidden fruit with my left hand. May I suggest that if you want to keep your members, as I do, then we can be drastic in another way. If the television offends us, we can throw out the television and keep our eyes. If a newspaper offends us, why not cancel it and keep our eyes? If a job offends us, let us walk away from it. 

				I have found this principle very effective. When reading a newspaper I was always drawn to whatsoever was not lovely, not pure, not of a good report. It is amazing how we are drawn to gossip, scandal, and sleaze when it confronts us. So I kept my eyes – and cancelled my newspapers. The television was a problem for me. Even the advertisements with their overt sexual and often violent messages offended me, so I kept my eyes and got rid of the television. These are drastic measures, but because they caused me to lust in my heart – that is, to commit adultery in secret, until such time as they have no power over me, I prefer to protect my own soul. 

				Look after the roots 

				If you have been to third world countries and seen how the television and film industry are influencing cultures and making them decadent, you will be more aware of how the media are conditioning the morals of the western Christians.

				I am not talking against television or newspapers, for they are neutral. To speak against them is the very thing I am criticising – dealing with the outward life and controlling it by strength of will. I am talking about hypocrisy in the heart and the need to deal with the roots of sin. When the roots of our sins are dealt with then our outward life will take care of itself, so let us be ruthless with our hearts. Proverbs 4:23 states: Keep your heart with all diligence for out of it are the issues of life. We cannot be the lights of the world when there is darkness in our hearts, and lust is a major problem for Christians.

				Spiritual adultery

				I cannot finish this chapter without referring to what James says in his epistle (James 4:4). He says that the love of the world is spiritual adultery. Physical adultery is so severe a sin to God that he demands the death penalty, so how seriously does he view spiritual adultery – the love of the world? I can only believe that the sentence is the same, and that it results in spiritual death. I believe ‘Ichabod’ is written over a church or individual in this situation. The candlestick is removed and, although the outward life of the church or individual carries on normally, the spirit has become blind and the light that was in them has become darkness. What a pitiful state this is. 	

				Can I plead with those reading this book to not play around with the world any longer, and please do not bring the world into the body of Christ, for that is the sure sign of a sinful and adulterous generation of God’s people.

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 13  

				

				The Law and Divorce      

				 

				It has been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorce.

				Matthew 5:31-32

				

				And I saw, that when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce.

				Jeremiah 3:8

				

				This is the third example of how love fulfils the law. Let us follow our pattern and first establish whether this statement is a tradition of men or a commandment of God. It is interesting to find that the first two statements were from the Ten Commandments, but this third one is not one of the ten. The quotation of Jesus does not say “do not divorce”, it just says that if you do put your wife away you must give her a bill of divorce. 

				Nevertheless, this is not a tradition of men passed down the grapevine, for Jesus quotes directly from Deuteronomy 24:1; When a man has taken a wife and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he has found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorce, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.

				From this and other scriptures I have come to three conclusions about divorce under the law of Moses:

				

				1. There is no provision for a woman to put her husband away.

				2. The bill of divorce is not for the husband but for the woman, to protect both her and any man she may marry in the future.

				3. A woman is free to legally marry if she has been put away and has the written bill of divorce. 

				

				Let me deal with these points one at a time. 

				

				1. There is no provision for a woman to put her husband away.

				

				God’s view of marriage is that a man leaves his father and his mother, he takes a wife to himself, and they become one flesh (Genesis 2:24). It is as simple as that. (Vows and marriage ceremonies came much later – church weddings only came into being hundreds of years after Jesus had died.)1

				God no longer views the married couple as two individuals but as one complete man. Eve was taken from Adam whilst he was asleep, then God brought them together; so that Adam could be complete again in marriage. This was a prophecy of the time when we will be finally united to Christ. God will make one new man out of all classes and creeds joined to Christ in marriage; (Ephesians 2:15). 

				It is obvious that if a woman does not take a man to herself, but is taken by the man, then she can not put him away. 

				

				2. The bill of divorce is not for the husband but for the woman, to free and protect her. It was also to protect any man she may marry in the future. 

				

				This bill of divorce was a proof given to the woman that her husband had put her away and that she had not left him of her own accord. It was a protection and a licence to show a future husband that she was eligible for marriage - that no man had any rights to her. The bill of divorce freed her from any legal or moral ties. It also covered any future husband from committing adultery with another man’s wife. He did not need to worry whether she was deceiving him if she had the written proof of the divorce bill.

				

				3. A woman is free to legally marry if she has been put away and has the written bill of divorce. 

				

				Deuteronomy 24:2 clearly shows that she is legally free to marry another man. And when she is departed out of his house she may go and be another man’s wife.

				There are conditions attached

				The statement that a man can put his wife away if he gives her a bill of divorce seems quite straightforward, but there is a condition: if he finds some uncleanness in her.  The word ‘uncleanness’ includes any sexual activity outside marriage, such as bestiality, lesbianism, public lewdness, nakedness, and even rebellion. 

				King Ahasuerus put queen Vashti away for rebellion (I believe Vashti is a type of Israel and Esther a type of the bride of Christ). One of the reasons God put his own wife Israel away was for rebellion. Malachi says that God hates divorce, and every child of God will automatically feel the same, but sin in the equation makes a difference, and Jeremiah shows us that even God put away Israel and gave her a bill of divorce. And I saw, that when for all the causes where backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away and given her a bill of divorce (Jeremiah 3:8).2

				 Verse 4 of  Deuteronomy 24, the passage that Jesus quotes, tells us that a divorced woman who marries again, and is divorced from this second husband, must not remarry her former husband, for that is an abomination – the strongest word that God uses to show his abhorrence. Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife after that she is defiled; for that is an abomination before the Lord.

				

				Notes

				

				1. 	First-century Jews and Christians did not hold weddings in 		synagogues or churches: 

					Christians did not hold marriages in churches until the 4th 		century. The blessing of the church was not required to 		    validate the marriage for over a hundred years after the time 		of Christ. (See Kenneth Scott Latourette, A History of 			Christianity, Volume I, Revised Edition  (New York: Harper 		& Row, 1975, page 204-205)

					

				2.     	This means that Israel is free to marry another, but if she 		does she can never be restored again to God. I believe 		    Israel will not marry another, but be restored to God, but 		these thoughts are beyond the scope of this book. Paul talks 		about this subject in Romans 11.

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 14  

				

				Married Yet Divorced

				      

				 But I say unto you that whoever puts away his wife, except for the case of fornication causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries her that is divorced commits adultery. 

				Matthew 5:31-32

				

				For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed

				evil thoughts, adultery, fornication, murder, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

				Mark 7:21-22

								

				We will now look at what Jesus says regarding this statement of the law, remembering that he is not altering or abolishing the slightest portion of it. He is showing how love will fulfil it. Only in this light will we understand how to react in our present day and avoid being hard, cold, legalistic and devoid of any compassion. 

