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				Introduction

				O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.

				Habakkuk 3:2

				I have just finished a series of books on the subject of '6,000 Years of Babylon' and shown that God's people always end up being seduced into this system. Footnote 1. This religious system is the counterfeit to the true Church of God and history has shown that even a few years after God has revived his people back to true worship, the rot sets in and politics, finance, and ritual, take the place of simplicity and humility. 

				When the people of God backslide from the narrow way, and enter the broad way that is Babylon, it will always bring the judgement of God upon them. The bible and Church history are testimonies to thiscycle of restoration, backsliding, and judgement. God cannot be just and merciful at the same time because the act of mercy is to put aside the act of judgement. Mercy is a decision not to judge what should be judged and in that sense it is a negative act and unjust. What we need to know is the key that turns God's heart to set aside judgement and show 
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				mercy.

				Always Intercession

				It is very simple for the answer is, and always will be, intercession. Intercession is mediation, or advocacy, and unless someone stands in the gap between the judgement of God and those he is to punish, the judgement will surely be administered. There is no other way to escape the judgement of God. Evangelism, teaching, and prayer are all ineffectual once God has decided that judgement is the only option. 

				But, how do we intercede and what is intercession anyway? Is it a type of prayer? Is it something we do by faith or is it to do with our works – such as fasting or self denial? I have heard many sermons on intercession and many opinions from Christians of all denominational flavours, and my considered opinion is that it is a very misunderstood subject and, therefore, the Church has not been effectual in turning the tide in the godless society of the apostacy we find ourselves a part of, back to God and righteousness. 

				Always Resisted

				If intercession is the only antidote for turning God's judgement away, then it will be the most resisted by the powers of darkness. One of Satan's great weapons used so effectively against the body of Christ is ignorance. Of course, I do not have all 
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				the answers, or perfect revelation, but I have been studying this subject for 36 years now and feel it is the right time to put the fruit of my revelation into a book.

				In 1978 a small group of believers who attended my father's church in Manchester, UK, were called of God to intercession. We knew little of what God was asking of us and we were naive on so many issues surrounding the subject. It was a painful road and I am still travelling it after all these years. I have found out that it is far greater than a type of prayer, a very costly ministry, and certainly not for the faint hearted. I will share some of the adventures, and mistaken ideas, we all had, in this book. 

				A few years after this call of God, and many experiences later, Barratt Ministries published two tracts on the subject. One was entitled, 'What is Intercession?' and the second one, 'The Need for Intercession.' We printed them and sent them to every minister in the country. I obtained handbooks from all the denomination that I could find and systematically sent one to each of the ministers. I do not know what effect it had on the spiritual climate of the country, but the knowledge we received was very limited. In other words ministers did not take the warning and call to intercession seriously enough to do anything about it. I did, of course, receive a few invitations to speak on the subject and one minister who asked me to speak at his church has become one of my best friends. 

				There Was Fruit
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				I think on hindsight the best thing to come of this exercise was that a Christian radio station, UCB, were handed a tract by one of their workers and I was invited to do a few 20 minutes talks on the subject. I made notes and ended up doing 14 talks on the station, and these were repeated a few years later. I asked for a copy of the tapes and from them made 17 – 1 hour talks on intercession. We filmed some of them and also made them available as audio sermons on CD's (and MP3 files when the technology came into being). This series will be based on those studies, plus the experiences and fresh revelation I have received over the years since I first published them. 

				Before I finish this introduction I should mention a fact that many overlook when talking about this subject and in doing so have relegated intercession to a type of prayer. There is a legal aspect to all this because God is the judge of all things and if a person, or people of God, are under his judgement then a legal approach has to be adopted – in other words an advocate is needed on the behalf of the accused. Someone to persuade the judge that judgement and punishment should be changed to mercy. This will only be accepted if the judge sees good legal reasons to do so because there is always the prosecuting solicitor, in this case the 'accuser of the brethren' to tell the judge that he must be just and pass sentence and not allow for any mercy. We have a legal battle every time there is intercession and I will cover all this legal aspect in more detail 
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				later in this series of books.

				Footnote 1

				 6,000 Years of Babylon

				The series of 5 volumes are available from 

				www.amazon.co.uk as paperback and Kindle edition.

				or the shop on Barratt Ministries web site. 

				www.barrattministries.org.uk
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				Most of us would prefer, however, to spend our time doing something that will get immediate results. We don't want to wait on God to resolve matters in his good time becausehis idea of a 'good time' is seldom in sync with ours.

				Oswald chambers
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				CHAPTER 1

				What 

				is 

				Intercession?

				Intercession is not a type of prayer. It is not about our prayers. It is the Holy Ghost praying God's prayers through us; which is a very different thing. 

				The first and most important aspect of intercession is to know that it is all about changing God's mind. This is a foreign concept to many believers because they have been taught that God does not change his mind. It is part of what I call the 'statue' mentality. Christians quote, 'God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, but do they know what that means? His character will of course not change for it is perfect, but his decisions certainly change if we read our bibles without our doctrinal glasses on. God is not a fixed statue, he is a living God with feelings and emotions and these change all the time. Anger and judgement are very different 
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				feelings and emotions than compassion and mercy, and God has both, but never at the same time. We were made in his image so these things should not be difficult to understand. 

				A Decision Not to Punish

				Intercession is when we appeal to God for him to change his intentions; from judgement to mercy. You cannot intercede for those who are not under judgement for there is nothing to set aside. We can only intercede for those under the judgement of God and stand in the gap between judgement and mercy. Remember that mercy is the decision not to judge and punish what should, in righteous justice, be punished. All the intercession in the bible will bear out this description for all the intercession was to avert the wrath and judgement of God, or to protect and avert disaster. All of the biblical intercession manifested was in adversity and never in times of blessing. I will of course use many examples from scriptures to prove this point beyond any reasonable doubt.

				If the above is true then you can never intercede for 'lost souls'. I accept that they are under the judgement of God, most certainly, but all the intercession has been done on the cross and to intercede for them would be to indicate the work of the cross was not a full intercession; that Jesus did not stand between an angry God and rebellious sinners, and that we have somehow to complete this work by our intercession. In fact all we need 
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				to do for 'lost souls' is to tell them the gospel – the good news – that the intercession was effectual and the legal price has been paid to change God's heart from judgement to mercy. The sin of the world has been taken away and all that is needed is for them to accept this fact and receive God's mercy, and the reward, or consequence, of this intercession, which is eternal life.

				Those Under Judgement

				Intercession is only for God's people who have backslidden into the counterfeit Church of Babylon. Read the following scripture and see how God longs to show mercy, even when punishment is just, and how he acts to try and bring about a legal reason to change his mind – often repentance. God's heart is one of love; judgement is his peculiar work. He would rather we did not sin and therefore not need judgement and punishment. When we do sin then love demands judgement and discipline, for these are both a part of love. However, it costs God to discipline his children just as it does us with our own children. We often laugh at the statement of a father ready to chastise a son, saying to him, 'This is going to hurt me more than it hurts you' . But this is often a true fact when the father is loving and not vindictive in his judgements.

				Therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of Judah as rottenness. When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw his 
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				wound, then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to king Jareb: yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound. For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him. I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.

				Hosea 5:12-15

				God Deals With Us First

				Before God can use us to intercede for others he has to deal with our motives and lifestyle, because many Christians mistake petition for intercession. When we pray for needs that we see in this world, whether it is a relative who has not accepted Christ or persecution and injustice, where we ask God to change the circumstances, we are petitioning God; and this is not intercession. Intercession is not a type of prayer, it is not about our prayers. It is the Holy Ghost praying God's prayers through us; which is a very different thing. That is why God has to show us his character so that we can understand the principles and that he is praying through us. 

				A person cannot intercede because they see a need, but they can petition God and, of course, he listens to our petitions and sometimes answers them. (My observation is that, in reality, Christians do not get the majority of their prayers answered.) Intercession is when God, through the Holy Ghost, 
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				burdens us with his prayers enabling us to stand in the gap so that God can bring about what he desires, but cannot do without our cooperation. I need to qualify the last statement or else I will get letters though my post. God is God and can do whatever he likes, but he has chosen to work with and through those he has called, and in that sense he is limited to our obedience. 

				If we fail, of course God's plan will not fail because he will use someone else. I am sure God would have rather talked directly to his prophet Balaam and not through his ass, but Balaam was walking in disobedience so it limited God's direct communication. David said that Israel limited God in the wilderness in the same way – through disobedience. 

				Yes, they turned back (Israel), and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel.

				Psalms 78:41

				Therefore, for God to use us in intercession he has to teach us obedience, a very hard and painful lesson, before he can use us to carry his burdens and feelings.

				A Personal Testimony

				In 1978 God called a group of believers, who all attended my father's Church in Manchester, to be intercessors. It was a very powerful experience and many strange things happened that night. I will share just one of them. We all lifted our hands 

			

		

	
		
			
				I N T E R C E S S I O N

			

		

		
			
				15

			

		

		
			
				for the last chorus and prayer of the night and the meeting came to a close. Everyone was leaving the meeting yet my wife Joanna still sat with her hands in the air. After a while I said that we needed to go, but as I watched her I saw tears run down her cheek and she said in a tearful voice that her hands were stuck in the air and she could not put them down. It was hard to believe so we tried to help. Her arms were like bars of iron, and we could not move them.

				I cannot remember how long her hands were in this position, but it was well over an hour and was impossible to do in normal circumstances – then they were released. 

				A Sign

				We realised that she had acted like Moses when he sat with his hands in the air, helped by Aaron and Hur for the battle that Joshua was waging with the Amalekites, to be a victory. It was a similar prophecy to the one I share in later paragraphs of this chapter. God was demonstrating to her, and to us all, that he was going to do what she could not do in the natural and help her to be an intercessor.

				And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and 
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				his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

				Exodus 17:11-13

				At that time we didn't really have any idea what intercession entailed, but we did meet once a week to pray for the things that we thought God wanted to do. We started to pray for our city, Manchester, as we knew it was in a backslidden state. After a few weeks God spoke strongly to us and asked us a question. 'Do you know what you are asking me to do?' He showed us that for him to bring revival to this city he had to remove the blockage of millions of devils that had a legal right to be in power over it because of disobedience to his laws. God pointed out that the disciples were not able to deliver one boy who had a powerful devil, so did we think that we were we up to delivering a whole city of two and a half million people, with maybe millions of devils over it?

				We Started Again

				We prayed earnestly for weeks and then the challenge came again from God and we realised we were not up to this task of freeing our city by our prayers. The sites came lower and we prayed for our church – at that time a large Pentecostal Church for Great Britain – around 400 people. We prayed earnestly for revival to again come to our church; it had been birthed in a real revival in the late 1950's 
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				and early 1960,s.

				We Were Presumptuous

				We felt sure that we were now on track for God to answer our earnest prays. We were fasting as well as praying for the answer, but alas we had not even started intercession as God so graciously educated us. If we could not bring revival to our Church how could we bring revival to our city or our country. He told us that we could never bring revival to anyone unless we had been revived ourselves and we understood that we could never stand in the gap for others until the sin and rebellion in our own lives had been dealt with. We had been so proud and not even thought to look at ourselves to see if there was any need for repentance. We were self righteous and hypocritical for we could see the need for revival in our church and city, but not the need for revival in our own lives and that of our families. If we could not bring a revival to our own home, how on earth did we expect that we could do what we could not do at home to other situations which were much greater? It was very painful for us and we were humbled. We did not know that humility was the first requisite for intercession – If my people will humble themselves (or allow God to humble them). 

				Over the next few months God began to deal with us in a personal way. I well remember one particular meeting where we all sat in a circle to meet with God. Suddenly one of the group jumped up, my wife Joanna actually, and pointed at me. I discerned 
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				that it was not her, but God speaking through her as she said in a firm voice, "Will you give God your heart?" If my wife had asked me that question I am sure I would have told her that I had given my heart to Jesus when I was six years old. The problem was that I knew it was God and if I said yes then he could actually take it. 

				So many Christians have given, or offered their lives to God, but he has never taken it because he knows that they do not really mean their whole lives. They mean that they are willing to give God a few hours a week, and ten percent of their income, but no way to give him the whole of their lives and have no more say in the rest of it. 

				I Was Scared to Give All

				The reality struck me forcefully and I knew there were things I did not really want to hand over to God because I had the uneasy feeling that if I did he would take away what I loved and the price seemed too painful at that time. I said "No" to God, because that was the only honest answer I could give. 

				Joanna then asked another man and having heard my honest answer it gave him courage to be honest and give the same answer. She then, under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, said that God was going to take my heart anyway, and she saw God's hand come into my chest and take out my heart. He held it in his hands and started to squeeze and pummel it, dirty blood oozed through his fingers out from my heart. 
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				When this process had been repeated until there was no more dirty blood, God put my heart back in my body and told me that he was going to monitor it. 

