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				As Christ has suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same mind: for he that has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin; that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God ...But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

				From 1 Peter 4:2-7
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				Special note. 

				For those readers who have not read earlier volumes I am continuing to differentiate the Church system with all its denominations, from the true body of Christ, by using Church (capital C) for the counterfeit Church System, and church (small c) for the true body and future bride of Christ.  

			

			
				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				

				

				Foreword

				

				I ask that as a prerequisite, you read this last volume with a humility and willingness to accept that what you have been taught or understand about the 'End Times' may not be correct.

				For there is no doubt that Maurice presents a very compelling, logical and biblical explanation which may cut across many people's theology.  I found this volume very challenging and now have to seriously review my own understanding of God's future plans for His people, which of course includes you and me.

				

				Rev. Geoff Bates
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				The Sabbath Rest
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				Introduction

				 

				The end 

				of all things

				

				And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, says the LORD of hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed: for you shall be a delightsome land, says the LORD of hosts.

				Malachi 3:11-12 

				

				Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.

				1 Thessalonians 5:6

				

				All the world’s a stage,

				And all the men and women merely players:

				They have their exits and their entrances;

				From 'As you like it' – William Shakespeare

				This will be the final book in this series of God’s plan for his people and we will see the final acts of his great plan of love. As with all love stories it will end 'happily ever after' with unspeakable joy and ecstasy. 

				Like so many romantic love stories, the joy, relief, and happy ending is always proportional to the pain and despair that the hero or heroine endures in the many adventures and tragedies they pass through. It is no different with God’s romance. God's people have endured so many hardships and persecution since he called Abram out of Babylon. Unbelievably, the greatest tribulations and sorrow that God’s people, Israel, have to suffer has yet to be enacted on the stage of this earth, before they are again restored to peace, security, and greatness. 

				When Jesus returns to earth, he will judge the nations and then bring about world peace. This judgement will happen before God creates a new heaven and earth where righteousness will reign forever.

				The Real God

				 It would, of course, seem more acceptable, to our fallen human nature, to want to escape all the pain, and have the joy and blessing without the cost, and happiness without the harm, but we have to be realistic and understand that God’s character is completely different from our fallen one – his ways are not our ways. The whole aim of being an adopted son of God is to renew our thinking and to come in line with Gods thinking; or, as Paul says 'Let this mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus'. It is a hard fact to learn that love cannot be proved or demonstrated except through pain and suffering, mystery and disappointments.

				The book of Revelation is the last book in our New Testament, and it starts with warnings to God's people of the coming judgements. It then goes through these judgements, as Jesus opens the 7 seals. The book of Malachi is the last book in our Old Testament and it also warns that the coming Messiah will judge his people Israel. In volume 6, I looked at this judgement of Israel – Jacob's trouble – and in this volume I will look at the restoration of Israel. The Old Testament prophets gave the promise that all nations will call Israel 'blessed' and they 'will be a delightsome land'. 

				Who will Judge?

				As we look at the end of all things, it is interesting to differentiate between what Christ will judge and what God himself will judge. Jesus will come first to judge and restore Israel. He will then set up his kingdom and judge his Church for rewards or punishments, according to 'deeds done in our body'. Then, he will judge the nations of this world and reign for 1000 years. At the end of his reign he will hand the kingdom, and all power, glory, and authority, back to God. 

				God will then destroy his creation the second, and last time, with fire, and the planets, stars, and our whole solar system, will melt away. God’s judgement throne will then be set up and God will sit on his throne to judge all who have lived and died from Adam to that time. This judgement will be to decide who will receive eternal life or eternal damnation. There are no rewards, and no punishments or chastisements – it is a final judgement that lasts for all eternity. 

				Jesus and God will judge because they are just.  Love will always punish disobedience to protect and preserve the innocent and obedient – judgement is a necessary evil. When all the judgements have passed, then God himself will create a new heaven and a new earth to be inhabited by all those whose names are in the book of life.  

				New Jerusalem Comes Down to Earth

				The bride of Christ – those who have the eternal bodies – will come down out of heaven to this new earth. This city of Jerusalem will remain on the new earth forever and be the light of the world. The nations that are saved, who will still be in their mortal flesh,  will dwell on the new earth. They will live forever because they have access to the tree of life. This is the tree that Adam ate of, which would have enabled him to live forever if he had not been denied access to it after he had disobeyed God. The nations will also have access to go in and out of the city. God will come down and dwell on the new earth with his people forever. Nobody will live in heaven, as so many Christians believe, for God wants to dwell with his creation, and be a father to them, on the New Earth. 

				If all this seems contrary to what you have believed, or been taught, then please read on with an open mind. I will bring scriptures to support all I write so that you readers can decide for yourselves. I trust that it will give you a new insight, excitement, and anticipation for what we are now going to shortly see on our planet.

				Here is a quote from Shakespeare that almost everyone has heard at some time;

				

				All the world’s a stage,

				And all the men and women merely players:

				They have their exits and their entrances;

				From 'As you like it' - William Shakespeare

				

				It is the truth and it is God's play, his plan, and his praise when the final curtain is drawn across this weary earth. I believe that God has now set the stage for the last scene of his plan to be played out very soon. The time has now come for the final act, where Christ returns, rescues his bride, and restores his mother to greatness again. 

				I believe the voice has been declared from heaven "Let play begin" and I believe it sounded on 9th November 2001 (my reasons for stating this are presented in the postscript at the end of this book.

				Let no one deceive anyone who reads this last volume that we have time on our hands. It is certainly time to seek the Lord and put our house in order before it is too late.

				

				But the end of all things is at hand: be Therefore be sober, and watch unto prayer. And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

				1 Peter 4:7-8

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				I believe that God has set the stage for the last scene of his plan to be played out soon on this earth. The time has now come for the final acts, and let no one deceive you that we have time on our hands. It is certainly time to seek the Lord and put our house in order before it is too late.
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				Chapter 1

				

				The 

				Last Millennium

				

				He shall not fail or be discouraged, till he shall have set judgement in the earth : and the isles shall wait for the law

				Isaiah 42:4

				

				Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

				Isaiah 51:11

				

				And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD has blessed.

				 Isaiah 61:9

				

				I have looked at Jacob’s trouble just before Israel is restored, and the avenging of Esau, but this is only the very beginning of a 1,000 year period that has been prophesied from the first verses of Genesis. The 7th day of rest, that God instituted at creation, was to let all of mankind know that there is a coming 'day of rest' for the people of God. All the prophets looked for this and the most famous of all, David, has hundreds of references to this final day of the Lord. The majority of his Psalms are about the restoration of the kingdom of Israel and the Lord's judgement over all the earth. The last few Psalms are telling of the celebrations that will herald in this new king and his kingdom on earth. Of course, the Church have used these verses to bring in celebration to the Church when they should have been interceding, but that is to be expected of God's people. Read the last few Psalms and you will see that David is talking about the coming kingdom on earth.

				

				The LORD build up Jerusalem: he gathers together the outcasts of Israel 

				Psalm 147:2

				

				Enoch, the 7th generation from Adam, who walked with God and was snatched away to heaven without dying, saw this last day and prophesied about it. Jude, in his letter to the Churches, reminded them of what Enoch said about the coming judgement of Christ on this earth. 

				

				And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him 

				Jude 14-15

				

				Enoch is a type of the first resurrection – those who do not die – those who are changed from mortality to immortality in the twinkling of an eye. Many believe this will happen before the day of the Lord comes, and others believe it happens as he descends to earth – meeting him in the air. Whatever you believe, it is for sure, these resurrected saints come down to earth with Christ to subdue and reign.

				An Example 

				It is interesting that Paul talks to his own people, in the book of Hebrews, about this 'rest' for the people of God, but warns them it is not a foregone conclusion, or guarantee, that they will obtain it just because they are God’s children. Christians should think seriously about this for Paul warns us that Israel are an example. The majority of God’s chosen and redeemed children who came out of Egypt did not get into the promised land. In fact, only a remnant – 2 out of maybe 3,000,000, entered Canaan. The reason, according to Paul, was unbelief. 

				

				And to whom swore he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. 

				Hebrews 3:18 - 4:1

				

				We can only obtain promises by faith and that is why Jesus said 'Nevertheless will I find faith when I return to this earth'. Please read Hebrews 3:7 to 4:11. It is frightening in its implications for all complacent Christians.

				An  Example

				If Paul talks about this incident in the New Testament, and says that it is an example for us, then it is not unreasonable to say that many Christians – God’s people – will perish in the wilderness and not enter the millennial rest that is soon to start. Using logic, and the words of Jesus, we have to come to the same conclusion. So many Christians have been deceived into thinking that the kingdom is 'the Church', and that all the Church are the bride of Christ. They believe we must live victoriously in this life, we must excel, and be people of destiny and influence in this world’s system. This is the very opposite of what Jesus and the Apostles taught and  practised. 

				All of the Apostles were failures to the world’s standards, and not one of them made their mark in politics, business, law or entertainment. They died in obscurity, prison, exile, or martyrdom. What an insult to the very founding fathers of our faith, and what deception to teach the very opposite of what the bible says. We will never have the 'victorious life' until we enter Canaan – the promised land. In this period of history we, like Paul, can 'endure all things through Christ who strengthens us'. Canaan is a type of the kingdom reign of Christ, and until he comes, the people of God are being tested and tried in the wilderness. It will never be any different until our 'Joshua' comes and takes us into our promised inheritance, smites the nations, and restores the kingdom to Israel. 

				Moses was a type of Jesus at his first coming. A prophet – the word made flesh – and he was misunderstood and killed just like many of the prophets of old. Joshua is a type of Jesus at his second coming – a man of war – he will come and destroy the enemies of God and take the land. That is why Moses was not allowed into the land of Israel, he was the wrong type to lead the children of Israel to victory. Joshua was the right man. It is not a coincidence that Joshua (Hebrew) is the same name as Jesus (Greek). Jesus will come again showing the character of a warrior and Judge, not as Moses, the meekest man on earth!

				Kingdom on Earth - Not in Heaven

				In Matthew 5, the first beatitude says the poor in spirit – the humble – will inherit the kingdom. This excludes the proud, and it is only reasonable that they should not be allowed to reign with Christ in his kingdom. The 3rd beatitude says the meek will inherit the earth. Notice it is the earth they will inherit, and not heaven or eternal life. This also excludes those that are not meek – teachable and submissive. In so many of the parables of the kingdom there are rewards and punishments, and many of the punishments are wailing and gnashing of teeth – utter remorse as opposed to the joy of the Lord. Footnote 1

				Those who perished in the wilderness under Moses were all God’s redeemed children, and had all been baptised in the Red Sea. Their clothes did not wear out and they had supernatural provision, but ...they did not enter the promised rest. 

				Not flesh and Blood

				Who will reign then? For sure it will only be those who are in the first resurrection, because only those with a new spiritual body are qualified, according to Paul. He said that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom. This does not mean that they will not be in the reign of Christ, it means they will not inherit  'the kingdom' with Christ, and will remain in their mortal bodies. 

				  

				Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither does corruption inherit incorruption.

				1 Corinthians 15:50

				

				Jesus said that a Christian with the 'beatitudes' character is, in his eyes, the 'salt of the earth'. These righteous saints are preserving this earth while ever they are still in it, for the earth is corrupt and reserved for judgement by fire – a fitting end to rottenness. When the first resurrection occurs and the salt of the earth is removed, then the day of the Lord will come, and at the end of that day this old earth will come to its timely finale – by fire. 

				  

				Looking for and hastening unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

				2 Peter 3:12

				

				I have no doubt, from the scriptures, that those who have the resurrected bodies will reign with Christ on earth, but we must now separate the spiritual from the physical. What do I mean by this? Well, it seems to me that most Christians have not thought things through practically and according to scripture.

				The millennial reign is not the restoration of the Church, but of Israel. I know that we are grafted on to the olive tree and are a part of Israel, but there is a difference between those who have accepted salvation by faith, become the bride of Christ, and will reign in a spiritual body, and those who are Israel after the flesh who are waiting for the Messiah to restore the kingdom to Israel, and will still be in flesh and blood. 

				King of Israel

				According to scriptures Jesus is the King of Israel. He is redeemer and bridegroom, not the king of the Church. To fulfil hundreds of scriptures, Jesus still has to sit on the throne of his father David in Jerusalem, and rule the nations with a rod of iron. These scriptures are not about the new heaven and earth, but about this present restored one. 

				In the following chapters I will look at the scriptures and see what kind of rule Jesus will bring, and what the earth will be like in this 1,000 years of peace. Prepare yourselves for a shock, for the scriptures say things that Christians will find hard to reconcile with their man made doctrines, and traditions of the elders. 

				

				Footnote 1 

				For Example;

				The parable of the talents; Matthew 25:14

				The parable of the net Matthew; 13:47

				The Parable of the tares of the field; Matthew 13:42

				The parable of the 10,000 talents; Matthew 18:23

				

			

		

	
		
			
				If we do not live the inward kingdom lifestyle now, then we will not qualify for the future kingdom when we face the judgement seat of Christ. All the beatitudes are inward attitudes and promises about the coming kingdom, and not about eternal life.
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				Chapter 2

				

				Kingdom or Eternity?

				

				Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgement of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:

				2 Thessalonians 1:5 

				  

				I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

				2 Timothy 4:1

				

				And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

				Revelation 21:1

				

				Over the last few years I have been appalled at the ignorance of so many Christians to the word of God. They seem to learn and quote proof texts, but have no idea of the context of the quote, or of the bible itself. This is because when a revelation is written down it dies – the letter itself is dead, and only when it has spirit again does it live and have its true meaning. A theological, philosophical, or religious understanding will produce death and not life or restored, original, revelation. 

				

				As soon as you try to put a thought into words,  it ceases to be true.

				A. Schopenhauer

				

				Nowhere, is this more apparent than in the ignorance of the kingdom reign of Christ, and of eternity. Most Christians, when challenged, have no real idea of what their eternal existence will be like or where they will spend it. They talk about walking on streets of gold, but they may as well be reciting a nursery rhyme for all they understand about 'New Jerusalem'. Considering, that most Christians also believe we are in the last of the last days it is even more surprising.

				Gross Ignorance

				For example, most Christians think they will spend eternity in heaven with God, yet the bible does not state this. Or they think that when Jesus comes he will judge the world, and we will start eternity –  the 1,000 year reign of Christ is very rarely taught. I believe this is because of our Catholic heritage. The Catholic Church stole the kingdom from Israel and made it 'The Church'. Most modern theology is based on this Catholic foundation and denominations are building the 'kingdom now' instead of waiting until the king returns. Israel always knew that the kingdom would be restored when Messiah came, and those of true Israel who have revelation, are now waiting for him to come and restore this kingdom. The biggest stumbling block for Christians, in understanding about the last days, is to differentiate which scriptures are referring to eternal life, and which scriptures are about the millennial reign of Christ. If we can separate these two events then it should be easier to understand what is going or happen in the near future, and also what eternity will be like and where we will spend it.

				The Kingdom or Eternity

				Maybe the first thing to establish is that any scripture that talks about the kingdom of God or kingdom of heaven is not referring to eternal life. It is clear from Jesus' own teaching that he will return again to earth 'having obtained his kingdom' and will establish it and reign over this earth. The parables about stewardship, that bible students accept are about Christ and stewardship of his Church, are good examples (The parable of the 'Talents' for example). 

				

				...when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.

				Luke 19:15

				If we do not live the inward kingdom lifestyle now, then we will not qualify for the future kingdom when we face the judgement seat of Christ. All the beatitudes are inward attitudes, and promises about the coming kingdom, and not about eternal life. 

				  

				Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

				Matthew 5:5

				

				The above beatitude cannot possibly refer to eternity, for it says those who are meek will inherit the earth; not now, for that would contradict all Jesus and the apostles taught, but when Jesus returns to earth to establish his rule. 

				In volume 2 of this series (chapter 10), I have listed all the verses in the New Testament that refer to the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven (that is; the kingdom within us now, and the physical kingdom when Jesus returns to earth). I will, at the end of this chapter,  put only those verses that refer to the physical kingdom that will be established when Jesus returns.

				The Kingdom Within a Man

				As I have said throughout this series, there is a kingdom now, and it is the one that John the Baptist and Jesus said was 'very near'. It came on the day of Pentecost when the spirit came and dwelt within them for the first time in history. This kingdom is within a man, and does not come with observation. It is the spiritual life of Christ that he taught in his 'Sermon on the Mount'. It has, of course, outward manifestations, but it is not a physical kingdom that seeks to rule the world. Jesus told us we are not of this world and if we love God we will hate it. Love of mammon is the root of all evil and the basis for all that this world stands for.