				Jesus says that if a man puts his wife away for any cause except those mentioned in the previous chapter, he is causing her to commit adultery. Jesus also says that he is causing any man who marries this divorced woman to commit adultery. Is Jesus contradicting the law? No, I don’t believe he is.

				Can we divorce for any reason?

				There is a passage in Matthew 19:13 that is very interesting and throws further light on this subject. The Pharisees are challenging Jesus on this very point. They asked him, Can a man put away his wife for any reason? Jesus quoted the verse from Genesis about two becoming one flesh, but added another phrase: What God has joined together let not man put asunder. As this was not a quotation from the law, it drew the Pharisees out, and wanting to justify “for any reason” they asked Jesus, Why then did Moses in the law allow them to give a bill of divorce and put their wives away?

				Jesus now goes to the root of the problem, and as always, it is not the physical acts,  it is the heart. He says that Moses allowed it because of the hardness of your hearts. He allowed it because of lack of love. The disciples were surprised at this and thought that if this was the standard then it would be better not to marry. Jesus, surprisingly, did not disagree, but said that not everyone could handle celibacy: All men can not receive this saying except those to whom it is given (verse 11).

				What does Paul say?

				In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul says some very interesting and pertinent things regarding marriage and sexual behaviour which are well worth studying. And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: but and if she departs, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. (1 Corinthians 7:10-11) 

				This confirms what we learned from the Old Testament  in the last chapter: that a woman can leave – “depart from her husband” – but not put him away (divorce him). Only the husband may “put away his wife”.

				Then in verses 12-13 Paul says that this is his personal advice: But to the rest I speak, not the Lord: If any brother has a wife that believes not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. And the woman which has a husband that believes not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. Again this shows the difference between a man and a woman’s position regarding divorce.

				What would love do?

				Love would not put away for any reason, even adultery. There is allowance, even in Jesus’ teaching, for a man to divorce for sexual infidelity, but of course perfect love would forgive and forget seventy times seven. Divorce always comes from lack of love and hardness of heart.

				Paul also says that if a man or a woman leaves their married partner of their own volition then the remaining person is not under bondage, which I am sure means legally tied. This is because it is effectively a putting away, but without the legal requirements of the law – a written declaration of divorce. But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God has called us to peace (verse 15). 

				Let me come back to God’s view of marriage and go a little deeper. It is the sexual act that makes the marriage in God’s eyes, not a legal agreement. Legal agreements were not present when Adam became one with Eve, and I can not find in the bible any command for vows or legal agreements that have to be made or signed. 

				Moral, not legal

				The church has made ceremonies and vows to “protect the sanctity of marriage”, and I understand this. My point is that the legal ceremony, nor the vows, are requirements in God’s eyes . It is easy to prove this because our own legal system and all Christian denominations would agree with the following scenario. Suppose a man and woman go through a marriage ceremony and make their vows before each other and God in front of witnesses; the minister pronounces them “man and wife”, married, and they sign the legal papers before the registrar. If, after the legal ceremony, the couple do not become one flesh, then the law and the church would count the “marriage” null and void. In other words, the marriage does not exist. 

				So the law and the church agree that what makes the marriage is not the vows, or the ceremony, but the two becoming one flesh. Why have I stated all this? Well, if the marriage papers do not make a couple married then the divorce papers can not make them unmarried – divorced. The same rule must apply.

				God always sees what we do in our hearts and not what the law says. Divorce, in God’s eyes, is the putting away, with or without the legal papers. 

				We are now challenged with our hearts again and many Christians will be exposed by these following statements. If a person remains married on paper, but refuses their marriage partner “the marriage bed”, as Paul puts it, then divorce has already started. If I lust after another person in my heart, I have committed adultery in my heart and have therefore fulfilled the legal requirements for divorce. This is only in the heart, but God wants to deal with the heart before it ever gets to the divorce courts.

				A pseudo-marriage

				A minister once confided in me that he and his wife sleep in separate beds and they had not had a sexual relationship for many years. Surely in God’s eyes, and in his heart, he had already put his wife away. Of course he is a minister and he would not dream of divorcing his wife. What hypocrisy this is! That is why Paul says in 1 Corinthians 7:5 that we should not refuse our partner’s lovemaking except it be with consent for a time of prayer and fasting. The verses previous to this clearly show that to refuse our partner is wrong and that we should not treat our bodies as our own. If we do we are challenging the very root of marriage in God’s eyes – becoming one flesh.

				In the light of these facts, is not every married couple guilty of divorce in the heart at some time or other? It is all too easy to have an argument with our partner, go to bed, lie back to back and refuse sexual activity. Let us be diligent and realise that this little act is the beginning of divorce. The bible says do not let the sun go down on your wrath. It may be too late tomorrow. Maybe a little hardness will develop in your heart whilst you are asleep and it will be harder to deal with the next day. 

				I have made a conscious mental decision to never go to sleep with anger in my heart for my wife. I fail at times, but I realise I can never justify this attitude. Many nights I have stayed up until the early hours trying to resolve an argument with my wife rather than go to sleep hurt and bitter.

				“But I say ...”

				Again Jesus has gone to the heart rather than the dead letter, and shown us that love will always fulfil the law. If we have love, we would not put our wife away for even one night, never mind for good, and in front of the world. Even if my wife were to commit adultery and the law permitted me to put her away, if I loved her I would take her back, forgive her, and we could start again. If she did it seventy times seven then love would do what love does – believes, hopes, and forgives all things.

				Is this too high a standard to aim at? No, it is an impossible standard for us to keep, but a natural one for God. He does it all the time, for the worst kind of sins we could ever possibly imagine, and if we will abide in him, his life and character will manifest through us.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 15 

				

				Swearing on Oath      

				 

				Again, you have heard that it has been said by them of old time, You shall not forswear yourself, but shall perform unto the Lord your oaths.

				Matthew 5:33

				

				 When you vow a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he has no pleasure in fools. Pay that which you owe. It is better that you don’t vow, than that you vow and not pay it.

				Ecclesiastes 5:4-5

				

				Let us examine the quotation from the fourth exampleof Jesus: Do not forswear yourself, but perform unto the Lord your oaths, to see if it is in the Law of Moses. It is obviously not one of the Ten Commandments. But ,Jesus was quoting directly from the law of Moses, for in Leviticus 19:12 we read: And you shall not swear by my name falsely. There is another reference, from the law, in Deuteronomy 23:21: When you vow a vow unto the Lord your God, you shall not be slack to pay it: for the Lord your God will surely require it of you and it would be sin unto you. There are three things that are worth considering about making a vow, or swearing on oath:

				

				1.	The vow has to be on something of great value. To make a vow on a piece of toast would not be credible, but a vow on a house, or a person’s life would carry weight because of the great value placed on the item involved.