				I Had to Go Through the Process

				Over the next years, and up to this present one, (2014) I have experienced this ongoing pummelling and squeezing of my own heart with its deceitful and rebellious ways. 3 months ago I was exposed to something that had been hidden all of my life I suppose, and I had to confess to God and make adjustments in my personal life. There has been a revival in my own walk with God but I have not brought revival to the Church my father pioneered so I accept that God is still dealing with me. This has been over a period of 37 years so I am a testimony to the long process that is needed to be in a position to bring about what God has determined and planned for in his predestined will and purposes. I must add that I feel close to what he has been preparing me for and I believe that is why, in God's providence, I am writing this book at this time in my life.

				If I were to right in one sentence my definition of intercession I would say this; 'Becoming the person that God will listen to'. Intercession is not about praying the right prayer, it is all about becoming the right person, because God does not listen to our prayers he listen to the right people. It is easy to show this to be true, because if we look at the wonderful intercessory prayer of Daniel, Moses, Hezekiah, or 
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				Abraham and apply it to our own city, denomination, or Church, it would not bring the same results. This is because we think that the prayer will be accepted by God, but it is the man or woman that God listens to, accepts, and answers, and not the prayer alone. 

				Why did God answer the prayer of Abraham in his plea for Lot's deliverance from Sodom? The answer is very simple – he was the friend of God. That was the secret of Abraham's intercession.

				....and the scripture was fulfilled which says, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

				James 2:23

				Why did the prayer of Moses deliver a whole nation when they were under the wrath of God. The answer is simple; He was the meekest man on earth.

				(Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)

				Numbers 12:3

				Why did the intercessory prayer of Daniel result in the return of God's people to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls and the temple. The answer is simple – He was a man greatly beloved of God.

				At the beginning of your supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come 
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				to show you; for you are greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.

				Daniel 9:23

				And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved...

				Daniel 10:11 

				And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yes, be strong....

				Daniel 10:19 

				Surely these 3 examples, and there are many more, confirm what I have stated; that God listens to men not just their prayers, because these men knew God and more importantly God knew them and had an intimate relationship with them. They were able at the right time, and in the right way for the right things, bring about what God had already pre-purposed in his wonderful plan for mankind and the people he had called out from Babylon and Egypt.

				Becoming the Man 

				It should be obvious now that the emphasis is not praying the right prayer, but becoming the right person. Many Christians are running round looking for the correct methods to bring revival, but God's methods are men, and that should be our emphasis if we are called to intercession – becoming the 
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				person God will listen to. 

				To believe that God hears every prayer is not scriptural. Here are two, out of dozens of scriptures that I could bring, to show there are conditions to having your prayer answered. Neither of the following examples would be effectual if all the faith in the world were exercised. It is never as simple as just praying in faith. The first hindrance is if I have unforgivingness, bitterness, or any sin of rebellion in my heart; it renders the pray ineffectual.

				If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

				Psalms 66:18 

				The second example is if a man does not treat his wife with the respect she deserves, then it hinders his communication with God, and therefore the answer also.

				Likewise, you husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

				1 Peter 3:7

				First Things First

				For this reason I resist doing sessions on intercession in a church or seminar unless I have been through my discipleship teaching, because 
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				unless a person is living the life of a disciple he will never come into the ministry of intercession that is in the bible. They may belong to a denomination or church intercession group, but it will not be the intercession of the bible or the type that God is looking for.

				One of the ministers who received the tracts we sent out invited me to speak at his church on intercession. I agreed, but spoke on the difference between a follower and a disciple. He liked what I said and for the next 2 years I took the Tuesday bible study at his church and went through 56 teaching sessions on the Sermon on the Mount, because that is the preparation needed to become a friend of God. Jesus called his disciples 'friends' and that is what we need to become for this ministry.

				You are my friends, if you do whatsoever I command you.

				John 15:14 

				I need to write of another thing that is important to intercession and that is that it is more of a burden than a prayer. Prayer is only a small part of intercession. Read the prayer of Abraham, Elijah, Hezekiah, Moses Daniel, and Jesus, and you will find them all brief. The power behind the prayer is what is effectual and that is the burden we allow God to place upon us. Prophets carry a burden for they are God's messengers to warn of the judgement upon his people if they do not repent. (They also carry a burden of God's judgement on the heathen, as 
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				so many of the Old Testament prophets did.) How many chapters of the prophets in the Old Testament start with 'The burden of the Lord' Footnote 1 

				Many are the burdens of the judgement on other nations, but many are burdens that God felt and shared with his prophets so they could carry them as intercession for his people. 

				Priests are intercessors and I will put a chapter later in the series about this but it is enough here to say that the breastplate with the 12 stones embedded in it that the High priest had to wear was a burden and intercession for the people God.

				And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgement upon his heart, when he goes in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the LORD continually.

				Exodus 28:30 

				And you shall put in the breastplate of judgement the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron’s heart, when he goes in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgement of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually.

				Exodus 28:29-30

				In later chapters I will look at the lives of some of the great intercessors in the bible and see how they obtained the acknowledgement of God as friends, or beloved of God.
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				Footnote 1 

				Isaiah 13:1 The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amos did see. 

				Isaiah 15:1 The burden of Moab. 

				Isaiah 17:1 The burden of Damascus. 

				Isaiah 19:1 The burden of Egypt. 

				Isaiah 21:1 The burden of the desert of the sea. Isaiah 21:11 The burden of Dumah. 

				Isaiah 21:13 The burden upon Arabia.

				Isaiah 22:1 The burden of the valley of vision. 

				Isaiah 23:1 The burden of Tyre. 

				Isaiah 30:6 The burden of the beasts of the south: 

				Jeremiah 23:33 when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, ask What is the burden of the LORD? .

				Nahum 1:1 The burden of Nineveh. 

				Habakkuk 1:1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.

				Zechariah 9:1 The burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, 

				Zechariah 12:1 The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, 

				Malachi 1:1 The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. 
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				Part 1

				From Judgement to Mercy 

				In this part of the series I will look at the foundation for all intercession and why it is necessary for a revival of God's people in these last days. I will also address the question; Can evangelism take over and Christianise the world before Jesus returns? These are vital questions to the understanding of God's plan and our intercession.
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				CHAPTER 2

				Can Evangelism 

				Save 

				the World? 

				You were as a firebrand plucked out of burning: yet you've not returned to me.

				Amos 4:11

				T he title of this chapter asks an important question for all evangelical Christians, because our understanding of it, and the correct answer, is of vital importance to our whole perception of the plan of God. It will greatly effect how we see this subject of intercession. Can evangelism save the world? The answer is a definite, "No!", for it was never meant to. 

				Please read carefully the verses below from the first chapter of Nehemiah, for it is a prayer that we should be praying at this present time. Too many Christians are talking about victory and revival fires, but they have not met the requirements that 
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				bring it – repentance and intercession.

				...And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven, and said, I beseech you, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keeps covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: Let your ear now be attentive, and your eyes open, that you may hear the prayer of your servant, which I pray before you now, day and night, for the children of Israel your servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against you: both I and my father’s house have sinned. We have dealt very corruptly against you, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgements, which you commanded your servant Moses. Remember, I beseech you, the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, If you transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations: but if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from there, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set 
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				my name there. Now these are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power, and by your strong hand. O Lord, I beseech you, let now your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants, who desire to fear your name: and prosper, I pray you, your servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s cup bearer.

				Nehemiah chapter 1

				Because of our modern, results-based thinking, we believe we are successful by the number of 'souls we win', the size of our Church, or the number of Christians in the world. This is the thinking of Babylon, and certainly not the mind of Christ according to scripture. Success to God is to do his perfect will and is never to do with circumstances, situations, or any material or visible manifestations. 

				"What about the great commission?" you may be thinking. Well, unfortunately the Church have even changed the meaning of that and do not consider what Jesus actually said. He did not give us a mandate to save souls or redeem the arts, nor to set goals or achieve any results. 

				What is the Mandate?

				The mandate was to go into all the world and preach the gospel; that is, to sow seeds, not to reap a harvest. Our mandate is to tell every man, 
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				woman, and child on this planet that the blood of Jesus will purchase their salvation, and they can become a child of God. The results are not our business. He said 'those that believe will be saved and those that do not will be damned'. We do not decide the outcome, we preach truth and the Holy Ghost is the one to convict men of sin, righteousness, and judgement, and not our emotional preaching or clever persuasion. There is no mention of results in the context of the following scripture.

				And he said unto them, Go you into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believes and is baptised shall be saved; but he that doesn't believe shall be damned.

				Mark 16:15-16

				Matthew quotes what Jesus said about the end time and the gospel. 

				And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

				Matthew 24:14

				Notice why it had to be preached – for a witness – to give them an opportunity to repent. There is no mention in all the teaching of Jesus nor the Apostles of an end time revival before Jesus returns. In fact, they say the very opposite that even the Church will grow cold and there will be a great falling away. How 
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				is it that the Church have changed the instruction of Jesus and the apostles to mean the opposite of what they actually said?

				The Final Message

				We do not have to fulfil the 'instruction' to preach to the whole world before Jesus returns. Jesus was not giving instructions, he was saying what would happen just prior to his return. If we know our bibles we will understand that the last gospel message to the whole world is spoken by an angel and not 'the Church'.

				And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgement is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

				Revelation 14:6-7

				Evangelism is a Consequence!

				True evangelism is a consequence of a revival of holiness in God's people and not the cause of it. It was the outpouring of the Holy Ghost that ignited the fires of evangelism in the early Church and it was a revival of truth in the reformation. 200 years 

			

		

	
		
			
				32

			

		

		
			
				I N T E R C E S S I O N

			

		

		
			
				ago it was the holiness teaching of John Wesley that spawned the Methodist movement, not friendship evangelism or entertainment services.

				When God's people, Israel, did not want to retain God in their knowledge and practised the rituals of the religions of Babylon, God handed them over to persecution and bondage. Their crops failed and they lost their prosperity. God sent plagues upon his people to bring them to their senses and repent. Many times they did repent in their poverty and adversity, but the backsliding started almost as soon as the deliverer, that God in his mercy sent to them, had died. In the end God blinded them and revealed himself to the Gentiles, and we are now in the 'times of the gentiles' until Jesus comes. 

				The western nations of the world have had the privilege of a revival of truth from the reformation onwards and have had revival after revival. I believe God has now done what he did to Israel and given us over to our sins and revealed his son to other nations. The western nations are the ones who have had the light and truth, we accepted it, but then become cold and backslidden and rejected the truth for another gospel and another truth. God has handed us over to judgement and I believe this is the reason the nations that have been worshipping devils for thousands of years are now experiencing an unprecedented awakening of the gospel. Whole countries such as China and South America have had an amazing growth of bible believers over the past 50 years. My conclusion is that the Churches in the USA, Europe, and Australia, are backslidden 
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				and only a remnant have kept to the pure word of God.

				Backslidden – Not Heathen

				The western nations can never be heathen again, just as Israel cannot be. Once you have known the light and truth and turn from it, although you may be worse than the heathen in practice, you are still part of God's backslidden chosen people. Israel in Babylon were never once considered by God to be heathen and I believe we who live in the west are backslidden, and not pagan or heathen. 

				Why am I making this point and what are the implications if it is true? My point is that from the bible and history it is obvious that God does not deal with the heathen as he does with his own. With the heathen he asks us to preach the good news of salvation and eternal life, but to a backslider he always asks for them to repent and turn from their wicked ways. 

				Every prophet of the Old Testament came with the same message to God's people; to repent and turn from their wickedness. John the Baptist did not come with good news, it was one of fiery judgement if they did not repent and bring fruit fitting for repentance. Many of the parables of Jesus, which were always to his own people, were about this subject. The lost coin, the prodigal son, and so on.

				God Hands Them Over
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				Paul confirms what I have just said in the first chapter of his letter to the Romans. When a nation, individual, or Church, do not want to retain God in their knowledge he hands them over to wickedness so that they will reap the consequences, which are disease, poverty, and sexual perversions, and ultimately their enemies overtaking them and enslaving them.

				For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God has shown it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four footed beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than 
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				the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: and likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: who knowing the judgement of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

				Romans 1:18-32

				Not For the Heathen

				I used to think that the above passage was about the heathen, but upon studying it carefully it is obvious that he is speaking about his own people who have known the truth and been warned about 
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				the judgement and punishment of God for rejecting it. 

				This is just the same as the nations of the west who went through the reformation and now have rejected the truth that was preached – many so called 'faith preachers' are returning their congregations back to the Catholic Church of Babylon.

