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			Introduction

			My husband Maurice and I had been sitting on the plane for longer than usual and were tired. We had already had two flights, one from Manchester (UK) to Amsterdam, then from Amsterdam to Kigali, and were now waiting for passengers to board so we could continue our flight to Entebbe in Uganda. As we waited the pilot made an announcement that a lock-down had taken place in Entebbe which meant that they were no longer allowing planes to land in their airport. Negotiations were in progress between Amsterdam and Entebbe to see whether they would allow our plane to commence the journey or return to Amsterdam.

			When we left England on our missions trip to Uganda there were already rumours going around that something was about to happen and people were unsettled. Because we don’t buy newspapers, watch the news, or have a television to hear national announcements we were unaware of the seriousness of the situation, although we had heard that it was impossible to buy toilet paper as the stores had been completely depleted due to people panic buying. It didn’t really concern us, but now the situation hit us.

			After some time the pilot announced over the speaker that since the ruling for the lock down had been made whilst we were in the air we would be allowed to continue our journey as we were only one hour away, but we would be the last flight allowed in. How amazing is that! We had booked our tickets months previously, before any rumours or unrest, yet God had chosen that we be on this flight!

			We held a couple of scheduled conferences but when we turned up at the church where the third conference was to be held the pastor met us at the door and told us that he’d had to cancel as a lock down had been imposed on the nation, and churches, as well as many other facilities, had been ordered to close their doors until the lock down had been lifted. It was further ordered that no more than five people could meet together at any time. Wow, this really was serious! Maurice and I looked at one another, and then looked at the pastor. “Well, brother, we’ve come all this way from England and are still prepared to hold meetings and teach your people if you’re prepared to join us.”

			Something came over the pastor and he suddenly became excited. “Okay,” he said, “We shall all take a chair from the church and you can follow me.” After hearing that instruction those who had turned up for the meeting went into the church, grabbed a chair (Maurice and myself included), and followed the pastor into the bush. 

			Our little procession walked in line for quite a distance until we reached a small village. There, under the shade of trees, in the midst of chickens, goats, children, and curious adults we held our meeting. This was so different to what they would have done in their churches. There was no hype with singing and dancing, no acknowledgements of dignitaries in the midst, no feedback from P.A. Systems which weren’t being operated properly, and it was absolutely wonderful. Maurice taught and it was so free and easy that when he said something which was difficult to understand individuals asked what he meant and he was able to explain and expound further. The fellowship was real.

			These people were taking a real risk. In England to disobey a command from the government we could expect a warning, or possibly a fine, but out here in Africa they ran the risk of being imprisoned or even shot. What we were in the middle of was the beginning of the underground church with people who had made to the choice to obey God rather than the government. 

			Before lock down churchgoers criticised those who called themselves Christians but didn’t attend church, telling them that the Bible instructs us not the forsake the assembling of ourselves together, giving the illustration of how a single coal which has fallen out of the fire cannot maintain its glow when away from the other hot pieces of coal. Yet when lock down came and the government ordered non-essential public meeting places which included pubs, restaurants, schools, businesses, and churches to close until further notice, the churches shut their doors without any struggle. Hospitals and Pharmacies remained open because these were classed as ‘essential’, but it only emphasised that the church is ‘non-essential’ and the members as well as the leaders saw it in that light too.

			We have no excuse as there are so many examples of people in the Bible, whom we admire, who obeyed God rather than governments:

			Moses’s parents hid him rather than allow the soldiers of Pharaoh to kill him.

			Pharaoh's daughter went against the decree of her father and took Moses in knowing he was a Hebrew baby and should have been killed.

			Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego would not bow to the statue even though the king himself had ordered it and ended up in the fiery furnace.

			Daniel, with a high powred positon in the government, ignored the ruling to not pray to any god for 30 days and openly continued his prayer life, ending up in the lion’s den.

			Peter and Paul were both instructed not to preach or teach in the name of Jesus but defied this ruling and ended up being imprisoned and beaten on numerous occasions.

			Brother Andrew started his worldwide ministry by preaching and smuggling Bibles into countries where they were forbidden.