				Jesus told the disciples that they would rule the 12 tribes of Israel, but he told them it would be in the regeneration which is clearly the millennial reign and, not throughout eternity. 

				

				Jesus said to them; Verily I say unto you, That you which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

				Matthew 19:28

				

				There are many hundreds of scriptures from the Old Testament prophets that mention the restoration of Israel? These again, can only refer to the millennial reign of Christ; for eternity is spent on a new earth and is a new creation, not a restoration of the old – the old one is completely destroyed by fire and will pass away with all the planets and solar systems. So many of the Old Testament prophecies have not been fulfilled and it is not reasonable to spiritualise them all. 

				To mention just three; 

				

				1. Jesus did not reign in Jerusalem, nor did he sit on the throne of his father David, on his first visit to earth. 

				He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:

				Luke 1:32 

				

				2. Beating swords into ploughshares cannot be eternity, for there will be no farming or work. It can only be fulfilled when Jesus comes back to this earth.

				 

				He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

				Isaiah 2:4

				

				3. Zechariah prophesied that nations will come to seek God in Jerusalem. This has not been fulfilled yet and will not happen in eternity, so again this has to be fulfilled in the last millennium.

				  

				Many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.

				Zechariah 8:22

				

				I believe that most of the scriptures that Christians think are about heaven, are actually about the millennial reign of Christ and his saints. The last 2 chapters of Revelation will tell us much about the new heaven and new earth and I will look at this in detail in later chapters.

				Scriptures about the physical Kingdom yet to come on earth.

				

				The Kingdom of God

				

				Matthew 19:24  And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

				

				Matthew 21:31  Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.

				

				Matthew 21:43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.

				

				Mark 10:15  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.

				

				Mark 10:23-25  And Jesus looked round about, and said unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answered again, and said unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

				

				Mark 14:25  Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God.

				

				Luke 6:20  And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God.

				Luke 7:28  For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.

				

				Luke 9:62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

				

				Luke 12:31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.

				

				Luke 13:28  There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.

				

				Luke 13:29  And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God.

				

				Luke 14:15  And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.

				

				Luke 18:24-25  And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God .

				

				Luke 18:29-30  And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that has left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting. 

				

				Luke 19:11  And as they heard these things, he added and spoke a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.

				

				Luke 21:31  So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.

				

				Luke 22:16  For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

				

				Luke 22:18  For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.

				

				Luke 23:51  (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God.

				

				John 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

				

				John 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

				

				Acts 1:3  To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

				

				Acts 14:22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

				

				1 Corinthians 6:9-10  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

				

				1 Corinthians 15:24  Then comes the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.

				

				1 Corinthians 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither does corruption inherit incorruption.

				

				Galatians 5:21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

				

				Ephesians 5:5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

				

				2 Thessalonians 1:5  Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgement of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer.

				

				2 Timothy 4:1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

				

				Hebrews 1:8  To the Son he said, Your throne, Oh God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of your kingdom.

				James 2:5  Hearken, my beloved brethren, Has not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he has promised to them that love him?

				

				Revelation 12:10  And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

				 

				

				The Kingdom of heaven

				

				

				Matthew 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

				

				Matthew 5:10  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

				

				Matthew 5:19  Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

				

				Matthew 5:20  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

				Matthew 6:10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

				

				Matthew 7:21  Not every one that said unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven.

				Matthew 8:11  And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.

				

				Matthew 13:47  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind.

				

				Matthew 18:1  At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?

				

				Matthew 18:3-4  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

				

				Matthew 18:23  Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants.

				

				Matthew 19:12  For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.

				

				Matthew 19:23  Jesus said unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

				

				Matthew 20:1  For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.

				

				Matthew 22:2  The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son.

				Matthew 25:1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.

				

				Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

				

				Luke 11:2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

				

				Revelation 12:10  And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Jesus stopped half way through the quote from Isaiah. In fact he stopped half way through a verse – at a comma. The whole of the rest of the chapter is about the second coming of Jesus. Again you will see that the two appearances of Christ are divided by good tidings and liberty to the captive, and then a day of vengeance.
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				Chapter 3

				

				A 2,000 

				Year Gap 

				

				They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. But be not far from me, Oh LORD: Oh my strength, haste thee to help me. Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog. Save me from the lion’s mouth: for you have heard me from the horns of the unicorns. - 2,000 years - I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. You that fear the LORD, praise him; all you the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all you the seed of Israel.

				Psalm 22:18-23

				

				He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.- 2,000 years - Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong.

				Isaiah 53:11-12

				Why is it that the first and second coming of Jesus are mentioned so many times in the same passage of scripture, and often in the same verse? It can be very confusing, and many bible students have misunderstood which part is about the first coming and which part relates to his second coming. 

				Israel, in Jesus day, had no idea that God has already planned that his son would come twice to this earth – once as a redeemer, and once as a fearful judge. There are two opposite sides to God's character and the 2 appearances of Jesus will show the world of God's love, and of his judgement. It is impossible to show these two characteristics at the same time, and so God, in his infinite wisdom, planned that there would be 2,000 years between the two demonstrations of his character – mercy and judgement. 

				On hindsight, it is obvious that at Jesus' first coming he came as a lamb, and was meek and mild. He came as a prophet and sacrificial lamb to offer his blood as an atonement for the sins of he world. 

				Much Still to be Fulfilled

				Jesus did not fulfil all that the scriptures prophesied of him, and so these scriptures will have to be accomplished at his second coming, and these are all about his justice and judgement in frightening power and ferocity. I will list a couple of well known Old Testament scriptures to prove this point (note also the pre-chapter scriptures). At Christmas time, we read a passage out of the book of Isaiah that relates to Jesus being born as a child – clearly his first coming, and as a saviour in love.

				 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.

				Isaiah 9:6

				

				However this verse seems out of context, because the whole passage apart from verse 6 is about his second coming. The whole of the rest of the chapter is about the second coming of Jesus as king, and is about justice,  judgement, and the zeal of the Lord. 

				

				For you have broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgement and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

				Isaiah 9:2-7    

				

				Why has the Holy Ghost inspired the prophet to write of this first and second coming in the same passage? It is obvious the prophets did not know about the 2 appearances of Jesus, and why should they? The two appearances were in the same passage and it is entirely understandable that without divine revelation those in Jesus day were looking for the Messiah to fulfil the whole passage about him. They didn't realise they were backslidden and far away from God, so saw no need to repent. They were blind and only looking for Messiah to come and destroy their enemies and restore the kingdom to them. Of course, it is the very same today on the eve of his second coming. God's people see no need for repentance, only to take the world for Jesus, and of course themselves. As Isaiah said 'there are none so blind as God's servants'

				

				Who is blind, but my servant? Or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? Who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD’S servant?

				Isaiah 42:19

				Jesus Stopped  at  a Comma

				When Jesus started his ministry, he quoted a passage from the book of Isaiah to claim that he was the one who should come.

				

				The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he has sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

				And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

				Luke 4:18-21

				

				Jesus stopped half way through the quote from Isaiah. In fact he stopped half way through a verse – at a comma. The whole of the rest of verse after the comma, and the rest of the chapter, is about the second coming of Jesus. Again, you will see that the two appearances are divided by good tidings and liberty to the captive, and then a day of vengeance.

				

				The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD has anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

				Isaiah 61:1-3

				

				Of course, after the vengeance at his second coming, God will bring in a reign of peace where he will restore Israel and give them the oil of joy for their mourning  – but it is after his second coming!

				The key to understanding all this is to understand the whole plan of God. Jesus never came to the Gentiles at his first coming, he only came to Israel to restore them, but they rejected him and crucified him.

				

				He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

				John 1:11

				

				But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

				Matthew 15:24

				

				God had a plan for Israel, and it was always that she would be restored when his son came to collect the fruits. The parable in Luke chapter 20 shows us this. After the husbandmen had killed the servants who came for the fruits (Gods prophets), the owner said, "I will send my son for surely they will reverence him and give him the fruits". They killed him also. 

				  

				Then said the lord of the vineyard, What shall I do? I will send my beloved son: it may be they will reverence him when they see him.

				Luke 20:13 (see Luke 20 for the whole parable)

				The  2,000  Year  Comma

				God’s plan was that Israel would accept his son and be restored to greatness again. All Israel, including the disciples who realised Jesus was God’s son, were looking for the restoration of Israel, and for Jesus to sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem. They did not realise that because he was rejected he would not take the kingdom by force, and would willingly pay the price of their rejection of him with his own blood.

				Where am I going with all this dialogue. Well, it is to show that because Israel had not yet rejected their Messiah when the prophecies were given, the first and second coming of Jesus were as one event. Maybe this will not be easy to comprehend at first, but upon meditation it should become obvious.

				God started his plan of love, romance, and family life when he chose Abram from out of Babylon, and made a nation out of his seed. God’s wife was the result of this seed when they became a nation in the iron furnace of Egypt. God will also end his plan with the nation of Israel before he finishes his work upon this earth and creates a completely new one. I believe, in God’s mind, there has never been a gap between the first and second coming of his son, and that is why in the verse quoted from Isaiah 61, there is only a comma that separates the two events. Of course, a comma is meant to cause a small gap in a sentence – but not a break in the flow, or to change the subject. 

				It is All Relative

				Time is relative, and because our life-span is for just about 70 years, we tend to measure everything in relationship to this fact. However, God is eternal and his perspective is so very different. If we were to draw a line representing 100 years then 70 years will be a long part of the whole, but if we draw a line that represents 1 billion years then 70 years will not even be seen as a dot or a comma on the line. Although 2,000 years is a long time to us, to God it is just a comma in time and does not stop the flow of his plan. When Israel are restored it will be as though they had never rejected him and the years of pain and punishment will fade away.

				 

				When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD has done great things for them.

				Psalm 126:1-2

				                          Grafting in the Gentiles

				

				When Jesus comes the second time to Israel, the 2,000 years will just snap together and carry on from where it left off. This 2,000 years gap only allowed  the Gentiles to come into the family of God. If Jesus had been accepted at his first coming, his reign would have started and he would have restored the kingdom to Israel. God knew the hearts of Israel were hardened. When he came unto his own and his own received him not, it allowed the Gentiles, who accepted the sacrifice of God's son, to be grafted on to the olive tree – the true branches were only cut off for a season. When the branches are grafted back again the olive tree will continue as before. It is the same tree and not a new one. There is only one tree and it is Israel. The tree has not died and will flourish again with its re-grafted branches,  along with the 'wild olive branches' that were grafted on in Christ.

				This has great implications for our study, for if it is true that Israel will carry on when they are grafted back onto the olive tree, then we will still be under the old dispensation in the millennial reign of Christ. We will be back under the law – just as Israel would have continued if they had accepted their Messiah when he came the first time. As new, amazing, or even crazy as this may sound to many readers, I can find no other explanation to all the scriptures about this restoration of Israel in this 1,000 year period. I will of course go through these scriptures as we progress this idea.
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				2,000 years is just like a comma to God

			

		

	
		
			
				There can only be one possible way to describe a rule with a rod of iron – a military dictatorship. Let us not forget that Jesus will take over this world by a military coup, and not by political means. He will not negotiate peace, and he will not declare it. He will establish peace by force, and he will maintain it by force. Nothing less than this will describe a rule with a rod of iron.
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				 Chapter 4

				 

				Restoration – not Re-creation

				

				Restore; 1. To bring back into existence or use; re-establish: restore law and order. 2. To bring back to an original condition: 3. To put (someone) back in a former position: 4. To make restitution of; give back: restore the stolen funds.

				

				Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

				Isaiah 51:11

				

				The people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: you shall weep no more: he will be very gracious unto you at the voice of your cry, when he shall hear it, he will answer you. 

				Isaiah 30:19

				If Israel are to be restored when Jesus comes again, we need to look at the prophecies to see how this will materialize. It is no good using our imagination or what we have been told. We have to base our view on the scriptures. What do they say about this restoration of Israel? 

				A Nation and a King

				It is obvious, from all the prophets, and Jesus' own teaching in the New Testament, that Israel will again be restored as a nation and have a king. When Jesus had risen from the dead and appeared to the disciples, the first question they asked him was, "Lord, will you at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts 1:6). He did not say that this would not happen, nor that the kingdom would be given to the Church. He said that it was not for them to know the time of this restoration – clearly indicating that he would indeed restore it some time in the future. What is also clear from scripture is that Jesus will be the king of Israel and sit on the throne of his father David in Jerusalem. Many scriptures show this. Here are just a few.

				

				Behold, the days come, says the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgement and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

				Jeremiah 23-5-6 

				Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgement and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

				Isaiah 9:7

				

				And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgement, and hastening righteousness.

				Isaiah 16:5  

				

				He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David 

				Luke 1:32

				

				And I will clothe him with your robe, and strengthen him with your girdle, and I will commit your government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. 

				Isaiah 22:21  

				

				See also Isaiah 52:9 ; Jeremiah 3:17; 

				Zechariah 8:3 ; Zechariah 14:4  

				

				I think most Christians have an understanding of these facts, because many of them are sending their financial support to Israel, at this present time, for the rebuilding of the third temple. Many believe that it has to be built before Christ returns so that he can come and inhabit it. Of course, they are blind to the fact that antichrist will set himself up on this very throne first, and be the 'King of the Jews' and not 'King of Israel' – he will be worshipped as God from this very temple. 

				Ezekiel's Temple

				Whether Jesus will come to the temple, that is at present in preparation, or a new one that will be built when he comes, I do not know, but to spiritualise this temple, and Jerusalem, will not fit into the concept of a restored nation of Israel, ruled with a rod of iron. For sure, the temple described in the book of Ezekiel has never been built up to this time in history and it's description in chapters 40-48 is all in the context of the restoration of Israel (Chapters 36-40). I believe this is the temple that will be established in the millennial reign of Christ. To spiritualise Jerusalem and the temple is to embrace Catholic doctrine. Here is a quote from their teachings. I have made bold the statement that so many Christians have been deceived into believing. This is part of replacement theology.

				

				We do not believe that present day Israel is the same spiritual entity as the historic Israel before the time of Christ. After the crucifixion, the curtain of the Jewish sanctuary was torn in two (Mark 15:37-39, Luke 23:44-46, Matthew 27:51) which was God tearing his cloths. At that point, a transfer of authority happened and we believe that the fledgling Church became the New Israel.

				The Catholic Catechism Article 63 

				It is not unreasonable to ask why Jesus will need to use the law and force in his reign? Logic will again help us. Satan will be bound for the whole 1,000 years, but scripture does not say that his demons will be bound with him, and if they are still on this earth, then men will still be tempted, will sin, and be rebellious in their hearts towards God. That is why he will need a rod of iron.

				At this present time Jesus is our high priest and intercessor, but when he leaves the courtroom in heaven and descends to earth, there will be no advocate in the courtroom of God to intercede – grace will have finished forever. Never again will 'grace through faith' be permissible. After the 1,000 years have expired then the whole universe is destroyed, and after the 'Great White Throne' judgement, we will start eternity on the new earth where there will be no more sin and therefore no grace needed. 

				In this millennium, Jesus will be king and judge, not saviour and intercessor. The dispensation of grace will be over, and the Gentiles will have had their chance to be grafted on to the olive tree of Israel. This is why the gospel of the kingdom has to be preached in this present dispensation, for when Jesus comes it will be too late; the kingdom will never be preached again. 

				Just before the judgements start, an angel – not the Church – will preach the everlasting gospel to everyone on the planet. No one will have an excuse for all will hear this last gospel message.

				

				And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people

				Revelation 14:6

				He Shall be Called

				When Jesus comes again he will be called the 'Word of God'.

				

				And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.

				Revelation 19:13

				

				Paul says that all things were made by him – that is the word – and for him. God created everything by his word and it is 2,000 years ago that God's word became flesh. God planned the kingdom for Jesus, as his inheritance, before the foundations of the earth. God wanted a family that would last forever. No father leaves an inheritance for themselves, it is for their children – notably their sons. 

				Remember that God will be on his Sabbatical and not present here on earth in this millennium. Jesus will be called God. The titles that Isaiah wrote in his prophecy are about the restoration of Israel, and the government of Jesus.

				

				For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

				Isaiah 9:6

				Jesus will be called God in the millennium.

				Righteousness by Faith?

				Will there be salvation in the millennium of Christ? I believe that there will, but it will be through the blood of animals again and not the blood of Jesus. It will, as has been from Adam, righteousness by faith,  because no other righteousness is acceptable for salvation, but Israel will have been restored and the time of the Gentiles finished forever. Without  the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness for sins, and so the blood of animals will again atone for sins. I know this will sound a backward step and impossible that God would not have salvation by grace, but we must remember that this is a restoration of Israel and not a time of the Church as we know it. The 'Church Age' will have finished forever. God's plan started with Abram and his church Israel. God's plan, on earth, will finish with Israel and not the Gentile Church. 