				This then, is what has, and is, happening to our sophisticated backslidden societies in the west. We are actually under God's curse and judgement and that is why we need intercession and repentance and not evangelism. (Please do not think I am against evangelism par se, because I actually support many evangelists and respect them.) I am talking about turning a country or Church system back to God, and only intercession and repentance will accomplish this, never evangelism.

			

		

	
		
			
				I N T E R C E S S I O N

			

		

		
			
				37

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				  

				Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places, if you can find a man, if there be any that executes judgement, that seeks the truth; and I will pardon it. 

				Jeremiah 5:1
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				CHAPTER 3

				Revival 

				or 

				Judgement?

				It is better to let the work go by default than to let the praying go by neglect.

				 E. M. Bounds

				Can we have a revival of holiness in our land again? The answer is a resounding, "Yes!" However, that is not under question. What I am asking in this chapter is where are we heading? Are we heading toward revival or are we heading for further judgement? The answer to this question is obvious if we know the heart of God and history. We, in the west, are heading, and at great speed I fear, to receive the judgement of God. The Church is soon to be judged (Babylon) and that is why, in the book of Revelation, God warns us to leave before we are a partaker of her sins. (See Revelation 18:4.) The 
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				facts we should be looking at is that the bride has to make herself ready before the return of Christ. Therefore, this should be our main emphasis and not the salvation of the world or the Christianizing of our societies. 

				Time to Enter the Ark

				George Muller, over a hundred years ago, believed he was living in the last days and said that it was not the time for the in-gathering of the world into the church, but rather the out-gathering of the church from the world. Surely it will be like the days of Noah, where he and his family had to leave the world, and his preaching to the lost, and go into the ark. The bride needs preparing and it cannot be done whilst the Church is courting the world. 

				There first has to be a revival of the remnant of God's people and only after it has come about can there be a deliverance of a Church, city, or country. Christians mistakenly think that if they engage in spiritual warfare – whatever that may mean – against the powers that are over a city for example, revival will come, but the devils that rule over the city will laugh at us if we have not had the necessary revival in our own lives. I know not of a city that has been freed by spiritual warfare to date. (I will write a whole section in this series about this mistaken phenomena of 'Spiritual Warfare' that has come to the fore in the last few years.)

				Are We Part of the Problem?
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				 Revival is the answer to be sure, but the children of God are part of the problem at this time and not part of the answer. Revival is never the prerogative of God's people, it is always God's prerogative ...if we meet the conditions. When we do not meet the condition then a backslidden country is always heading for judgement and not revival.

				Nations Under Judgement

				I am sure I do not need to catalogue how our governments in the west have rejected God's laws for pagan ones. In 1951 England repealed the witchcraft act, giving a legal right for maybe countless millions of devils to enter our lands. This act allowed the corruption to start and other things quickly followed in subsequent years. We changed the law and legalised abortion (it is computed that over a billion babies in the world have been killed in the womb since this act was legalised). Homosexuality was legalised in the 60's. We are on the verge of legalising euthanasia and incest, and I am convinced that bestiality, will follow shortly if the tide is not turned. The problem with the western nations is nothing to so with evil powers or Satan himself. It is to do with God's judgement and God's curse on his backslidden people.

				Satan has no power to curse us; his ploy is to get us to disobey God's law and therefore we are judged by God not Satan and we are cursed of God. Satan is the accuser – prosecuting barrister – not the 
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				judge, and in that capacity has no legal power to pass judgement. I will cover this in much more detail in subsequent volumes as it is widely misunderstood amongst Christians. 

				Don't Blame the Governments

				We cannot blame the governments for changing the laws because the public, and that includes all the Christians who foolishly voted for them, have given them the power and mandate to pass these laws. The problem is always with 'my people' The government are not the custodians of salt and light, it is Jesus' disciples who should have these qualities in the world and earth. The classic verse in 2 Chronicles 7:14 says 'If my people … not 'if those in political power', will meet the conditions. Christians are trying to force, through lobbying and politics, to change things, and it will never happen because the onus is on God's people and no one else. All that the church are doing is counter productive, from the 'March for Jesus' a few years ago to the constant stream of petitions that Christians sign. Our mandate is to change the heart of people, and not systems. The world cannot be redeemed until Jesus comes. 

				And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

				Revelation 11:15 
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				Slowly but surely the backsliding has become worse and not better and the trend is still ongoing after many decades of these methods. The whole media in now anti-God, and things are not changing for the better but for the worse. Our children are instructed in sexual perversion before they leave infant school, and pornography has become normalised, and acceptable to a new generation of young people. (Specialists in sexual dysfunctional clinics recommend it as a stimulus when actually it has the reverse effect.) Our whole society is rotten from its perimeter to its core. 

				Many Christians seem to think that revival is our right as a child of God, but it is conditional, and it makes no difference if we have been a child of God all our lives and exercise the gifts of the spirit, cast devils out, and prophesy, because if we do not meet the conditions there will be no revival. Under the Old Covenant the blessings of God were conditional on Israel keeping his commandments, and not one of their rights because they were God's called out people. It is no different under the New Covenant; Jesus tells us when we are blessed; it is when we are poor in spirit, when we mourn, or have become meek. Jesus also said we are cursed when we have the opposite character. "Woe to you that laugh now, Woe to you when all men speak well of you", and so on. How many Christians take note of these words of Jesus. The conditions have not changed. We are blessed when we meet the conditions and we are cursed when we do not. It is so simple if 
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				we read what Jesus said and don't hide under our denominational doctrines and traditions of men.

				Blessing for the New Covenant

				Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

				Matthew 5:3-12

				Curses Under New Covenant

				Woe; definition, grievous distress, affliction, or trouble: 

				But woe unto you that are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe unto you that are full for you shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now for you shall mourn and weep. Woe 
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				unto you, when all men shall speak well of you for so did their fathers to the false prophets.

				Luke 6:24-26

				Faith is Not the Answer

				It may surprise some readers when I say that faith is not the answer to revival. It was never one of the conditions. The scripture says: 

				If my people will humble themselves, pray, seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will heal their land. 

				2 Chronicles 7:14 

				We are besotted with faith sermons and have come to believe that it is the universal panacea for all that we desire of God, but this is in no way a scriptural fact. Jesus said that if we abide in him and his words abide in us we can ask what we will and it will happen – no mention of faith there either. 

				If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you.

				John 15:7

				The key in the above quote is not faith, but abiding. I could give so many more scriptures to substantiate this fact, but I have written 2 so that if you are not sure it may stimulate you to look at the bible for yourselves. I have learned through my trials and experiences that when I desire God to change 
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				my circumstances I must first deal with the cause of the problem and not just pray for the effect that I want God to do for me.

				The Consequences of Backsliding

				When will God's people face reality and confess that the preaching and methods they use are not working and realise that only when God's people repent and intercede will 'God heal our land'. How foolish to think that we can do it another way than God has instructed. 

				There are stages that God uses to judge his people, but they are always with the intent of bringing them to task so they will repent and return to holiness. The first stage is to take away their possessions and prosperity. 

				England, my own country, was self sufficient in food in the first half of the 19th century. We are now only 60% self sufficient. Now, we are also dependent for almost every basic thing; coal, steel, and so on. People in the West believe thy have a good standard of living, but it is an illusion because they are in debt just as all the western nations are in deep and irreversible debt. Our children even come out of university to start to earn their living in debt.

				The Curse of Debt

				This is a curse that most Christians have not even considered because they are in debt themselves and so do not want to change their lifestyle to extricate 
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				themselves and so are living the 'American dream', which is really the 'Great American Lie'. The USA is the worlds biggest debtor nation on the planet at this time in history. (At the time of writing it is $18,155,183,576,009. To find current debt, check the web site: ww.usdebtclock.org.) 

				The second stage is for God to send in what are deemed as 'despised people' to us and for them to take the fat of the land and our daughters to wife. This has also happened in the western 'Christian nations'. In the UK many of our racehorses and most prestigious stores are owned by Arabs. We used to despise them when I was a young boy. We called them 'dirty Arabs' and 'wogs'. We used to say similar things about the Africans, Indians, and Chinese. This was wrong of course, but I am showing how we thought of these people in the third world. Now, God has made it so that if I go to a hospital in my own city it is more than likely that I will be treated by one of these people we once despised. 

				The third, and maybe final, stage is when God sends the enemies of God's people to take his people into captivity. We are on the brink of this at the moment. If Shiria law becomes the norm in the UK and Europe, as many fear, Christians will become second class and inferior in all areas of life. 

				We Need Righteousness

				It is righteousness that exalts a nation, and not doctrine, evangelism, or church planting. Sin, which is a refusal to acknowledge or obey God's law, is a 
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				reproach to any nation. Where do we stand in the West? If ever there was a need for God's people to repent and seek God with all of their hearts it is here and now; time is fast running out. I believe the fuse was lit on September 11, 2001, and the coming explosion is closer than most people can imagine – it will be too late to repent then. We are not heading for revival, we are heading for judgement and only intercession and repentance will avert what is already in place and being implemented by God himself.

				Please take this warning seriously and get desperate or nothing will happen. If we carry on as we are we will continue to get the results we have been reaping, and they are not having the effect we hoped for. I am tired and weary of these false prophets who say the wind is blowing and the fire is coming and the waves of glory will cover the earth. It is nonsense, not scriptural, and time has proved the emperor has no clothes, is naked, and a laughing stock. Let us get real, honest, and re-examine our beliefs before it is too late.

				What About the Conditions

				I find it so hypocritical that so called 'Faith Preachers' will quote all the blessing of Deuteronomy 28 in the first 14 verses for those who are children of God, but do not say that they are conditional on obeying God's laws and nothing to do with an automatic privilege of being a child of God. But, much worse and deceitful is the fact that they omit to show verses 16 to 28 where God spells out clearly 
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				the consequence – the curses – for disobedience.

				If you accept the blessings for obedience you also have to accept the curses for disobedience to be consistent. Read the results of not keeping Gods laws for yourself. I have put the verses in the appendix so that you do not have to turn to your bible. Please read them as part of this chapter. You will see the stages for yourself. Christians have been told that Jesus came to free us from the curse of the law. This is true because it is written very clearly, but logic needs to be applied or we will make nonsense of the other scriptures about the curses.

				Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree:

				Galatians 3:13

				Does this mean all curses. Common sense tells us it cannot of course because the curse of physical death still reigns on planet earth and the greatest faith preachers will come under this curse and be fertilizer for the next generation of vegetation.

				 What about the pain of childbirth, does it mean that because we are a child of God we will not have to go through pain to give birth? Does it mean that the weeds will not grow in our garden? From these few examples it would be silly to think that it applies universally to all curses. It is also ludicrous to think that someone who is a child of God and is deliberately disobedient would not suffer any consequences. (Forgiveness is another matter, for 
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				there is always forgiveness for a child of God.) Even a natural father knows that he must punish disobedience in his children for them to become mature. How much more will our heavenly father will do the same? 

				A Good Father Chastises

				Paul confirms this, so why is it that we do not hear sermons on the chastisement of God in this dispensation? There is something very wrong with Church doctrines and thinking. Somehow we have watered down the gospel to make it more palatable so that we get more members in our churches to keep our organisation afloat (We should not have organisations, we are a living organism.) Our Church systems are just as political as the worldly ones, based on finance, status, and pride. 

				If I am wrong in my diagnosis then why cannot the church in the West stop the rot that is in our societies. This is what Paul said to Christians under the New Covenant.

				Have you forgotten the exhortation which speaks unto you as unto children, My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives. If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chastens not? But if you are without chastisement, whereof all 
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				are partakers, then are you bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the present seems to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterwards it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

				Hebrews 13:5-11

				 In fact Paul says that we should expect a more severe punishment than those under the law. What do you make of he following scripture, for again Paul is clearly speaking to those under the New Covenant

				...But you are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaks better things than that of Abel. See that you refuse not him that speaks. For if they escaped not who refused him that spoke on earth, much more shall not 
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				we escape, if we turn away from him that speaks from heaven: whose voice then shook the earth: but now he has promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more, signifying the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire.

				Hebrews 12: 22-27

				Appendix 

				The curses for disobedience under the Old Covenant.

				But it shall come to pass, if you will not hearken unto the voice of the LORD your God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command you this day; that all these curses shall come upon you, and overtake you: you will be Cursed in the city, and Cursed in the field. Cursed shall be your basket and your store. Cursed shall be the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your land, the increase of your kine, and the flocks of your sheep. You will be Cursed when you come in, and cursed when you go out.
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				The LORD shall send upon you Cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that you set your hand unto for to do, until you are destroyed, and until you perish quickly; because of the wickedness of your doings, whereby you have forsaken me. The LORD shall make the pestilence cleave unto you, until he has consumed you from off the land, wherever you go to possess it. The LORD shall smite you with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue you until you perish. And your heaven that is over your head shall be brass, and the earth that is under you shall be iron. 