			The list could go on and on …

			It’s so easy to call yourself a Christian (I prefer to use the term Believer), but can you prove it by your lifestyle? Talk is cheap. It costs nothing to make statements, but can you live what you profess? Is God really the Lord of your life like you say he is? Can you prove it? Can you walk the talk?

		

	
		
			Chapter One

			The good shepherd

			Who is Jesus? That's a question many people ask because sadly kids are growing up without that knowledge today as secular schools don't teach about him. Yes, they may include him in their national curriculum studies, but they educate about many gods and children are given multiple choices when it comes to faith. It was a long time ago when I went to school and since then we've had a couple of generations growing up without any knowledge of Yahweh, our Almighty God, the creator of heaven and earth, or Jesus Christ his son. But I find that many Christians don't really understand who Jesus really is either.

			The Pharisees and  Scribes were forever asking who Jesus was too. Luke15:1-2 says they murmured (complained) and criticised Jesus's behaviour because he seemed to mingle with publicans and sinners on a regular basis. He even went so far as to eat with them – which was anathema to them. He claimed he was a man of God and did miracles, as well as healing the blind and raising the dead, so they knew he was special, but his lifestyle didn't add up if he was a 'holy' person. 

			Holy People?

			There were 'holy' people in Jesus' day who would withdraw from the city of Jerusalem to go and live in caves by themselves. There are still people living like this way today called the Qumran Community. These people believed that in order to stay pure they had to cut off from all evil influences because they realised that Jerusalem was morally and spiritually compromised. They read and studied the scriptures all the time and kept themselves as pure as could be.

			Obviously the Pharisees didn't go this far, but were very strict about whom they kept company with, and whom they extended hospitality to, because if you welcomed the wrong people into your house and entertained them it was like endorsing and approving their sin. And aren't we supposed to 'abstain from all appearance of evil'?

			But Jesus was mixing with adulterers, tax collectors, and prostitutes, which in the eyes of the Pharisees meant he was tacitly approving what they were doing, and morally compromising himself. This is why they were murmuring, because if he was a man of God there was no way he would be doing these things.

			The Good Shepherd

			In answer to their criticism Jesus told a story implying that he  himself was the main character – a good shepherd.

			What man of you, having 100 sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the 99 in the wilderness, and goes after that which is lost, until he finds it? And when he's found it he lays it on his shoulders rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repents, more than over 99 just persons, which need no repentance.

			Luke 15:4-7

			These Pharisees were just downright self-righteous and insensitive. In order to criticise Jesus they were publicly running down and humiliating the people he associated with, who must have felt pretty inadequate to begin with. This story must have blessed the hearts of those poor people as much as it infuriated the Pharisees, who knew the scriptures backwards, especially Psalm 23 ... even Christians who don't read their bibles know that one.

			Psalm 23

			Psalm 23 says, '...the Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing'. Why do I lack nothing? Because the Lord is a good shepherd.

			'He makes me lie down in green pastures.' What's the big deal about that? Well, if you're a sheep that means you're surrounded by luscious food, so that's wonderful.

			'He leads me beside still water' … now this is important. The water has to be still otherwise the sheep can't drink. Why not? Well, a sheep is covered with wool. When wool gets wet it gets very heavy. So if you're a sheep and have to stick your head in the water to drink, and the waters are splashing all around you, the front part of you will get wet and very heavy. And because you're on an incline with your feet forward and your backside sticking up, you'll end up pivoting into the water. Now the rest of the wool gets wet and heavy. Sheep are not good swimmers so eventually end up on their back bloated and dead. Still waters means safety.

			'He anoints my head with oil.' Sheep can get their head caught in briers and die trying to get untangled. There are horrid little flies which like to torment sheep by laying eggs in their nostrils, these hatch and turn into worms driving the sheep to beat their head against a rock, sometimes to death. Their ears and eyes are also susceptible to tormenting insects. So the shepherd anoints their whole head with oil, then there is peace. That oil forms a barrier of protection against the evil that tries to destroy the sheep. 