				In this light it is only reasonable that things should be reversed and restored, and a careful study of scripture will confirm this. All the scriptures in the Old and New Testaments agree, that when Messiah comes, he will rule the nations with a rod of iron. Here are two of them to consider.

				

				You shall break them with a rod of iron; you shall dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.

				Psalms 2:9

				 

				And out of his mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treads the wine press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

				Revelation 19:15

				A Rod of Iron

				Those who reign with Christ are also given this promise to rule the nations with this same rod as Jesus. The Church in Thyatira, were told this would be their reward if they overcame. 

				

				And he that overcomes, and keeps my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

				Revelation 2:26-27

				

				This is a little different than most Christians have imagined, for they have not really thought through what a rule of iron will mean. There can only be one possible way to describe a rule with a rod, and that of iron ...a military dictatorship. Let us not forget that Jesus will take over this world by a military coup, and not by political means. He will not negotiate peace when he returns, and he will not declare it. He will establish peace by force, and he will maintain it by force. Nothing less than this will describe a rule with a rod of iron. This of course alters the whole concept of the millennial rule, for it means that the world will not be controlled by grace, but by strict law, with penalties for breaking them (a law has no effect without punishment for breaking it). That is the 'curse of the law', that Paul says we are free from under grace. We still sin under the reign of grace, but because sin has been dealt with we are freed from the curse of the law – that is, the punishment for breaking it. Paul is quite clear about this and tells us that because Christ became a curse for us we are free from this curse. In other words, he suffered the consequences for our law breaking.

				

				Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.

				Galatians 3:13

				Under the Law

				The nation of Israel were never under the rule of grace, and if Israel are restored, it follows that the original rule will continue. It is not a refurbishment, but a restoration and the word restore means 'to bring to the original state'. The following scriptures clearly reveal that this will not be a time of grace on the earth, but a time of strict discipline and punishment. There is no other way that these scriptures will fit. 

				

				And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

				Isaiah 2:3

				And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

				Micah 4:2 

				

				Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgement to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgement unto truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgement in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

				Isaiah 42:1-4

				

				Jesus, in his Sermon on the Mount discourse, has a whole portion on the law and the prophets. He says that until heaven and earth pass away not one jot or tittle of the law will pass – heaven and earth will not pass away until after the reign of Christ and his bride.

				

				For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore, shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

				For I say unto you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

				Matthew 5:18-20

				

				This means that until the earth is destroyed by fire – after his reign – the law will stand. Remember that the law is fulfilled by two statements. 'Love God and love your neighbour as yourself'. In the next millennium, if the law is not written on a person's heart then they will have to come under the discipline of the law, and will not be able to hide behind grace as so many Christians do in this present dispensation. It is not surprising, in this context, that the above scripture says that those who keep the law and teach men to keep it will be called great in the kingdom. This can only apply to the millennial kingdom that is soon to be established.

				Sacrifice and worship

				The prophecies of Zechariah tell us much about the reign of Christ under this rod of iron, and many Christians will be surprised that it talks about the feasts of the Old Testament being operative. This is obvious once we accept that this rule is one of law and not grace. In this present dispensation of grace, God can be sought anywhere and at any time, but under the law only in Jerusalem could people seek God and so it is not surprising, scriptures about the restoration of Jerusalem, under Christ, also confirm that this will again be the case.

				

				For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, said the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, says the LORD.

				Isaiah 66:22-23

				

				Yes, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.

				Zechariah 8:22

				God's Feasts

				I have already stated that the feasts will be reinstated when Israel are restored and many scriptures proclaim this.

				

				And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoever will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

				Zechariah 14:16-18

				

				The description of Ezekiel’s temple can be none other than the temple that will be rebuilt for the reign of Christ. It is different than the temple of Solomon, and the whole context of the passages surrounding it are referring to the restoration of Israel and of its king. After the design had been given to Ezekiel he is told about the sacrifices that should be initiated in this temple. 

				  

				Thus says the Lord GOD; In the first month, in the first day of the month, you shall take a young bullock without blemish, and cleanse the sanctuary ...In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, you shall have the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.

				From Ezekiel 45:18-21

				

				Chapter 44 of Ezekiel tells us that the Levities, because they led Israel astray, will be relegated to caretakers in this temple, and the sons of Zadok will be the ones to approach and minister to the Lord and offer sacrifices for sin.

				

				And they shall not come near unto me, to do the office of a priest unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy things, in the most holy place: but they shall bear their shame, and their abominations which they have committed. But I will make them keepers of the charge of the house, for all the service thereof, and for all that shall be done therein. But the priests the Levities, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, says the Lord GOD: they shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table, to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge.

				Ezekiel 44:13-16

				Offerings for Sin

				They will kill the sin offerings and, as in the old dispensation, the priests will be allowed to eat the meat of the offerings.

				

				They shall eat the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the trespass offering; and every dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs.  And the first of all the first fruits of all things, and every oblation of all, of every sort of your oblations, shall be the priest's: you shall also give unto the priest the first of your dough, that he may cause the blessing to rest in your house.

				Ezekiel 44:29-30

				I have included many scriptures in this chapter because scripture is the basis of our faith rather than our denominational bias and dogma, and we must base our opinions on the bible alone. I have included a long passage at the end this chapter. It is clearly about the restoration of Israel for it has not yet been fulfilled. Notice that it talks about the feasts being a joy to Israel. 

				

				Thus says the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in my eyes? Says the LORD of hosts.

				I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country; And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. Let your hands be strong, you that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, for the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. 

				And it shall come to pass, that as you were a curse among the heathen, oh house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and you shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. For thus says the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, says the LORD of hosts, and I repented not: so again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear not. 

				The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace. Thus says the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: and the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. 

				Yes, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts; in those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

				Zechariah 8:3-22

				

				For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, oh my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgement to rest for a light of the people. My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and my arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on my arm shall they trust. 

				Isaiah 51:3-6

				  

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				This restoration and redemption of the whole creation must include the trees, flowers and everything that is alive. I wonder if, when the bible talks about the trees clapping their hands and the mountains skipping, it is more than a poetic figure of speech, for all creation is held together by the spirit of God and all matter is only a manifestation of his spirit. 
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				Chapter 5 

				

				Redeemed at Last 

				 

				No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up there, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there.

				Isaiah 35:9

				

				For the earnest expectation of the creature waits for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who has subjected the same in hope, because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

				Romans 8 19-21

				

				Not only will Israel be restored in the millennial reign of Christ, for we are told that the whole creation will also be redeemed in this period of history. Paul spends much of chapter 8 of his letter to the Romans explaining this 1,000 year period and what it will mean to the animal kingdom and the whole of creation. He starts in verse 17 by telling the believers in Rome that they are now children of God and because of this fact they are to be joint-heirs with Christ in his coming kingdom. 

				

				The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

				Romans 8:16-17

				

				This means that they will inherit the spiritual body in the first resurrection, and also partake of Christ’s inheritance – which is to rule the heathen in the next millennium. The following verses from Psalm 2 are clearly talking about Jesus and his future reign on earth

				

				Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the LORD has said unto me, You are my Son; this day have I begotten you. Ask of me, and I shall give you the heathen for your inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for your possession.

				Psalms 2:6-8

				The Creatures are Still Waiting

				Paul then goes on to talk about the animal kingdom. He says the creatures are waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God. These sons of God can only mean the new resurrected saints at the first resurrection. In the bible, 'creature' always refers to the animal kingdom and not to human beings. He says they have an earnest (which is an old word meaning  'anxious and persistent expectation', or 'deposit with the expectation that the remainder will duly be paid') to see this new creation. Paul says, that the animal kingdom was subjected to the curse, not willingly – they did not sin, but were cursed because of Adam’s sin – but with a hope of this resurrection of the saints. I believe that the animal kingdom are more spiritual that most Christians realise and have more hope of the resurrection. They know that when the first resurrection occurs then they will also be redeemed from their bondage brought about by the curse of God after Adam sinned.

				

				For the earnest expectation of the creature waits for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who has subjected the same in hope, because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

				Romans 8 19-21

				The Restoration of All Things 

				Paul then says an amazing thing; he states that the whole creation groans and travails – this is like the birth pains – waiting for this redemption, together with Christians who understand and also groan for this redemption of the body. In other words the redemption of our physical bodies. Paul says we have the first fruits, or the deposit, that is; our spirits have been redeemed, but we are waiting for the rest of our salvation, which is the redemption of our mortal flesh. 

				

				For we know that the whole creation groans and travails in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, that is, the redemption of our body.

				Romans 8:22-23

				The Mountains will Skip

				This restoration and redemption of the whole creation must include the trees, flowers, and everything that is alive. I wonder if, when the bible talks about the trees clapping their hands and the mountains skipping, it is more than a poetic figure of speech, for all creation is held together by the spirit of God and all matter is only a manifestation of his spirit. 

				Maybe we should look at these scriptures in a new light. Things cannot groan and travail without spirit – dead things feel no pain. Both the verses below are in the context of the restoration of Israel in the millennial reign of Christ and his bride.

				

				For you shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

				Isaiah 55:12-13

				

				Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together before the LORD; for he comes to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.

				Psalm 98:7-9

				

				When Isaiah is prophesying about the coming kingdom he also talks about the curse being lifted from the earth. 

				

				The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

				Isaiah 11:6-9

				

				This scripture from Isaiah is in context of the  restoration of Israel and not eternity!

				Confusing

				Let me again repeat, that the first and second coming of Jesus are recorded together. It confused Israel in Jesus' day and is still not understood by Christians and bible scholars today, because they have preconceived ideas, brought about by their denominational indoctrination. So it is with the millennial reign of Jesus, and eternity on the new earth. The two events are often in the same scriptures and even the same verse. Unless we look at these passages without doctrinal bias we will never be able to separate what is for the 1,000 year restoration on the old earth, and the new perfect creation on the new earth for eternity. 

				Isaiah 65, is a classic example of this. Verse 17 says God will create a new heaven and a new earth and the old will not be remembered any more. This is obviously the new creation that John shared with us in the book of Revelation. 

				

				And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

				From Revelation 21:1-4 

				The Old or the New

				The next verses in Isaiah seem to be about the same new heavens and earth and this would seem logical as it follows immediately on. However, there is a distinct gap and verses 18 to 25 are not about eternity but the last 1,000 years of this old earth. How can I be so sure? There are a few reasons, and I will list them below for you to consider for yourself. Read the passage slowly and then consider my points. 

				

				For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 

				Isaiah 65:17

				

				This is certainly the new creation after heaven and earth pass away. The next verses however, must be about the millennial reign.

				

				But be glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that has not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed. And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, says the LORD.

				Isaiah 65:18-25 

				

				1.	It talks about enjoying the 'work  of your hands'. I don’t think that any theologian thinks that we will work in the new earth for eternity.

				

				2.	 It talks about sinners, and again surely no one believes that sinners will inherit eternal life

				

				3.	It talks about death, and we know that death and hell are cast into the lake of fire before the new heavens and earth are created, so there will be no more death on the new earth. 

				

				Read the passage carefully, and it is plain that after verse 17 it can only be applied to the 1,000 restoration of all creation on this present earth. Maybe it is a good time to remind the reader that God’s time line stretches from eternity to eternity and 1,000 years is as a day. God always has the finished plan in his mind and often he mentions it before he shares an event that is to happen before the end of the plan. 

				To us 1,000 years is a long time, but to God it is so short that it is like a second to us and not a period of history as we would consider it. We must always bear this in mind when we are talking of the plan of God and events that are still to happen.

				Not Perfection Yet

				To round up all this; we can say that when Jesus comes and restores all things it will be another step towards perfection, but not the fullness. The millennial reign will not bring creation back to a pre-sin state, for the law will be administered, animal sacrifices will atone for sin, and death will still reign. We will have to wait for the new heavens and earth for paradise to be manifest again, and even this will not be the same as at the time of Adam and Eve, for many will have a spiritual body which is different than the body Adam had. He was of the earth and carnal, but many will have a spiritual body. But we will now have to leave the subject of eternity for later in the book when we are dealing with the very end of God’s plan of love, romance, and family life.

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Most of the Christians I have met believe that all those who are 'saved' will be in this kingdom, and all will reign with Christ, but this is not biblical or even logical. It is not reasonable to think that billions of saved Christians could reign. It would only take a small number to control the earth especially if they had spiritual bodies; so who will qualify to reign.   
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				Chapter 6

				 

				The Great Reversal

				

				Oh Zion, that brings good tidings, get up into the high mountain; Oh Jerusalem, that brings good tidings, lift up your voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

				Isaiah 40:9-10

				

				If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us. 

				2 Timothy 2:12

				

				Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! For so did their fathers to the false prophets.

				Luke 6:26 

				

				When Jesus comes to this earth the second time, there will be a great reversal of all that exists. Just when the 'Man of Sin' is finally worshipped as God and is seated in Jerusalem, he will be deposed, and Jesus will take his place. Not only will the 'Man of Sin' be expelled, but those in his government who held all the ministerial positions will be removed and another group of people will take over the kingdom. The kingdoms of this world will literally become the kingdom of Christ.

				

				And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

				Revelation 11:15

				

				The book of Daniel also prophesies this, and says that the saints of the most high will take over the kingdom. 

				

				...behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed ...But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.

				From Daniel 7:13-27

				

				What a shock it will be to those who thought they were secure, and in power. This reversal is obvious to many Christians who understand that Jesus and his saints will take over the government of this world. What is not so obvious to today's Christians is the question; who will make up this government and who will be in this kingdom? Most of the Christians I have met believe that all those who are 'saved' will be in this kingdom, and all will reign with Christ, but this is not biblical, or even logical. It is not reasonable to think that perhaps billions of saved Christians could reign. It would only take a small number to control the earth – especially if they had spiritual bodies – so who will qualify to reign? The Christians who are striving to become influential and powerful in today's politics will be removed when Jesus comes. Those who want the power, the kingdom and the glory now will lose all they have attained while Satan is god of this world. Only those who strive and prepare for the coming kingdom will reign with Christ.  

				The Kingdom is Not by Faith

				The shock to most Christians is that the Kingdom that Jesus brings with him is not obtained by faith. It is obtained by how we live, and which kingdom is inside us. We are not talking about eternal life on the new earth, for that is obtained by faith in the atonement of Jesus and possibly billions of people will qualify for this. We are talking about the reign of Christ and his saints on this present earth. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth from many who are saved, when they realise they are outside this kingdom. Jesus warned the Pharisees, who were God's people and should have qualified for the kingdom, that they would be thrust out when the kingdom was established.

				

				Which of the two did the will of his father? They said to him, The first. Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.

				Matthew 21:31

				

				There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.

				Luke 13:28 

				

				Jesus told many parables about the kingdom and he spoke in plain language in the Sermon on the Mount about the coming kingdom that he would establish. He speaks about another reversal and this will surprise many of those who think they will reign with Christ, and have power. Not all those who are saved will reign with Christ for there is a clear distinction in the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles about this reversal. Those who reign with Christ are those who have suffered with him.

				If children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

				Romans 8:17

				  

				Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgement of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer.

				2 Thessalonians 1:5

				

				Jesus comes to set up his kingdom, and those who suffer and are called evil and are falsely accused for Christ’s sake, will have a great reward. Those who want their riches and fame in this life – their kingdom now – will have nothing to show except wood, hay, and stubble when Jesus brings his kingdom. This is the great reversal that Jesus taught, and is missing from the teaching in our Churches today. The following verse is spoken to his people, and disciples at that, not the Gentiles.

				

				But woe unto you that are rich! For you have received your consolation. Woe unto you that are full! For you shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! For you shall mourn and weep. Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! For so did their fathers to the false prophets.

				Luke 6:24-26 

				

				Contrast this with the following verse;

				Blessed are you, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

				Matthew 5:11-12

				

				Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

				Matthew 5:10 

				

				If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us. 

				2 Timothy 2:12

				

				It is the meek who inherit the earth and not the unteachable or rebellious. 

				

				Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the  earth.

				Matthew 5:5

				

				It is the humble who inherit the kingdom and not the proud.

				

				Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the

				kingdom of heaven.

				Matthew 5:3 

				

				So many of the parables are about this reign, with its rewards and punishments. "Be over 10 cities"; "You wicked and slothful servant". There is no mention here about faith and grace. Rewards are for works or they are not rewards, they are gifts.

				The parable of the rich man and Lazarus is a good example of this reversal, for this is not a parable about eternal life, for the rich man in torment asked for someone to preach to his family on earth. In eternity,  this old earth will be no more. He was told that those on earth had Moses and the prophets, but Moses and the prophets will not be available in eternity to help anyone. This parable is about the works of the rich man – not his faith. It was how he lived and how things will be reversed when the kingdom comes (the parable is in Luke 16).