				The LORD shall make the rain of your land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon you, until you are destroyed. The LORD shall cause you to be smitten before your enemies: you shall go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shall be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. And your carcase shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth, and no man shall fray them away. The LORD will smite you with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof you cannot be healed. 

				The LORD shall smite you with madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart: and you shall grope at noonday, as the blind gropes in darkness, and you shall not prosper in your ways: 
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				and you shall be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save you. You shall betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: you shall build an house, and you shall not dwell therein: you shall plant a vineyard, and shall not gather the grapes thereof. Your ox shall be slain before your eyes, and you shall not eat thereof: your ass shall be violently taken away from before your face, and shall not be restored to you: your sheep shall be given unto your enemies, and you shall have none to rescue them. Your sons and daughters shall be given unto another people, and your eyes shall look, and fail with longing for them all the day long: and there shall be no might in your hand. The fruit of your land, and all your labours, shall a nation which you know not eat up; and you shall be only oppressed and crushed always: so that you shall be mad for the sight of your eyes which you shall see. The LORD shall smite you in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot unto the top of your head. 

				The LORD shall bring you, and your king which you shall set over you, unto a nation which neither you nor thy fathers have known; and there shall you serve other gods, wood and stone. And you shall become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the LORD shall lead you. You shall carry much seed out into the field, and shall gather but little in; for the locust shall consume it. You shall plant vineyards, and dress them, but shall neither 
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				drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them. You shall have olive trees throughout all your coasts, but you shall not anoint yourself with the oil; for your olive shall cast his fruit. You shall beget sons and daughters, but you shall not enjoy them; for they shall go into captivity. All your trees and fruit of your land shall the locust consume. The stranger that is within you shall get up above you very high; and you shall come down very low. He shall lend to you, and you shall not lend to him: he shall be the head, and you shall be the tail. Moreover all these Curses shall come upon you and shall pursue you, and overtake you, till you are destroyed; because you hearkened not unto the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which he commanded you: and they shall be upon you for a sign and for a wonder, and upon your seed for ever. 

				Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things; therefore you shall serve your enemies which the LORD shall send against you, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things: and he shall put a yoke of iron upon your neck, until he has destroyed you. 

				The LORD shall bring a nation against you from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies; a nation whose tongue you shall not understand; a nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor 
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				show favour to the young: and he shall eat the fruit of your cattle, and the fruit of your land, until you are destroyed: which also shall not leave you either corn, wine, or oil, or the increase of your kine, or flocks of your sheep, until he has destroyed you. And he shall besiege you in all your gates, until your high and fenced walls come down, wherein you trusted, throughout all your land: and he shall besiege you in all your gates throughout all your land, which the LORD your God has given you. 

				You shall eat the fruit of your own body, the flesh of your sons and daughters, which the LORD your God has given you, in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith your enemies shall distress you: so that the man that is tender among you, and very delicate, his eye shall be evil toward his brother, and toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the remnant of his children which he shall leave: so that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his children whom he shall eat: because he has nothing left him in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith your enemies shall distress you in all your gates. The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her daughter, and toward her young one that comes out from between her feet, and toward her children which she shall bear: for she shall eat them for want 
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				of all things secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith your enemy shall distress you in your gates. If you will not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD YOUR GOD; then the LORD will make your plagues wonderful, and the plagues of your seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance. Moreover he will bring upon you all the diseases of Egypt, which you were afraid of; and they shall cleave unto you. Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon you, until you are destroyed. 

				You shall be left few in number, whereas you were as the stars of heaven for multitude; because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God. And it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought; and you shall be plucked from off the land wherever you go to possess it. And the LORD shall scatter you among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known, even wood and stone. And among these nations you shall find no ease, neither shall the sole of your foot have rest: but the LORD shall give you there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow 
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				of mind: and your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you shall fear day and night, and shall have no assurance of your life. 

				In the morning you shall say, Would God it were even, and at even you shall say, Would God it were morning for the fear of your heart wherewith you shall fear, and for the sight of your eyes which you shall see. And the LORD shall bring you into Egypt again with ships, by the way whereof I spoke unto you, you shall see it no more again: and there you shall be sold unto your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen, and no man shall buy you.

				Deuteronomy 28:16-68
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				Part 2

				Becoming the Person God 

				Listens to

				In this part of the series I want to look at examples of people from the bible who were great intercessors to find out why their prayers were answered. I will show that it was not the prayer that appealed to God's benevolence, it was the fact that they were God's friends and they had a character that pleased him. Remember, intercession is only needed in adversity or when we are under God's judgements.
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				Chapter 4

				Abraham – 

				Friend 

				of God

				And the scripture was fulfilled which said, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

				James 2:23

				The first man I want to look at is Abraham, the father of faith. What was the secret of his successful intercession for Lot and his family when God was going to destroy them along with the cities of Sodom and its neighbours. I will not be looking at his prayer because another man could pray the same prayer and it not be effectual. I am going to look at the development of Abraham's character and walk of faith. Faith is only obedience to what God has said, and disobedience is always because of unbelief. Let 
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				us follow his pathway and see how his faith and obedience worked together so that James in the New Testament had this to say of him.

				And the scripture was fulfilled which said, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

				James 2:23

				The Key

				This is the key to great prayers and great intercessors, they become the friend of God and so I want you to understand the process of a man who lived in Babylon worshipping devils, to becoming a man God trusted with being a part of his divine plan for mankind. His obedience was the key to becoming the friend of God and we will never be a person that God can trust with his plans and revelation if we have not learned to be obedient.

				We need to become 'the man' and not just learn the correct words to say, because on their own words will not be effectual. A Christian can use the name of Jesus and it will have no effect if he does not have the character of Jesus. Most prayers in the name of Jesus are not answered, and this should be a challenge to us. 'On fire' Christians have bound so many demons in Jesus name that I find it surprising that there are any left to do Satan's work! When will we realise the hard facts that we are not having the effect on our societies that we should have. Either 
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				we should see results proportional to our prayers or we should be in persecution. Anything less should ring a warning bell.

				Words are Not Enough

				God's word is not enough on its own because without faith – that is without living out and obeying the word – it will not get the desired results because God will not answer his word without the actions of faith. That is why God's people did not inherit the land of Canaan in the time of Moses. Paul makes it quite clear to the Hebrew Christians.

				For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.

				Hebrews 4:2

				Later, in the same letter Paul says that it is impossible to please God without faith, so how can our prayers of intercession be effectual without faith? The answer is simple – they cannot!

				But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that comes to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarded of them that diligently seek him.

				Hebrews 11:6 

				James also, in his letter, makes it very clear that 
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				faith without action is not faith at all. When the faith stays in your head without any action it is at the best, just a daydream, having no reality.

				But will you know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Wasn't Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Do you see how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?

				James 2:21-22

				Obedience is the Key

				The first act of faith/obedience for Abram was when he was asked to leave Ur in Babylon and go to a country that God would show him. To 99% of Christians this would be the ultimate step of faith; think about it, leaving all security, home, friends, church, and to going to a place you didn't even know where – yet this was only the first step in Abram's journey. 

				He obeyed and left home. He was 75 years old when he started his adventure of faith. Of course Abram had a wonderful promise but it was very general and he would have had no idea how God would bring it all about. 

				Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get you out of your country, and from your kindred, and from your father’s house, unto a land that I will show you: and I will make of you a great nation, 
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				and I will bless you, and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless you, and curse him that curses you: and in you shall all families of the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

				Genesis 12:1-4

				We will see that after each step of obedience, God revealed more of his plan to Abram and at no stage did he disobey God. He acted in faith at every stage – in the light he was in. This is an important principle, because many preachers judge Abram because they know the final outcome. We have to walk in Abraham's shoes to see his progress as it really happened. When Abram obeyed God and left his security, God then revealed more of his plan, and told Abraham that the land he was now travelling through was to be his inheritance.

				The LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto you seed will I give this land: and there he built an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.

				Genesis 12:7

				Abram was then tested, because there was a famine in the land God had now promised him. He went down to Egypt for food. This was the very country that his grandson and family would go to for the same reason (a famine), and where God 
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				would make of his seed a great nation. Abraham did not know his life was a prophecy. This is a very important principle to grasp. If you have been called of God from before the foundation of the world, then this principle will apply to you. Your success and failures will all be prophetic of your future if you can only see it.

				Half Sister and Wife?

				Abraham used his wife as a protection for his own life for he asked her to say he was his sister and not reveal she was his wife. Of course he was not lying for she was indeed his half sister, but he did deceive Pharaoh by not revealing that Sari was his wife also. He would later, through this incident (Pharaoh was going to take Sari for his wife) see how God was preserving his life, and more importantly that of his wife's womb from which the child of promise would come. 

				Abraham at this time did not know that the seed would come from his wife, but God was showing him that he and his family were protected (story in Genesis 12:10-20).

				God then faced Abram with another test. After returning from Egypt God blessed him and his nephew Lot with much cattle, but it caused a dispute between them. Abram made the right choice by letting Lot choose the better looking land (account in Genesis 13:1-12). Immediately after he had passed this test of faith, God showed Abram a little more of the detail of his inheritance. The first revelation 
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				Abram had back in Ur, was that from him would come a great nation, but now he showed Abram that his seed would not only produce a nation, but that his seed would cover the earth and would not be able to be numbered, just as the dust of the earth cannot be numbered. What an amazing promise and revelation. Notice, the further revelation did not come until he had made the correct decision in faith and obedience regarding Lot. God also told Abram that the land he was in at the present time would be his. God never promised him any land before he left Ur. 

				...and the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now your eyes, and look from the place where you are, northward, southward, eastward, and westward: for all the land which you see, I will give to you, and to your seed for ever. And I will make your seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall your seed also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto you.

				Genesis 13:14-17

				Let Intercession Begin

				Abraham was now ready for his first act of intercession. He was learning to be a friend of God, and friendship brings responsibility and action on behalf of our friends, even when they do not ask 
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				for it. Part of learning to be a friend of God is to be a friend to our neighbours. To love God with your whole heart is tested by loving your neighbour as yourself. God is watching how you treat your neighbour – which turns out by Jesus' standard to include your enemies – for you can never be God's friend until you show him you can be a true friend to flesh and blood. Think about this. If I cannot be faithful to my boss at work or my husband or wife at home, how it is possible to think I can be faithful to God. We are deluding ourselves if we think otherwise.

				Lot was taken captive along with the inhabitants of Sodom. Abram immediately took men and rescued the whole wicked city. Would you have done that? Most Christians would have rescued Lot and left the ungodly to their just fate, even though they know God died for the most wicked in this world. We are far away from becoming a friend of God because we do not even realise the price we have to pay for this friendship. Abram was of a different calibre and he rescued all.

				And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his 
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				goods, and the women also, and the people.

				Genesis 14:14-16

				This was a physical act of intercession, but it was training for the ultimate act that God had planned for this remarkable man of faith and obedience. If we will not fight in the flesh, we will never fight in the spirit. I am not talking about physical fighting I am talking about defending or supporting, or standing with people in their hour of need. It is much easier to fight fleshly enemies that spiritual ones. God is watching our every action.

				A Visit from Melchizedek

				God then sent Melchizedek to visit Abram. He is a very mysterious figure and there is much that could be said about him, but it is enough here to see that he brought Abram 'bread and wine'. Melchizedek was a priest of the heavenly order and not of the flesh and blood priesthood of Aaron. He brought the spiritual food of the New Covenant to Abram – the first communion meal. This is the meal Jesus gave his disciples and told them to remember his death when they partook of it. It is almost unbelievable that this man Abraham, who lived before the law and Moses, would be given a communion of the New Covenant. No wonder we are all called the children of Abraham when we live and act by faith and not the law.

				Know this, that they which are of faith, the 
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				same are the children of Abraham.

				Galatians 3:7 

				Take It or Leave It?

				Now, Abram faced another test. The spoils were offered to him for his service in saving the city. This was quite legitimate for Israel often gathered the spoils of victory. God even gave Nebuchadnezzar a reward for punishing Israel, so the principle was not wrong. What would Abram do? He refused them, not because it would have been wrong, but because he would not give the King of Sodom a reason to think that he had a part in the process when God blessed him with all he had promised. Abram believed he would inherit all the promises of God and he would not have anyone boast, except God, when it happened. 

				No Earthly Rewards for Abraham

				How often a man who has become very wealthy in this world have people said of him, 'I remember him when he had nothing and I lent him money to start his business', or 'I worked really hard for him when he had nothing'. The motive of all this talk is to convey that they had a part in the man's success and it would not have happened without them. What pride and arrogance. Abram cut this boasting off at the root and would not even take a 'brass farthing', as my granny used to say, from the king of Sodom.
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				And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to your self. And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up my hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, That I will not take from a thread even to a shoe latchet, and that I will not take any thing that is yours, lest you should say, I have made Abram rich.