			'He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.' When we're going in the wrong direction, the good shepherd turns us around to go the right way … but it's for his name's sake! It's all about God.

			It's good to remember what this Psalm is all about here. Verse 1 says, the LORD is my shepherd. We tend to think this Psalm is all about us, the sheep, for it says, I shall not want, he makes me to lie down, he leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul, but it's actually about the good shepherd and what he does for his sheep.

			'Thy rod and thy staff comfort me.' I can understand the staff being a comfort because the shepherd uses that to grab hold of a sheep in a compromising situation and pull it out of danger, but why did the rod comfort the sheep? Jesus and Paul were both beaten with rods!

			Well if something was threatening the sheep the shepherd would use the rod to ward it off, it was used as a weapon to protect the sheep. So that would certainly comfort the sheep.

			Counterfeit Shepherds

			The Pharisees were 'self-appointed' shepherds and not called of God. The tribe of Levi was the God appointed priesthood, and they were meant to shepherd God's people, but we know that Paul the Apostle came from the tribe of Benjamin and had been a Pharisee. God has much to say about shepherds (another word is pastors) who have no heart for the flock.

			This is what it says in Jeremiah.

			Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; You have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, says the LORD.

			Jeremiah 23:1

			In Ezekiel 34 God is truly angry with the shepherds because not only were they neglecting the sheep, they were actually fleecing and eating them, when they should be looking after them.

			Many people have left the church because they've had bad experiences. Instead of going after the sheep, many pastors are driving the sheep away with their controlling spirit and heavy shepherding, whilst others are doing all they can to keep the sheep in the church because all they want from them is the wool off their backs (their tithes and offerings). And God warns these shepherds very strongly that there will be a day of reckoning when they will be punished.

			This parable starts with Jesus asking the question – Which of you, having 100 sheep, if he loses one of them … So, the fault is not with the sheep – it's with the shepherd. The shepherd has lost the sheep. He's a bad shepherd. He hasn't cared for the sheep. 'My sheep hear my voice'. 

			Hearing the Voice

			Well, back to the sheep. From being very young the sheep would learn to recognise the shepherds voice. I have a friend who told me that during a vacation on a small farm the farmer's wife, who had about five sheep, would let them graze in a field occupied by many sheep. Intrigued, my friend asked her how on earth she could tell which sheep were hers? She smiled and told him to watch. She went to the edge of the field and shouted over the fence, “Come here, girls!” And her five sheep immediately lifted their heads from the ground and ran to her. They knew her voice and that was how it was in Jesus' day.

			Leaving the 99

			Perhaps the shepherd with 100 sheep was letting his sheep graze in a field with other sheep, but when he shouted only 99 heard the call. It could be the other one was out of earshot and still had his head down. When a sheep eventually lifts its head and finds itself separated from the flock and alone, it wanders off trying to find the others and when it realises it's lost it will go and find a rock, a bush, or a big tree to hide behind, and will shake and cry. The poor sheep is literally paralysed with fear. It will quake and be unable to move even if you slowly walk up to it, and only at the point of touching it will it try to run. It will be totally vulnerable to any wild animal and will definitely not survive long in the wilderness. Even when the shepherd comes the sheep will not be able to respond to the voice. The shepherd has to pick the sheep up and carry it home.

			It's the shepherd who makes the search, and looks for the sheep. He picks it up, and carries it. Yes, the shepherd has to pay the price for rescuing and bringing the sheep home. It's the shepherd who puts in all the effort – because he's a good shepherd. And when the shepherd brings the sheep home he tells everyone to come celebrate with him, and there's a big party. 

			What's the celebration all about? It's all about Jesus. Well, his friends are certainly not going to congratulate the sheep! The straying sheep was trouble! No, they shake the shepherd's hand and rejoice that he knew where to look and managed, once again, to find one of his own before it was ravaged by wild animals.  Yes, that's what all the rejoicing is about, the fact that the shepherd has rescued another of his sheep. 

			This story is not about us … it all about Jesus!

			Here are some verses from John 17 – it's in the upper room at the end of Jesus' life, where he's praying to his father.    