				The Sabbath Rest

				Paul warns us in the book of Hebrews that many of Israel did not enter the promised land because of unbelief, but it is not by chance that he calls it entering into 'their rest'. It is a type of the Sabbath rest that is available to those, who are faithful (Read Hebrews 3:39 to 4:11). Notice that Paul talks about labouring to enter that rest. This is not about faith – it is about works for sure.

				

				Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.

				Hebrews 4:11

				

				There is a very challenging passage in Luke's gospel, where the Sermon on Mount is put across in a different way than Matthew 5-7. Jesus told the disciples they should seek the kingdom that is in the future. Therefore, they should live as pilgrims and not worry about their status and well being in this present world.

				

				Seek the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell that you have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that fails not, where no thief approaches, or moth corrupts.

				Luke 12:31-33

				

				He warns them to be alert and watch for the kingdom, so that the day will not catch them out. He says it will happen when they're not expecting it.

				

				Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; and yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he comes and knocks, they may open unto him immediately ...Therefore be ready also: for the Son of man comes at an hour when you think not.

				From Luke 12:35-40

				

				 He then illustrates this principle of preparing oneself with a frightening analogy. He says that a servant who did not know his Lord's will is going to be punished with stripes, but someone who knew his Lord's will and did not prepare himself will be beaten with many stripes.

				And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whosoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.

				From  Luke 12:47-48

				

				My point for including these words from Jesus is to emphasise the statement, which although I have read many times have missed in this illustration 'and did not prepare themselves'. These words from Jesus are the whole point of his statements. It is for us to prepare ourselves for the judgement seat of Christ, for those who know God's will and do not prepare themselves have a fearful encounter with their master ahead of them. Let me encourage the readers of this book to labour whilst it is still day, and work the works of him that commissioned us. Let us deny ourselves, take up our cross; and follow him. Let us despise the treasures of this life and put treasures in heaven so that we can boldly say with Paul; "I have run the race, I have fought the fight, and I know a crown is awaiting me". Paul was not looking for a crown to wear throughout eternity. He was working and looking for the rewards of the kingdom – to reign with Christ. 

				

				Dear Lord, help us to do the same whilst we still have breath.

				

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

				1 Corinthians 15:28
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				Chapter 7

				

				At the 

				End of the Day

				

				Then comes the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.

				1 Corinthians 15

				

				And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

				Ezekiel 39:6

				

				The millennial reign of Christ is the fulfilment of the prophecy of the 7th day of Creation and this day of the Lord will last 1,000 years. Jesus will reign in righteousness and peace. We now have to ask how this reign will end, for the reign of Jesus Christ on this earth is not for eternity, it is only a temporal one. When the 1,000 years have been accomplished, then Jesus will hand the kingdom back to his father, so that God can be God. God has always been greater than his son, and will be even throughout eternity.

				

				Then comes the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

				 From 1 Corinthians 15:24-28

				

				You have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If you loved me, you would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.

				John 14:28

				 The Last Battle

				This millennium started with a war – the battle of Armageddon – where Jesus defeated antichrist, and the beast, and an angel exiled Satan to be bound in the bottomless pit during his reign. 

				

				He laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled. 

				Revelation 20:2-3

				Satan Loosed Again

				When Jesus hands authority and the kingdom back to his father, then Satan will be loosed from his prison because the end of this dispensation also ends with a battle, and Satan himself will lead this army.

				

				..and after that he must be loosed a little season.

				Revelation 20:3

				

				Satan will gather the world armies to fight against Jesus and the saints in Jerusalem. The last battle ever to be fought will be this one between Satan with his   armies of the world, and Jesus and his saints in Jerusalem. It will be over very quickly for God will intervene and destroy all the armies with fire that comes down from heaven.

				

				When the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.

				Revelation 20:7-9

				Revelation 20 mentions Gog and Magog, but who do these ancient names represent? There is much that could be said about these two tribes and what they represent, but it would take a whole book to explain, so great is the subject. I will mention just one area of reference to hopefully stimulate the reader to do their own research. 

				Gog & Magog

				The London Guildhall has 7 foot giant statues of Gog and Magog in its main hall. Gog and Magog have been declared the protectorates of London, and have been associated with the city from the time of 1554. The Lord Mayors yearly parade in the city of London includes two giant statues of Gog and Magog. Their mythical history goes back to Roman times and the Nephilim of Noah's day. It is interesting that, in a letter from the Sanhedrian of Israel in 2008, it called George Bush 'Meshech' and 'Tubal' which are mentioned in Ezekiel 38, along with Gog and Magog. (Document at the back of this book)

				The prophecies of Ezekiel say much about Gog and Magog and I suggest the reader looks at chapters 38 and 39 for they are all about two ancient tribes. As with all Old Testament prophecies the first and second judgements are all in the same context. Read the chapters carefully and you will understand more fully, because many other nations are grouped with these two names. Although these chapters are applied to the first battle – Armageddon, the same nations are mentioned again in Revelation showing that the nations of Gog and Magog are judged by God again along with all their sons. When God rains fire down from heaven and destroys the armies of this world then its leader, Satan himself, will be punished once and for all. Satan is the third person to be cast in the lake of fire. The False Prophet and antichrist are cast into it at the beginning of the 1,000 years and Satan will join them at the end of this millennium. 

				

				And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

				Revelation 20:10

				

				The devils will also be cast to this lake of fire because we are told that the lake of fire was prepared of God for them.

				

				Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.

				Matthew 25:41

				

				Although the day ends with this battle and judgement of Satan, there is an event still to take place that will end this whole creation and prepare for the new one. I will look at this in part 2.

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				Part 2

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				

				The Final 

				Judgement
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				Introduction 

				

				Destroyed by Fire

				

				Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

				Luke 21:33

				

				And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

				Revelation 20:11 

				

				Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven.

				Genesis 19:24 

				

				All things come to an end, and God’s wonderful creation, after 7,000 years, will finally have served its purpose. The curtain will fall for the last time and there will be no more scenes to be played out – either in the heavens or the earth – it is all part of his divine plan. The old always has to make way for the new to appear and be established. God’s plan was to work for 6,000 years and rest for his Sabbath. Jesus will take over as the God of this world, and then hand the kingdom back to his father. 

				This will be the most important and exciting time in history; for all that has happened up to this point has only been to bring the plan of God to fruition. The creation of Adam and Eve and the fall into sin, the redemption of mankind by the blood of his own son, the resurrection, and the period of the Gentiles to be grafted on to the family of God, the whore and counterfeit Jews who try and establish their own king of the Jews, all lead up to this point in history. 

				Now that all power and authority has been handed back to the Father by Jesus, then God will destroy this planet, the stars, and our whole solar system, and the unfathomable galaxies yet to be discovered will melt away and be totally destroyed by fire.

				Sodom and Gomorrah

				This has been prophesied in the Old Testament by the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire. 

				

				The LORD rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire out of heaven.

				Genesis 19:24 

				

				It is a warning to us in these last days.  Jude reminds us that the sexual perversion that is prevalent and increasing throughout our world will result in the same fiery destruction.

				Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

				Jude 1:7

				Flood or Fire?

				The flood in Noah’s day destroyed the whole earth, but it was a cleansing and a purging by water and the heavens were left intact. The earth remained, although in a very different form. When the earth is destroyed by fire, after the last millennium, it will cease to exist. The very elements will melt and atomise and nothing will remain of the whole universe. The scriptures make it clear that it is the heavens and the earth that are destroyed by fire.

				

				They willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: but the present heavens and the earth, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgement and perdition of ungodly men. 

				2 Peter 3:5-7 

				

				Peter says twice more in the following verses that it will be the heavens as well as the earth. He says it of the day of the Lord, but we must remember that the day lasts 1,000 years and the destruction is included at the very end of this day.

				

				But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

				2 Peter 3:10

				

				Looking for and hastening unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 

				2 Peter 3:12

				

				There is an amazing scripture in Revelation 20.    

				

				And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

				Revelation 20:11

				

				I have read this scripture many times, but last year it leaped out to me; the face of God initiated this dissolution by fire. I have been amazed at the description of Jesus, that John saw on the Isle of Patmos, when he turned around to see what the noise was. His eyes were as flames of fire and his feet like burnished brass, but when God arises to judge the whole universe with all its corruption and abomination, his anger will be of unbelievable ferocity and intensity. He will have been long-suffering for 7,000 years, and the built up emotions will erupt into a passion undreamed of. When the anger in his heart reaches his face, the whole universe will just melt with fervent heat and atomise. It says that when Jesus returns in anger, men will run to the rocks and hide and ask the mountains to cover them from his fierce wrath. This will be nothing compared to God's anger, and not only men, but the whole heavens and earth will flee away. 

				Am I over stating this judgement? On the contrary – it is not possible to describe the terror and fear that will invade the whole universe of people, creatures, and elements, when they see the anger in the eyes of God (look at Numbers 11:1, Numbers 16:35; Deuteronomy 4:24; Deuteronomy 32:22; and Jeremiah 15:14 for more scriptures connecting God’s anger with consuming fire).

				It Must be Complete Destruction

				Why is the description so graphic, and why does every atom of this universe that God created, and said was 'very good', have to go? Can it not be reformed and restored. The answer is a very definite "NO!". God did this in the time of Noah and a few generations later he had to scatter the people throughout the earth for the system of Babylon had started to manifest. The only lasting solution is to destroy completely and create new heavens and a new earth. Every atom of this old earth has been corrupted by the rebellion of man and of angels and everything has to go. The new one will again be perfect, but the possibility of sin will not be there and I will explain this later in the book.

				Now there will be no earth or heavens – only God, and those who are with him in the 3rd heaven. Flesh and blood will not exist at this time, but there is one more event that has to happen before God starts his new creation.

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				After this judgement of Satan and his angels, God will sit on his great white throne to judge all who have lived and died from Adam to that time. This judgement will be for eternal life with God, or eternal damnation with the devil and his angels. There are no rewards, and no chastisements – it is a final judgement that will last for all eternity. 
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				Chapter 8

				

				White Throne Judgement

				

				...he has prepared his throne for judgment.

				Psalms 9:7 

				

				And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.

				Ezekiel 1:26 

				

				The Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.  A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.

				Daniel 7:9-10

				There will be nothing living or breathing in flesh and blood. All life forms and all matter will cease to   exist, after heaven and earth pass away. However, there is one last thing God will do before he starts the 8th day of eternity, and it is as big an event as has happened since creation. The cross and resurrection were pivotal in history, but they were a 'means to an end'. This event is the end for God will set up his throne of judgement and decide the eternal fate of all men since creation. 

				Who Will be Judged?

				The first category of those to be judged is Satan and his angels. Immediately after the battle has been decided, Satan will be cast into the lake of fire to be tormented for eternity and will join the beast and the false prophet who have been there from the beginning of the millennium. God did not make the lake of fire for human beings, it was only made to show his wrath on Satan and his angels. I believe people will go by default when they are rebellious. I have always believed that the lake of fire was not made for sinners. God always made a way for sinners to be redeemed by blood throughout history. The lake of fire was for rebellion, and anyone who refuses the free gift of eternal life is rebellious, and aligns himself with Satan who is rebellious.

				After this judgement of Satan and his angels, God will sit on his great white throne to judge all who have lived and died from Adam to that time. This judgement will be for eternal life with God, or eternal damnation with the devil and his angels. There are no rewards, and no chastisements – it is a final judgement that will last for all eternity. 

				

				And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

				Revelation 20:11

				Daniel Saw This Event

				Daniel also saw a vision of this event. Notice the similar imagery to that which John saw on the isle of Patmos when he turned and saw Jesus (Revelation 1). Fire is used to covey the fearful judgement to come

				

				I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.

				Daniel 7:9-10

				

				We now have to decide who will appear for judgement before this throne. Before we do this I need to show that there will be people who will not be at this judgement. This may surprise some readers, but I think that it will be obvious once we look at the situation carefully. This judgement is to see who qualifies to live forever on the new earth. Therefore, those who have been in the first resurrection and have an eternal body will not need to be judged for eternal life for they already have it. A spiritual body cannot die and all those who are in the first resurrection will have the new eternal body. This is supported by the following verse from Revelation 20. 

				

				Blessed and holy is he that has part in the first resurrection: on such the second death has no power...

				Revelation 20:6 

				

				The second death is the lake of fire.

				

				But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

				Revelation 21:8 

				Saved – But Flesh and Blood

				There will be millions of Christians who are saved by faith, but they will not reign with Christ and therefore will still be in flesh and blood. Surely there will be those who are 'righteous by faith' in the millennial reign of Christ who still have mortal bodies.

				I was brought up to believe that when the dead small and great were raised to meet God, they would have immortal bodies to be in heaven forever, or the lake of fire forever. However, I cannot find scripture to back up this belief. I cannot believe that God would raise up wicked people with a spiritual body and I can't find a scripture that even implies this (if you are not sure, then wait until I explain about the new heaven and earth and things should make sense).

				Those who have the immortal bodies at the first resurrection will not need to stand to see if their names are in the book of life for they already have that life – a spiritual immortal body.

				The End of Death and Hell

				We are told who will be judged, and it includes all the dead who have lived from the time of Adam to the time that heaven and earth depart – I would think as many as 15 billion people – this number includes all those who have died at sea. All the graves will have to deliver their spoils up to God. Up to this point in history, death and hell had a legal right to hold all the dead, but now they have to surrender that right. Death, and the grave, will present their inhabitants to God for the final judgement. All the graves will be empty for eternity.

				

				I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. The sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

				Revelation 20:12-13

				

				When death and the grave have delivered their dead, then they themselves will be judged and cast into the lake of fire. The last enemy of mankind – death and hell – will be destroyed forever. 

				

				The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.

				1 Corinthians 15:26

				

				And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

				Revelation 20:14

				

				The above verses need thinking about, for how can the grave and death be cast into the fire. They do not exist as any physical place (we are talking here about the place that the dead are held until the judgement. Hades is the Greek word that hell, or the grave, are translated from in the New Testament) Because they are cast into the fire we can only conclude that they are indeed places, rather that states of mind. They are literal spiritual places. This means they do exist literally, but not in time and space, or have anything to do with the laws of matter. 

				It is not by chance that the devil's counterfeit of spiritual places also exist. In the Narnia tales by C.S.Lewis, the children go through a door (a wardrobe) into another world – real, but spiritual. Alice through the looking glass is the same idea – that we can get to the 'other side' through a gateway, mirror, or door. John on the isle of Patmos did the same. An angel told him to 'come up here', and a door was opened in heaven. 

				

				After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will show you things which must be hereafter.

				Revelation 4:1

				

				This was a gateway to the literal spiritual realm of God. This is where Paul went and he called it the 3rd heaven – the spiritual dimension. Not a vision, but a real place, not governed by the laws of matter. This is what the tower of Babel was all about – a gateway to heaven – Satan's realm. The spiritual realm is a realm where things are more real than those things consisting of matter, but are 100% spiritual in their reality.

				This place – death and the grave – that hold the dead, will be empty and God will have no more use for it so they are cast into the lake of fire.

				What is the Criteria for Judgement

				The criteria for judgement will surprise many readers, for it is very clearly stated that those who are judged will be judged on their works, and not on their faith in the blood of Jesus as would be expected.

				The mistake comes from the belief that the book of life will be opened and if a name is in it, because of faith in the perfect life of Christ, that person has eternal life, and if their name is not in the book they will be cast into the lake of fire. The problem is that John, in Revelation, was told that there was a book of life, but also other books that would be opened at this judgement, and these are books of the works of every man and woman on the planet since Adam was created. God keeps a record of all our works in books, ready for presentation at this last judgement.

				

				And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

				Revelation 20:12-13

				

				How do we reconcile these verses with our doctrines. It is not difficult if we use logic. It is very clear from scripture that those who have their names in the book of life will inherit eternal life and their names are in the book because of faith, and not works. Those whose names are in this single book will have been judged for their works at the beginning of the millennium by Jesus and will have been rewarded or punished accordingly so that they will not be 'judged with the world' (see, 1 Corinthians 11:31-32). Now, they face God, not for rewards or punishment, but to enter eternal life. Everyone whose name is in this book of life enters eternity and will dwell on the new earth. It is also clear that everyone who does not have their name in this book will be cast into the lake of fire as the following verse makes plain.