				Exodus 14:21-23

				I have stated that each time Abram came through a test of faith and character, God showed him more details of the great plan. God came and encouraged Abram after he refused the spoils of battle by telling him he was his protector and reward – thank God Abram didn't settle for earthly rewards. We often settle for the flesh and of course because of this fail to hear the words of the Lord; that our reward is in him. How sad that Christians want treasure on earth when they can have treasure in heaven. It proves where our real home is. 

				After these things (his refusal of the spoils) the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am your shield, and your exceeding great reward.

				Genesis 15:1

				Thinking in the Natural

				Abram then asked God a question as to how the 
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				plan would be fulfilled; he quite naturally thought that the seed would have to come according to the custom of the day; that when a man died childless his chief steward would get the inheritance. Abram believed at this time that the promises of God would come though his steward, Eliezer. This was in no way a lack of faith. Why would he think of the supernatural when it could happen naturally as I have stated. 

				We must be careful not to criticise Abram because he is the father of faith, he is the example of how to inherit the promises. To suggest he got it wrong so many times as I have heard preachers say just does not make sense to me. 

				And Abram said, Lord GOD, what will you give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me you have not given seed: and one born in my house is my heir.

				Genesis 15:3

				Abraham was Shocked

				God then must have shocked Abram for he told him that the seed would come from his own loins. This was the first time God had mentioned that Abram would have a son. He was an old man and had accepted that his wife was barren, but when he heard this he believed God and accepted that he would father a child. His faith was imputed for righteousness.
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				...and, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be your heir; but he that shall come forth out of your own bowels shall be your heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if you be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall your seed be. 

				And he believed in the LORD; and he 

				counted it to him for righteousness.

				Genesis 15:6

				Abram then asked God a question. How will I know that my seed will be like the stars of heaven. A good question because Abram did not expect to live for the next 2,000 years to see it come to pass. This was not a lack of faith because the verse above said he believed God. This was a sensible question. How, when I am alive, will I know what will happen after I am dead. 

				A Narrow Line

				Faith is never afraid to ask questions. There is a narrow line between faith and doubt. It is to do with the heart, that is why it is recorded, before he asked the question, that he did believe and not doubt. This was a question of faith not doubt. God then revealed more of his plan to Abram, because God could trust him more. The relationship was growing. He did not have the title, 'Friend of God' yet, but he was working towards it for sure. See how God 
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				reveals more of his plan, even telling him about the years his seed would spend under the iron yoke of Egypt, and then God made a covenant with Abram.

				...and he said, Lord GOD, how shall I know that I will inherit it?

				Genesis 15:8

				And he said unto Abram, Know for certain that your seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterwards shall they come out with great substance. And you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full ...In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto your seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 

				From Genesis 15:13-18

				Abram must have told Sarai, his wife, of the promise of God through his own seed, and she believed God also and made a suggestion, that she should give her handmaid to Abram as his wife and he would have seed through her and the promise of God would be fulfilled. 

				Listen to Your Wife?
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				Was Abram wrong to listen to his wife? I don't think so. Later on God told him to listen to his wife over another matter. This was also the custom for a childless couple. When a fruitful woman stopped childbearing they often gave their maids to their husband as a wife, or concubine, to produce more seed. God did not say Abram was wrong and neither should we. It was all part of God's plan. The flesh always comes first and so Ishmael had to come before Isaac, Saul had to come before David, and antichrist will be ruler of this world before Jesus. Be careful that you understand God's plan before you make your own judgement on men that God has chosen to fulfil his will.

				And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD has restrained me from bearing: I pray you, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.

				Genesis 16:1

				Abram was 86 years of age when Ishmael was born of Hagar. 4 years later, God renewed his covenant with Abram and changed his name to Abraham. Name denotes character and so God was preparing Abraham for the important work that lay ahead of him. The picture was becoming clearer each time he was tested and each time he moved in faith towards the promise, even if he was still in the natural way of thinking. 
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				God changed Sarai's name to Sarah so she must have also been a partaker of this change of character and walk of faith. She also believed God as her actions clearly show.

				Not What Abraham Expected!

				God then dropped a bombshell to Abraham and told him that his seed would be through Sarah. He laughed and said, "No way Lord, surely it will be through the child of promise that you gave me". Abraham would have believed at that time that this child, Ishmael, was the promised seed, so to hear that he was not must have been a great shock to Abraham.

				Ishmael Curcumcised First

				God told Abram to circumcise himself and all his household, and of course Ishmael, and he obeyed God. He was a 100 years of age and Sarah was 90. God understood that Abraham laughed, but he reaffirmed what he had said and told him what the child should be named. He promised Abraham that he would also bless Ishmael.

				And God said, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son indeed; and you shall call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make 
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				him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he father, and I will make him a great nation. 

				Genesis 17:19-20

				Ishmael was 13 years old when his father circumcised him.

				And Abraham was ninety and nine years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. In the same day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son.

				Genesis 17:124-25

				There is an important principle I want to show at his point. When Abraham made love to Hagar to produce Ishmael he was uncircumcised. That is why Ishmael was the child of the flesh. It is not possible to produce 'an Isaac' until after you have been circumcised. When Abraham made love to Sarah to produce Isaac, just after he had just been circumcised, it was natural to produce a child of promise and the spirit, and not of the flesh. 

				No Circumcision – No Isaac

				So many Christians are trying to produce the promises of God that have been given to them, but alas they have not been circumcised. I am not talking about a person's foreskin because a woman cannot 
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				do this anyway. I am talking about circumcision of the heart. This is what it was always about. The Old Testament attests to this fact. God told Israel to circumcise their hearts way back in Deuteronomy – under the law.

				Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiff necked.

				Deuteronomy 10:16

				For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.

				Romans 2:28-29

				Until a person has had their heart exposed and the flesh cut away there is little that can avail in intercession.

				Great Doors Swing on Little Hinges

				I believe Abraham was now a friend of God because God not only began to share his plan for him, but told Abraham things that he would do that had no bearing on Abraham and his promised seed. From the verses below it is obvious that God trusted Abraham. Trust has to be built on situations and experiences not words, and the tests that Abraham went through, and the decisions he made, were all being watched by God. How much we can learn 
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				about intercession from the life of Abram and his walk of faith. My father taught me that there was no such thing as a small decision. Every little decision has consequences that effect the rest of our lives. Be very diligent if you want to be an intercessor, because God is watching every move you make and you cannot intercede unless God shares what he wants you to intercede for.

				And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgement; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he has spoken of him. 

				Genesis 18:17-18

				We know what happened next, and I do not need to go through it. Enough to say that God told Abraham that he would destroy Sodom and the surrounding cities, which caused Abraham to intercede for Lot. We do not need to look at his prayer, because it was his friendship with God that prevailed and not his prayer. If you do not believe me, try and use his prayer as a model for your circumstances and see what results you get. I can guarantee that if you are not in the place of obedience and good standing with God, and you have not had your heart circumcised and the flesh life cut off, your prayer will be futile 
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				and ineffective (you can read Abraham's prayer for yourself in Genesis 18:23-33). This was not the end of Abraham's intercession of changing God's mind from judgement to mercy, it was just a progression in the journey to his final act. 

				The final act of his intercession was not a prayer at all. It was the obedience of faith that was to prophecy the greatest of all history's intercessions, when God sent his son to stand between his righteous anger and judgement, on the one hand, and the sins of the world on the other hand – ultimate intercession is always an act and not a prayer. 

				Abraham still needed to be obedient for this last act and it seems as though he responded to God's call immediately. He took a 3 day journey to sacrifice his only beloved son. When he was ready to climb the hill he told his servants that he was going to worship; and this is the first mention of the word in the bible. This is ultimate worship! This has nothing to do with singing, or music, or lifting up hands heavenwards, but has everything to do with the heart. Worship is to acknowledge God as supreme and to do his perfect will with out question. 

				No More Questions

				No more questions for Abraham. His son asked about the sacrifice, but Abraham didn't ask God at all. He was going to kill his son and believed God would raise him from the dead to fulfil the promise to him. What a remarkable man he was? He had the same faith as Jesus who believed God when he said 
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				he would not leave his soul in hell or suffer him to see corruption. Intercession is a walk of faith and obedience.

				I started this chapter by saying that Abraham is a wonderful example of this. Hebrews says, ...by faith Abraham obeyed and by faith he offered up his son.'

				By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise ...through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.

				Hebrews 11:8-11

				 Because faith is always linked to obedience it is recorded what God told Abraham after offering Isaac. 

				..and God said, Lay not your hand upon the lad, neither do any thing unto him: for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son from me ...and the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, and said, By myself have I sworn, says the LORD, for because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son: 

				Genesis 15-16

			

		

	
		
			
				80

			

		

		
			
				I N T E R C E S S I O N

			

		

		
			
				 God then confirmed the blessing he had promised Abraham all those years ago.

				That in blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply your seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and your seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because you have obeyed my voice.

				Genesis 22:17-18

				It seemed as if Abraham, after this ultimate test and act of intercession, lived a normal life, his work was done, but he lived an amazingly long life. He was 175 years of age when he died. It takes many years, and many trials, to become the person to whom God will listen to and change his plans for. 

				Our Life is a Prophecy 

				All Abraham’s trials of faith were to get him to the place where he could role play God in the greatest act of intercession in God’s great plan. We cannot produce an Isaac without an Ishmael – that is the process. We act in flesh to show God we have faith and then he unfolds his plan to produce something of the spirit. He very rarely shows us the details at the beginning because he want to see what we will do with the general promise before he shares with us the secrets and details of his plans. That is how 
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				we become the friend of God.
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				All our libraries and studies are mere emptiness compared with our closets.”

				 E. M. Bounds

			

		

	
		
			
				I N T E R C E S S I O N

			

		

		
			
				83

			

		

		
			
				Chapter 5

				Moses, the 

				Meekest Man 

				on Earth

				The greatness of the man's power is the measure of his surrender.

				William Booth

				How did Moses become the great intercessor? How did this man change God's mind to spare a nation when he had decided to destroy it? What was the secret to his answered pleadings with God? Let me go through his life and see the preparation that he went through to become this mighty intercessor. It was Moses' obedience and meekness that enabled him to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt, but it was his intercession that kept them. They would have been destroyed in the wilderness if it hadn't been for Moses and his intercession on their behalf.

				Hosea, reminding backslidden Israel of their 
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				history, confirms this. He was talking about Moses.

				And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved.

				Hosea 12:13

				Predestined

				The first thing to note about Moses is that he was predestined, and all who ever obey God and fulfil his word are also predestined. I am not talking here of a doctrine or of any Calvinistic persuasion, I am quoting the bible. Those who are saved were chosen in him before the foundation of the world. 

				According as he has chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.

				Ephesians 1:4

				Jesus told his disciples that they had not chosen him, but that he had chosen them. They may have chosen to follow him, but he had personally called them as disciples. A follower will never fulfil God's plan for God cannot work with slothful, undisciplined people. Only a disciple can fulfil the will of God. Many are indeed called, but few are chosen. 

				You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 

			

		

	
		
			
				I N T E R C E S S I O N

			

		

		
			
				85

			

		

		
			
				and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

				John 15:16

				Notice that if you bring forth fruit you can ask what you want and God will give it to you. This is surely a key to intercession – bearing fruit.

				Moses was born (predestined) into the elect of God, Israel, and not only that, but he was from the seed of Kohath of the tribe of Levi, who were chosen by God to be the priesthood. The priesthood was not obtained by desire or by democratic vote. God decided who would be priests and they had to be more separated – holy – than the rest of the children of Israel, who as a nation were called to be a separated people.

				Raised in Egypt

				His life was miraculously saved from the genocide of Pharaoh when he was put in the bulrushes by his older sister Miriam. God arranged that he was brought up in Pharaoh's palace as the son of Pharaoh. When he was of age, he started the process that God had prepared for him, and to do the job that he was predestined for – to deliver and preserve God's people.

				Knowing Both Sides
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				To be an intercessor, an advocate, a person has to be able to identify with both the Judge and the accused. Without a knowledge of the judicial system an advocate will not know how to address the judge, and without knowing of the accused and the circumstances of his breaking the law, he cannot properly defend him. I will look at this in detail in subsequent volumes of this series, but we can see that Moses needed to understand the might of Egypt – a symbol of the world as part of his training. This was a long training and took 40 years for him to complete. 

				When this training in Egypt was complete, Moses began to seek his destiny outside of Pharaoh's palace so he went to see his brothers as he knew he had a destiny to deliver them from slavery.

				And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: for he supposed his brothers would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not.