				

				2. It is only a legal vow if it is said in front of witnesses.

				

				3. A vow or an oath is one of two things: a) A self-curse – when someone says, “I’d rather be damned than forgive that person”; or b) a plea of innocence – when someone says, “I swear on my mother’s life that I am telling the truth”. 

				

				The future is not in our hands

				At face value there seems to be nothing wrong with making an oath so long as we keep it, but herein lies the problem. We can never know if we will be in a position to keep it, because the future is not in our own hands. We do not even know whether we will have our sanity or memory to fulfil any of our obligations the following day. Therefore, we are on dangerous and presumptuous ground when we make any promise. 

				A verse from Numbers 30 will help us further. Verse 2 says: If a man vows a vow unto the Lord to bind his soul with a bond: he shall not break his word, he shall do all that proceeds out of his mouth. This throws more light on what actually happens when we vow – we bind our soul, that is, we “put ourselves under bondage”.

				In the Old Testament we have many examples of people swearing on oath and binding their soul, among whom are Abraham, David, and Jepthah.

				In Genesis 21:23 Abimelech asks Abraham to swear that he will not deal falsely with him, because he had shown Abraham kindness, and Abraham swore to him by God. This was a dangerous thing to do because God may have had other plans for Abraham and he would have trapped himself with his vow. 

				This very thing happened with Joshua. The Gibeonites came to Joshua and pretended they were from a far country. They asked Joshua to swear that he would deal kindly with them just as Abimelech had asked of Abraham. Joshua swore to them, and only later, when he found that they were his neighbours, the very people God had told him to destroy, did he realise he was trapped. (Read the whole story in Joshua chapter 9.)

				Poor old Joshua was faced with a dilemma. He was as we say “between the devil and the deep blue sea”. Should he obey God and break his vow, or should he keep his vow and disobey God? He compromised, kept his vow and made a peace treaty with the Gibeonites. But compromise is never God’s way. 

				David’s vow

				The second example is David – a man after God’s own heart. David made a vow of self cursing in 2 Samuel 3. One of David’s right hand men, Abner, was killed by a deceitful act of supposed friendship. David said that Abner had died like a fool, and he was mourning for him. David’s servants asked him to eat, but David bound his soul with these words; So may God do to me, and much more, if I eat anything till the sun goes down. 

				I am sure that David felt that his vow was safe, but as always with a vow he was skating on thin ice. I am convinced that if Uriah the Hittite had come to him and asked that he make a vow that he would not seduce his wife whilst he was away fighting, David would have gladly done so. David would not think in his wildest dreams that he could ever break a promise like that. He was not a sexually frustrated man for he had many wives. Yet, in a moment of weakness, many years later he did that very thing and committed not only adultery with Uriah’s only wife, but murdered Uriah to cover the evidence.

				Jephthah’s vow

				There is a fascinating account of a man called Jephthah in Judges 11. When he was going into battle he made a vow to God. He vowed that if God would let him win the battle, then the first thing that came out of his house to greet him when he returned in peace, would be offered as a burnt sacrifice to God. At the time this must have seemed a good vow and one that was safe to bind his soul with, but the story tells us that his daughter was the one who crossed the threshold first. Now he was trapped by his own vow to God. What on earth could he do? 

				Read it for yourself and decide whether his decision was the correct one, but be careful, for either way was wrong. There was no perfect answer. He believed he chose the lesser of evils. You may have done differently, but you would have had to displease God whatever your choice – so be careful how you judge Jephthah.

				These three examples beg the question: if it is so dangerous to make a vow, why would anyone want to bind themselves with an oath? I believe for one of three reasons – but all three are because of human weakness:

				

				1. To strengthen their weak resolve;

				2. To convince others of their sincerity;

				3. To deliberately deceive. 

				1. To strengthen weak resolve

				It is easier to keep to a promise when we make a vow. Marriage vows are an example. The church instituted them to “protect the sanctity of marriage”, but they are there to strengthen weak people. As a Christian, my love for my wife should keep me with her, not any legal papers proving I have made a vow before God. I am not criticising the marriage vows, my point is that the Church instituted them not because the bible says we should make them but because of human weakness.

				2. To convince of sincerity

				It is often easier to convince someone we are telling the truth if we make a vow. When children want to be convinced if one of their group is really telling the truth, they ask him to “cross your heart and hope to die” (a self-curse). Again, it is because of lack of trust – weakness – that a vow or a promise is asked for.

				3. To diabolically deceive 

				I worked amongst gangsters for fourteen years and met many “con men”. They even believed their own lies in the end and became ‘Walter Mitty’ characters. I have heard more vows and self-curses than I would care to remember, and all spoken with the express motive of deceiving the innocent parties. They were vowing to prove they were “pure gold” and could be trusted implicitly. “On my mother’s life”, “As sure as God made little green apples”, “As true as God is my judge”, “God strike me down dead”, were just a few of them. I am sure I don’t need to convince you of the weakness of this one.

				Broken promises	

				Can anyone living claim they have never broken a promise, either through deceit or through neglect? We break promises every day. “I’ll be home at six o’clock, darling.” Something happens and I arrive at seven to a cold dinner and even cooler wife. I justify my broken words and explain that the circumstances were “beyond my control”, but the fact remains that I did not keep my word. So, how can we, as Christians, live our lives without breaking our word? Well, it is very easy. Jesus shows us, and in the next chapter we will look at what he says. 

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 16

				

				Don’t Swear At All

				

				... But I say unto you, swear not at all. Don’t swear by heaven, for it is God’s throne. Don’t swear by the earth because it is God’s footstool. Don’t swear by Jerusalem because it is the city of the great king. Don’t swear by your head either, because you can not make one hair black or white. Let your communication be yes, yes, or no, no, for anything more than this comes of evil.

				Matthew 5:33-37

				

				But above all things, my brothers, swear not, neither by heaven or by the earth, nor by any other oath, but let your yes be yes, and your no be no, lest you fall into condemnation

				James 5:12

				

				The letter of the law says that we should not break our vows, but what would love do? How do we fulfil this commandment and do what the Spirit is saying? Well, the above text of Jesus tells us plainly, and put in a nutshell it is this: If you don’t want to break any of your vows, then don’t make any.

				This seems too simplistic on face value, but Jesus explains with four illustrations to help us see that really we have no right to use greater things to back our vows, because they are not under our own power. A vow is pointless unless it is made on something of great value. Men always swear by that which is greater (Hebrews 6:16).

				

				1. Jesus says, “Do not swear by heaven, because it is God’s throne”. Heaven is the dwelling place of God, and we have no right to use it to back an oath. Why not? Because heaven is greater than you, it is not under your power. Why is it wrong to swear by something that is not under your power? Because when you make an oath by something, you offer that thing as a sort of security for the truth of your word. This makes it all the more serious when we pronounce a self-curse upon ourselves. The person who says, “I’ll be damned if I’m not telling you the truth”, is saying that they are willing to go to hell if their word does not prove true. 