				

				And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

				Revelation 20:15

				

				Why does God then need to bring the books of works to this judgement? It is simply; because God is just. The criteria for eternal life is to be 100% righteous. Those whose names are in the book fulfil this, because the righteousness of Christ is imputed for their faith – they qualify. All those who do not stand in the righteousness of Christ have to be assessed for their own righteousness and the only way to be assessed is by their works – and no one will qualify. God is just and he will give them a chance to justify their 'righteousness by works', by recording all their works for them. The books will be opened, and sadly all their works will be as filthy rags. Not one person who has lived on the planet will be able to justify themselves before God by their works; that is their own righteousness, for he will have the proof of their works in writing. Not one person will qualify by their own works, but a just God will be seen to be absolutely fair. That is why he keeps a record of everyone's works. 

				Thank God

				What a wonderful salvation we have, and what an unimaginable relief to know that we will not have to account for our works for entrance to eternity if we have faith in God and his atonement for our sins. God's plan of love is perfect and he will demonstrate his love to those who trusted in him, and accepted his offer of grace, throughout eternity.

				The verses from Revelation 20 that we have been looking at in this chapter are all about the fate of those who are not in the book of life. There is no mention of the fate of those who are in the book. We will have to wait until we look at chapter 21 in part 3 to see what happens to those named in this book of life.

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Is it possible that the fire of God’s love could be ecstasy to those who are embraced by it, and hellish torment to those who are rejected by it? Could it be the same fire? Surely, there could be no more painful torment than to face eternity without love when you have been exposed to God and the fullness of this love. 
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				Chapter 9 

				

				

				Fire & Brimstone

				

				Hell – Translated from the Greek ‘Gehenna’

				Hell is the place of the future punishment called "Gehenna" or "Gehenna of fire". This was originally the valley of Himnom, south of Jerusalem, where the filth and dead animals of the city were cast out and burned; a fit symbol of the wicked and their future destruction.

				Strongs 1067

				

				But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

				Revelation 21:8 

				

				We know, from scripture, that all those whose names are not in the book of life will end up in the lake of fire, but what do we really know about this place? Is it a place of physical torture, or is it spiritual anguish? Is it a spiritual state of mind, or a physical place of burning fire? Will these people who are banished to it have a spiritual, immortal body, or will they be in flesh and blood? There are so many unknown factors in our understanding when we start to think about this place, and I suppose most Christians have never really thought it all through. I for sure do not have all the answers, but maybe we can at least open ourselves to possibilities using the word of God as our guide.

				A Consuming Fire

				It is an interesting fact that God himself is called a consuming fire – this is a strange description when we realise that damnation and the second death are also called a consuming fire. Paul reminds us in Hebrews of this fact.

				

				For our God is a consuming fire.

				Hebrews 12:29

				

				He is quoting Deuteronomy 4:24, in the Old Testament, and the fire in both quotes is not against God’s enemies, it is a warning that God is a jealous God and will consume his own if they disobey him (as in Leviticus 10:2 and Numbers 16:35).  

				Is it possible that the fire of God’s love could be ecstasy to those who are embraced by it, and hellish torment to those who are rejected by it? Could it be the same fire? Surely, there could be no more painful torment than to face eternity without love, when you have been exposed to God and the fullness of this love. Remember, there will be no Satan and devils to torment people in the lake of fire, so who will torture them? Satan and his angels, will also be tormented. This fire can only come, and be, from God himself!

				The Blessed Hope

				Throughout the epistles, the transformation from flesh and blood to an immoral, or spiritual body, is described as the blessed hope of the church (hope is stronger than faith for it believes God for his promises when it has no part in its fulfilment – unlike faith where we have an active and obedient part to play). Here are a few examples;

				

				Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

				Titus 2:13 

				  

				Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy has begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

				1 Peter 1:3

				

				And every man that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure.

				1 John 3:3 

				

				(See also; Acts 2:26; Acts 24:15; Romans 5:2; 2 Corinthians 3:12; Colossians 1:27; 1 Thessalonians 4:13; Titus 1:2;  1 Peter 1:13;  1 Peter 3:15.) 

				

				I have checked the context of these scriptures and believe they are all talking about the metamorphosis that will happen to those in the first resurrection. If this is the hope of all those who 'live godly in Christ Jesus', then I cannot believe that unregenerate sinners will also have a new eternal body to face God at the Great White Throne. It makes more sense to me that they will have to stand in their flesh to face God, especially as they are to account for their works – which again makes sense for them to be in the same body in which they have done their works – their flesh. When they are damned, because their own righteousness could not save them, again it is not reasonable to think that God would then immortalise them with an eternal body for eternity. 

				A Different Body

				Remember, those who are in the first resurrection metamorphosis into another form – as different as a grub is to a butterfly. Paul chides the Corinthians for not understanding this fact. Most Christians seem to believe that those who are in the first resurrection will have their own body, but it will be immortalised, perfect, pain free, and will live forever.

				

				You fool, that which you sow is not made alive, except it die: and that which you sow, you sow not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may perhaps be of wheat, or of some other grain, but God gives it a body as it has pleased him, and to every seed his own body ...There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.

				 From 1 Corinthians 15:36-39

				  

				Paul says a similar thing to the church in Phiippi.

				

				Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

				Philippians 3:21

				

				So the flesh and blood of those in the first resurrection will change into a glorious body of a completely different order. It is not reasonable to suppose that those who are damned have a similar body. It certainly would not be a glorious body to be damned, so what form would it take? 

				Fire Destroys

				The bible calls this second death a 'lake of fire', and Jesus often referred to it with the Greek word 'Gehenna', which was not a mystical place, but a literal place south of Jerusalem, where rubbish and dead animals were thrown, known as the valley on Himnon. We need to think about this as an allegory, for Jesus and all those who lived at that time knew about this place that never stopped burning. The first thing that we should consider, is that the bodies thrown into it would not be burning forever, they would be destroyed. They would exist no more. Jesus talked about this destruction in Matthew's gospel when he was sending the disciples out, as his ministers, to do his work.

				

				And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell (Greek word used is Gehenna).

				Matthew 10:28 

				Destruction – Olethros

				Paul agrees, that for those who are condemned by God, their end is the destruction of their flesh.

				

				..enemies of the cross of Christ whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things. 

				From Philippians 3:18-19

				

				The word 'destruction' in the above verse is the Greek  word 'olethros' and means destruction of the body. It is the same Greek word translated as destruction, in the passage where Paul said they should hand over a man's body for 'the destruction of his body' that he – his spirit – would be saved in the final judgement (he had been sleeping with his father's wife and would not repent of it).  

				

				To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

				1 Corinthians 5:5 

				It is very clear to me that the bodies of those who are cast into the lake of fire will be destroyed forever. This is consistent with the thought that they will stand before God in their flesh and then be thrown into the lake of fire, in their flesh, to be destroyed forever. It would also make sense that the bible calls the 'lake of fire' the second or final death. I believe it  will be the end forever of their human bodies. However, Christians believe that the spirit cannot die, and so the flames of this fire would destroy the body, but the spirit would live on – not with a  indestructible immortal body, but as a disembodied spirit able to feel all the spiritual pain, but having no means to express it. 

				An Irreversible State

				The feeling of emptiness, lostness, and utter fear at this irreversible state would be torment indeed. A lost soul in outer darkness forever is to me the most hellish state I could ever dream of. The book of Jude describes it like this;

				

				Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.

				Jude 1:13

				

				I believe when the bible talks about wailing and gnashing of teeth it is always the spiritual anguish and utter remorse of the spirit. This, I believe, applies equally to the spiritual pain for those rejected from reigning with Christ at his Judgement at the beginning of the Millennium, or to those cast into that lake of fire at the end of the millennium at the Great White Throne judgement.

				

				And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

				Matthew 13:42 

				What About the Fate of Devils

				Satan and his angels will be in this place also and will suffer the same fate. 

				 

				And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

				Revelation 20:10

				

				The devils do not have their own bodies, as far as my understanding of scripture goes, for they always seek to enter into God’s creation. It seems that the devils in Jesus time, when in possession of a human body, had a great fear of being cast out. There is an incident, recorded in Luke's gospel, where Jesus tells us that they wander in dry places seeking to enter human bodies again. 

				

				When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walks through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, I will return to my house that I came out of.

				Luke 11:24 

				Notice that these devils want to return to 'their house'. This is the dwelling place for devils – our house of flesh. Spirits can only manifest through God’s creation and when heaven and earth have passed away, they will be wandering stars with no hope of ever expressing themselves throughout all eternity. This will be an eternal torment. Devils do not have a body of flesh and blood, and so fire and brimstone cannot affect them, it has to be a description of the spiritual burning that they will experience, and I believe this is the torment that they fear. They once cried out in appeal to God when Jesus cast them out. They knew their final fate, but challenged Jesus not to cast them to this place before the time appointed.

				

				And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with you, Jesus, Son of the most high God? I adjure you by God, that you do not torment me.

				Mark 5:7

				

				And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with you, Jesus, Son of God? Are you come here to torment us before the time?

				Matthew 8:29

				The Rich Man and Lazerus

				I briefly mentioned the parable of the rich man and Lazarus in the chapter on the 'great reversal', but it would be wrong of me to finish this chapter without correcting the mistake people have made regarding this parable. The mistake is to think that the parable is about the state of these two men in eternity. It cannot possibly be after heaven and earth pass away, for the rich man asks Abraham to go to earth and speak to his brothers. There will be no earth to go to if he is in the lake of fire. 

				Abraham told him that they had Moses and the law, and of course Moses, the law, and everything physical will also have vanished after this earth passes away. This parable therefore, can only be applicable to either this present time or the millennial reign of Christ, and I believe it is the latter for the following reasons;

				

				1. Abraham told the rich man 'they have Moses' law' and that’s the only thing they will have in the reign of Christ, as I have shown. Grace will have finished during Christ's millennial reign

				

				2. The millennial reign is the great reversal and this is what happens to the rich man and Lazarus.

				

				3. The word used for hell in the text is 'Hades' which is the grave or place of the dead and not 'Ghennah' which is the lake of fire.

				

				And in hell (Hades) he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and sees Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

				Luke 16:23 

				

				Whatever you the reader decide, it is impossible that the rich man is in the lake of fire and eternal torment when he makes his appeal. 

				After this judgement there will be a completely new creation of heaven and earth and this is what I will look at in part 3.
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				All Things New
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				Introduction 

				

				A Long Journey

				

				 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

				Romans 8:14 

				

				For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

				1 Corinthians 13:12

				

				In 2007, I finished volume 6 of my series on 'Radical Christianity', which was based on the Sermon on the Mount. The next year (2008), I went away to teach, and book write in Belgium, and I had in mind to write a booklet on 'The World’s Greatest Lie' (exposing the myth that there is a battle between good and evil or Satan against God). This booklet had been on my mind for a few years, and my son Nathan had already designed a cover for it. 

				I began to type what I thought was the first chapter about the great plan of God that would included Satan, but found that I had embarked on the present series of books on 'Israel, the Church and the Kingdom of God'. It was never my intention to do a series on this subject, it just developed as I wrote, and planned the next few chapters. I believed that each volume would be the last one. My friends laughed at me as I assured them that I was going away to finish the last volume, only to come home with another volume and still plenty to write about. However, after 4 years, 6 volumes and 7 conferences later, all about this subject, I can with assurance, state that this is the final volume. We have planned the last conference on this subject for October 2011.

				Revelation Just Came

				I have just spent an hour, in a friend’s garden in Scunthorpe, England, meditating on this last part of this last volume. It has been a very long journey and I have enjoyed every minute of the researching, discussing this great subject with valued friends, my wife, and my children, and studying areas of scripture and this present world system that I knew little about. I have been amazed at the revelation that has come to me in this 4 year period. I felt quite, almost empty, realising that the project was coming to an end and that it will be impossible to continue with the subject – as I am already beginning to write about the new heaven and earth, and eternity. 

				On hindsight, I can see that God had been preparing me for this project the year before I started it. I had been asked to minister at a camp meeting in Breslau, Ontario, Canada, by my good friend Ralph Ruttledge.  I was one of 4 speakers if I remember correctly. I cannot even remember the names of 2 of them, but one of the speakers was a lady called Gwen Shaw, whom I had heard of and seen, but never ministered with. I had an amazing week. I don’t know how the congregation remember it, but Gwen and I seemed to be preaching the same message. I would teach and then it seemed as though she finished the sermon and vice-versa. I have never experienced this before or since that time. Whether Gwen Shaw felt the same doesn’t really matter, for I am sharing how it affected me. 

				New Sermons

				I hardly slept that week. God woke me up every night just after I had gone to sleep and gave me wonderful revelation about the plan of God, the bride of Christ and the end times. I came home full of new revelation and zeal, and straightaway started teaching some of it – such as ‘The Bride and the Dragon’, and 'Its later that you think!'. Since that time I have had an urgency, that has remained with me, and a realisation that we haven't much longer for this planet to exist. The bride must get herself ready for Christ to return for her. 

				I now realise that much of what was gendered that week in Canada has found its way into this series, and that eventful trip was all orchestrated by God. Isn’t he wonderful to us poor forgiven sinners. Without his revelation I would be wallowing in the 'traditions of the elders', or to bring the phrase up to the 21st century – I would still be trapped in the doctrines of denominations. 

				Credits are Due

				I have not given credits at the beginning of any of the 7 volumes of this series, but as this is the last one I feel I also need to acknowledge that my family and friends have also contributed in differing ways to the revelation I received during the writing of this series. 

				Firstly, my wife Joanna, for her inspiration and thought provoking challenges to what I have written. My two sons Nathan and Izaac and daughter Tamar, who never complained when I disappeared frequently, out of their lives, for a week at a time to book write (I think they secretly enjoyed the freedom). 

				I find it difficult to write in the office and my friends in Belgium, Martine and Gilbert Kerremans kindly let me use their house whilst they are away working in Brussels and I frequently take advantage of their kindness; it has been a great blessing. I have also, for the last few volumes, used the house of Stephen Whitehead in Scunthorpe and again it has been a haven for me.

				I would not have been able to put all I have about the new heaven and earth and millennial reign of Christ without the many challenging and revealing conversations I had with George Hayes, as we drove there and back to Lincolnshire each month to teach in a little village called Dorrington – a 6 hour round trip. Much fruitful and enlightening insight has come from these journeys and conversations. I would never have included chapter on Esau (Volume 6, chapter 9) if I hadn't mentioned it to George in passing, which resulted in my looking further into it, and seeing it as a vital piece in the jigsaw of the plan of God. 

				Finally, I would like to thank all those who have come under my teaching in house groups around the world, who have supported and prayed for me as I studied and wrote. They were all a contributing factor to this series.

				This 3rd, and last part, of this book is about the new heaven and earth, and there will be nothing more I can write about on this subject. I will be part of it, and I will 'know as I am known'. The former things will have passed away along with the tears and pain, but I am sure I will be blessed with the memories of this life and its trials, for how can memories, which are spiritual, die. I hope I will spend aeons marvelling at how God preserved my life countless times, that I had no idea about, and rejoicing at his mercy and love toward me, a sinner. 

				Well, forgive my meandering, but I feel as though a little of my own feelings are not amiss at this stage in the volumes.

				Back to Reality

				Part 3 of this volume is, I suppose, the most exciting part of the whole series for everything comes to its fulfilment. Of course, so it should be for in any book on the subject of love romance and family life. Everything ends up perfect after all the pain, fears, misunderstanding, and tears. The new heaven and earth will be a time of Great satisfaction to God. He will see the fulfilment of his great and detailed plan, that was hatched before he spoke the first atom into being. Jesus will also be wondrously happy to have his bride with him, and he will cleave to her throughout eternity. The cost he paid to purchase her will be a happy memory for him also, and of course all those who suffered with him on this earth will be eternally joyous and grateful. 

				Let me now start part 3 by looking at this new and  wonderful creation that God has planned for those who love and serve him.

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				I mentioned in a previous chapter that there is a realm of Satan that is also spiritual, and not governed by the laws of matter. There is a gateway to this realm, through drugs, or meditation, or the use of a trigger such as a looking glass, but they are all ways of entering the other side.

				

			

			
				
					[image: tree%20single.jpg]
				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Chapter 10

				

				

				Paradise - The Third Heaven

				

				In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he did fly.  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

				Isaiah 6:1-3

				

				But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built?

				1 Kings 8:27

				

				Before I look at the new creation that John saw in his amazing vision whist on the Isle of Patmos, I want to write about the place Paul called 'the third heaven' – he also called it 'paradise'.

				

				I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knows), such a one caught up to the third heaven. How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which are not lawful for a man to utter.

				From 2 Corinthians 12:2-4

				

				There are many wonderful and varied doctrines and traditions about this place called Paradise, but the word is only used 3 times in the New Testament and there are no descriptions of this place to help us understand it, except that Paul says, he heard 'unspeakable things' when he visited it. There is however, a strong clue, and that is that he calls it the 'third heaven'. I am convinced that this is the place where God dwells. Paul said that he did not know if he was in his body or out of it, but I am sure of one thing, he entered another realm – the realm of the spiritual. 