				Acts 7:23-25

				We All Need Training

				Notice that the above verse says that it came into 
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				his heart. It was from outside Moses and obviously it was God who put it in his heart to fulfil his purposes. 

				Moses was still working out of his flesh and not God's spirit and he did deliver one Israelite and kill one Egyptian, but he had to flee into the wilderness because of it. This was all in God's plan for his development. He had, up to this point in his life of 40 years, been finding out the might of Egypt – the world. Now he was to find out about God for another 40 years to complete his training as an intercessor. 

				The wilderness is so necessary for a man of God to go through. He will never accomplish the will of God without this training. He will always act in the flesh and like Moses his effectual deliverance of God's people will be very little indeed. After 40 years in this second stage he was now ready for God to use him, and God appeared to him in his holy mountain – Sinai.

				And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.

				Acts 7:30

				Moses had been 40 years in the wilderness and now God revealed himself to him. God does not reveal himself to carnal and undisciplined followers of Christ. We all have to go through this process if we really want to know God and for God to reveal himself to us.

				Moses was now ready for his mission in life, for at 80 years of age he had become the meekest man 
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				on the earth. What an accolade from God! He was ready, not only to deliver God's people, but by his acts of intercession was able to preserve them in the wilderness, which I believe to be much greater.

				Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.

				Numbers 12:3

				When God called to him out of the burning bush and told him to go to Pharaoh he said that he had stammering lips. Did he have an impediment in his speech? Certainly not. He was the perfect man to go to Pharaoh, for he had known all the protocols of diplomacy and etiquette of the palace and was trained in all the finery of a king. If you think that he had a speech problem you need to look at the scripture from Acts which says the opposite. He was mighty in words when he left Egypt. What he had lost in the backside of the desert, was his sophistication and confidence in his natural abilities (no wonder after talking to sheep for 40 years). This is always a prerequisite for the ministry. The flesh can neither please God nor fulfil his purposes.

				And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.

				Acts 7:20-22
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				In the next chapter I want to look at the intercession of Moses so that we can see the stages, and progressions in his prayers to what is always the end desire of an intercessor, and we will find it is more that just getting our prayers answered.
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				All our libraries and studies are mere emptiness compared with our closets.”

				 E. M. Bounds
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				Chapter 6

				Moses 

				and his 

				Intercession

				And he spoke a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

				Luke 18:1

				Before we look at the actual prayers of Moses we need to understand the background. The story is recorded in Exodus chapter 32 verses 1-10. I have put the scripture below for those readers who may not know all the details. Please read the account slowly and let it sink into your spirit. 

				When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the 
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				man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him. 

				And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. 

				And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 

				And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up out of the land of Egypt

				And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 

				Exodus 32:1-6

				It is obvious that this whole nation had rebelled against God, and the words of Moses, for they were celebrating around a golden calf. God told Moses to go down the mount and see what they had done. God's view of the situation was that they had 'corrupted themselves'.

				And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get down; for your people, which you brought out of 
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				the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made themselves a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed to it, and said, These are your gods, O Israel, which have brought you up out of the land of Egypt. And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, they are a stiff-necked people: 

				Exodus 32:7

				God Was Going to Start Again

				God decided in his fierce anger that he would destroy the whole nation and only save Moses. He was willing to start a new nation through this great man. 

				Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of you a great nation.

				Exodus 32:10

				Thank God that Moses did not rise up in pride and agree with God that they should be destroyed. It was a very appealing suggestion that God made to Moses and if he had agreed with God we would be calling them the children of Moses and not the children of Israel today. His training in the desert was not in vain and instead of agreeing with God that they should be destroyed, he pleaded with God for him to set aside his righteous judgement and show mercy – what a man! Let's look at his amazing 
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				pleading with God. I will go through it point by point.

				Stage 1- Don't Destroy Israel

				1. God had said to Moses that his people that he had brought out of Egypt had corrupted themselves. Moses challenged God and said that they were not his people and he didn't bring them out of Egypt. He told God they were God's people and God brought them out of Egypt. Again his lack of pride would not allow him take any glory for all the signs and wonders that were done through him for the deliverance of God's people. 

				Only this humble attitude, devoid of any pride, will change God's mind when he is set on judgement.

				And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why does your wrath wax hot against your people, which you have brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand?

				Exodus 32:11

				2. Moses used the righteous character of God to change God's mind and asked him to remember his promises that he made to Abraham and his seed. He was appealing to God's faithfulness to his promise.

				Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief he brought them out, to slay them in 
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				the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever.

				Exodus 32:12

				Please God, Change Your Mind

				3. Moses then did an unprecedented thing and asked God to change his mind and repent. 

				Turn from your fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against your people.

				Exodus 32:13

				Please do not think that you can do the same things, say the same prayers as Moses, and get the same results. It was the man that was pleading with God and not his words. Words alone, without the character to back them up, are worthless to God because he knows our character more that we will ever know and we cannot fool God with good and proper prayers. The proof, of course, is if God answered a prayer like that. Read what is recorded in scripture.

				And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.

				Exodus 32:14
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				It seems inconceivable to many Christians that God would change his mind (repent) but I have just quoted what the bible states quite plainly.

				You would think that after his great victory in securing the future of God's people that Moses would have been satisfied and would be praising God for the deliverance, but you would be wrong. Intercession does not stop at the first round of the battle and there were 3 more rounds to go before Moses would be satisfied.

				Consequences

				Although God did not destroy the whole of Israel there were consequences, as there always are for disobedience and rebellion, and 3,000 of God's chosen people were destroyed, not by God but by their fellow Levites.

				Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD’S side? Let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. And he said unto them, This is what the LORD God of Israel says, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour. And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. 
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				Exodus 32:26-28

				God did not destroy Israel, but he did send a plague upon them. The cost of backsliding is very high and it is no different under the new convent; so be warned.

				And the LORD plagued the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron made.

				Exodus 32:35

				Stage 2 - Forgive Israel

				God repented, and said that he would not destroy Israel, but Moses wanted more than that. He wanted God to forgive them – which is a stage further. He told Israel that they needed to be forgiven and he would go up the mount and seek God to see if perhaps he would grant them pardon for their rebellion.

				And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people. You have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; perhaps I shall make an atonement for your sin.

				Exodus 32:30

				Amazing and Dangerous Prayer

				Moses pleaded with God to forgive Israel, and he put his own salvation on the line as a means to convince God of his sincerity and love for God's 
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				people. He said that he wanted God to damn him if he would not forgive Israel. In looking at the way the scripture is written is seems as if he waited a long time before he made the plea

				And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made gods of gold. Yet now, if you will forgive their sin — ; and if not, blot me, I pray, out of your book which you have written.

				Exodus 32:31-32

				Look at the above scripture for there is a long dash after his request to forgive them and I believe he was waiting for God to respond with a positive answer. When Moses realised that God would not answer he added – and if not... I believe he waited a long time before he said that. It is too serious a thing to say quickly or without considered, deep thought.

				I have to confess that I am a long way from the character of Moses. I think I could die for my wife, but I do not believe I could be damned for her. Think about this and ask yourself the question. Paul seemed to have the same amazing love for God's people and said he would be cursed, that is, damned if it would save Israel.

				For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.

				Romans 9:3
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				 This is the depth of love that is missing from Christians. It goes far beyond and above the call of duty. Jesus died for mass murderers, paedophiles and the most wicked people. God's love is too sacrificial for most Christians to even consider as applying to themselves, but Moses was a rare man and after 80 years of training was in this position to plead with God. Moses prevailed; God said he would forgive them, but warned Moses that one day future generations would have to pay for their sins.

				And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever has sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto you: behold, my Angel shall go before you: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their sin upon them.

				Exodus 32:33-34

				God was going to destroy Aaron at that time for his rebellion, but Moses' intercession saved him.

				For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure, wherewith the LORD was wroth against you to destroy you. But the LORD hearkened unto me at that time also. And the LORD was very angry with Aaron to have destroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron also the same time.

				Deuteronomy 9:19-20

				The tide had turned for Israel, thanks to the 
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				intercession of Moses, but he was still not satisfied and pleaded with God for another stage in the progression of full intercession.

				Stage 3 - Please Go With Us

				Notice the above verse from Exodus 32 says that God would send an angel to lead them into the promised land. Moses was not accepting this and he pleaded with God to go personally and lead them himself. It is one thing to avert God's judgement, and another to be forgiven, but now Moses took it a stage further and pleaded for God not to personally leave them – even in the hands of an angel – amazing! 

				And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, you and the people which you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I swore unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto your seed will I give it: And I will send an angel before you; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite: unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of you; for you are a stiff-necked people: lest I consume you in the way.

				Exodus 33:1-3

				This incident is where Moses talked face to face with almighty God. It was during his intercession for 
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				Israel. He had to wear a veil when he came before the people because his face shone with the glory of God and no one could look on it. 

				If you call yourself an intercessor then you need to compare yourself with men like Abraham and Moses and not some old lady in your Church who calls herself a prayer warrior. I am not belittling people who pray fervently and consistently, I am saying that intercession is more that most people realise and the cost is enormous. 

				A modern example would be the Welshman, Reece Howels. Read his biography to see what price he paid Footnote 1. These are the people we need to compare ourselves with.

				And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door. And the LORD spoke unto Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. 

				 Exodus 33:9-11

				Look how Moses talked to God. It is just as the bible says, friend to friend. He is really arguing his case with God as if he is on the same level. 

				Please don't do this if you are not in the same place as Moses because it will not move God at all. Become his friend first and then you can talk as Moses did. Read his dialogue carefully and note his 
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				arguments.

				And Moses said unto the LORD, See, you say to me, Bring up this people: and you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, I know you by name, and you have also found grace in my sight. Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in your sight, show me now your way, that I may know you, that I may find grace in your sight: and consider that this nation is your people. 

				And God said, My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest. And he said unto him, If your presence does not go with me, don't take us forward. For how shall it be known here that I and your people have found grace in your sight? Is it not in that you go with us, so shall we be separated, I and your people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth.

				Exodus 33:12-16

				God was entreated and granted the desire of Moses. He said he would go with them.

				And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that you have spoken about: for you have found grace in my sight, and I know you by name.

				Exodus 33:17

				The question is always the same for those who desire to be an intercessor. It is not, 'do you know 
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				God?' but 'does God know you?' When God says of you that he knows you by name you are on familiar ground and can ask your petitions with confidence.

				Stage 4 – Show Me Your Glory

				God had answered the 3 requests of Moses after his prayers of intercession, and yet still he was not satisfied, and here is the root and key of all intercession. It is more than having your prayers answered. 

				Moses had done all he could for Israel. He had secured their future, he had obtained the forgiveness of God for them, and he had secured that God would go personally with them and not just send an angel to prepare the way. Moses' last request was to know God.

				And Moses said, I beseech you, show me your glory.

				Exodus 33:18

				The Real God

				Moses was not looking for the 'shekinah' or some bright cloud, he was asking God to reveal his very essence and character; who he really was. This is the end of all lover's requests. That they 'know' the person they love. Adam 'knew' his wife – he became one with her. We are talking about an intimate knowledge and relationship.

				God said he could not reveal his body because 
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				Moses would die if he saw his face, but he would reveal his hind quarters. He told Moses to hide in a cleft of a rock, and he then passed by and revealed his true character – 100% just and 100% merciful – and, of course, everything in-between these two opposites (it is impossible to be just and merciful at the same time because mercy is setting aside justice).

				And God said, I will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. And he said, you can not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and you shall stand upon a rock. And it shall come to pass, while my glory passes by, that I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and will cover you with my hand while I pass by: and I will take away mine hand, and you shall see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.

				Exodus 33:19-23

				We can read where God did this in the next chapter of Exodus. 

				And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD 
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				God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped.

				Exodus 34:5-8

				So, I believe we can say the same about Moses as we did with Abraham; God listened to the man and not just his prayers. He prayed the correct prayers for sure, but the secret was that he was the correct man – the meekest man on the earth whom God considered a friend.

				Let us strive to obtain this accolade from the mouth of God that we may be of use to him in these last of the last day when we need to intercede on behalf of the bride of Christ that she may be ready when the bridegroom comes.

				Footnote 1

				Reece Howells Intercessor, by Norman Grubb
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				No man is greater than his prayer life. The pastor who is not praying is playing; the people who are not praying are straying. We have many organisers, but few agonisers; many players and payers, few pray-ers; many singers, few clingers; lots of pastors, few wrestlers; many fears, few tears; much fashion, little passion; many interferers, few intercessors; many writers, but few fighters. Failing here, we fail everywhere.

				Leonard Ravenhill
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				Chapter 7

				Building

				the 

				Bride

				If through a broken heart God can bring his purposes to pass in the world, then thank him for breaking your heart.