			All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I am glorified in them.  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to you. Holy Father, keep through your own name those whom you have given me, that they may be one, as we are.  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in your name: those that you gave me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. And now come I to you; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that you should take them out of the world, but that you should keep them from the evil.

			John 17:10-15

			So you ask, "Who is Jesus?" Well, we've all been through times of testing in our lives which have diverted us from living the right way. Jesus said many things about himself that he was 'the way', 'the truth', 'the life', 'the door', 'the light', but in this chapter I am just showing how he is the good shepherd who looks out for and rescues us. Thank God we have a good shepherd. 

			If you're one of Jesus' sheep and have somehow missed your way, stop running, cry out, and let the good shepherd find you. He promised his flock that he would never leave them, nor forsake them. Just remember, Jesus is praying for us … and he's lost none of the sheep who belong to him yet

		

	
		
			Chapter Two

			Emotional decisions

			I'd like to talk about the danger of making emotional decisions.

			An emotional decision is always based on how we are feeling at the time. We can feel bored, frustrated, anxious, fearful, stressed, or angry, and if we're not careful these emotions have a way of being expressed through our words or physical actions. Our emotional state may be momentary, but the consequences of our decision made whilst we have these feelings can last a lifetime. 

			King David

			We read of an incident in 2 Samuel 11 where King David made some emotional decisions.

			King David should have been engaged in fighting the Lord’s battles, but instead he remained in Jerusalem, and gave himself up to luxurious idleness, for the bible says he arose from his bed in the evening. He could have been feeling a little bored. He looked out of his window and saw a woman bathing. She was the wife of one of his valiant men, an honourable and well respected man in his army named Uriah the Hittite, who was at that very moment away fighting. 

			Now David already had 8 wives, but the fact that he was watching something he shouldn't have seen aroused his manly passions to such a high that he sent one of his servants to bring her to him, and his aroused passions could only be satisfied by committing adultery with the woman. His immediate lustful emotions had been satisfied, but as with all decisions acting upon them brought consequences.

			No Turning Back

			A few weeks after this encounter the woman let him know she was pregnant with his child. So, afraid of losing his good reputation, David called the husband home from the battlefield and tried his best to get him to spend some personal, quality time with his wife. But this honourable soldier in all conscience couldn't do this knowing his comrades were at that very moment lying in trenches, risking their lives.

			Realising his adultery was going to be found out, David sent Uriah back into battle with a dispatch for his commanding officer instructing that he be placed in the thickest part of the action. David wanted this man to die in battle. And he did!

			My pastor used to say, "There's no such thing as a small decision because every decision you make affects the rest of your life." But the problem with humanity is that it's all too easy to make emotional decisions. This is something we need to watch out for. Our actions need to be ruled by our heads, not our emotions. 

			Starting a Fire

			Fights start when provocative words have been spoken, because tempers flare up, and this ends up with fists flying. When I used to visit the prisons I found that many people were serving time for manslaughter. Manslaughter was not classed as murder because the deaths had not been premeditated. Someone had just lost their temper, reacted, and ended up killing the one they were angry with.

			Girls get pregnant because of emotional decisions. Sometimes the girl didn't even know the name of the guy. She'd just been at a party, got drunk, and the next thing she knew she was having sex with a complete stranger.

			The vast majority of abortions are performed because of emotional decisions. The mother or father think a baby is too big a responsibility to handle so they get rid of their potential problem. Marriages often end in divorce because of pressure and frustration which force emotional decisions. People have walked out of jobs because they got upset about situations or procedures not going their way. Dogs have been kicked; crockery, computers, and furniture have been smashed; promises have been broken; lies have been told; and a million and one other things done, just because of making decisions when emotions were heightened. And with all these things we can either see there and then the consequences of our actions … or we'll eventually reap them.

			We Are Not Robots

			What's the matter with us? Why do we act like this? Well, we are not robots – we are human beings, subject to passions and emotions. We all need a relationship with God because we are spirits which have been clothed with human bodies. Surgeons can't cut us open to find love, hate, passion or anger, yet these emotions are fundamental and experienced by every single one us.