				How Far to Find God?

				I used to believe that if we could go far enough into space we could find this heaven where God dwells – I know, in reality, man could never travel to the end of this physical dimension – but now I am convinced that this third heaven is a spiritual place and is another realm not governed by the laws of matter. This means that it is not in any place in the physical realm and so is nowhere and everywhere, if you can understand what I am trying to say. It has no physical dimensions and does not fill any physical space. 

				Above the Laws of Creation

				The laws of the physical creation, such as mathematics or chemistry, do not exist in this spiritual place. This does not make it a shadowy place of floating spirits, but a literal place where food is consumed, and bodies are as solid as ours. Of course these bodies can manifest however they want in the physical realm, as angels often did when they entered the material world. I know this sounds almost like how a spiritualist medium would talk, but do not forget that Satan only counterfeits the real.

				When Jesus came back to earth after his resurrection he was now a person of this order, but he had a literal body and ate natural food with the disciples. He told them he had flesh and bones.

				 

				Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hasn't flesh and bones, as you see I have.

				Luke 24:39

				

				He did not have blood, for we are told that the life of natural flesh is blood, and a spiritual body would not need this to exist. However, although he was solid and the disciple felt him as he suggested they should, he could disappear or manifest when the doors were shut and the walls were solid stone. 

				And as they spoke, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and said unto them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.

				Luke 24:36-37

				

				It came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

				Luke 24:51

				

				Jesus was the first fruits of this new order, and we know that 'when we shall see him we shall be like him'. This is the body that the bride of Christ will have in eternity, for they will be one with Christ after the marriage consummation. I am not saying that this place where God now dwells is in a mystical state of being, for I believe it to be just as solid as anything made out of matter, but it is spiritual and therefore we can not find it in the natural realm. This is the realm that Paul was permitted to enter, but of course it was Gods spiritual realm, and it has nothing to do with the physical dimensions that we are limited to in this first creation. That is why it is not somewhere in the natural creation of the heavens and the earth. 

				The Counterfeit

				I mentioned in a previous chapter that there is a realm of Satan that is also spiritual, and not governed by the laws of matter. There is a gateway to this realm, through drugs, meditation, or the use of a trigger such as a looking glass, but they are all ways of entering the 'other side'. 

				When the heavens and earth are destroyed by fire, then all those who have lived from Adam to this time, whose names are not in the book of life, will be in the lake of fire for eternity. All those whose names are in the book of life will already be in the third heaven, the spiritual place outside of matter, for that is where everyone is judged by God at the Great White Throne. I believe the majority of this category of people will be in flesh and blood, and will number countless millions. John saw this crowd in his vision as they worshipped God.

				

				After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and tribes, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and they cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.

				Revelation 7:9-10  

				

				 When asked by an elder who they were, John said he did not know. He was then told they had come out of great tribulation. 

				

				And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? And where did they come from? And I said unto him, Sir, you  know. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation

				Revelation 7:13-14

				Not Jacob's trouble

				I do not believe this is referring to the tribulation before Jesus comes – Jacob’s trouble, which I have shown in the previous volume to be for Israel, and not the whole world (of course the whole world will suffer the wrath of God when the vials are poured out). This great multitude will come down to the new earth when it is created to live for eternity, as the elder explained to John. 

				

				Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sat on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

				Revelation 7:15-17

				

				The tense changes in this passage from present, to future when the angel says 'shall'. At this present time they are serving God in his temple for there will be no temple in the new earth. The parts I have emphasised show that the elder is referring to the new earth, for it is the same terminology as the description of this new creation in revelation 21 and 22 as I will show in a later chapter. 

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				What will this new creation be like? Will it be a physical earth like the first one that God put man in charge of – a carbon copy but without the presence of sin? Or will it be a spiritual earth not governed by the laws of our present creation and ruled over by men with spiritual bodies?
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				Chapter 11

				

				The New Earth

				

				And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

				Revelation 22:1

				

				And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God gives them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

				Revelation 22:5

				

				Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may ...enter in through the gates into the city.

				Revelation 21:14

				

				I think all evangelical Christians believe in the resurrection of the dead. They also believe that one day God will destroy this earth by fire and create a new one (or recreate this old one). God, in the Old Testament, prophesied of this new earth that he would one day create.

				

				For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. Be glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.

				Isaiah 65:17-18

				

				The restoration of Israel, and the new heavens and earth, were often stated in the same context, or even in the same verse, as I have previously shown. Of course, it takes discernment and revelation to understand which part of the verse fits one dispensation and which verse fits another. God knew that Israel believed in the resurrection of the dead, and the new creation, and used the fact to vindicate that he would keep his promise to Israel.

				

				For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, says the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.

				Isaiah 65:22

				God Always Had the Plan

				It has always been in God's mind to create a new heaven and earth, just has he had planned a kingdom for his son to rule over on this present earth, once Jesus had married his bride. This planning was before the foundations of the earth – in eternity past. In the New Testament it is not only the vision of John, in the book of Revelation, that talks about this new creation, for Peter talks to the church about it as a fact. The following statement from him is not a vision; he is explaining to the church what will happen in the future.

				

				Looking for and hastening unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

				2 Peter 3:12-13

				

				What will this new creation be lime? Will it be a physical earth that the first one that God put man in charge of – a carbon copy but without the presence of sin? Will it be a spiritual earth, not governed by the laws of our present creation, and ruled over by men with spiritual bodies? Will everyone be like the angels (sexless), and have a sterile existence with no chance of reproduction; even though God's character is to be fruitful? What do we really know about this new creation from the word of God?

				The First Creation

				Because God destroyed the first earth with a flood, and changed it forever, it is difficult to have a correct picture of how God created the present earth as an ideal place for men to live and multiply, subdue the earth and fill it. However, we do know a few things. For example, it didn’t rain on the earth, and so the cycle of rain and evaporation that we now take as normal was not in place until after the flood – the bible tells us that a mist watered the ground. 

				

				...for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.

				Genesis 2:5-6.

				Destroyed by Fire

				In the time of Noah, there were waters above the earth and below it, which were broken from their boundaries, and they flooded the earth and disfigured it beyond all recognition.

				

				In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.

				Genesis 7:11

				 

				There would have been a wonderful, and perfect temperature all year, for God did not intend man to wear clothes. I believe animals would have been able to talk, for Eve did not seemed surprised when the serpent talked to her (after the animals came under the curse we find Balaam was shocked when God loosed an animals tongue, and his ass spoke to him).   I believe that the new earth will be a physical earth, governed by the same physical laws of matter, but with some differences to the old one. God will not build a garden on this earth like Eden, with a river running out of it, for a city will be the centre of this earth, New Jerusalem, and a river will run out of the city. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil will not be present on the new earth, which means that sin will be impossible. There will be no commandments to break and no tree of this forbidden knowledge to eat of. There will be a tree of life in this new earth, but not in a garden. It will be in New Jerusalem, and I will explain about this city in the next chapter. Another major difference is that there will be no more sea. 

				

				And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

				Revelation 22:1

				One Land Mass

				It seems to me that when God created this earth, before the flood, there was only one land mass, and the present continents are a result of the flood.

				

				And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.

				Genesis 1:9-10

				There will be no light from the sun or moon, because the light of the city – New Jerusalem – will  be the light of the world in this new creation

				

				And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God gives them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

				Revelation 22:5

				God  Will Dwell With Us!

				Another difference on this new earth is that God will no longer dwell in the 3rd Heaven, for he will dwell with his people on earth. God came and walked in the garden with Adam in Eden in the cool of the day. God always wanted to be with the people whom he had created.

				

				Adam and Eve heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.

				Genesis 3:8

				

				In this new creation God will dwell with the people he loves, forever.

				

				And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

				Revelation 21:3

				I have stated in this last volume that I believe millions of people will face the Great White Throne in flesh and blood. That is, they will be resurrected in the same body in which they died. Many will be cast into the lake of fire, but many who have their names written in the book of life will live forever on the new earth. I believe those who make up the bride are translated into a spiritual being of a different order completely, and have no resemblance to a human being (see 1 Corinthians 15:35-44). They will make up the holy city, New Jerusalem, that will come down out of the 3rd heaven (again I will look at all this in the next chapter). These 'saved' individuals, whose names are in the book of life however, will inhabit the new earth in flesh and blood. 

				Nations that are Saved

				What are my reasons from scriptures to support this?

				

				1. It is clear from scripture that the New Jerusalem, that comes down from heaven to the new earth, is the bride of Christ, and this city will be on the new earth for eternity. It is a spiritual and not a physical city, with no need for light of sun or moon, for the lamb, who is now 'one' with the bride and God, are the light of this city. All those 'saved' cannot be the bride because it clearly says that there are 'nations that are saved' on this new earth, and they walk in the light of the city – so clearly they cannot be 'the city'. There are also kings and kingdoms in this new creation.

				And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

				Revelation 21:24-26

				

				2. These 'saved nations' have a right to enter this spiritual city where God, the lamb, and his wife dwell.

				

				Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may ...enter in through the gates into the city.

				Revelation 21:14

				

				They will be able to walk on the streets of Gold, but the bride is the gold, silver and precious stones of this spiritual city as I will show in the next chapter.

				

				...and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.

				Revelation 21:21

				

				The above scriptures show there are two categories of saved saints on this new creation; those who are the bride and those who live among the nations of this new earth.

				

				3.	There is a river of life that flows from this spiritual city and a tree of life in the middle and either side of it. 

				And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of the street of it, and on either side of the river, there was the tree of life,

				Revelation 22:1

				Access to the Tree of Life

				This seems to indicate that the river flows through, or out of, this tree. The bride has a spiritual body; that is an eternal body – they have eternal life in themselves. The 'nations that are saved' have access to the tree of life. Why would they need access to the tree of life? There can be no reason for this if they have eternal bodies. Adam and Eve did not have eternal bodies and would not have lived forever even if they had not sinned – they had to eat of the tree of life to continue living and not age. That is what would have kept them alive for eternity, and not that they had eternal bodies or eternal life in themselves. 

				As soon as they had sinned, God cut them off from this tree so that they would die; as he had warned them. God was so protective of this tree, once they had sinned, that he put them out of the garden completely, and put Cherubims, and a flaming sword to stop access to this tree. After the flood the garden was lost forever.   

					

				But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it: for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die. 

				Genesis 2:17

				And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever. 

				Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden ...and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

				From Genesis 3:22-24

				Spiritual Bodies

				That is why these nations on the new earth will live forever, not because they have spiritual bodies but, because they will have access to this same tree of life. There can be no other explanation as to why this tree of life is in the new creation. 

				

				4. This tree also has leaves that are for the healing of the nations. 

				

				...and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

				Revelation 22:1-2

				

				A spiritual immortal body does not need any healing. The tree of life was in the garden of Eden to allow mortal man in flesh and blood to live forever as an ageless person. This tree of life will do the same for those who are the 'saved nations' on the new earth, but this time there will be no fall of man, and the creation will live forever in this idyllic state, where the whole earth will be like the 'Garden of Eden'.

				Spiritual and Physical Together

				I have claimed that in this new creation the physical and spiritual realms can exist together. This should not be questionable to those who know their bibles, for this is the status quo in this present creation. No one would dispute that an angel is in the spiritual realm and is a spiritual eternal being, yet they can come to earth and eat our food as scriptures show (see Genesis 17). God himself walked in the garden with Adam, and Paul, who was flesh and blood, couldn't tell if he took his body into the third heaven, or left it on earth.

				The fact that we don't see angels walking about this earth it is not because they cannot enter it, for the scriptures show that they can and do. It is because they choose not to manifest themselves. When they do, they sometimes appear as men, act as men, and are visible to people and the animal creation.

				There seems to be another class of people on this new earth – 'servants' who serve God and have had his name in their foreheads. Who are this group of saints

				

				And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: and they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.

				Revelation 22:3-4

				

				These verses are part of the description of the heavenly city, but seem to me to be a different category from those who make up the nations that are saved, and who bring their glory into the spiritual city. These  seem to live in the city and serve God. Who can they be? I think a clue is the 'name' in their foreheads, for there were 144,000 who were described as having God's name in their forehead in Revelation  14.

				

				I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father’s name written in their foreheads. 

				Revelation 14:1

				A Different Group

				These are not the same group of 144,000 who were sealed in their foreheads, for they were listed as the 12 tribes of Israel in Revelation 7.

				

				...and there were sealed an hundred and forty four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.

				Revelation 7:4

				

				There is an incident in the book of Ezekiel, which is prophetic, where a man dressed in linen, and with an ink horn in his hand, was told to mark all those who sighed for the abominations that were being done in Israel, on their foreheads. They were not sealed but marked. 

				

				And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst.

				Ezekiel 9:4

				Not Sealed?

				It does not say that this group of 144,000 were sealed, it says they had their fathers name written on their foreheads. I believe these are a special group of people as the scriptures clearly differentiate them from all others.

				

				...And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.

				Revelation 14:3

				

				The description tells us more about this elect group.

				

				These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb where ever he goes. These were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.

				Revelation 14:4-5

				

				This group follow the lamb so it must exclude them from the bride, who are now one with Christ and no longer follow him as 'two have become one'. The description is similar to another group, I have already mentioned, in Revelation 7. They cannot be the same group for this group are without number.

				

				I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands ...And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sits on the throne shall dwell among them. 

				Revelation 7:10-15

				More Than Floating Spirits

				I am not claiming that I have included all groups, or that my interpretation is perfect. My point in discussing these things is to show that there are more than floating spirits and spiritual bodies on this new earth, and there are clearly more than just people in heaven and people in the lake of fire.

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				It would be good here to say that the Churches that we have built since Jesus' time have been built entirely on man's designs and imaginations, and there is much occult symbolism in them. The higher the Churches – such as cathedrals – the more overtly occult influence can be seen in the structures.
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				Chapter 12

				

				The New Jerusalem

				

				

				And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  

				Revelation 21:1

				

				For this Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answers to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.  

				Galatians 4:25-26

				

				Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See,  says he, that you make all things according to the pattern showed to you on the mount.

				Hebrews 8:5

				

				The Tabernacle in the wilderness was not built on  men designs, it wasn't Moses' idea, for there was clear instructions from God concerning the whole buildings. 

				

				And look that you make them after their pattern, which was showed you in the mount.

				Exodus 25:40

				A Detailed Plan from God

				These instructions to Moses were very detailed for they were built on a pattern, or blueprint, that already existed. Paul, lets us know that it was a pattern of the Jerusalem in heaven. 

				

				Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: make all things according to the pattern showed to you on the mount.

				Hebrews 8:5

				

				This was also the case with David’s temple that Solomon built. David gave details of the design to his son so that he could build the temple –  he had blood on his hands and was not permitted to do the work  but he prepared all the materials – and was given the design by God.

				

				All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern.

				 1 Chronicles 28:19

				It would be good here, to say that the Churches that we have built since Jesus time have been built entirely on man's designs and imaginations, and there is much occult symbolism in them. The higher the Churches – such as cathedrals – the more overtly occult influence can be seen in the structures. 

				It is clear from the New Testament that the temple of God is now 'within a man', and there should be no buildings prepared for God to now dwell in. If Christians meet, and they are instructed 'not to forsake the assembling of themselves together', they should not do so in religious buildings for we have no mandate or pattern for building them. As soon as we put any religious artefacts or symbols, such as a cross, altar, or special table for the communion, into a building then we misunderstand entirely what the new covenant is all about and what is now the building – temple of the holy Ghost – our own body.

				

				What? Don't you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which you have of God, and you are not your own?

				1 Corinthians 6:19

				

				If God, at this present time, has no temple made with hands then all religious buildings (of any religion), become pagan in God's eyes. I find it strange that evangelical Christians name their meeting places as temples and tabernacles, such as 'Kensington Temple' or 'Bethshan Tabernacle'. I am not intending to be over critical here, I am just making the point that our whole thinking has drifted far away from what Jesus intended us to be and how we should live in this world. The traditions of our denominations are no different than the traditions of the elders that Jesus so often challenged. These elders thought they were in 'the light', custodians of the truth of the word, and 'fundamentalists' – this category are always the most blind in any generation.

				The Heavenly City

				We must now look at the New Jerusalem that John describes in his vision. Revelation 21 starts with John seeing the new heaven and earth. This is just after the final judgements at the Great White Throne. Our present heaven and earth will have been destroyed by fire and God will create new heavens and a new earth. 

				

				And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

				

				Then, John sees New Jerusalem coming down to the new earth out of heaven. This implies it is separate from the rest of this new creation and already exists for it obviously comes down from the 3rd heaven.