				What swearing means

				If I swear by everything I own that I am telling the truth, then if it turns out I am not telling the truth, I forfeit everything I own. The point of making an oath, “by everything I own”, is that you should think, “He would never want to forfeit everything he owns, so he must be telling the truth”. But as we do not own heaven, we cannot forfeit heaven if our word proves untrue. So we cannot use heaven  as a means of backing our weak resolve, or to protest our innocence. 

				2. “Do not swear by the earth because it is God’s footstool”. The same applies to the earth. It is all God’s creation – not ours – and it is not under our power. These first two points cover all created things. We have no control over any of God’s creation to offer it as a security for our vows. 

				

				3. “Do not vow by Jerusalem because it is the city of the great king”. Jerusalem is the Holy City, and this is the clue to what Jesus was saying. ‘Holy’ means separated for God’s exclusive use. Do not vow by any thing that has been separated for God’s service. This could include a church building, special monument, talent, or a business – in fact anything that has been dedicated to God – because it is God’s, not yours. If anything is separated for God’s use – made holy – then we must not give it to the dogs. 1 

				

				4. Do not swear by your head because you can not make one hair black or white. You would think that it would be safe to swear on yourself, as it does not involve other people or anything created that belongs to God, but it is not. We have no guarantee that we will be alive tomorrow to fulfil our promises.

				Paul tells us that we are not our own. Christians have been bought with a price and belong to another, and so it is not a good thing to bind our soul even with our own bodies. They are now the temple of the Holy Spirit.	

				Traditions of the elders

				In Matthew 23:16-22, Jesus exposes the scribes and the Pharisees for mixing the tradition of the elders with the commandments of God in the matter of oaths.   

				Woe unto you, blind guides, which say, Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! You fools and blind: for which is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifies the gold? 

				And whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. You fools and blind: for which is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifies the gift? Therefore, whoever swears by the altar, swears by it, and by all things on it. And whoever swears by the temple, swears by it, and by him who dwells in it. And he that shall swear by heaven, swears by the throne of God, and by him that sits on it.

				I have shown that we really do not have a right to vow on anything at all, but the principle is, do not bind or trap yourselves. Be free, be a person of your word and have integrity. Jesus said that anything more than this is not perfect, but comes of evil – in other words, it is sin.

				The law courts

				How does this teaching of Jesus work out in our everyday life? One example is in our law courts. They ask us to swear on oath by Almighty God, with our hands on the bible, and that we will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. This is indeed a frightening and binding oath that is impossible to keep, for we do not know the whole truth. Only God knows that. We only know the truth as we see it, or from our perspective. 

				Pilate asked Jesus “What is truth” He asked the wrong question, of course, for truth is never in statements, truth is actually a person. Jesus said “I am the truth”, i.e. Whatever I say is truth, regardless of the content.  A visit to the divorce courts would plainly illustrate the point that when two sincere people give the ‘facts’ they only tell the truth as they see it. Both are convinced that they are telling the facts exactly as they happened, yet they are often diametrically opposed in their conclusions. 

				You must decide for yourself, if ever you are in court, how you will react. I have been in court many times and I refuse to swear on the bible for the simple reason that the bible itself forbids swearing on oath. I let my yes be yes, and my no be no, and I do not need an oath to convince anyone that I am telling the truth. 

				Marriage vows

				The marriage vows are another consideration. The Church has made these vows to “protect the sanctity of marriage” and I understand the reasoning behind this. Many marriages have been preserved because of these “vows before God”, but the bible does not ask us to make marriage vows before God, and as we have discussed, a Christian’s word should be enough. In today’s society two out of three marriages end in divorce, and the rate is the same amongst Christians – the ministers included. I wonder how many Christians have broken their vows before Almighty God – a very serious offence. 

				You must come to your own conclusions, but when I married my wife I did not make any vows. By God’s grace I will be faithful, not because of any laws, but because I am a Christian and I have integrity and can be trusted. I believe that is where my wife’s security lies – Christ in me.

				Another point worth making is that witchcraft and other occult societies demand that initiation is by swearing on oath. Satan, our adversary, uses oaths to bind us and capture our souls. The initiation into the Freemasons includes an oath similar to this: “I would rather have my throat cut from ear to ear and my bowels spilled out on the ground than to divulge the mystic secrets of the Masons”. This is the very opposite to what God does. He does not bind us, but woos us with love and faithfulness. His cords are the cords of love, not the ropes of enslavement.

				Common swearing

				Oaths and vows are about words we say and I must not end this chapter without the warning that we will have to give an account for every idle word that we speak at the day of judgement (Matthew 12:36-37).

				Most common swearing comes from either religious roots or perversions of God’s order – in other words blasphemy. Perhaps the most innocent and yet most sinister is the word “damn”. To say “damn you” seems quite innocuous, but to curse someone to the lake of fire is surely the worst curse you can ever put on a person. It is far worse than to call someone slang terms for a sexual act or part of the reproductive anatomy – which is only crudity. I believe that “damn” is the worst “four-letter word” anyone can use. 

				Every idle word

				Of course, the use of any crude word is not godly, and I am amazed how many Christians take on all the crude phrases of the day from the latest comedians. “Gob-smacked” is an expression that I am sure would not come from the mouth of Paul or Jesus, or any person full of the grace of God. What is wrong with “shocked” or “surprised”? Why do we have to emulate the world’s crude language? You must decide for yourself how you use the English language but remember Jesus’ warning that all idle words will have to be accounted for.

				With each of Jesus’ illustrations we see the same pattern: love always deals with the roots of the problem before they produce outward sins. So, what can we learn from this example? Well, the reason for making an oath is to strengthen our endeavours and give us backbone. If we feel we need to make a vow we must, therefore, examine our motive for doing so and see if it is weakness that is at the roots. We must ask why, as Christians, we need to reinforce our words with vows and oaths when Jesus said that “yes” and “no” should be enough. If we are honest we will find that it is usually to cover and protect our weaknesses.

				

				Suffer not your mouth to cause your flesh to sin, neither say to the angel that it was a mistake; why make God angry so that he destroys the work of your hands? For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also many vanities, but as for you, fear God.

				Ecclesiastes 5:6-7

				

				

				Notes

				

				1.      Matthew 7:6. This quotation will be covered in a future book in this series, but I can say here that if we dedicate things to God they must be used for his exclusive purposes.

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 17

				

				An Eye for an Eye

				

				

				You have heard it has been said by them of old time, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.

				Matthew 5:38

				

				The smallest revenge will poison the soul.

				Jewish proverb

				

				We are now up to Jesus’ fifth example of how we can fulfil the law through love. This one, like the last two, is not a quotation from the Ten Commandments, but it is in the Law of Moses. Jesus is quoting from Exodus 21:24-25.