				Oswald Chambers

				Ezra and Nehemiah are great examples of intercessors in the Old Testament. We can learn lessons and principles from these two men and how their burden and consequent struggles to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem can apply to us and our present situation, with the return of Jesus imminent. 

				The first thing to notice is that timing plays a great part. Intercession is not something we can do because of 'just a need' – that would come under the prayer of petition. God has a carefully crafted plan that was all worked out before he created this 
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				universe and time, and timing, is very important.

				A King Cyrus Decree

				God stirred up the heart of Cyrus to make a decree to send the children of Israel back to build Jerusalem and more importantly the temple itself; for that is where worship and sacrifice had to be held under the Old Covenant. You could not decide where to sacrifice. 

				But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall you seek, and there you shall come:

				Deuteronomy 12:5 

				Then there shall be a place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there; there you shall bring all that I command you; your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and all your choice vows which you vow unto the LORD: 

				Deuteronomy 12:11

				It is the same under the New Covenant, but we are now the temple, and worship and sacrifice has to be in the heart and not just from the mouth or our physical actions. It now has to be in spirit and truth in our heart and not in a building. If a Christian 
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				believes he has to go to a building to worship and praise God then they still have the Old Covenant mentality. 

				After 70 Years

				The decree from Cyrus came exactly at the time God intended that is should; for it had been prophesied by Jeremiah that God's people would be in Babylon under judgement for 70 years 

				In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, This is what Cyrus king of Persia says, The LORD God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he has charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

				 Ezra 1:1-2

				 Here is the word that Jeremiah spoke to Israel 70 years before this decree.

				And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, says the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations.
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				Jeremiah 25:11-12

				God's Timing

				Daniel, who was still in Babylon up to, and during, the reign of Darius (which was the time they started again to continue building after the prophets had admonished the people), also understood the timing of God, and Daniel's prayers and intercession moved God to stir up the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to motivate the people again to build.

				In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, that the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

				Daniel 9:2

				The call from Cyrus was for those who had a willing heart. There would be a cost to pay if they accepted the call. They would have to leave friends and familiarities, and many would go to a place they had never seen before, and to a hostile reception. The journey would be a long one along a dangerous route with robbers on the way. 

				A Long Journey

				The straight line distance from Babylon to Jerusalem is about 500 miles, but Ezra and his group would have to cover about 900 miles because they 
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				would have to go North West along the Euphrates then south to Jerusalem. They could only go at the speed of the slowest. Cattle carried the carts of gold, silver, brass, and supplies, so it would be at a slow pace. An ox cart would cover an average of 10 miles per day as its speed is 2-3 miles per hour. This journey must have taken between 2-3 months so it was not a light thing to volunteer for this journey. This was not for a holiday – they were emigrating, and would not return. They were to resettle in this strange country and then, of course, it was for a purpose – to work hard on a building project.

				I know those who went had a willing heart and made the decision themselves, but we find that it was God who put the desire in their hearts in the first place for it is recorded in Ezra's account.

				Then the chief of the fathers of Judah rose up and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.

				Ezra 1:5

				We Need a Burden

				We can learn another principle here. Not everyone is called to be an intercessor. If God does not put it in your heart and give you a burden then you have nothing to carry and should support those who do have one. Many of the Children of Israel did not go to Jerusalem, but they were instructed to support 
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				them with finance to be able to go and build the temple again.

				And whosoever remains in any place where he temporally dwells, let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

				 Ezra 1:4

				We can apply this principle today and whoever is called to build the bride should be supported by the body of Christ. Why support those ministries where the leaders are lining their own pockets and living for this life when there are men of God who have a burning desire and burden to prepare the bride and lead people out of Babylon, who are struggling. Let me exhort you to get your priorities right because we will have to account for who we have supported and the motive for that support. 'Giving to gain' is not a good motive. Surely we cannot condone covetousness. It is no sacrifice to give if we get more back again. There is no cost – only gain to this deceitful giving. 

				All We Need is Faith?

				Those Christians who are looking for a wonderful end time revival, untold blessings, prosperity, and status, with Christians taking over the governments of the world before Jesus comes, have nothing to intercede for. All they need is faith. However, 
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				they are fighting God's purposes and will be the ones to hinder the intercessors in these last days with their ridicule and taunts; just like the Tobiahs and Sanballats in Ezra and Nehemiah's day (read Nehemiah chapters 4 and 6).

				Nehemiah had a burden when he heard of the broken down state of the temple and Jerusalem. His burden was to stand in the gap and bring God again to his people and his people to God. In the Old Covenant it was always through the temple in Jerusalem. This act of building was, I believe, an act of intercession. The prayers they prayed were of petition, but the building was the 'standing in the gap' to bring God's people back to worship and sacrifice. 

				Often the prayers of petition come before the actual intercession and we often mistake the petition for intercession. Under Ezra, they fasted and prayer and beseeched God for protection on the dangerous journey and God heard their prayer and was intreated. When they prayed they were not standing in the gap they were asking God for his favour. 

				Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance. For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto the king, saying, The hand of our God is upon 
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				all them for good that seek him; but his power and his wrath is against all them that forsake him. So we fasted and besought our God for this: and he was intreated of us.

				Ezra 8:21-23

				Obedience is Necessary

				When they had completed the long journey, and I should say here that the road to intercession is a long journey of preparation and not just a good idea, the building programme began. When they started then God put the pressure on them to separate themselves and, thank God, they were obedient. The same happened with Nehemiah when they started to build. With Ezra they did it willingly and at great price because they had to put away the wives they had disobediently married, and some of them had children to those wives. Nehemiah had to enforce some of these separations, but the result was the same; God's children were coming back to obedience. This is always a requirement if the walls are to be finished. For us it is the same. We can start to intercede for the bride, but there will come a time when we have to separate ourselves as never before. How can we intercede for a spotless bride if we are full of spots and sores ourselves. It is quite reasonable that God should demand this of us.

				Back to Basics

				Israel started to sacrifice again and keep the feasts 
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				in obedience to the law of Moses. This obedience was essential for God to enable them to complete the work. This was before even the foundation was laid.

				And when the seventh month was come, and the children of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered themselves together as one man to Jerusalem. Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren, and built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God. And they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was upon them because of the people of those countries: and they offered burnt offerings thereon unto the LORD, even burnt offerings morning and evening. They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by number, according to the custom, as the duty of every day required; and afterwards offered the continual burnt offering, both of the new moons, and of all the set feasts of the LORD that were consecrated, and of every one that willingly offered a freewill offering unto the LORD. From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid.

				Ezra 3:1-6
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				When the foundation was laid there was great rejoicing, but also weeping from those who had seen the old temple and had been carried away 70 years previously. Practical intercession is a roller-coaster ride and there are ups and downs, and laughter and tears along the way. 

				Opposition

				After the foundation was laid the opposition started and this is a principle that we can apply today. Satan our adversary, does not mind talk or praise and worship, it is when the foundation for the temple is laid that he gets worried. It will happen for us in our generation when the foundations for the bride are in place; for he will then take notice and stir up opposition. We should expect this and see it as part of the process. It will never fail to happen and I can say from experience that I have learned to recognise this practice of Satan. 

				The opposition was so strong that they were forced to stop building, and for a period nothing happened, but it is all part of the plan of God. We must 'not be weary in well doing' as Paul says. We must keep believing and waiting for the next stage, God was waiting for his man, the next 'King of Babylon – Darius the Mede, to take the throne for he was God's man to give instructions to restart the building. Under his reign the temple was finished and the intercession was complete.
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				Prophets Wanted!

				It was the prophets sent by God that stirred the people to rebuild in the time they were forbidden and that is when the decree came from Darius to continue and the people who were against them had to help them – the tables were turned on their enemies. We have to fight through as they did, with a trowel in one hand and a sword in the other. This is no fair-weather boat ride; this is for battle hardened, and seasoned sailors, who have been trained over many years with numerous trials of their faith. Only a fool would think they could just walk into this ministry easily or without arduous training.

				Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them. Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets of God helping them.

				Ezra 1:1-2

				Holiness

				When they restarted the building there was again a purifying and holiness required. Nehemiah told them to stop using usury on their own people and to stop Sabbath trading. This process of more building 
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				and more purification does not stop until the job is done.

				There are so many parallels in this story of rebuilding the temple and walls of Jerusalem that we can apply to our present day situation. I believe that it is now the time when God is stirring people with a burden to build the bride and prepare her for Jesus to come. The book of Revelation tells us that 'the bride has made herself ready' and this is the call in these last days. We certainly need the true prophets of God to come in the spirit of Elijah and John the Baptist to declare that the Church should make his paths straight and bring fruits fit for repentance. 

				I pray that you will be ready if God calls you and, if not, that you will be ready to support those who have the burden.

				Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready.

				Revelation 19:7
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				You cannot be an intercessor if you do not please God. We must do the things that please him if we want this position of authority and mediation.
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				Chapter 8

				Jesus - A Well 

				Beloved

				Son

				I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

				Isaiah 53:12

				 

				If we are looking at great intercessors of the bible then Jesus must be our finest example. Jesus came and died as a prophet, but when he rose from the dead with a new spiritual body he became a priest after the order of Melchizedek, and the role of a priest is always that of mediation and intercession. 

				The Place of Intercession
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				King David, that great prophet, said that Jesus would sit at the right hand of God, which is surely the place of intercession. Remember that God is the judge of all the earth and that in any court there is an advocate and an accuser as well as those being judged. 

				The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I make my enemies your footstool.

				Psalms 110:1

				Paul also knew that the place at the right hand of God was the place of intercession and he told the believers in Rome of this fact.

				Who is he that condemns? It is Christ that died, yes rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.

				Romans 8:34

				How did Jesus obtain this position of intercession? Was it automatic because he was God's son? I believe not, for the bible says clearly that it had to be earned and Jesus had to be proved and tested. I will look at the training that Jesus went through, but I want to make the following point. If Jesus, who although born with the nature of Adam according to the flesh yet never sinned, had to be tested and suffer to obtain this position of intercession, doesn't it seem presumptuous of Christians to think that they can just go into this ministry because they 'like the idea' 
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				or have been challenged by some minister? Surely, we are not better than Jesus and so will need to be tested, tried, and proved, for this important task.

				We All Need Training

				How can a man go to war without training, and we are certainly in a spiritual warfare according to teaching under the New Covenant?

				For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds.

				2 Corinthians 10:4 

				Jesus had this wonderful accolade from his father in heaven.

				This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

				Matthew 3:17 

				You cannot be an intercessor if you do not please God. We must do the things that please him if we want this position of authority and mediation. I want to look at the life of Jesus to see what things he did that pleased God. 

				1. He Was Perfectly Obedient

				This must be our aim – to do all that we are asked in exactly the way we are instructed. Jesus only did 
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				what the father showed him and nothing that he thought to do of himself. 

				I can of my own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgement is just; because I seek not my own will, but the will of the Father which has sent me. 

				John 5:30

				Then said Jesus unto them, When you have lifted up the Son of man, then you shall know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father has taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father has not left me alone; for I always do those things that please him.

				John 8:28-29

				Many Christians are waiting for God to speak to them so that they can do the perfect will of God in obedience, but they will never hear God, because they do not realise the following principle. 

				If you are not doing the general will and instructions that we are told to do in the teachings of Jesus (for example, deny self, take up our cross, and forsake all), then why would God tell us his personal will for our lives? Unless we are living the Sermon on the Mount lifestyle, which is quite easy to understand, I am convinced that God will not reveal his personal will for us. It is not only my belief, but my confirmed observation from over 50 years of 

			

		

	
		
			
				124

			

		

		
			
				I N T E R C E S S I O N

			

		

		
			
				watching Christians in their growth – or lack of it.

				2. He Suffered in the Flesh

				This may seem a strange qualification for an intercessor, but that is perhaps because we do not know the requirements for this ministry. It was necessary for Jesus to suffer so that he can succour (that is have compassion) on those that suffer. 

				Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;

				Hebrews 5:8 

				 For in that he himself has suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

				Hebrews 2:18

				Suffering is a Necessity

				For us to intercede it is also necessary that we go though suffering to be able to identify with those who are suffering, or are about to suffer. If we will not go through the painful trials with the correct attitude we will never attain the standard that is required. This is what Peter told the early believers.

				For what glory is it, if, when you are buffeted for your faults, you shall take it patiently, but if, when you do well, and suffer for it, you take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even 
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				hereunto you were called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow his steps:

				1 Peter 2:20-21

				Forasmuch then, as Christ has suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin; that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

				1 Peter 4:1-2

				How does the modern Church with it's lovey-dovey sentimental, wishy-washy, cheap grace, and emotional love, interpret these sayings that are quite unambiguous?