			David wasn't an evil man, he just had the same sinful nature as me and you, and made some very selfish emotional decisions. The first one based on lust cause him to commit adultery, and the second based on fear of being exposed caused him to commit murder. 

			King David covered his sin for such a long time that he even forgot he'd done anything wrong. He had married the dead soldier's widow, which made everything appear right as the child she was carrying was born in wedlock, albeit a little premature. But God sees all. Never make the mistake of thinking he doesn't. The bible says that one day we will all have to give an account for the things we have said and done during our life on earth. 

			Living in Denial

			King David really loved God with all his heart and had a wonderful relationship with him. But although David was a really good and godly king, his sin had come between himself and God because he was living in denial. God gave David years to repent and set things right, but David had covered up for so long that he wasn't even aware he'd done anything to offend God. Eventually, after his stolen wife had given him two more children (as recorded in 2 Samuel 5:14 and 1 Chronicles 3:5 and 14:4),God sent a prophet to remind him of his sin. As soon as David was made aware of the great pain he'd caused others, and what he had selfishly done, he begged God for forgiveness, and asked him to search his heart to see if there was anything else there that was wicked so he could be free of it. God forgave him, and it was only then that his relationship with God was restored.

			We all Need Relationships

			Almighty God … and I'm talking about Jehovah, the God who created heaven and earth, and Adam and Eve the first two people to ever live ... created mankind with the need for a relationship with himself. If we don't have that relationship then nothing is properly in synch in our lives. And we can never have real inner peace because our sins separate us from God. God rewards obedience, but also punishes disobedience because he is the ultimate judge and is absolutely just. Every single person who has ever lived has sinned and been disobedient to God. We've all made stupid, messed up decisions which have separated us from God. The bible says that the wages of sin is death (that means spiritual death as well as physical death) but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

			Jesus Christ (who is just a curse word to many people) was the only man who actually lived a perfect, obedient, life and offered himself as a sacrifice to God. He allowed himself to be sentenced to death, and killed so that he could pay the price for the sin of all mankind. God accepted his sacrifice, that's why the bible says that the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

			For those who have a relationship with God yet still find themselves making emotional decisions like King David did, and find that somehow you've lost your connection with God, then the way back is confessing your sin and asking God for forgiveness, because the bible says that if we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

			It may never have entered your head that the missing something in your life is God, but if you ask Jesus Christ to forgive all the sinful and disobedient things you have ever done, and ask him to include you in the sacrifice he made when he died paying the price for sin, you too can be forgiven and begin to have a spiritual relationship with Almighty God.

			But don't ever think you can fool God. If you've asked in sincerity and with deep regret that you've messed up, God will know, and you will definitely know if he has heard you. None of us can do this life on our own – it's too hard. We encounter too much temptation and provocation every day. So the next time you feel yourself getting angry, frustrated, or upset, just take a deep breath and count to 20 in your mind, and ask yourself what would be the godly thing to say or do. Make decisions with your head, not with your emotions. Or another way of saying it is ...

			Never open your mouth until you've put your brain in gear.

		

	
		
			Chapter Three

			Pharisees

			  

			The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: all therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do (when reading the law of Moses); but do not copy their ways; for they say, and do not. 

			Matthew 23:2-3

			Jesus told us to beware of becoming Pharisees. Why? Well, they were teaching the law of God and expected others to observe it exactly, but they didn't keep it themselves. They didn't walk the talk! Jesus called them hypocrites and was often verbally scathing towards them calling them 'whited sepulchres' and a 'brood of vipers'.

			In Romans 2:6 we read that God will render to every man according to his deeds: because there is no respect of persons with God. The more we know of what God wants from us, the more is required. If we know what God is requiring of us and we don't do it, then we have no excuse when we stand before him. We may not call ourselves Pharisees, but if we teach one thing and do another then we might as well be one of them!

			Actions, not Words

			You don't need to have a particular title, like pastor, or reverend, to be a teacher; parents and grandparents are teachers too. And, to be honest, parents have far more influence where forming our character is concerned than anyone else, because actions speak louder than words.