				 Jesus uses the same phrase as the other examples – You have heard that it has been said by them of old time, again inferring that God’s people generally did not understand what the law really meant. The traditions of men had over taken  the Spirit of God as usual, and they believed that this law allowed them to execute revenge, “tit for tat” as we would say, or “what is good for the goose is good for the gander”.

				Revenge is not the reason that God instituted this law. It was not to do with revenge but with justice – God’s justice. Whenever we administer the law it is on God’s behalf and not our own. Let us look at murder as an example. The death penalty is required by God to satisfy his justice, not his revenge or vindictiveness, and it is required by justice because it is fair – right or just. An eye for an eye, tooth for tooth, life for life is perfectly fair. The punishment fits the crime exactly. This justice is not personal, and it is meted out by men on behalf of God.

				Further on in the law, Leviticus 24:17-20 states, And he that has killed any man he shall surely be put to death. And he that kills a beast shall make it good, beast for beast, and if a man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as it has been done, so shall it be done to him. Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; as he has caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again.

				A deterrent

				Many psychologists say that capital punishment is not a deterrent, but the bible disagrees. Deuteronomy 19:19 states, Then shall you do unto him as he thought to have done to his brother; so shall you put away the evil from among you. And those which remain shall hear and fear, and shall henceforth commit no more evil amongst you. And your eye shall not pity, but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

				Having worked with gangsters for fourteen years I can quote from experience and not just theory or speculation. It is a fact that bank robbers and violent criminals started to 'tool up' (carry weapons) – when the death penalty was abolished. I heard them talk about it. They knew that to shoot a policeman meant a certain death penalty, and the abolition of the death penalty was good news to them. They realized that not only could they now shoot a policeman and not hang for it, but they could also thereby destroy any evidence he could give against them. It was all to their advantage. 

				So the death penalty was certainly a deterrent to them, and it still would be today. Christians, as always, have assimilated the latest culture, fashion, and psychology of the world. What Christian who lived two hundred years ago would question the fact that capital punishment was a good thing? How can morals change with fashion and culture? Unfortunately, they can, and do, change very easily when we compromise.

				God does not change

				God’s character and plans do not change from generation to generation, nor if a government changes from monarchy to democracy. He is consistent, and I would argue that any society that uses the word of God as its basis for law and order will be blessed of God and will prosper. I do not believe it is a coincidence that Britannia ruled the waves – and a third of the world – when this was so. Now that we have changed our laws, and so many of them are in opposition to the law of God, we have lost our whole empire, and are now often despised in the eyes of the world, when at one time we were respected and honoured.

				I know of many African and Indian people visiting Britain for the first time, who have been shocked by what they have seen. They had been brought up to believe that their godly moral heritage came from Britain, from British missionaries who took Christian values to their nations, and they took it for granted that Britain had the same high standards today. They were devastated when they saw what Britain has become.

				I believe that Christians today have a problem differentiating between forgiveness and justice. We think that if there is forgiveness, there should be no punishment. But with God it is not so. God forgives sin, but his justice demands that punishment is carried out. There are always consequences for sin and mistakes – even under grace. 

				The golden calf

				Moses spent forty days on Mount Sinai pleading with God to forgive his people for worshipping the golden calf and God did indeed forgive them. However, God plagued the people, and the Levites slaughtered three thousand of God’s people. Verse 34 of Exodus 32 records: Therefore now, lead the people to the place of which I told you; behold my angel shall go before you: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their sins upon them.

				The sins of David

				In 2 Samuel 12 we read that God forgave David for his adultery and murder and put it away, but God’s justice nevertheless demanded what the law required – that life for life be carried out. 

				David said unto Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. Howbeit ... the child that is born unto you shall surely die.” (2 Samuel 12:13-14)

				God forgave David’s sin, but took the life of an innocent child to satisfy his justice. David was told that the consequences of his sin would affect his present and future circumstances, and that of his children. There is a whole catalogue of consequences listed; for example; David’s own son usurped the throne and slept with his father’s concubines; his daughter was raped by her half-brother; and the list goes on and on.

				Aren’t we under grace?

				We are now under the dispensation of grace, but God has neither changed his character nor his justice. There are still consequences for our sin, even though we are forgiven and have eternal life.

				In the Acts of the Apostles chapter 5, we read of two disciples, Ananias and Sapphira, who paid a very high price  for their deceit. They were God’s children under grace, but there were consequences for their sin. They were both struck down by God and died instantly.

				In David’s case, he could have blamed the devil for all the misfortunes that arose in his life – the rape of his daughter, his son usurping his throne – but he would have been wrong. It was God’s justice, the consequences of his sin even though that sin had been forgiven. We also should consider, when we are in trying or distressing circumstances – are we facing the consequences of our former sins, even though those sins have been forgiven? Why do we blame the devil for all our bad circumstances and not consider that perhaps our ways before God may not be perfect?

				Having said that, we must not make the mistake of looking at the misfortunes of others and presuming that they are the consequences of their sins. That would be presumptuous indeed.

				I stated at the beginning of this chapter that God’s people thought this law allowed them revenge, but the law itself clearly exposes this as false in Leviticus 19:18. You shall not avenge yourself, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people; but you shall love your neighbour as yourself; I am the Lord. We can see from this that God’s people were not allowed to even bear a grudge under Moses’ law. 

				Justice has nothing in common with revenge. Vengeance is always God’s prerogative, in both the Old and New Testaments. Look at Deuteronomy 32:35, Hebrews 10:30 and Revelation 6:10.1 Jesus not only tells us that we must not seek revenge or bear any malice, but he tells us that we must exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees.

				Christians under grace, with the love of God shed abroad in their hearts, are required to go much further that most Christians are willing to even consider. In the next chapter we will look at this often neglected standard and see how love will always fulfil this law.

				

				Notes

				

				1.   Deuteronomy 32:35 –  To me belongs vengeance, and recompense; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make haste. 

				      

				      Hebrews 10:30 – For we know him that has said, Vengeance belongs unto me, I will recompense, says the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.

				       

				      Revelation 6:10 – And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, Oh Lord, holy and true, will you not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 18

				

				The Extra Mile Philosophy

				

				.. But I say unto you, That you resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue you at the law, and take away your coat, let him have your  cloak also. And whosoever shall compel you to go a mile, go with him two. Give to him that asks you, and from him that would borrow of you turn not away.

				Matthew 5:39-42

				

				Charity suffers long, and is kind; charity doesn’t envy; charity doesn’t vaunt itself, is not puffed up. It does not behave itself unseemly, seeks not her own, is not easily provoked, thinks no evil; Rejoices not in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Charity never fails.

				From 1 Corinthians 13

				The last chapter has shown us that we must not retaliate or seek vengeance, but this is all negative – what we must not do. Love is positive and demonstrative, so what does Jesus say love will do? – for only love will fulfil the law.