				

				And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

				Revelation 21:2

				

				This is the place where God dwelt throughout the time of the first creation, but now an amazing thing will happen. Instead of all those who will live forever going to be with God in heaven for eternity, he is going to come down from heaven and dwell on the new earth. I know most Christians believe they will spend eternity with God in heaven, but they have been misled. God will spend eternity with his people on the New Earth, for the next verse makes it very plain.

				

				And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

				Revelation 21:3

				

				This New Jerusalem is the spiritual city of God that will be in heaven at this time. It is a spiritual city and not governed by the laws of creation. However as I have stated many time in this series, spiritual things are just as solid and real as physical things, but are from a different dimension, and can coexist with the physical realm. This city will be a permanent resident on the New Earth, and the nations of those who dwell on this earth will have access to it as I showed in the last chapter.

				The description John gives us, says that it comes down as a bride prepared for her husband. This is the lamb's wife, those who are now part of that spiritual realm. They will have been changed from mortal to immortal, and they will be the city where God will dwell. God and the lamb will be the light of this city and it will lighten the whole earth. 

				The city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God lightened it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.

				Revelation 21:23

				

				There shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God gives them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

				Revelation 21:5

				New Jerusalem

				An angel told John that he would show him the bride of the lamb and he carried him away to a mountain to show him this bride – but, he showed him a city. This is proof that New Jerusalem is the bride.

				

				And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.

				Revelation 21:9-10

				Paul writing to the Galatians, who were Gentiles, says some interesting things in Chapter 4. He is warning them not to come under the law; meaning bondage to the dead letter, and is comparing the seed of the flesh and the seed of the spirit, using Ishmael and Isaac as an allegory. He compares Sinai, and the law, with Jerusalem, and freedom. He states that at their present time Jerusalem, that should be free, is in bondage.

				

				Tell me, you that desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law? For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bond maid, the other by a free woman.  But he who was of the bond-woman was born after the flesh; but he of the free woman was by promise. Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which genders to bondage, which is Hagar. For this Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answers to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.

				From Galatians 4:21-25

				

				He then says an amazing thing that is applicable to this subject of spiritual New Jerusalem. He says that 'Jerusalem above' is the mother of us all.

				

				But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.

				Galatians 4:26

				

				Paul carried on about not being drawn into bondage of the law after he has dropped that bombshell, but what can it mean when he says 'the spiritual Jerusalem in heaven is the mother of us all' – surely 'us all' means Israel and Gentiles, now that they are 'one new man' (read all Ephesians 2).

				This is a big subject and we could fill another book with this fascinating study alone, so I will just put some thoughts here for those who would pursue it further. 

				Two Become One

				I shared in volume 1 (chapter 8 - The Conception of a Priest and King), about Jerusalem being symbolic of the womb of Israel, and the consummation between God and his wife Israel to produce a son. God called Israel his wife in the Old Testament, and we know Jesus is the husband of the church. However, when all is fulfilled and the spiritual comes down to the New Earth, then all will become one, for there will not be 2 wives of 2 husbands throughout eternity.  Israel and the bride who become spiritual beings and have spiritual bodies will be spiritually 'one'. 

				This is why millions of people – once they are no longer flesh and blood but a spiritual being, can all be the bride of Christ. That is why Paul could say that the spiritual Jerusalem in heaven is the mother of us all – of both Jew, and Gentile, or Israel and the Church. 

				This is the city that the father of our faith, Abraham, was looking for – not the physical, but spiritual city. What an amazing man who could see past 4,000 years of the future, through the eyes of faith, past the cross and resurrection, and the passing away of this planet, to the spiritual realm. No wonder he is the father of faith. We would do well to follow in his footsteps instead of criticizing him for producing Ishmael.

				I will not go any further here because it may confuse rather than edify, but I encourage the reader to study, or meditate, upon these things for it can change your whole attitude, perception of God, and the spiritual realm; which as Christians we are supposed to live in. 

				John describes this city in detail, but our problem is that he can only describe it in physical terms – it is impossible to describe anything spiritual, for spiritual things have to be spiritually discerned. All emotions and spiritual experiences, indeed anything that is outside the physical realm, have to be described in metaphorical or symbolic terminology. I challenge any reader to describe, for example, hate or jealousy in literal physical terms. We can only describe the consequences of the spiritual experience and not the experience itself.

				The Symbolism of this City

				We have to put on our 'spiritual hat' to understand the symbolism of this city. It is literal, but spiritual. Again a whole book could be written on the description of this city, but here are just a very few of the symbols.

				First I should mention the gates to this city. There were 12 (3 on each of the 4 sides), and each gate had one of the names of the 12 tribes of Israel.

				

				And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel.

				Revelation 21:12

				This shows that Israel are part of this spiritual city. There will no longer be physical Israel, any more than there will be a physical bride of Christ. They have been changed into incorruptible beings and make up this city. The gates are made of pearls, symbolising the suffering of this nation over the millennia.

				

				And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each individual gate was of one pearl: On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.

				Revelation 21:13

				Two Become One

				The foundations of this city have the names of the Apostles of the lamb. Here we see, with the inclusion of the bride into the city, that Israel – God’s wife in the flesh, and the church – Jesus' bride in the flesh, are now one in the spiritual realm.

				

				And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

				Revelation 21:14

				

				Paul tells us, in Ephesians, that although we are still in flesh and blood at this present time, we are one with Israel in the spirit and are a building of living stones awaiting the transformation from physical to spiritual. The foundations of this building are built on the apostles and the prophets – covering the foundation of the two covenants.

				...you are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together grows unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom you also are built together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

				Ephesians 2:19-22

				

				The foundations were made up of 12 precious stones. The very same stones as were in the breastplate of judgement, that the high priest after the order of Aaron, had to wear. 

				

				And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.

				Revelation 21 :19-20

				

				And you shall set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones: the first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be the first row. And the second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond. And the third row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst. And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: they shall be set in gold in their inclosings. And the stones shall be with the names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of a signet; every one with his name shall they be according to the twelve tribes.

				Exodus 28:17

				

				 The city walls were of Jasper and the city was pure gold, as were the streets of this city.

				

				And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. ... and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.

				From Revelation 21:18-21 

				

				The symbolism of this whole city is of gold, silver and precious stones. This is not just a fairytale mythological apparition from the mind of Walt Disney – this is reality. These stones and precious metals are how God sees Israel and the church in spiritual terms. I have previously looked at 1 Corinthians 3 where Paul says that our works will be 'tried by fire', at the judgement seat of Christ before his millennial reign, to see if this fire will destroy them. The fire will destroy the flesh – the physical – and all that will remain will be the spiritual – gold, silver and precious stones – for this is a judgement to see who will make up the city. It is worth repeating what I said in a previous volume. Christians think they will walk on the streets of gold in heaven, but their destiny is not heaven and the streets of the New Creation will be as normal as our present streets. Only when they enter the New Jerusalem will they walk on these golden streets. 

				Welcome to the City

				Thank God, that all those who are on the new earth will have a right to enter the city, but the bride and God’s wife will actually be the gold, silver, and precious stones that have passed the test of fire.

				

				Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

				1 Corinthians 3:12-15

				

				Notice, how Paul is talking about these things as a foundation, and in the text following he connects it with the temple. He is talking about the spiritual and not flesh and blood here.

				

				Don't you know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

				1 Corinthians 3:16

				

				The final thing I want to mention is the dimensions of this city. It is surprising at first, to wonder why they should be included in a spiritual city where physical dimensions have no bearing. Well, we have to realise that although it is spiritual, it is a literal city and those who do not have spiritual bodies will enter it, so it is important to see how this city will manifest on the new physical earth. Just as with the precious metals and jewels, so the dimensions are put there for a reason.

				How Big is this City

				In physical terms it is easy to work out how big this city is. The length and breadth are 12,000 furlongs each. We do not measure in furlongs any more, but a biblical furlong is approximately 600 feet. 

				The length and breath of this city are therefore 1,363 miles each. This gives an area of 1,859,495 square miles. To try and get this in proportion so that we can perceive it and not just in mathematical terms, the surface of this earth is 57.5 million square miles. However, this New Jerusalem is not just surface area, because the height of the city is also 12,000 furlongs. 

				

				And the city lies four square, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.

				Revelation 21:16

				

				Therefore, the cubic capacity of this city, in physical terms, is 2,535,663,783 cubic miles. Maybe it is easier to understand as 2,535.5 million cubic miles or 2.5 billion cubic miles. This is a massive capacity and if a human being would take up 9,000 cubic yards – more than an average house, plus land, you would be able to fit 1,536,765,929,090,909 people in this city. This is 1,536, billion people. I have already stated that I estimated the number of people that have lived on this earth since Adam would be approximately 15 billion, so those who live on this New Earth, even if it is only as big as our tiny little planet, could all visit this city at once and never even meet each other.

				Most commentaries say that because of its colossal size this city should be taken figuratively and not literally – for example; 

				

				...these huge lengths provide a hint that the city should be interpreted figuratively rather than literally.

				bibleq.info

				 It  Is All Relative

				However, we are not told the size of the New Earth (it could be the size of our whole universe), so the above quote is a silly, unfounded, and misleading statement. The new earth is literal and so are the people on it, and there is no reason to think that the city is not literal. As I have shown, spiritual does not mean figurative.

				Maybe all these calculations are not necessary and if you consider it so, please forgive the inclusion, but I wanted to show that we must not think of this city, named New Jerusalem, as anything to be compared with what we know as a city.

				I don't believe God intended Adam and Eve to build cities, for he put them in a garden. Only when they were banned from the garden, and under God’s curse, did cities start to be built – and it was the bad seed of Cain that started this process.

				

				And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he built a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.

				Genesis 4:16-17

				

				God wanted to be the one to build a city when his plan had finished, and I believe that all cities that men built have been rebellious counterfeits. People think it was the tower of Babel that was an abomination to God, but it says they wanted to build a city first, in which to build the temple. Great temples are built in great cities, not in the countryside. 

				The city of Babel had to be destroyed before they even started to build a temple. It says they left off building. I don’t believe they even started the temple when God scattered them into the nations of the world.

				

				And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth ...So the LORD scattered them abroad from that place upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.

				From Genesis 11:4-8

				

				What a wonderful plan! God had to think of all this before he even spoke one word of creation. No wonder David the psalmist wrote so much about this unfathomable God, and his love to those whom he had chosen from the very beginning, to be a part of this wonderful city on the new earth.

				

				As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him.

				Psalms 18:30

				  

				Many, Oh LORD my God, are your wonderful works which you have done, and your thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order. If I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.

				Psalms 40:5 

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Imagine the joy and excitement that living with God will bring. To think that God will walk and talk with his people just as he did with Adam and Eve is far beyond comprehension to our carnal minds. 
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				Chapter 13

				

				Happy Ever After

				

				You will show me the path of life: in your presence is fullness of joy; at your right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

				Psalms 16:11

				

				God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

				Revelation 21:4

				

				I have looked at the New Earth, and also the spiritual city New Jerusalem in this new creation, but what about the residents of this new planet?

				Relationship always seeks unity – oneness – and before Jesus left his disciples to go to prepare a place for them, he talked about the unity that marriage brings. His prayer was that eventually they would be one with him and his father. This is the ultimate goal for any relationship – to be as one.

				

				And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to you. Holy Father, keep through your own name those who  you have given me, that they may be one, as we are.

				John 17:11

				

				Yet a little while, and the world sees me no more; but you see me: because I live, you shall live also.  At that day you shall know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.

				 John 14:19-20

				

				That they all may be one; as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that you have sent me. And the glory which you gave me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and you  in me, that they may be made perfect in one, and have loved them, as you have loved me.

				John 17:21-23

				

				There is no greater pleasure in life than to be wed to a perfect bride, or to be chosen by the perfect husband, and live happily ever after. Sadly, these days it is a forgotten dream to so many millions of people because of the curse of sin, and its consequences. However, we must never underestimate the joy and pleasure that a true marriage brings, just because our earthy experiences of marriage have not lived up to this standard. This consummation of Christ and his bride, and the restoration of God’s wife, is the culmination of God’s great plan of love, romance, and family life. If it is God’s ultimate goal when his plan has finished, then we should think seriously about our own marriages and relationships, for unity is 'king' with God, just as disunity is the ultimate motive and goal of everything Satan does (what ever we think about the lake of fire I am sure all would agree it is eternal separation from God).

				Christ and the Church

				In Ephesians 5, Paul talks about the relationship, and marriage, of a man and a woman, but he is only using it to illustrate the relationship between Christ and his bride. 

				

				Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.

				Ephesians 5:25 

				

				At the end of his remarks on this subject, he quotes from Genesis where God states a profound and eternal principle.

				

				Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

				Genesis 2:24

				He then says an amazing thing in the next verse;

				

				For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

				Ephesians 5:31-32

				

				The implications are obvious; Christ left his father and will cleave to his wife. I believe this is what Christ will do in eternity. He will never again be separated from his bride and although he will live with his father forever, his bride is what will captivate him. This is the joy that was 'set before him' and helped him to 'endure the cross'. That is why Jesus could say to his disciples when he was leaving them; "I go to your God and my God to your father and my father". Through eternity the bride will be one with the son and the father. This is the relationship that happens in marriage. The bride takes on the son’s father’s name.

				Not All the Bride

				What about those who are not the bride, but serve God in this New Jerusalem? Well, they will also live happily ever after, for God will be their father by adoption It should be obvious that there is a difference between being adopted into a family by the father and joining the family by marriage to the son. God will wipe away all tears from their eyes, and crying due to pain, failure, and frustration will forever disappear (tears of joy are another thing entirely of course). Imagine the joy and excitement that living with God will bring. To think that God will walk and talk with his people, just as he did with Adam and Eve, is far beyond comprehension to our carnal minds. 

				

				And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God;  and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

				Revelation 21:3-4

				Unimaginable

				Paul, told the church in Corinth that eyes have not seen, and ears have not heard of the things that God has prepared for those who love him, and it has not even entered into the heart of man. 

				

				But as it is written, Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for them that love him.

				1 Corinthians 2:9

				

				Paul was only saying to the Church, who are looking to being married to their husband, what Isaiah had said to Israel hundreds of years before, and looking forward to the time God’s wife would be restored.

				For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither have the eyes seen, Oh God, beside you, what he has prepared for him that waits for him.

				Isaiah 64:4 

				

				It will be a paradise of eternal day; the light will come on the whole earth from New Jerusalem. 

				

				And there shall be no night there; and they will need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God will give them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

				Revelation 22:5

				The Nations that are Saved

				There is another category of people who will live forever in this new creation; the 'nations that are saved'. These nations will also be eternally 'happy ever after'. These people will be in flesh and blood, but will have a right to the tree of life, and entrance to the New Jerusalem. 

				

				And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth will bring their glory and honour into it. 

				Revelation 21:24

				The leaves of the tree will be for the healing of the nations and there will be no more sickness or death, pain or despair. It will be exactly as it would have been for Adam and Eve if they had not eaten the forbidden fruit. 

				Only One Tree

				Thank God, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil will not be planted in this new creation, and all fear of failure or disobedience will have been banished forever.

				

				In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

				Revelation 22:2

				

				Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

				Revelation 22:14

				

				Will there be procreation on this new earth for these people? Personally, I think there will, knowing God’s character and his fruitfulness, but I have no scripture at this time to substantiate this belief; so you will have to decide for yourself. What I do know is that everything will be new, and fresh, and alive, and wonderfully satisfying to all those on this new earth. God’s wonderful plan will have finally come to fruition and his love, romance, and desire for family life will be fulfilled. God will have demonstrated that everything he did, from Genesis to the new earth, was done from the motive of love, and love alone. No one will ever doubt it, from those on the new earth to those in the lake of fire. Part of the anguish and torment will come from this knowledge, for those banished forever from this bliss of God’s eternal love.

				I Make All Things New

				There will be a new heaven and earth for a new relationship, and as Jesus told John at the end of his vision:

				

				He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

				Revelation 21:5

				

				I will finish this long study, with the verse that follows the above, and then the verses that end the book of Revelation.

				

				And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is thirsty of the fountain of the water of life freely.

				Revelation 21:6

				

				The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is thirsty come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. He which testifies of these things says, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

				From Revelation 22:17-21

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Postscript

				

				Let Play Begin

				

				I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night comes, when no man can work.

				John 9:4

				

				But the end of all things is at hand: Therefore be  sober, and watch unto prayer. And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

				1 Peter 4:7-8

				                                                                                                                                                                                                 

				Although I have finished the study on Israel, the Church, and the kingdom of God, I have not yet finished all I want to say. As with all teaching there needs to be a practical application and challenge, at the end, or the teaching just becomes information. Knowledge for its own sake is not a good thing and the bible says that it just genders pride. We need to think about where we now are in this great plan of God. Is it possible to know where we are now on the world stage of God's time-line? Jesus used the weather as an example of knowing the signs of the times, and it is a very easy one to understand. I was brought up with the phrase:-

				

				Red sky at night - shepherds delight

				Red sky in the morning - Shepherds warning

				

				This phrase actually has scientific justification, and it is not surprising – for this rhyme it is based on the bible!