			The bible is a great book as it doesn't hide the imperfections of the people God chose and used. God chose Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to start a brand new nation who were to be the people of God. Yet if you look at the life of Jacob as he was growing up you would be appalled at his treachery. 

			Jacob was the younger twin when born but throughout his life always hankered for the birthright and blessing of the firstborn. His older brother Esau, had been out hunting one day and came home famished and faint, so Jacob seized the opportunity and actually got him to sell his birthright for a bowl of stew. But that wasn't enough for Jacob, he wanted it all, and just waited for another opportunity to present itself.

			In a Panic

			Some years later Jacob's mother, Rebekah, overheard a conversation in which Izaac, her husband, told Esau to hunt venison, then make him a meal of it and after he had eaten he would give him the blessing, as he felt sure his time had come to die. Esau ran off to do his father's bidding, but Rebekah was in a panic. The birth of these children had been a miracle for she had been barren 20 years before God opened her womb. But during the pregnancy God told her that two nations were fighting for supremacy in her womb, and that the elder would end up serving the younger. Rebekah kept this in her heart but now she'd overheard this conversation and had to do something before it was too late, as once the blessing was given there would be no way to overturn it.

			She called Jacob, who was her favoured son, to go to the flock and bring her two kids. She told him she'd make food for Isaac, just as he liked it, and Jacob could take it to him posing as Esau to get the blessing. Now Isaac was blind, but Jacob knew that even though he couldn't see he would know by his voice he was not Esau, and pointed out that his brother was a very hairy man, and he himself smooth skinned. But Rebekah had it all under control and bound strips of animals skin upon his arms and the back of his neck so that he would feel hairy to the touch. She even gave Jacob Esau's clothes to wear so that he would smell like his brother. She did everything she possibly could to trick her husband into thinking Jacob was Esau. 

			Cursing Yourself!

			Jacob was still not convinced that this deception would work and he'd end up being cursed rather than blessed. But Rebekah reassured him by saying that if her plan didn't work and Jacob cursed her son instead of blessing him, then the curse would be on herself and not him. It was only then that Jacob was prepared to go into his father.

			What a wicked thing to do. Jacob deceived his blind father into giving him the family blessing and inheritance by pretending to be his brother, Esau. The name Jacob literally means 'supplanter', and the definition of a supplanter is something or someone who wrongfully takes the place of another. Wow … was that name prophetic or what?

			We criticise Jacob, but he was taught by his mother. It was Rebekah who cheated on her husband to fulfil God's promise to her. She set a really bad example for her son Jacob by encouraging him to deceive his father. She was the parent and it was her duty to teach her children godly principles.

			It's easy to criticise Rebekah, but this is where the warning of Jesus becomes relevant. Jesus told us to beware of becoming Pharisees. Why? They were in a position of authority teaching the law of God and expected others to observe it exactly, but they didn't keep it themselves. They didn't walk the talk and were in fact hypocrites! Paul says:

			You who judge stealing, do you also steal? 

			Romans 2:21

			No! You wouldn't do a thing like that. You're a Christian and wouldn't dream of doing such a thing. Well, I was of the same mind-set too and truly wanted to live a godly lifestyle, but well before I was married I remember shopping with a Christian friend. As we went around the aisles in the store we saw a packet of raisins which was broken open. My friend stooped down, picked up some of the raisins and popped them into her mouth grinning at me. I was quite shocked as to me this was stealing. But then she stooped down again, picked up some more raisins and put them into my hand motioning for me to eat. 

			I did. Then we both giggled to each other. But from that day onwards I used to walk down the aisles looking for broken packets to snack on during my shopping expeditions. Even when I had very young children I would find this habit really hard to break and would sneakily try to slip a sweet or piece of chocolate into my mouth without anybody seeing … but they did see! Without realising what I was doing I was teaching my children to steal, and I was mortified to find that they were also doing it behind my back!