				We are now at a point in the Sermon on the Mount that will determine our Christian lifestyle. Earlier in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus made many statements, but now he is giving practical instructions. We may believe all the correct doctrine and precepts, but it will count for nothing if we do not live practically according to these instructions of Jesus. Christianity is how we live, not what we believe. The devil himself knows and believes the entire bible to be true 1 – which is why he is so good at perverting it – but he is disobedient and rebellious to it. If, as professing Christians we only believe God’s word and will not obey the instructions in it, then we have no more faith than the devil himself. 

				Jesus tells us four different ways we can fulfil the law practically and these cover every situation where naturally we would want to retaliate or seek revenge. They are: 

				

				1. Physical abuse 

				2. Legal abuse 

				3. Civil abuse 

				4. Personal abuse 

				

				I will deal with them one at a time.

				1. Physical abuse

				But I say unto you, resist not evil; but whoever smites you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also (Matthew 5: 39). Why turn the other cheek? Why not retaliate after we have been dealt the first blow? Would it not be stupidity to offer the other cheek as well? Do I have to be a doormat? Well, to not retaliate at the first act of physical abuse is nothing to do with Christianity. A good man with discipline and character will walk away and not cause trouble or seek revenge. Real Christianity only comes into play when we turn the other cheek. Love always goes further than duty, and we cannot prove we love if we only do our duty and keep within the safe confines of the law. 

				Jesus said in Luke 17:10 that when we have done all we are supposed to do we are still unprofitable servants, because love does much more than duty, and God demands that we love, not just keep the dead letter of duty. Hypocrites can do their duty. They can pray, fast, and tithe, but they will never turn the other cheek. The beatitudes come into play again. Blessed are you when men revile and persecute you falsely. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy (Luke 6:23). Anyone can rejoice when blessing comes, but only a real Christian can rejoice and bless his or her enemies in times of adversity.

				In the Bible we have for our guide the examples of people who did not resist evil – Joseph and Daniel in the Old Testament, and of course in the New Testament, Jesus is our ultimate example. In the garden he told Peter not to retaliate. Then said Jesus to Peter, Put your sword away (Matthew 26:52). Peter later remembered what Jesus had said and did not resist arrest, and was placed in prison after James had been killed with the sword (Acts 12:1-5).

				2. Legal abuse

				If any man will sue you at the law, and take away your coat, let him have your cloak also (Matthew 6:40).

				This second example of fulfilling the law is about legal abuse, but it seems crazy. This is about being taken to court and sued for goods that we are legally entitled to, and losing the case. Surely it is madness, after having been forced to hand over things that were rightly ours, to then give more than we are legally bound to do? Well yes, to the world and carnal Christians it is lunacy – we are being taken advantage of and we have rights. But again, this sorts out the real Christians. To believe that God can look after us without us defending our rights is an act of faith and, as such, pleases God. True Christianity is about giving up rights, just as Jesus did: For Christ also has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God (1 Peter 3:18).

				3. Civil abuse

				And whoever compels you to go a mile, go with him for two miles (Matthew 6:41).

				

				This abuse will be difficult to understand unless we look at the word “compel” and its origin. It is a Persian word and is only used one other time in the New Testament. It simply means, “to press into public service”. Simon of Cyrene was “compelled” to bear the cross of Jesus (see Mark 15:21). The Jews were under Roman occupation and any soldier could compel – force into civil duties – any citizen. It was not permissible to refuse.

				If we are required to do some civil duty that we cannot refuse, then obviously we should do it. But, after the obligatory mile we are then freed from any responsibility. Why then does Jesus suggest that we go an extra mile? I have to say again that it is either madness or real Christianity – there is no middle ground – and this proves again whether we are real Christians. True Christianity is only in the extra mile, the other cheek.

				4. Personal abuse

				Give to him that asks of you, and from him that would borrow of you, don’t turn away (Matthew 6:42).

				

				For me, this last statement on personal abuse is the hardest to accept and put into practice, but we are all coming from different backgrounds and have different personalities. Again it is not “reasonable” to follow Jesus instructions, but I can not prove the love of God without this attitude and action. The Gospel of Jesus was never meant to be reasonable and easy. We have to deny self, take up our cross and follow Jesus.

				I remember many years ago when a relation of mine asked to borrow my extension ladders. I had been given them by a friend who had emigrated to Australia, and had not as yet used them myself. My relation collected them, and months later when I needed them he had still not returned them. I rang him and asked if he could return them, but he said that he no longer had a van and had no way of getting them back to me. I was angry and disappointed because I then had to collect them myself and bring them – with great difficulty – through the centre of Manchester on the roof of my estate car.

				The real test

				A few weeks later the same man rang me to say that some slates had fallen off his roof and asked if he could borrow my ladders again. In my heart I wanted to lie and say that I was just going to use them, and I am sure if I’d had the time to plan it I would have taken this course. But as he was on the other end of the telephone line waiting for my reply I reluctantly told him he was welcome to them. But in fact I begrudged him them, and my heart was far from loving him and understanding his needs. Jesus says in another passage,  If you lend to them of whom you hope to receive, what thanks do you have? Sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and you shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil (Luke 6:34-35).

				Precept and practice

				The words of Jesus may seem pleasant and moral, but there is a vast difference between believing what Jesus said and actually living it in practice. Most Christians would agree with everything that Jesus says, but in their day-to-day lifestyle they will resolutely refuse to practice it. Let us remember that this example is all about not seeking revenge. Not only must we not seek it, but we must go in the opposite direction and produce what love would do from a pure heart. 

				Let me remind you that Jesus is exposing the roots of our outward sins in this part of the Sermon on the Mount. If I ever have resentment and hurt in my heart I am in danger for it is a sure sign that I want my “pound of flesh”. This is not easy to admit, but the truth will set us free. As James says, let us be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves (James 1:22).

				Notes

				1.	You believe that there is one God; you do well: the devils 		also believe, and tremble (James 2:19).

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 19

				

				Love Your Neighbour, Hate Your Enemy

				

				You have heard that it has been said, You shall love your neighbour, and hate your enemy 

				Matthew 5:43

				

				This is the sixth and last of Jesus’ illustrations of how to fulfil the law through love. He uses the same words as the other examples: You have heard it said, implying that the majority of God’s people in Jesus’ day did not understand the Law of Moses or how to fulfil the spirit of it. Neither (as this illustration proves) did they know how to discriminate between the law, and the traditions of men.

				The first five quotations have been from the law of Moses and we have no reason to doubt that this quotation is also in the law, but we would be badly mistaken. Starting from the Ten Commandments, Jesus has taken us through the law and finally to the traditions of men without us realising it. This last quotation is nowhere to be found in the whole bible. In fact it contradicts what the law says.