				3. He Glorified God on this Earth

				To glorify God is to show his character. Jesus spent 3 years on this earth to do this. He could have gone to the cross after 6 months, for surely he had done enough miracles to demonstrate he was the Messiah. He needed to show his disciples the lifestyle that God required of a disciple, and that takes time. Nebuchadnezzar thought that 3 years would be enough time for Daniel and his 3 friends to be 'Babylonianised' and learn the culture, language, and thinking of his kingdom, and Jesus thought that in 3 years he could, by teaching and 
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				example, show the kingdom lifestyle and attitudes to change men from the character of Adam to the character of God.

				Just before the cross, when Jesus was to die so that he could be resurrected to start his new ministry of intercession for his bride, he could say these words:

				I have glorified you on the earth: I have finished the work which you gave me to do.

				John 17:4

				Unless we can say these same words, 'I have glorified you on this earth', we will not qualify to be an intercessor. 

				It is a high standard that is required and our flesh life has to be dealt with so that we can show the life of Christ. It is not enough to know our doctrines or use our talents and gifts, because if our lifestyle does not glorify God then neither will our talents or gifts and we will deceive ourselves and other Christians who are carnal, but we will never deceive God or spiritual disciples of Christ. 

				Our character develops, and matures, through our trials and testing and Jesus had to go through his testing in the wilderness before he even started his ministry. 

				Jesus was tempted with everything that we will be tested with and he came through the test; and we can also come through the test and be of use to God.
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				For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

				Hebrews 4:15

				4. He Feared God

				The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, according to the writings of David, Job, and Solomon, and without this fear we can never please God or be of use to him in intercession. This is what David said in one of his Psalms:

				The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endures for ever.

				Psalms 111:10

				Jesus, who is our example, feared his father in heaven and this may surprise many readers, but here is a scripture that shows it to be true.

				Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared.

				Hebrews 5:7

				Maybe, many Christians do not know of this fear 
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				and how it keeps a person from sinning and protects them from their wilful ways, but it is a wonderful thing.

				5. Jesus Carried the Burden of Intercession

				I stated earlier in this volume that intercession is more that prayer; it is carrying a burden, and I believe Jesus carried this burden that his father had placed upon him. When he was 12 years of age he said to his mother, and Joseph, that he must be about his father's business, and I believe from that time he realised that he had a mission to accomplish which included the fact that he would also suffer and die for the sin of the world (On the mount of transfiguration it was the topic of conversation with Moses and Elijah).

				And he said unto them, How is it that you sought me? Didn't you know that I must be about my Father’s business?

				Luke 2:49

				I believe that the realisation of what he had to accomplish was never far away from his thoughts and he had to carry this all the way through his ministry. When Peter had the revelation that he was the son of God, Jesus then began to tell them what he had carried all his life and share his burden; that he must suffer, and die, and rise again. 
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				From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

				Matthew 16:21

				On the mount of transfiguration the subject that Moses and Elijah talked about was his intercession for mankind – the suffering and crucifixion that lay ahead for Jesus. 

				And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: who appeared in glory, and spoke of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.

				Luke 9:30:31

				Just before Jesus went into Jerusalem for the last time, realising that God's people would not recognise him and crucify him, he showed his true intercessory heart by weeping over the city, knowing what it would have to go through 40 years later when Rome would raise it to the ground and the blood would be running in the streets from God's rebellious children. 

				Intercession always has physical and emotional consequences that come from spiritual burdens.

				And when he came near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, saying, If you had known, 
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				even you, at least in this your day, the things which belong unto your peace, but now they are hid from your eyes. For the days shall come upon you, that your enemies shall cast a trench about you, and compass you round, and keep you in on every side, and shall lay you even with the ground, and your children within you; and they shall not leave in you one stone upon another; because you didn't know the time of your visitation.

				Luke 19:41-44

				Isaiah, looking through the annuls of time, saw Jesus as a man of sorrows and familiar with grief. What a picture of a man who is carrying a burden.

				He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

				Isaiah 53:3-4

				Seeing the Cost

				If we are to be intercessors, then we need to see the cost and example of Jesus our great High Priest. If we are full of Jesus we will do what he did, think like he thought, and intercede how he interceded. That is why John told us that we need to abide in 
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				him and his words abide in us so that we can ask for what we want and God will grant it to us.

				If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you.

				John 15:7

				We also need to be full of the Holy Ghost so that he can guide us, show us all the things we need to know, and to make intercession through us according to the will of God. 

				Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.

				John 16:13

				Likewise the Spirit also helps our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself makes intercession for us with groaning which cannot be uttered. And he that searches the hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because he makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

				Romans 8:26-27

				Intercession is not a prayer but a burden, a lifestyle 
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				of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. It is being a partaker of the divine plan of God and carrying the feelings and pain of his plan, and only someone who is intimate with God will experience his feelings and pain for the bride of Christ who needs preparing (the Church) and the wife of God who needs restoring (Israel).
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				The experiences of men who walked with God in olden times agree to teach that the Lord cannot fully bless a man until he has first conquered him. The degree of blessing enjoyed by any man will correspond exactly with the completeness of God's victory over him.

				A. W. Tozer, 
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				Chapter 9

				Jesus - The 

				Great 

				Intercessor

				My little children, these things I write unto you, that you sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

				1 John 2:1-2

				As I have already stated, an intercessor has to have a knowledge of both the accused and the judicial system and we can see how this was accomplished in the life of Jesus. 

				Finding Your Destiny

				When he was 12 years of age he was asking questions of the elders, and told his parents he needed to be about his father's business. In the last chapter I said 
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				he needed to know his own destiny and purpose for being on this earth, but he also needed to learn of his father's character and ways of dealing with situations. Jesus spent many nights alone in communication with his father. He was sinless, but he still needed that communication to know what his father would do in any situation and to seek his will. It seems strange to say that Jesus had to seek the will of God for most Christians would think that it was automatic and he would always know it. However, you never seek for what you have, only for what you do not have, and the following scripture proves my point.

				I can of my self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgement is just; because I do not seek my own will, but I seek the will of the Father which has sent me.

				John 5:30

				Jesus also needed to be able to identify with the people he would intercede for on the cross, and so it was necessary that he mixed with sinners, and was not isolated from them. 

				This is so important for an intercessor. Christians who are self righteous and keep away from sinners and the world are unbalanced for we are to be in the world even though we are not to be of it, otherwise we can never mediate between God and sinners if we only know God and cannot identify with sin.
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				Knowing the Truth

				If we cannot see our own sin then we are hypocrites and, as John says in his letter, we are liars and the truth is not in us. We may be forgiven, but we are still sinners, and we must never forget this fact if we are to intercede for those who have sinned.

				If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

				1 John 1:8-10

				I could give a long list of people that Jesus deliberately mixed with who were of ill repute but here are a few:- the woman at the well, Zacchaeus, the tax gatherers, and the thief on the cross. We must never be divorced from those we are to intercede for.

				Gethsemane

				Comparing Jesus' prayer in the garden of Gethsemane with his crucifixion the next day is a good illustration of the difference between petition and intercession. 
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				In the garden of Gethsemane, although Jesus sweat drops of blood and agonised in persistent prayer, it was not intercession because he was not the intermediary. He was pleading directly with God for himself and not on behalf of others. Therefore, it was petitional prayer and not intercessory prayer. He was asking God to change his mind and make another way for salvation, but he was not interceding. 

				This is a common mistaken belief Christians have when they petition God for things they want, or believe is the will of God for them. Often they will fast and cry to God, but unless it is on the behalf of someone else it can never be intercession. 

				It's All About the Cross

				Christ's battle in the garden was a battle of his own will against the will of his father and the decision of whether he would be an intercessor or not. He prayed 3 times so he was persistent, just as Paul was when he asked God 3 times to remove his thorn in the flesh. 

				Jesus said men ought to pray and not to faint, but he was talking about petition not intercession.

				The cross was the ultimate intercession of Jesus and the garden was the battle to see if he would pay the price of that intercession. There is always a battle in the will of a person before acts of great intercession and Jesus had to go through this, just as we will have to. The cost is not small and it is not for 
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				the faint-hearted or feeble. This is 'man's stuff' and not for people with 'little old lady' mentality.

				In the end, Jesus was obedient to the death of the cross and only obedience will suffice for intercessors. The rewards are great for those we intercede for and also for the person who intercedes as the following scriptures show. 

				Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; although he were a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

				Hebrews 5:7-9

				And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also has highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

				Philippians 2:8-11

				The principle is the same for us. If we suffer with 
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				Christ we will also reign with him.

				If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:

				2 Timothy 2:12

				Paid in Full

				The greatest act of intercession this world has known was when Jesus hung between the judge of all the earth and the sins of the world. In the garden, once he decided to pay the price, his heart changed and he even interceded for his enemies as they were killing him and asked God to forgive them. On the cross he took away the sin of the world because his intercession was accepted of God – the price was paid in full and God was entreated for all the sins from Adam until heaven and earth pass away. 

				Jesus did not pray for the sins of the world on the cross, he just put his body on the line and submitted to the will of God. This is ultimate intercession, not prayer – but submission, and paying the price demanded to purchase the salvation of the whole world. His intercession was to stand in the gap – as all intercessors do – and is he is now worthy to start the judgement of the whole world in preparation for the fulfilment of the plan of his father in heaven.

				And one of the elders said unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
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				of David, has prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

				Revelation 2:5

				Interceding For the Bride

				Of course, Jesus is now our great High Priest interceding at the right hand of God but he is not interceding for lost sinners, as he has done all he needs to do for Salvation. 

				For the last 2,000 years he has been interceding for his bride and this will continue until his father tells him to 'go and get her'. 

				Who is he that condemns? It is Christ that died, yes rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.

				Romans 8:34

				John the apostle, in his letter to the believers, urges them to follow Christ, not only in words but in practical ways. His example is of the intercessory act of Jesus. He tells us we should lay down our life for our brothers. 

				Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But whoever has this world’s good, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how does the love of God dwell in 
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				him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

				1 John 3:16

				Preparing the Bride

				I believe this is a challenge to all who believe that the coming of Jesus for his bride is imminent. We must have a burden to prepare the bride and be ready to pay the intercessory price and intercede on her behalf so that the spots and wrinkles are taken away and she becomes a pure and holy bride fit for her husband. 

				... even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

				Ephesians 5:25-27

				We have to pluck the brands from the burning, as Jude tell us when speaking about the last days apostasy before Jesus comes. 

				And of some have compassion, making a difference: and others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

				Jude 22-23
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				Let me urge you to put off all carnality and seek the kingdom that is coming, and prepare yourself to meet your husband, for you are already betrothed to Christ and it is a legal, and binding contract in his blood. We will all have to give an account at the judgement seat of Christ, not for our salvation, but for how we have lived as a person betrothed to Christ. 

				For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he has done, whether it be good or bad.

				2 Corinthians 5:10

				This is so serious and yet most Christians have not heard even one sermon on preparing themselves to meet Christ at the judgement seat to account for their 'Christian life and lifestyle'. Please take this seriously and endeavour to live a life that will be pleasing to God, and strive to become the person that God will listen to, so that you can become a true intercessor; that by fervent prayer, and a righteous life, you will avail much.

				... the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

				James 5:16

				=
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				Israel, the Church, & the 

				Kingdom of God

				 

				Maurice Barratt has written 7 volumes on this vital subject. He presents the whole plan of God from the creation to the destruction of the present earth and the new creation that will last for eternity. Throughout the volumes Maurice shows that God's plan is one of love, romance, and family life, and this refreshing approach will surprise and challenge the very basis of much Church doctrine. His style is easy reading based on logic and the bible.

				This whole series of books are available as talks on 

				DVD, CD, MP3, or Video MP4.

				There are 49, one hour talks covering the 7 books.

				Order all books from Barratt Ministries

				114 Daisybank Road,

				Manchester, UK.

				M14 5QH

				Tel. 0161 224 2620

				or from web sites

				www.barrattministries.org.uk

				www.amazon.co.uk
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				Radical Discipleship

				Maurice Barratt has written a 6 volume series on discipleship based on the Sermon on the Mount. It is not a theological, but a practical look at how Jesus expects us to actually live. He argues that Christianity is a lifestyle more than a belief, and if taken literally, and practiced, it will change any person radically.

				Volume 1

				Will the Real Christians Please Stand Up

				Volume 2

				Salt and Light - the character of a disciple

				Volume 3

				Fulfilling the Law

				Volume 4 

				The Secret Life

				Volume 5

				Content or Covetous

				Volume 6

				Choices for a Disciple
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				6,000 Years of Babylon

				Maurice has written a series of 5 volumes on the way that this system of counterfeit worship, started in the Garden of Eden and thorough many permutations has come to fruition at this present time in history. A very challenging and thought provoking series for anyone who is in any religion.

				Available from Barratt Ministries shop on www.barrattministries.org.uk or from www.amazon.co.uk. 

				All the series are available on these sites as E-Books
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