			It's not only the shopping where you get exposed. What about your behaviour in the home? Do you and your husband argue and fight in front of the children? Do you say unkind things to one another when you get miffed? Do you roll your eyes when you're asked to do something you don't want to do, or when somebody says something which annoys you? Do you shout and bang things when you get frustrated? Do you call people idiots when you're driving, or use four letter words when you can't control your temper? What are you exposing of yourself to the people you live with? What are you really like at home?

			Children are Little Mirrors

			I know one thing for certain, children copy everything you do, especially when you do what you're not supposed to do, or say what you're not supposed to say. They are little mirrors who reflect everything they see. They learn best by observing our behaviour, and will do what we do rather than what we say. During those months of lock down you were locked in with your families, there was no hiding from each other. I know for some people who don't know God this was perhaps the most traumatic time of their lives. The suicide rate went up, and domestic violence and child abuse  increased dramatically. 2020 will be looked back on as a year of hell of earth for some people. 

			But what about you who are Believers and profess to have a walk with God and Jesus Christ? Were you enjoying your time together as a family, or as a couple? Or were you  in that state where you felt trapped and just couldn't wait for your freedom again? Were you feeling the strain and waiting for everyone to go back to work or school so you could just have some peace? If you profess to be a Christian but had no peace in your home then you have become a Pharisee, a hypocrite, without realising it. What is your lifestyle really teaching? Because actions speak louder than words.

			If you profess to be a Believer and say, "Greater is in he that is within me than he that is within the world"; or you pray for the sick believing you have authority to lay hands on the sick and for them to be healed;  and yet were afraid to hug extended family or friends for fear of catching or passing on something, then shame on you. Unless you can live the talk you're a Pharisee, a hypocrite.

			As the Day Approaches

			If you profess to be a Believer but refused to have face to face fellowship with other Believers because of a worldly guideline or statutory law, then you are disobedient to God. Paul said in Hebrews 10 that we should not forsake the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is, but that we should be exhorting one another, and so much the more as we see the day approaching. Can't you see the day approaching? Can't you see that Jesus will be coming soon to judge the ungodly for their unrighteous behaviour? 

			So many church goers have formerly protested when people say they don't go to church, being adamant that we all need fellowship. They even give the illustration of how a single piece of coal that has fallen out of the fire, goes cold when isolated. Well shame on you, because at that very time when we all needed to be physically encouraging one another you were showing by your actions that church is a non-essential service – in other words it's not relevant.

			In Tanzania the churches actually refused to be under lock down. When the pastors were told to lock down like everyone else they refused and remained open because they believed they were essential to the well being of the country. The Tanzanian President not only allowed places of worship to remain open, but urged his people to go to their churches to seek refuge and healing. Which of our pastors or church leaders in the UK protested against the lock down? 

			Their actions spoke louder than words – the church is not relevant!

			How many of us have read stories and applauded testimonies of those who smuggle bibles through to atheistic countries where it is forbidden to preach about God or hold meetings? We hear of people persecuted for their faith and even threatened with death, yet they still risk their lives to meet in secret. We call them the underground church, and support them with our finance and prayers because we believe what they are doing is right. What an inspiration these people are because they are bold and courageous. Daniel was in exactly the same situation as we were. A decree went out that nobody was to pray to any other god for 30 days, or else they'd be thrown to the lions. That was the whole of Babylon! The Babylonians served many gods so everyone was involved in this law, and Daniel actually worked for the government. He held a very high position. But he was a Believer and knew exactly where his allegiance lay, even though to disobey meant the death penalty. He continued his lifestyle and after being thrown into the lion's den was not only delivered from being eaten, but brought great honour to his God because of his faith.

			Faith is Provable

			Nobody is forcing you to call yourself a Believer. So, be honest! You prove your faith by the way you live – it's provable. Make up your mind whether you're going to walk after the flesh or after the spirit. You were in lockdown whether you liked it or not but don't dishonour God by pretending to be what you're not. We are living epistles, known and read by everyone, so don't think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but think soberly according to the faith you have. Don't profess to be more than you can live and make sure you don't show yourself to be a Pharisee to those who are watching. 

			Remember, actions speak louder than words.
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