				There are no scriptures that tell us to hate our enemies. God’s people were told to destroy the people in the land of Canaan – they were to kill men, women and children as well as all the cattle – but this was not because of any hatred that they had towards the Canaanites. It was to execute the justice of God. The sins of the Amorites had come to its fullness. For the wickedness of these nations does the Lord drive them out from before you (Deuteronomy 9:4). God’s people were ordered to destroy and kill, but they had no permission to hate.

				When Joshua took the land for God’s people it was not in any way personal against the people of the land, they were simply obeying God’s instructions. As we have already seen, the phrase; “love your neighbour as yourself” is not a New Testament quote but taken from the law of Moses. You shall not avenge or bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself (Leviticus 19:18).

				Who is our neighbour?

				In case we would say that this “neighbourly love” only applies to our families or to fellow Christians, let us remember that Jesus exposed the Pharisees for thinking like this when he told the story of the Good Samaritan. He proved that our worst enemies fall into the category of our neighbour in God’s eyes. 

				I find that this last illustration is the hardest to accept for as we shall see in the next chapter, Jesus takes us through several stages and shows what Christian perfection really is in God’s eyes.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 20

				

				Love Your Enemies 

				

				But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who despitefully use you and persecute you ... that you may be the children of your Father in heaven.

				Matthew 5:44-45

				

				And this commandment we have from Christ; that he who loves God loves his brother also. 

				1 John 4:21

				

				He that spares his rod hates his son, but he that loves his son disciplines him at times.

				Proverbs 13:24

				

				We now live in the dispensation where the kingdom of God is within a person. It does not come with observation and therefore, unlike the old Kingdom of Israel, God does not ask us to destroy his enemies, or harm people in any physical way. Jesus and the apostles tell us that we must not even bear malice, hate, or despise anyone. So, what are we supposed to do with people who hate, persecute, and malign us?

				Jesus shows us four stages of a true Christian’s progress in this area. Let me take them one at a time.

				1. Love your enemies

				These last instructions of Jesus are by far the hardest to practice, and they really prove whether we are willing to obey Jesus, or we just want to believe his “nice” teachings. This proves if we really believe that the essential character of God is love and are willing to practice it demonstratively. 

				Why should we love our enemies? Well, Jesus answers this question quite clearly for us in Luke 10:25-37 – the very well known parable of the “Good Samaritan”. The parable is told because a lawyer stood up and asked Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life. Jesus asked him how he interpreted the law, and the lawyer proved he fully understood the letter of the law. He quoted the two great statements that cover the whole law and prophets: love God and love your neighbour as yourself. Jesus told him to practice these commandments and he would live. This is always where God’s people fall down – they believe the words but do not want to obey them in practice. 

				The Good Samaritan

				The lawyer, wanting to escape the reality of obedience, tried to justify himself and questioned Jesus by asking who his neighbour was. Jesus then told the parable, and the lawyer admitted that his enemy was actually his neighbour, who he has just confessed he should love. Jesus told him to go away and practice this. 

				The two statements “loving God” and “love your neighbour” will always trap a hypocrite, for the statements are inseparable, and each is a measure of the other. The measure I love God can be measured by the amount of love I have for my neighbour. Therefore, the amount that any Christian loves God can be measured by the amount he loves his enemies. Jesus clearly showed how much he loved God when, on the cross, dying and being mocked in the process, he asked God to understand and forgive those enemies. This is Christian perfection, as we shall see later, and it is the only yardstick of the love of God shed abroad in our heart for all men.

				Is it possible to say that we do love our enemies in our hearts, but that we do not need to demonstrate it? It is true that love indeed starts in the heart, and that the action alone could just be hypocrisy and outward show. However, I believe that the following statement is always true:  we can have action without love, but we can never have love without action. So Jesus develops the teaching by going on to the next instruction, which is not about love in the heart, but about love demonstrated in action.

				2. Bless those who curse you

				We are now moving from the heart to the mouth. Blessing is something you do with your words. We prove that love is truly in our hearts when we open our mouths and say some good things about those who curse us out of their mouths. Love does not depend on feelings, it is more to do with obedience. Only obedience can prove we love God. Jesus said, If you love me, keep my commandments (John 14:15). 

				Jesus did bless his enemies, and the epistles teach us to do the same. In Romans 12, Paul tells us to renew our minds, and there are many practical instructions listed in that chapter for us to start to think differently than the world. In  verse 14 he says, Bless them which persecute you; bless, and curse not. This is not to do with how we should feel, but how we should act. 

				Jesus now asks us to go further, for there is another progression.

				3. Do good to those who hate you

				We have seen from previous chapters that hate is the seed of murder. People who hate us have the seeds of murder in their hearts, even if they do not realise it themselves. Jesus says that love, which fulfills the law, would do good to them. This is a stage further than just speaking. We are now asked to demonstrate our love for God – and therefore also our love for our neighbour. We can never say we that love God but that we do not love certain people. It makes us liars. John’s epistle clearly shows us that we are deceived if we do not know this: 

				If a man says, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he who doesn’t love his brother whom he can see, how can he love God whom he has not seen? And this commandment we have from Christ, that whoever loves God, loves his brother also (1 John 4:20-21).

				He that says he is in the light and hates his brother is in darkness even until now. He that loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no chance of him stumbling. But, he that hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, because the darkness has blinded his eyes (1 John 2:9-11). 

				Does this mean that you have to pretend that you like your enemies? No, it means that you have to be obedient and do good to your enemies to prove you love God and will obey him. If I send £50 to my enemy because I love God and want to obey him, I am loving my enemy even if I still feel bad towards him. Love is not in feelings but in what we do. But how many Christians say that they love another Christian with “the love of the Lord”, when in fact they really hate them? We have to love them ourselves. God already loves them despite you and I, and we have to love them from our own hearts. We show how hard and cold our hearts often are and cover this fact with fair words.

				Deeds, not words

				Let me give you a practical example. A person who hates you may lie about you to a higher authority and cause you to be sacked from your employment. What should you do? Well, it is not enough to say you love them, and not even enough to speak and bless them. The extra mile is required and we have to do something good to them. Very often they will not accept kindness openly, but what about sending them some flowers, a box of chocolates, a ticket to a football match, or whatever would please them? 

				This sounds like stupidity and foolishness. Yes, it is, to the world, but it is the power of God’s love to those of us who understand that this is exactly what Christ did for you and me. Not only did he love us in his heart, he spoke and said Lo, I come to do your will Oh God. Then he went further still and did a foolish act of goodness. He came and died for his enemies – you and me. This thinking and action is either crazy or it is real Christianity. There is no middle ground. All else is vain religion and hypocrisy. 

				Is this third step the ultimate? I used to believe so, but Jesus said that there is a further stage.

				4. Pray for those who despitefully use you

				At first glance this would seem the easiest thing to do – just pray for those who have done spiteful things to hurt you. My wife, Joanna, helped me to understand that this is the hardest of all when we understand what  it really means. 