				

				He answered and said to them, When it is evening, you say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. In the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. Oh you hypocrites, you can discern the face of the sky; but can you not discern the signs of the times?

				Matthew 16:2-3

				

				What I like, about the weather as a parallel with understanding the signs of the times, is that you can predict the weather for a few hours ahead accurately, but as soon as you try and forecast a long range forecast it just becomes guesswork. Jesus said, 'when you see these things come to pass, look up, for your redemption draws near', so we should be able to tell the future short term, and be more accurate as the end approaches.

				It is now a fact that the major world governments are pushing hard towards a One World Government, and we already have 'world banks, 'world health' and a 'world court of justice', so how close are we? This is no longer a conspiracy theory – it is happening before our eyes. 10 Years ago, I believed my two sons would probably see the One World Dictator and antichrist with their own eyes. I now believe that if God spares my life for just a few more years I will witness these things myself.

				I will now share some of the things that God has revealed to my wife and I, as an explanation of why I have come to my conclusions.

				Seeking God

				As a ministry, we set times aside each year to seek God for direction, and for adjustment and correction for what we need to fulfil God’s plan for our lives. God has been so good to us and many times he has put us back on track to the things he has instructed us to do. I find it is so easy to hear the direction of God and to believe I am fulfilling it, only to find out that after a couple of years I am doing it in my own strength and with my own methods. 

				On Friday 20th 1985 we were praying and seeking God, with a few friends in the Church my father pioneered, and a lady had a vision. She saw the whole world being wrapped in cling film, almost like a tent covering everything. It was being pulled tight and it trapped all the buildings and people inside them. It was being applied by thousands of devils and we knew God was showing us what would happen in the last days. It was not just 'a word' we knew it was God speaking to us.

				A few days later, during one of our ministry retreats, my wife had a vision and saw this same cling film that had trapped the whole earth. Footnote 1 As she looked at the scene, her attention was drawn upwards and she could see God in heaven with a wine glass in his hand. He was about to toast the devil for bringing about this situation for it was time for him to send his son, to judge the world, and bring in his true world order of peace and righteousness. Just as he was about to drink this wine, he saw a building, with a few people in it and they were interceding; he waited for them to finish. They were prostrate on the ground seeking God. They did not go away immediately and so God waited, but they remained, and each time God saw them out of the corner of his eye they had not moved and God realised that they were going to carry on with their intercession. 

				Tipping the Wineglass

				He slowly tipped his glass and a tiny droplet of wine fell down to earth and hit the cling film where these people were assembled. Immediately the cling film burst into flame and the people were freed. The people were able to leave the building and wherever they walked the same thing happened. They seemed to have the same wine on the soles of their shoes and as soon as their feet touched the ground the film burst into flames and made a hole in it. Then God spoke and said "Don’t think that you can free the whole world, it is the time of the end. But, where ever you walk you will be able to free those you come in contact with". 

				We knew that this would happen sometime in the future, where no one could buy or sell without the mark of the beast; for it is all written in the bible,  but God didn’t say anything specific so we just kept it in our minds along with other things God had shown us.

				On Friday 26th August 1988 we were in the middle of another time of seeking God, and we were all prostrate on the floor before God. After 1 hour my wife Joanna had a very vivid vision. Maybe here I should qualify what I mean by vision. I am not talking about an impression in ones spirit, or a picture in ones mind. By vision, I mean something that is seen clearly in the spiritual realm, happening before that persons eyes and as real, or perhaps more real than natural sight. Joanna saw two twin columns or towers – one was a high rise tower and its twin next to it was not a tower, it was a gigantic candle. As the candle burnt down, so the lights in the tower block began to go out. This happened until the candle was a flicker, and as the candle stopped burning, so all the lights in the tower block has gone out and there was nothing left of the candle or the tower. 

				Joanna then had another vision. She saw the film identification for the J. Arthur Rank film company that was very famous in the United Kingdom at the end of the last century – a man in a leopard skin striking a massive gong.  When she saw the man hit the gong a voice from heaven said, 'Let play begin'.

				We did not know what to make of these 2 visions so we wrote them down and I suppose I forgot about them. They only came to my attention when I read through these visions, as I sometimes do, but they still made no sense to me.

				In January 1989 God spoke to Joanna and me about going to America again (we had been going to the States for many years), and specifically Manhattan in New York. Over the next few months God was very specific, and showed us the places we had to visit. This was not a teaching or ministry trip, it was for us to look at the places we had been shown and to listen to what God was saying to us and see what he was showing us with these places. Joanna did not know some of the places she was being shown and so she described them to me and I went onto the Internet and found out the names and locations. There were four building, the Chrysler Building, the World Trade Centre twin towers, the United Nations Building, and the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. 

				Joanna and I have ministered in countries all over Europe, Africa, USA and Canada and Asia, but this was the first and only time we have been to another country without invitation. We had to borrow money to go, knowing we would not receive any ministry gifts. We were going in obedience to God having no understanding of why it was important to look at these buildings.

				In April 19th of that year (1989), the day we were married, we left Manchester for JFK airport New York. We had a grand total of £200 to last us for the two weeks (having booked flights only). We had no idea that for a hotel room in Manhattan, at that time, our money would have lasted, at the most, 2 nights. We had a wonderful adventure during those 2 weeks, and God miraculously led us to a Catholic hospice for poor travellers under the shadow of the Empire State Building. We were able to visit all the places that God had instructed us to see. I will not go into all the impressions and feeling we experienced as we visited them, except to say that the one that surprised us the most was the Cathedral of St. John the Divine on Amsterdam Square in North Manhattan. It was a hotbed of occult and new age artefacts and the heavy spiritual atmosphere could be felt. I was glad to leave it.

				9/11/2001

				12 years after our visit to Manhattan in September 2001, we were again having our Autumn retreat at Barratt Ministries. It is at these times that I tend to look through the prophecy book at all the visions and instructions that God has given us over the years. On this morning, before we all met for prayer, I was reading about our trip to New York, and asking God what it was all about, as we still had no idea why we had to visit the places we did. During the day in one of our prayer sessions someone rushed in and told us to look on the Internet as there were terrifying things happening in the USA. This was September 11th and of course we saw the twin towers come down. Immediately I ran upstairs to my office and brought down the book of visions and told everyone how I had been asking God that very morning why God had still not shown us what our trip to Manhattan was all about. I showed everyone the vision of the twin towers and the candle and we realised that this is what Joanna had seen 13 years earlier. We now understood that God had showed us these things so that we would know, when it happened literally, that 'play would begin' and the vision of the cling film would be initiated. We now knew that Satan would start to trap the whole world and that he had permission from God to do it. 

				It reminded me of when Judas – who is a type of the 'Man of Sin', was released by Jesus to betray him. Jesus said, "What you have to do, do quickly". It says in the next verse 'And Satan entered into Judas.'  Since that day I have watched carefully and seen the whole world being trapped, in real time, before my eyes, on the world stage. Things have happened at a phenomenal rate and I believe it will not be long before the whole world will be trapped in this 'cling film'.

				Liberty – Gone forever

				At the end of the week (Friday, 12 September, 2001), my wife had another vision and I did not share it for many years, but I now feel free to put it into print. She saw the Statue of Liberty in America being pushed into the sea face down. The strange thing was that the Tsunami, or tidal wave, was coming from New York over the land towards the sea and it pushed the Statue out towards the sea. Then a voice from heaven said. "When the statue falls like this, then liberty will have finished and there will be no more freedom". It will be a world Marxist type of government where everyone is looking over their shoulder and no one can trust their neighbours any more. We knew that this will be the time that the cling film will have trapped the whole world. God told us that the spirit of God in us would be able to recognise the spirit of God in others and this would be our only safety. There is a bonding we have when we meet others with the same spirit. We must pray for discernment above all things. It is good to know your enemies, but will be more valuable in this last period of history, to know who your real friends are.

				In The Future

				This last vision I am sharing has not happened yet, so you the reader will have to wait and see it’s fulfilment, but because the vision of the twin towers happened literally, then I believe that God showed us that this will also happen literally, and that it is not just a figurative, or symbolic reference. Time, of course, will tell, but I am convinced that it will not be long before we see it happen.

				Most countries in the world are now in great debt to the world banks and for America to lose its  'triple  A rating' as it has done the week I am writing this chapter, lets me know that the economic collapse of the whole world is not far away. This will be engineered and will not be a total collapse, but will be just enough to enable a 'Saviour' to emerge who will solve the worlds problems. The world are surely looking for someone to take this planet by the scruff of the neck and bring about what we all long for – world peace and security. We will not have long to wait. Of course it will be the counterfeit, but most Christians and denominations are so apostate that they will actually recommend this man to be voted in. (Remember that the 'Christian Vote' helped establish the last two American presidents. If this seems rather over the top I plead with the readers not to push it aside but to wisely wait, for all will be revealed shortly. This man of sin will obtain his kingdom by flatteries and peace. Do not look for a megalomaniac or wild, and evil dictator. This man will democratically gain his position, just as Napoleon or Hitler did not so long ago. Only those in power will know the truth.

				

				But of the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction comes upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. You are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.

				1 Thessalonians 5:1-6

				

				In winter of 2009 My wife and I went to a log cabin in the lake district to book write, and seek God for a plan and strategy for the coming year. God gave me a scripture in Romans and the phrase that I have used as this chapter title, 'It’s later than you think'.

				

				And knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.

				Romans 13:11-12

				The Snare is Ready to Snap

				I am convinced that the Church is asleep as they try and win the world for Jesus. It is pursuing pleasure, wealth, and position, in this world’s systems. Meanwhile, the net is coming down to trap the whole planet. Jesus said it would be like a snare, which suddenly snaps and traps its victim. It will be too late when our freedom has gone! 

				

				For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.

				Luke 21:35 

				

				I am convinced that it is now the time to awake out of our sleep, stir ourselves, and prepare to meet our Maker. We used to laugh at the man with the bill board strapped to his body declaring; 'The end is near', and 'Prepare to meet thy doom', but now is the time to understand these phases. I expect to see a one world order and religion, and the Man of Sin to be revealed in my lifetime. That means that the first resurrection is very close indeed for the bride has to be caught up to heaven before Satan is cast down to earth to enter this One World Dictator.  

				'Let play begin' – I believe it started on 9th November 2001! - Don’t get trapped, and if you are trapped by this world's system it is time to get free while you have the chance, and if you are trapped in a religious Church situation it is time to come out of it. 

				

				And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that you are not partakers of her sins, and that you don't receive  her plagues.

				Revelation 18:4

				

				Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waits for the precious fruit of the earth, and has long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. You be patient also and establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draws near.

				James 5:7-8

				

				May God give us all the grace and revelation to have discernment, as this wonderful plan comes to its fulfilment on earth. 

				

				Footnote 1

				

				Many years after the vision of the net or cling film I came across a scripture in Isaiah that is about the return of Jesus to establish his kingdom, and I believe it confirms the vision my wife saw. I believe that when the net is complete, then it will stay in place trapping the whole earth until Christ returns and destroys it and frees his people Israel.

				And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations.

				Isaiah 25:6-7

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				

				Letter to George Bush in full

				28 Tevet, 5768 / January 6, 2008

				

				

				In the Name of the Lord, Eternal God

				

				To The Honorable Mr. George W. Bush,

				President of the United States of America,

				

				Who comes seeking the presence of the Most High God, to Jerusalem, city of God, Divinely chosen site of the Holy Temple, eternal capital of our land, "the joy of the entire earth (Psalms 48:3)," may it be rebuilt and established speedily and in our days, Amen!

				

				Esteemed Mr. George W. Bush, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal (Ezekiel 38:1), leader of the west!

				

				Upon your arrival in Jerusalem you have the ability to make a declaration, as did Cyrus, King of Persia - whose memory is honoured - who in the year 538 BCE returned the exiled nations to their lands and recognized the full right of the Jewish people to re-establish their Holy Temple, the "house of prayer for all nations" (Isaiah 56:7), and called upon them to return to their land,

				

				And in the manner of Lord James Balfour of England, who in 1917, called upon the Jews to re-establish a national homeland in the Land of Israel. And thus if you truly desire peace and benevolence, and you would be counted in the company of the truly righteous, we call upon you to declare to all the world:

				

				The Land of Israel was bequeathed to the nation of Israel by the Creator of the world. Neither could I, as a son of my faith, nor the Muslims according to their faith, ever take away even the slightest grain from the Eternal's gift, which He gave to His people Israel, the eternal people. Thus I call upon all the nations to save themselves from certain doom, to return and recognize that this land is the exclusive rightful inheritance of the people of Israel, as is written in the Torah of Israel, which constitutes the very foundation of our faith, as well as that of Islam; and is the basis for the decisions of the community of nations. He who denies this truth endangers all life on earth.

				

				I shall dedicate all my strength and resources towards settling the Jewish people throughout their entire land. I shall greatly encourage and empower the Jews all over the world to rise up to the Land of Israel and to settle it, to establish God's sanctuary in Jerusalem, to distance strangers from it and thus, I believe, I will be making a major contribution towards world peace.

				

				I cannot simultaneously support the establishment of a foreign state for an alien nation in the Land of Israel, and I will not lend my hand to this wrong. 

				Or - Heaven forbid - you can choose the second option - to wilfully aid in the destruction, under the guise of peace!

				You certainly know what the God of Israel did to Egypt and Assyria and to all Israel's enemies from time immemorial: Do you imagine that you will be able to save yourself if you have come to implement a plan that intends to steal the land of "the people that survived the sword" (Jeremiah 31:1), and to cut off those who survived the Holocaust, to rob the land that was given to them by the Creator?

				

				All of the peace treaties and initiatives which have been based upon the decisions of the government of Israel, indeed the entire Oslo process, and the 'Disengagement,' and the establishment of a terrorist state within the Land of Israel known as 'Palestine' - regrettably, all of these agreements are the result of a lack of sufficient faith in the Divine promises that the Lord made to the patriarchs of our nation, and all that is written in the Torah of Israel. Understand this well: the nations of the world cannot excuse their actions and their decisions on account of the weakness of Israel and her government. God ordained that the role of the nations of the world is to strengthen the nation of Israel. This will benefit all humanity and bring about world peace, as the prophets have foretold.

				

				Do you imagine you can escape from the struggles in Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Egypt, and Lebanon, by offering up sacrifices of the Jews who are slaughtered daily by their enemies who speak of peace but live by the sword?

				

				Upon your arrival in our land we would anticipate that you bring Jonathan Pollard home with you. Bring him home to Israel. He is an emissary of the State of Israel, and he acted on behalf of our people. Authorize his immediate release while you are yet in Jerusalem, before you return to the United States. This will be a positive step that will build confidence.

				

				Remember our forefather Abraham, who pursued the world's four greatest kings in order to redeem his nephew from captivity. We cannot forget the deeds of our patriarchs, whose example guides us through every generation.

				

				We are the loyal representatives of the Jewish people, the New Jewish Congress, and its court of law, the Sanhedrin, as well as the Temple and Temple Mount movements, but we merely reiterate herein what is public knowledge.

				

				No government in Israel and no representative of the Jewish people has the power or right to alter, by even the slightest degree, our covenant with God and the words of our holy Torah, which are everlasting, as expressed by the prophets of Israel and even by the wicked prophet Balaam: "Then he looked on Amalek, and uttered his oracle, saying: 'First among the nations was Amalek, but its end is to perish for ever' (Numbers 24:20). Thus any desire, plan or agreement that challenges the eternal sovereignty and active possession of the nation of Israel over her entire land is utterly worthless, and has no basis in reality.

				

				Therefore it behooves you to declare: "I, George Bush, Commander in Chief of the armies of the United States of America, will instruct all of my troops to protect the Divine rights of the nation of Israel, and remove from her any threat."

				

				Before you is a choice: You can merit to eternal life, or be inscribed for eternal disgrace. Your fate and that of all those with you hangs in the balance of the destiny of our land.

				

				"and you shall choose life!" (Deut. 30:19).

				

				In Sincere Supplication - In the name of the Jewish people

				

				Rabbi A Even Yisrael Steinzaltz

				The Sanhedrin

				

				Dr. Gadi Eshel

				The New Jewish Congress

				

				Rabbi Chaim Richman

				The Holy Temple and Temple Mount Movements

				

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				

				For details of the first 6 volumes in this series and for other books by the same author, visit:

				  

				www.barrattministries.org.uk/html/books.html/
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