				I have come from a loving and stable background where I do not remember receiving any great hurts from anyone, but Joanna’s home life was dysfunctional and she was scarred and hurt, even by those very close to her. She was full of hate for some of her family members and had murderous thoughts in her heart.

				Through time she learned to forgive them and stop saying hurtful things about them. She even came to the point where she could “do good” to them in secret. But a few years ago Joanna shared with me that the very hardest thing she had to overcome was being able to pray for them – not only for God to bless them and forgive them, that was easy, but for them to be reconciled again. Why? Because this was not what she really wanted in her heart. To forgive was all right, but to pray that God would unite them as one, and for her to be vulnerable to further abuse and hurt, was a prayer that she could not pray for many years. 

				Time deceives us

				We often think we have forgiven people, when in fact it is simply because they are no longer in our lives. If these people came back into our lives maybe all the old hurts would be brought to the surface. It is often true that we have not really forgiven, we have just forgotten the hurts. This is not acceptable to God, for he wants to do a thorough job in our hearts. To pray for unconditional reconciliation and unity is the only safe prayer to pray if you want your to be perfect before God. 

				This last illustration is the ultimate one, for it shows us “Christian perfection”. We shall look at this in the next and final chapter of this book.

				

					

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 21

				

				Christian Perfection

				

				… that you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven, for he makes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those that love you, what reward do you have? Don’t even the publicans do the same? And if you salute only your brethren, what do you do differently from others? Don’t sinners do the same?

				You, therefore be perfect, even as your Father who is in heaven is perfect.

				Matthew 5:45-48

				

				My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

				1 John 3:18

				

				Is it possible to be perfect as a Christian? The above quote from the Sermon on the Mount certainly says so. The key to understanding this statement is in understanding the context. It is a conclusion to Jesus’ last illustration to show how love fulfils the law. If, as the bible says, the law of the Lord is perfect (Psalm 19:7), then to fulfil the law through love would make us perfect. 

				I must point out that this has nothing to do with being sinless as a Christian. I have covered this in previous chapters and shown that to say we do not sin makes us liars. Jesus is not talking about sinless perfection, but he is talking about Christian perfection. The blood of Christ pays the price for our forgiveness, makes us acceptable to God and gives us eternal life, but our attitudes and actions make us perfect and mature in our conduct and like our Father in heaven.

				If we act like our Father in heaven then we become as perfect as he is, and our Father is pleased. Jesus describes in this last illustration not only what his Father is – love, but how his Father acts. God does not discriminate in his actions – good or bad – towards any living creature, good or evil. Maybe this statement contradicts what you have heard from many pulpits, so I challenge you to this test.

				Make a list of twenty evil or godless people that you know and a list of twenty God-fearing people. They can be from the past or the present. Then compare the events in the lives of  the people in both lists, and I can guarantee that there will be, on average, no difference. 

				No respecter of persons

				God is no respecter of persons, and the bible says that trials are common to man. People in both your lists will have had family members die before the age of seventy. Some will have had car crashes. Some will have been burgled or suffered sickness. Both lists of people will have had good things happen in their lives.

				If a wicked farmer works hard and sows a field of grain he will get a field’s harvest just the same as a Christian would. If a lazy Christian were to plant half a field with grain he will get half a field’s harvest, because sowing and reaping is a natural law of God which any living person can apply regardless of the condition of his heart before God. Some godly people have been burned at the stake and some wicked people seem to live a charmed life.

				Do not discriminate

				 Christians must at all times act like God and not discriminate in their love. This is the maturity and the “perfection” that Jesus is talking about. 

				James, in chapter 2 of his epistle talks, about the discrimination that should not be in the church of God, and shows us that we must fulfil the royal law which is to love our neighbour as ourselves (verse 8) and he calls this the law of liberty in verse 12. 

				He ends the chapter by showing that faith without actions is not true faith at all. I believe I can say the same about love. Love without the actions as described in the previous chapters is not love at all. It is vanity and nothing to do with the gospel of Christ. Maybe I can end with three little statements that I apply equally to faith and love:

				

				• Faith or love without works is deception

				• Works without faith or love is hypocrisy

				• Faith or love with works is true Christianity 

				

				I believe that the six illustrations of Jesus we have looked at are there to expose the hypocrisy in our lives, and I have to confess that whenever I teach them I am exposed again. I have never murdered, but as I write, I realise that since I last preached this message I have had the seeds of murder in my heart. The same goes for adultery. Thank God I am faithful to my wife, but the word exposes me, for I cannot claim that while writing this book I have never had a lustful thought in my heart. All six examples expose my heart. 

				What is the answer to this secret life of my heart – a secret life that even my wife and friends don’t know about – a life that is often hidden even from my own heart? Well, Jesus gives us wonderful hope, and this will be the subject of the next book – “The secret life of a disciple”.

				

				My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

					1 John 3:18

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				

				The Other books  in the Radical Christianity  series By Maurice barratt

				

				Volume 1. Will The Real Christians Please Stand Up

				This first volume is an introduction to discipleship and lays down the principles for the radical Christian life and if applied will change your whole outlook and motives

				

				

				Volume 2. Salt and Light - The Character of a Disciple

				Maurice confronts us with the deeply challenging and subversive words of the Beatitudes and he shows that they are not about qualities, but all about attitudes- ways of thinking.

				

				

				Volume 4. The Secret Life of a Disciple

				There is only one answer to the secret life of our deceitful heart and that is another secret life. God. In Matthew 6 Jesus talks about- almsgiving, prayer and fasting. Maurice shows us that this is the key to real Christianity without hypocrisy

				

				

				Volume 5. Covetous or Content

				Chapter 6 of Matthew exposes our covetousness and where our treasure is. Maurice takes us through this painful exposure and prepares us for the conclusion to Jesus' sermon - that of the choice between being a follower or real disciple.

				

				Volume 6. Choices - for a disciple

				This last book in the series looks at the challenges that Jesus makes at the end of his sermon and the choices we have to make after reading it. The consequences of hearing and not doing are severe indeed and this is possible the most challenging volume in the series for it demands a 

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				

				

				These books in the Sermon on the Mount series 

				by Maurice Barratt have been recorded as 

				64 one hour teachings on CD and DVD. 

				

				

				There are also hundreds of teachings on CD and DVD 

				by Maurice Barratt covering many subjects 

				including 50 Talks to Men.

				

				

				 www.barrattministries.org.uk 

				or write to address on back cover 

				or Tel. 0161 224 2620 to order.

				

				

				Maurice is available to teach on these subject and has ministered discipleship all over the UK, USA, Canada, Europe, Africa, India and the West Indies. 

				Contact: Tel.  0161 224 2620 

				or E-mail at: bminmcr@aol.com

				

				All Barratt Ministries books are availabel from Amazon
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